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DEDICATION TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



TO ms EXCBLLENCT, JOHN BROOKS, EBi^VVBLE, 

GOTXKirOB OF MASSACBOI^X'TTfl. 

It is with peculiar felicity that your Excellency is recog- 
nized as one anoiong the few survivors of that heroic band, who 
have been crowned with military honors for ^orions achieve- 
ments at an era when our republic was in its infancy, and in 
peril for its existence. This production, though aspirmg not 
to the dignified title of history, may revive in your recollection 
scenes and events of the deepest interest, in which you nobly 
participated, and may afford to the rismg generation lessons of 
instruction and motives for gratitude to their progenitors, when 
we diall be at rert. Long, may Ihoie public virtues and that 
philanthropy, which are so eminently your characteristics, con- 
tinue to cement the love and gratitude of the people, and may 
the benedictions of Heaven be your final reward. With senti- 
ments of profound veneration for the patriotic warrior and 
statesman, this work is dedicated, 

By your Excellency's obedient, 

and very humble servant, 

^ JAMES THACHER. 

^ Plymouth^ January Utj 1823. 
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The Mowing is a eorreet copy of a letter from the late Prendent Adanur to the 
author. To a auggeetioii whether the words « I have seen in any history of that 
period," were not too strong, the Tenerahle writer, with some warmth, insisted that 
they were true, and would make no alteration, saying he wrote them eiqiressly for 
publication. 

Qutficy, lltk Sq^iember, 1824. 
Dear Sir, 
I have had read to me your nluable Journal of your campaigns in the Ameri- 
can revolutionary war, and I have no hesitation in saying that it is the most natu- 
ral, simple, and faithful narration of fiu:ts that I have seen in any history of that 
period. It preserves the memory of many men and many ftets of which I was 
wholly ignorant until I heard that book read to me ; particularly the conduct and 
character of General Peter Muhlenburg, of Pennsylraaia, who in the cdliaions and 
conflicts of party spirit has not had juitiee done him in this country. As I was 
absent in Europe a great part of the tim^ which your Journal embraces, I was ne- 
cessarily uninformed of many particulars which your work has cleared up. Posterity 
will be under groat obligations to you for this labor, and every man of the present 
age who can aiford to purchase it, ought to have it. 

I am. Sir, your obliged humble servant, 

JOHN ADAMS. 
Db. Jamxs Tbacbxb, 



INTRODUCTION. 



It is through jour earnest solicitations, my* dear 
friends, that I commit to public inspection the crude 
fragments recorded in my Military Journal, kept dur- 
ing the American Revolutionary War. The subordi- 
nate station which I sustained did not permit access to 
the great source from which all important events de- 
rived their origin ; nor was I made acquainted with 
the views and motives of action. The transactions 
and occurrences which I shall relate, though of minor 
import and penned for temporary amusement, are ne- 
vertheless of a nature too deeply interesting to be con- 
signed to oblivion. No circumstance pertaining to our 
country's emancipation, but should be embalmed in^ 
the memory of our children, and transmitted to the 
latest posterity, as among the most interesting trans- 
actions recorded in the annals of man. When we con- 
template the vastly extended consequences of our re- 
volution, it will be conceded that every incident res- 
pecting its rise and progress, and the renowned pa- 
triots and heroes by whom it was achieved, is well 
worthy of perpetual remembrance. With these are 
associated the primaiy principles of the rights of man. 
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which 80 successfullj prevailed at the period of our 
country's infancy, Those principles j which are the 
great spring of action in the bosom of the honest pa- 
triot, spurn the power and paralyze the hearts of ty- 
rants. The contents of these sheets refer more to de- 
tails of military manoeuvres and the internal police of 
camps, than to projects and events which decide the 
fate of nations ; they may, however, afford amusement 
to the inquisitive mind, and to the rising generation, 
precepts not altogether destitute of importance and 
useful instruction. They will disclose some interesting 
particulars, not generally known^ and may serve to 
augment the stock of information developing the fatal 
policy of the British government, as displayed on the 
theatre of her American colonies. This production 
may moreover subserve the purpose of an epitome of 
the history of the revolutionary contest, and abridge 
in some measure the labor of the youthful mind in the 
study of the more elaborate and technical histories of 
that ever memorable epoch. With this view I have 
prefixed a short sketch of interesting transactions prior 
^to the actual commencement of hostilities. ^^ History,^' 
says a late elegant writer, ^ presents no struggle for 
liberty, which has in it more of the moral sublime, 
than that of the American revolution. It has been of 
late years too much forgotten in the sharp contentions 
of party, and he who endeavors to withdraw the pub- 
lic mind from these debasing conflicts, and to fix it on 
the grandeur of that epoch, which, magnificent in it- 
self, begins now to wear the solemn livery of antiquity, 
as it is viewed through the deepening twilight of al- 
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most half a century, certainly performs a meritoriouv 
service, and can scarcely need a justification."* 

It may be deemed reproachful to our country, that 
half a century has elapsed since the American colonies 
were emancipated from British thraldom, and that we 
are yet unfurnished with proper biographical memoirs 
of the renowned patriots and heroes whose unparallel- 
ed efforts, under Providence, achieved the inestimable 
blessings of liberty and freedom. No characters, as- 
suredly, are more worthy to excit^ the curiosity and 
gratitude of posterity, than those who contributed so 
largely to the establishment of our invaluable civil and 
religious privileges under a republican constitution. 
The immortal chieftain, indeed, and his illustrious com- 
peer, General Greene, can receive no additional me- 
morials from any labors in my power to bestow. I 
might incur the imputation of arrogance were 1 to ima- 
gine myself competent to the duty of portraying in a 
just light the characters of those whose revered names 
are introduced into the Appendix of this work. I can 
only claim the merit of having exerted my best efforts 4^ 
tp procure documents and assistance, and to illustrate 
their qualities under the guidance of the legitimate 
principles of impartiality and justice. Should posteri- 
ty inquire why their ancestors, destitute of military 
education or experience, abandoned their peaceful 
abodes to encounter the perils of uncertain warfare, 
let them be told it was not to execute the mandates of 
a tyrant in subjugating their fellow men, but it was in 
defence of our most precious rights and privileges ; it 

* SiUiiBui** Tour from Hartibrd to <|nQbec, 1890. 
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was a display of that genuine patriotism and true glo- 
ly which it is ever most honourable to venerate and 
cherish. While their own hearts glow with patriotic 
fervor, let them reflect, that true glory consists in the 
love of peace and the culture of benevolence and good 
will to men. Let their souls hold in detestation every 
species of warfare, save that which may secure and 
defend the invaluable heritage which their fathers 
have bequeathed them, and for which their memories 
should be embalmed with the incense of gratitude. 

N. B. Should the reader conceive that in detailing the 
ravages and aggressions of the British army, I have indulged 
in language ofasperity, inconsistent with that urbanity and 
good fellowship which it is desirable should be cultivated be- 
tween the two nations at the present day, it may be observed 
that this is but a feeble specimen of the belligerent language 
employed by writers at that period, when the wrathful pas- 
sions were reciprocally excited and continually aggravated. 
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. Janwfy^-^Ai the precise period when mj medical stu4ie# 
wA educatioD are completed, under the patronage of Dr. 
Abner Hersej, of Barnstable, my native town, and I am 
contemplating the commencement of a new career in life, I 
find our country about to be involved in all the horrors of a 
civU war. A series of arbitrary and oppressive measures, 
on the part of the mother country, has long been advancing 
to that awful crisis, when an appeal to the power of the 
sword becomes inevitable. The event of this mighty 
struggle is to decide an affair of infinite magnitude, not 
merely as it respects the present generation, hut as it will 
affect the welfare and happiness of unborn millions* The 
great fundamental principle, in the present controversy, is 
the r^t which is claimed by the Parliament of Great Brit-' 
ain, to exercise dominion as the only supreme, and uncontrol- 
lable legislative power over all the American Colonies. 
'^ Can they make laws to bind the colonies in all cases what- 
ever ; levy taxes cm them without their consent ; dispose of 
the revenues, thus raised, without their control ; multiply 
officers at pleasure, and assign them fees, to be paid without, 
nay, contrary to, and in direct violation of, acts of our Pro- 
vincial Assemblies and approved by the. crown i Can they 
enlarge the power of admiralty courts ; divert the usual 
channels of justice ; deprive the colonists of trial by a jury 
of their countrymen; m short, break down the barriers 
which their forefathers have erected against arbitrary 
power, and enforce their edicts by fleets and armies." 
Then indeed are we reduced to a state of abject slavery ; 
2 
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and all resistance to acts of Parlianoient may justly be called 
by the name of treason and rebellion. ' ^^ The people of 
these colonies consider themselves as British subjects 
entitled to all the rights and privileges of Freemen. It is 
inseparably essential to the freedom of a people, and the 
undoubted right of Englishmen, that no taxes be imposed 
on them but with their own consent, given pers(mally, or by 
their representatives. From their local circumstances, the 
colonies cannot be represented in the house of commons of 
Great Britain ; the only representatives of the people of 
the colonies are the persons chosen therein by themselves ; 
and no taxes ever can be constitutionally imposed on them, 
but by their respective legislatures." All acts of Parlia- 
ment therefore, for raising a revenue in America, are con- 
sidered as depriving us of our property, without our consent, 
and consequently as a palpable infringement of our ancient 
rights and privileges. They are unconstitutional atnd arbi- 
trary laws, subversive of the liberties and privileges secur- 
ed to us by our royal charters. It is not consistent with the 
principles which actuate the American people, ever tamely 
to submit to such a degrading system of government ; not 
however from a want of loyalty to our king, nor from an 
undue impatience of subordination or legal restraint ; for ia 
a quiet submission and demeanor to constitutionah authority, 
and in zeal and attachment to our king, we dare to vie with 
any of our fellow subjects of Great Britain ; but it is an 
innate love of liberty, and our just rights, that impels us to 
the arduous struggle. In no country, it is asserted, is the 
love of liberty more deeply rooted, or the knowledge of the 
rights inherent to freemen more generally diffused, or better 
umlerstood, than among the British American Colonies. Our 
religious and political privileges are derived from our vir- 
tuous fathers ; they were inhaled with our earliest breath ; 
and are, and will, I trust, ever be, implanted and cherished 
in the bosom of the present and future generations. These 
are the prevalent sentiments in New England at this event- 
ful crisis, and all the other provinces, Georgia excepted, are 
known to be in unison with us in the resolution, to oppose 
with all our power every violation of our hist rights and 
privileges. We are not however authorized, even in the 
most glorious of causes, to expect a perfect unanimity among 
a people. Numerous are the springs of men's actions ; and 
diversity of sentiment and views are characteristic of hu- 
man nature. Accordingly we find a small minority in our 
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eoontry who are inimical to the common cause, and who are 
contmually opposing every proceeding of the majority. 
These people are doubtless actuated by various motives ; 
a few, comparatively, mfluenced by principle ; some by a 
spirit of timidity, or the absurd doctrine of passive obedi- 
ence and non-resistance ; others, from the stretch of their 
passions, and weakness of judgment, are biassed and led 
astray by designing demagogues. There are, however, 
those who are vile enough to prostrate all honor and princi- 
ple with the sordid view of office and preferment, 



** For *tu their duty, all the learned think, 

T* eBpome that cause by which they eat and drink. 
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Those disaffected mdividuals, who still adhere to the royal 
cause, have received the epithet of Tories ; the very name 
is abhorrent to the people in general, and they are subjected 
to such rigorous discipline as to prevent them from doing 
injury to the great cause of our country. The great major- 
ity of the people are happily united in the resolution te 
appose, to the uttermost, the wicked attempts of the Eng- 
lish cabinet. This class of people have assumed the appel- 
lation of fVhigs ; but by our enemies are stigmatized by the 
name of Rebels. If, as we affirm, the British government 
have ceased to rule agreeably to the principles of our con- 
stitution, and our royal charter, and have assumed to them- 
selves the high prerogative of despotic sway, then are we 
4ibsolved from our allegiance and duties as British subjects. 
A contract abrogated by one party can no longer be bmding 
on the other. If we are menaced with royal power and 
authority, we justify ourselves in defending our indefeasible 
rights against despotism and tyrannical oppression. Cowards 
alone will bend to unjust power, and slaves and sycophants 
only will yield both soul and body to the disposal of tyran- 
nical masters. Should our efforts, under God, be crowned 
with the desired success, we shall obtam the honor of rescuing 
ourselves and posterity from vassalage ; but if compelled to 
succumb under royal power, then will ours be the rebel's fate, 
the scaffold and the gibbet will be glutted with their devoted 
victims. We cannot justly be accused of a rash precipitance 
of proceeding ; for petitions and memorials, couched in the 
most loyal and humble language, have been at various peri- 
ods presented to our royal sovereign, and his parliament, 
praying for a redress of grievances ; but they are deaf to all 
our complaints and supplications, and the coercive arm of 
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power is suspended over us, threatening impiacable rtft^ 
geance. 

Among the odious acts of the British Parliament, they 
passed one which imposed a duty on the article of tea, and 
several cargoes of this commodity were shipped to America 
to obtain the duty and a fiarket. On the arrival of the tea 
ships at Boston, great indignation was excited among the 
people ; town meetuigs were called to devise some legal 
measures to prohibit the landing of the odious article. It 
was universally understood that if the tea was once landed, 
and stored, it would by some means come to a market, and 
the duty to the government would be secured. In order to 
dei'eat this object, after all legal measures had failed, a num* 
ber of persons in disguise entered the ships at the wharves, 
broke open 342 chests of tea, and discharged their contents 
into the water at the dock. This was on the 16th Decem- 
ber, 1773. When intelligence of this summary proceeding 
reached England, it was condemned by the government as 
enormously criminal. They menaced our Province with the 
most exemplary vengeance, and Parliament soon passed the 
Boston Vindictive Port Bill as a part of their coercive sys- 
tem, so that merely the name of tea is now associated with 
ministerial grievances, and tea drinking is almost tantamount 
to an open avowal of toryism. Those who are anxious to 
avoid the epithet of enemies to their country, strictly pro-^ 
hibit the use of tea in their families, and the most squeamish 
ladies are compelled to have recourse to substitutes, or 
secretly steal indulgence in their favorite East India bev- 
erage. 

Marek.'^-^Fov the purpose of enforcing submission to the 
cruel mandates of the royal government, a reinforcement of 
the British army has arrived at Boston ; and General Gage 
is appointed Governor and Commander in Chief. An armed 
fleet also occupies the harbor ; and the whole port is closed 
against all but British vessels. In short, the horrors of civil 
war seem stalking, with rapid strides, towards our devoted 
country. The people have resorted to the expedient of 
abolishuig all the courts of justice under the new regulations. 
In our diire towns the populace have collected in sufficient 
numbers to bar the doors of the court houses, and prohibit 
the entrance of judges and officers ; the jurors are so intim- 
idated, or zealous in the good cause, that in general they 
refuse to take the oath, or to act in any manner under the 
nevf modification of government ; and the clerks of courts, 
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who have isnied warrants by which the jurors are summon* 
ed, have in mauy instances been compelled to acknowledge 
their contrition, and to publish in the newspapers, a full re-* 
cantatioB. At the regular term of the Court of Common 
Pleas at Barnstable, in September last, I witnessed the fol* 
lowing prompt procedure. A body of about twelve hundred 
men assembled and obstructed the passage to the court house 
door. The leader of this assemblage was Dr. Nathaniel 
Freeman, a bold son of liberty, of Sandwich. Col. James 
Otis, the chief justice of the court, preceded by the sheriff, 
approached ; and the venerable chief justice demanded ad- 
mission. Dr. Freeman replied that it was the intention of 
the people to prevent the court's being opened to exercise 
those unconptitutional powers, with which they are invested 
by Parliament. The chief justice, in his majesty's name, 
commanded them to disperse, and permit the court to enter 
and proceed to business. But his majesty's name had lost its 
power ; it can have no charms with the sons of liberty. The 
venerable judge then said he had acquitted himself of his 
duty, and retired. This proceeding had been discussed and 
concerted, prior to the court term ; and Colonel Otis himself, 
a staunch whig, was, it is believed, not only apprized of, but 
actually acquiesced in, this bold measure. This excellent 
man is now advanced to about 74 years in life ; he is consid- 
ered as possessing sound sense and good judgment ; and as 
beioff of the purest integrity. He has been, for many years, 
the leading law character in the Old Colony, and a member 
of his majesty's council of the province ; but his patriotism 
and 2eal in the cause of our country have rendered him and 
his family exceedingly odious to Governor Hutchinson, and 
other adherents of the crown. Colonel Otis is the parent of 
that great champion, and able advocate for liberty and the 
rights of man, James Otis, jun. Esq. This gentleman is 
now in a melancholy state of mental derangement ; and all 
New England is deploring the irreparable loss of the talents, 
eloquence, and patriotic services of this justly celebrated 
character. Colonel Otis has two other sons, Joseph and 
Samuel AHyne Otis, who are active whigs ; and a daughter, 
married to James Warren, Esq. of Plymouth, who is now 
President of our Provincial Congress. Though no judicial 
courts are in existence, few crimes are committed ; all is 
peace, order and regularity. The people are their own 
rulers, and never was there less need of penal laws. Triv^ 
ial disputes are mutually adjusted or decided by reference ; 
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pecuniary demands are suspended, and the simple rec<»n- 
mendations of Congress, and of our committees of safety, 
receive that cheerful acquiescence which is scornfully de- 
nied to the coercive edicts emanatiqg from despotic power. 
For 

'* Freedom has a Uioiimid charms to show. 
That sla?es» howe*er ooateaied, aever know." 

We have a Provincial Congress in session at Concord, con- 
sisting of delegates elected by the people, and also a grand 
Continental Congress at Philadelphia, composed of charac- 
ters highly distinguished for political wisdom, rigid patriotbm 
and public virtue. 

The public mdignation is now greatly excited by the fol- 
lowing shameful transaction. The people from the country, 
whose business called them into Boston, were suspected by 
the British officers, of purchasing guns from their soldiers. 
In order to furnish an opportunity to inflict punishment, and 
to raise occasion for a serious quarrel. Lieutenant Colonel 
Nesbit, of the forty-seventh regiment, ordered a soldier to 
offer a countryman an old rusty musket. A man from Bil- 
lerica was caught by this bait, and purchased the gun for 
three dollars. The unfortunate man was immediately seized 
by Nesbit, and confined in the guard house all night. Early 
next morning they stripped him entirely naked, covered him 
over with warm tar, and then with feathers, placed him on a 
cart, and conducted him through the streets as far as liberty- 
tree, where the people began to collect in vast numbers, and 
the military, fearing for their own safety, dismissed the man, 
and retreated to their barracks. The party consisted of 
about thirty grenadiers with fixed bayonets, twenty drums 
and fifes playing the Rogue's March, headed by the redoubt- 
able Nesbit with a drawn sword ! What an honorable deed 
for a British field officer and grenadiers ! The selectmen 
of Billerica remonstrated with General Gage respecting 
this outrage, but obtained no satisfaction. 

Jipril 2l8t. — Intelligence is now received that the British 
regulars have marched out of Boston, and actually com- 
menced hostilities against our people at Lexington. For 
the purpose of ascertainmg the particular facts, I have been 
desired to wait on Col. Otis, at his mansion in this town. It 
was in the evening, when I found this dignified patriot in his 
easy chair, with several of his neighbors listening with agi- 
tated spirits to some account of this first most awfUl tragedy* 
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The good old gentleman had received a letter containiiig a 
statement of some particulars, and with manifest trepidation 
he said to this effect. ^^ The British troops marched to 
Lexington and Concord last Wednesday, the 19th instant, for 
the purpose of destroying some of oar military stores ; our 
miliUa cdlected and met them at Lexington ; the r^ulart 
soon commenced firing on them ; our pe<^le returned the 
fire ; a smart skirmish ensued, and several men were killed 
on both sides. The British were compelled to retreat, in 
some confusion, to Boston ; and our people pursued and 
harassed them. The fearfd day has arrived ! a civil war 
has actually commenced in our land. We must be prepared 
for the worst, and may God preserve and protect our coun- 
try." This tragical event seems to have electrified all 
classes of people ; the brave are fired with manly resent* 
ment, the timid overwhelmed in despair ; the patriotic wh^ 
sorrowii^ over public calamities, iriiile the tories indulge 
the secret hope, that the friends of liberty are about to 
receive their chastisement. The sword is now unsheathed, 
and our friends are slaughtered by our cruel enemies ; ex- 
presses are hastening from town f o town, in all directions 
through the country, spreading the melancholy tidings and 
inspiritii^ and rousing the people To Armi! To Arm$! 
The people of New EUigland have taken the alarm, and their 
hearts are animated even to enthusiasm. There is an enthu- 
siam in religion, in politics, in militaiy achievements, and in 
gallantry and love, and why not an eitfhusiasm in the love of 
country ? No species of enthusiasm surely can be more 
laudable, or more honorable. Never was a cause more iust, 
more sacred than ours ; we are commanded to defend the 
rich inheritance bequeathed to us by our virtuous ancestors ; 
and it is our bounden duty to transmit it uncontaminated to 
posterity ; we must fig^t valiantiy, therefore, for our lives 
and property, for our holy reUgion^ for our honor, and for ojir 
dearest friends. We are not bom to be slaves, and are re- 
solved to live and die free ; appealing to the sovereign Ruler 
of the Universe for the justice of our cause, and relying on 
his Almi^ty arm for protection and support. A certain 
number of active men, m every town, have formed them- 
selves bto military companies, under the name of intnnfe 
men ; they are daily practbii^ the manual exercise, and are 
held in constant readiness to march against the enemy at a 
moment's warning. We await with trembling expectatioR 
the issue oi every hour. 
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Authenticated accounts are qow received of the battle at 
Lexington. On Tuesday evening, ISth instant, General 
Gage despatched, with as much secrecy as possible, a de- 
tachment consisting of eight or nine hundred regulars, under 
the Gommand of Lieutenant Col. Smith, for the purpose of 
destroying some military stores, ivhich our people had depos- 
ited at Concord, about eighteen miles from Boston. Having 
arrived at Lexington, six miles short of Concord, they were 
met by a company of militia, of about one hundred men, 
who having taken the alarm, began to assemble from differ* 
ent towns before daylight. They were assembled near the 
church, about sunrise ; when the British advanced in quick 
march to within a few rods, Major Pitcairn called out, 
^^ Disperte^ you Rtbtls^ throw doun your amis and dUperse.^^ 
Their small number would not admit of opposition, and while 
they were dispersing, the regul&fs huzzaed, and immediate- 
ly one or two pistols were fired by the officers, and four or 
Qve muskets by the soldiers ; when a pretty general dis* 
charge from the whole party followed, by which eight of 
our people were killed and seven wounded. The British 
now renewed their march to Concord, where they destroyed 
a few articles of stores and iixty barrels of flour. Here 
they were met by about one hundred and fifty militia men, 
on whom they fired and killed two, and wounded others. 
Our militia and minute men were now collecting ui consider- 
able numbers, and being justly enraged, they made a bold and 
furious attack on the enemy, and drove them in quick march 
to Lexii^gton. General Gage having received intelligence 
of the critical situation of his troops, immediately ordered 
out Lord Percy, with a large reinforcement, with two field 
pieces. He marched over the neck through Roxbury, his 
music playing by way of contempt and derision the tune of 
^' YarJou doodh.^^ This timely reinforcement joined the 
party under command of Colonel Smith at Lexington, which 
fornied a force of about eighteen hundred men. They soon 
deemed it prudent to commence their march to Boston, the 
provincial militia and minute men, continually increasing in 
numbers, pursued and flanked them with the hope of cutting 
off their retreat. A constant skirmishing ensued ; the pro- 
vincials concealed themselves behind stone walls, and with a 
sure aim thinned their enemies' ranks, and occasioned among 
them great confuuon. On their side, they could only keep 
up a scattering fire, without effect, frequently firing over the 
stone walls, when there was not a man to be seen behind 
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tttem. The great object of the British, was to effect a safe 
retreat to Boston ; but, to avenge themselves, they burnt 
and plundered houses, destroyed property, ^d actually mur" 
dered several innocent unarmed persons^ The situation of 
the king's forces was, during the day, extremely hazardous ; 
and it is considered wonderful that any of them escaped. 
Worn down and almost exhausted with fatigue, and their 
ammunition nearly expended, they had become nearly de*- 
fenceless when they reached Charlestown, in the evening, 
after a loss of two hundred and seventy-three men, killed, 
wounded and prisoners. The loss on the side of the Provin- 
cials is eighty-eight in the wholes The British officers have 
received a specimen of Yankee couragti which they have 
hitherto affected to hold in the most sovereign contempt ; 
they have ascertained by fatal experience, that the people 
of New England will bid defiance, to their veteran regulars, 
and fight courageously in defence of their ri^ts. It is truly 
said to be matter of astonishment and chagrin, that after all 
their gloryii^, their veteran troops have been compelled to 
flee before a comparatively small number of undisciplined 
YmUeees, The origin of this term, so frequently employed by 
way of reproach to the New England people, is said to be as 
follows. A farmer, by name Jonathan Hastings, of Cambridge, 
about the year 1713, used it as a cant, favorite word, to ex* 

Eress excellency when applied to any thing ; as a Yankee good 
orse, Ytfnkee cider, &c. meaning an excellent horse and 
excellent cider. The students at college, having frequent 
intercouriBe with Mr. Hastings, and hearing him employ the 
term on all occasions, adopted it themselves, and gave him 
the name of Yankee Jonathan; this soon became a cant 
word among the collegians to express a weak, simple, awk- 
ward person, and from college it was carried and circulated 
through the country, till, from its currency in New England, 
it was at length tiken up and unjustly applied to the New 
Englanders in common, as a term of reproach. It was in 
consequence of this that a particular song, called '^ Yankee 
doodky^^ was composed in derision of those scornfully called 
Yankees.* 

May. — Since the catastro}rfie at Lexington, our Provincial 
Congress have addressed the several towns of the col<my m 

* TlMr« wf^mn tome ineonsniity in Um abofe definitioii of dw word Tankoe. 
The following it toppoted by tome to bo the ori|;in from which it it deri?ed. *< Yan- 
kee it the Indian cocraptionof jE^litA. Ytnflei§t Ydnflet, Ytmkiea, and finally 
Y^anket," 

s 
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a circular letter, ki the following impreflrive language* 
*^ We conjure you by all that is dear, by all that is sacred, 
that you give all assistance possible in forming the amy. 
Our all is at stake. Death and devastation are the certain 
consequences of delay. Every moment is infinitely precious*. 
An hour lost may deluge your country b blood, and entatf 
perpetual slavery on the few of your posterity who may 
aurvive the carnage. We beg and entreat, as you will aur 
swer it to your country, to your consciences, and above all, 
as you will answer it to God himself, that you will haaten 
and encourage, by all possible means, the eidistnsent of men 
to form the Army, and send diem forward to head quarteiv 
at Cambridge, with that expedition which the vast impor- 
tance and Distant urgeocj of the affair demands." 

It is scarcely possible to describe the seal and military 
ardor which pervades New England since the battle at Les^ 
ingtMi. It is supposed that nearly forty thousand own have 
been inarms witik the design of investing the town of Boston, 
and avenging themselves on the enemy for their late slaugh- 
ter of our breUiren. The universal vmce is ^^ akarvt thtm 
out." Drive them from the town and let his majesty's 
ships be their <Hily place of refuge. Our Provincial Con- 
gress have resolved that an army of thirty diousand men be 
immediately raised and established. A considerable number 
have already enlisted, and being formed into regiments, 
have taken titeiv station at Cambridge and Boxbury. The 
country militia, m great numbers, have arrived from various 
parts of New Englaivl ; and the town of Boston is now bn- 
vested on all sides, and thus is the whole royal army reduced 
to the humble condition of a besieged garrison. The situa- 
tion of the inhabitants is deplorable ; a considerable pro- 
portion of the most affluent- have removed mto the country *, 
out others, from various circumstances, are compelled 
to remain and suffer all the calamities of a besieged town 
and precarious subsistence. Instances indeed are not want- 
ing of members of families beira torn from each other, wo> 
men and children flying from uieir husbands and parents, 
under the most afflictive and destitute circumstances. 

We are now experiencing a sii^lar kind of Interregnum 
in our Province ; more than a year has elapsed without ai^ 
legal government, or any regular administratioa of law and 
justice.— No crimes, however, of an atrocious nature have, 
we believe, been perpetrated ; all classes of people appear 
to be submissive, under the influence of the prmciples of 
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MNral rectitade and commoii jiutioe ; and tlie reaoliitioiis 
and Tecomoieiidatioiis of Coogress have all tfie weiglit and 
•ficmey of lawi. Oar domestic tranqaillity is in some meaa- 
«re iHtempted by a restless spirit mmoi^ the tories ; bat 
tte great body of the eoauBuu^ are aetvated by Ae glori* 
oos eaose of oor coQDtry's freedom. The maxim adopted 
by oor enemies is, <* Dmde mid confusr.'' We enjoin the 
esBUMnd, ** Vhiie mmi ht tnmnctUe." It is considered 
infinitely important to enconrage and promote a more 
perCiftct onion amoi^ the colonies, and harmony and onantmity 
among the people. ^^ /ikrfy ar dimdl,'' — ^'^ CMte or ^," are 
the mottoes which hiaxon the chronicles of the day, and em- 
bellidi the military standards of almost ereiy militia com- 

Ej. The man who does not acquiesce in the theme of 
rty is marked by the vigilant eye of saspicion, or stig- 
matized as an enemy to his coontty. Liberty poles are 
erected in almost every town and village ; and when a disaf- 
fected tory renders himself odious, by any active conduct, 
with the view <rf conteracting the pabUc measnres, he is 
seixed by a company of armed men, and conducted to the 
liberty pole, under which he is compelled to sign a recanta- 
tion, and give bonds lor his fiiture good conduct. In some in« 
stances, of particular stubbonmess and obstmacy, individuals 
have been imprisoned, or their names have been published 
in the newspapers as enemies to their countiy. It has in- 
deed onfortonately happened, that a few individuals, in con- 
sequence of their own indiscretion, have been the subjects 
of a more rigoroos procedure. Having fallen into die hands 
of those whose zeal has transported them beyond the bonds 
of moderation, they have received from the rabble a coat of 
tar and feathers, and in this perdicament have been exposed 
to the scofi and ridicule of the pmulace. Such examples 
have the effect of striking terror mto the hearts of all the 
disaffected, and of restraining the whole V^ ^i^"" acting 
against the general soise of tfie people. The tories make 
bitter complaints i^ainst the discipline they receive from 
the hands of the uHhigs ; their language is, ** Ton make the 
air resound with the cry of liberty, but subject those who 
differ from you to the humble condition tiS slaves, not per- 
mitting us to act, or even timk, accordh^ to the dSctates of 
conscience.'' The reply is, ** It is one of the first princi* 
pies of a free goverment, that the majority sinll bear 
role ; our majority is immensely large ; we have under- 
taken the hazardous task of defending the liberties of our 
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eountry agamst the mighty power of Great Britain, and 
hold ourselves responsible for our conduct. If you possess 
not patriotism and courage enough to unite your efforts with 
ours, it is our duty to put it out of your power to injure the 
common cause. If we are successful, your party and pos- 
terity will participate in the important advantages to be 
derived from our efforts. If our party should be crushed^ 
then will yours in turn become triumphant." A small num« 
ber of our tories have abandoned their homes, their families 
and property, and resorted to the standard of their royal 
master m Boston ; cousolii^ themselves in the confident ex* 

?ectation of an ample reward, and a triumphant restoration, 
'he clergymen of New England are, almost without excep- 
tion, advocates of whig principles ; there are a few instances 
only of the separation of a minister from his people, in con- 
sequence of a disagreement in political sentiment. The 
tories censure, in a very illiberal manner, the preacher who 
speaks boldly for the liberties of the people, while they 
lavish their praises on him who dares to teach the absurd 
doctrine, that magistrates have a divine right to do wrong, 
and are to be implicitly obeyed. It is reconmiended by wr 
Provincial Congress, that on other occasions than the sab- 
bath, ministers of parishes adapt their discourses to the times, 
and explain the nature of civil and religious liberty, and the 
duties of mapstrates and rulers. Accordingly, we have 
from our pulpits the most fervent and pious effusions to the 
throne of Divine Grace in behalf of our bleeding, afflicted 
country. A zealous divine^ who has been compelled to aban- 
don the people of his charge in Boston, on one occasion used, 
in the pulpit at P***, die following emphatical language. 
^^ Oh ! Lord, if our enemies will fight us, let them have 
fighting enoudi. If more soldiers are on their way hither, 
sink them, Lord, to the bottom of the sea." Every 
heart seemed ready to respond, ^^ Amen, yea, let them have 
fighting enough*" 

June 14I&. — Gen. Gage has issued a proclamation declar- 
ing the province of Massachusetts Bay to be in a state of 
rebellion, offering a pardon to all who will resort to his stan- 
dard, and denouncing the penalty of martial law on all those 
who refuse to submit to his authority, or who shall be found 
aiding or correspondinff with such as he has designated as uih 
pardonable rebels and traitors. He has been pleased to 
proscribe by name, Mr. John Hancock and Mr. Samuel 
AdamS) as objects of his exempUry vengeance. Yet, sio^ 
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giilar as it may appear, this same authorized GoTemor, and 
General in CUef of the royal army, is now cooped up in the 
town of Boston, panting for a country airing, of which he is 
debarred by his denounced rebels. 

We are a^in shocked by intelligence that a terrible bat- 
tle has been fought between the British regulars and the 
American soldiers, on Bunker, or rather Breed's hill, in 
Charlestown, near Boston, on the 1 7th instant. The report 
states that the whole town of Charlestown is burnt to ashes 
by the enemy, and that Dr. Joseph Warren, lately appoiuted 
Major General in our army, is killed ; and that several bun- 
dreils of our soldiers are killed and wounded. The battle, 
it is said, was extremely severe and destructive ; but the 
provincial troops displayed the greatest courage and bravery, 
in the face of the regulars, and have obtained inunortal 
honor. The British were several times defeated before 
they to<^ possession €i our works, and have suffered a loss 
of more than a thousand of their best troops ; among whom 
are a large proportion of their most valuable officers. They 
are now taught that Americans can bid defiance to royiu 
regulars, when called to defend their freedom. The situa* 
tion of our country is truly deplorable, a civil war at our 
doors ; our neighbors, our fathers and brothers, called from 
their families to encounter an inexorable enemy, consisting 
indeed of brethren and kindred ; our domestic peace and 
welfare cruelly interrupted ; and the aspect of our affairs 
gloomy in the extreme. All New England has become a 
theatre of military array ; and every member of the com- 
munity manifests the deepest concern for the great calami- 
ties, with which the country is afflicted, by the tyrannical 
measures of a corrupt admmistration. In the favor of Hea- 
ven and the wisdom of our Congress we repose all our hope 
and confidence. Participatii^, I trust, b the glorious spirit 
of the times, and contemplating improvement in my profes- 
sional pursuits, motives of patriotism and private interest 
prompt me to hazard my fortune in this noble conflict, with 
my brethren in the Provincial army. From the critical and 
embarrassed situation of our country, numerous and almost 
insurmountable difficulties are opposed to my view ; and I 
am too young to possess a maturity of judgment, but yet un- 
able to resist the impulse of enthusiasm which characterizes 
the times. My friends afford me no miconragement, alleging, 
that as this is a civil war, if I should fall into the hands of 
the British the gallows will be my fate. The terrors of the 
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fallows are not to be caaqnered, but I noat iDddgfl tke hwo 
diat I may escape it. Hundreds of mj superiors niaj tase 
tbeir turn before mioe shall come. The tones uiail me 
with the following powerful ailments. " loung man, are 
jrou senuble you are about to violate your duty to the best 
of kings, and run headlong into destruction ? Be assured 
that this rebellion will be of short duration. The royal 
army is all powerful, and will, in a few months, march 
through the cvuatry and bring all to subjection ; for they are 
experienced in war and expert in discipline. Their deet is 
able to destroy every seaport town and beat down all oar 
cities. There remains no rational alternative hut a recoD* 
ciliation and renewed obedience to our latvful govenunant ; 
or we shall soon experience their just vei^eaoce. What t« 
your army but an undisciplined rabble .' Can they stand 
against an army of regulars i Where are your OAnnon, your 
fire arms, your baytwets, and all your implements of war ? 
jUiore all, where is your treasure, and wnere can you look 
for a barrel of gun powder f The whole country ean scarce- 
ly afford a sufficiency for a battle of an hour." Not a small 
portiim of their reasoning I feel to be just and true. I am 
not certain, however, but much of it may prove erroseoas. 
The result of the late battle at Charlestown should convince 
the most incredulous tory, that ottr soldiers will face the reg- 
ular troops, and that we are blessed with the smiles (^ 
heaven oo our exertions. It would be presumption in me to 
deterniime as to possibilities and prospects ; but the vnee of 
liberty cannot be stifled, while tbe welfare and happioesi 
of more than three millions of people now in America, and 
of unborn millions, are involved in the issue. Onr rulers 
are the most competent Judges, and under their bmmen I 
diall venture, I hope not rashly, to enlist, and trast my des- 
tiny in the bands of a kind and overrulii^ Providence. My 
contemplated enterprise, it ia true, requires the experience 
and resolution of riper years than twenty-one, and qualifica- 
tions, which I do not possess, to ingratiate myself with 
strangers and those in authority. Having consulted JosefA 
Otis, Esq. of Barnstable, <ai this occasion, he immediately 
applauded my enterprise, and politely famiahed me with a 
letter to his brother-in-law, James Warren, Esq. of Ply- 
mouth, who is President of oar Provincial Cos^ress at 
Watertown. Imagisiation could not fail to paint my proapecta 
in bright ciAon, and I proceeded, July the 3d, with alacrit7 
to the seat of Congress. I was not distppcinted in a^ 
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iaterrieW with Mr. Warren ; 117 lefttor procured for me a 
fiiToraUe and p<riite reception. He honored me with his 
friendship and load assistance, and introdoced me to his ladj, 
whose father's family and my own, have for maogr years 
been on terms of friendly intercoarse. The office which I 
solicit is one in the medftoal departmmit, in the provincial 
hospital at Cambridge. A medical board, consisting of 
Drs. Helton and Taylor, are appointed to examine the 
eaadidtftes ; and they added my name to flie list for ex- 
ammation, on the lOdi instant. This state of suspense 
coBitinning several days, excites in my mind much anxiety 
and solicitude, apprehending that my stodc ct medical 
knowledge, when seamed by a learned committee, may be 
deemed inadequate, and all my hopes be blasted. While on 
aqr jonmey, a visit of a few days to my friends at Plymooth, 
gave me an ommrtnnity to pay my respects to the roekj 
wUch receivea the first footsteps of oar venerated forefa- 
thers, llie inhabitants of tins ancient town, from a rever- 
ence for the memory of the virtnous band of brokers from 
whom we derive onr origin, have lately with commendable 
seal and mnch labor split eff the upper portion of the rock, 
and removed it to a public square, by the side of the liberty 
^pole, near die church and court house. This rock, with its 
associations, would seem almost capable of imparting that 
love of country, and Aat moral viitue, which our times so 
mnch require. We seem holding converse with the celestial 
mirits, and receivmg monition from those who are «t rest m 
their graves. Have these ancient sages bequeathed their 
mantle to posterity ? Can we set our feet on their rock with- 
out swearing, by the spirit of our fathers, to defSsnd it and 
our comitry ? If we reflect on their matchless enterprise, 
their fortitude, and their sufferings, we must be inspired witii 
the spirit of patriotism, and the most invincible heroism. 
Unappalled by the dai^ers of unknown seas, and the perils 
and ue hardships of a savage wHdeniess, they left their 
native country, and undertook a settlement whidi promises, 
tkough ages, to remain the rich abode of knowledge, reli- 
gion, virtue and freedom. Let as then dierish a becoming 
sense of the exalted privUeges inherited from our ancestors, 
and resolve to defend them against all attenqpts of a corrupt 



•M^. — ^I improve the interim of my suspense to record an 
authentic narrative of the battk an Breed'g ESU, on the 17th 
of June. Inlelligeiice had been received that it was tiie 
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intention of General Gdge to post a part of hii troops, 
within a few days, on a promontory just at the entrance of 
the peninsula at Charlestown, called Bunker's hill. It was 
deemed important that our troops riiould possess themselves 
of this eminence, before the enemy could occupy it. Accor^ 
dingly, orders were given to Colonel Prescott, a veteran of 
the last war, with one thousand men, to march silently in the 
evening of the 16th of June, and throw up some intrench- 
ments on the heights of Bunker's hill. By some mistake 
they took possession of Breed's hill, which being about one 
fourth of a mile nearer Boston, was less capable of being 
defended. From some cause, the detachment was delayed 
m their labor, till 12 o'clock ; but such was their alacrity, 
that before daylight, they had formed a small redoubt and 
some imperfect Tine of defence. About 4 o'clock in the 
morning the British were astonished to behold the works 
which bad been thrown up in a single night, within a short 
distance of their vessels, without giving the least alarm-. 
They immediately commenced a tremendous cannonade 
from their shipping, their floating batteries, and from aU 
their fortifications, which could have a beslring on the Amer- 
ican works. Bombs and shot were incessantly rolUng among 
the provincials daring the forenoon, till the royal grenadiers 
and light infantry could be prepared to make their formidable 
attack; yet one man only was killed; and the Americans 
courageously persevered in strengthening their works. They 
received in the course of the forenoon a smaU reinforcement, 
which augmented their number to about fifteen hundred, arfd 
this was not much exceeded during the day of battle. It 
was by an unaccountable error that those people, who had 
been laboring all the ni^, were not relieved by others, nor 
even furnished with provisions before the battle. Generals 
Putnam, Warren and Pomeroy, ammated and encouraged the 
troops with their presence. At about 1 o'clock, 17th of 
June, the royal forces were observed to cross the river from 
Boston, and land on the shore at Charlestown ; at the head 
of these veterans were Major General Howe and Brigadier 
Qeneral Pigot ; their force consisted of about three thousand 
men, well provided with field artillery. They formed in 
two Imes, their officers haranguing them probably in such 
language as this. ^^ Those cowardly rebels must and shall 
be put to flight. See the dastardly Yankees with rusty guns 
and scarcely a bayonet amoi^ them. March on, my lads, 
march on, show them that you are Britons ; show them these 
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dttslin^ ftrflis, and bajroaets bright and diarp, anS yen shill 
soon see them take to theif heela and rm." Hear the roice 
if Patnatt, of Preseott, and Warren. *' Se^j my brare 
acMi^ra, Ifcitt phalttix approaching ; these Imes most and shall 
be defiSDded ; these are the cmel enenries to yonr freedom ; 
they hare come to enslare yon ; remember their barbarous 
marders of onr friends at Lexington ; fij^t manfnlly, and 
they shall be vanquished, reserve yonr fire tiD their near 
approach ; then with a sure aim cat them down, cat them 
down, and the victory shall be oors." The regnlars delibc 
Mely advance to the attack, the grenadiers in front. The 
Amerieaas reserve their fire till the enemy are within eight 
or ten rods, that they may do eflectnal execution ; when, 
by a general Ascfaarge of mnsketry and field artillery, sev-> 
era! oH^ers and men are seen to fall, *^ their ranks are 
ttinned ; see tbe gronnd covered with the slain ; see those 
wounded oficers borne off the field. " The conflict be- 
comes ciose^ and snch are the fatal effects of the mcessant 
and farioas discharge of oar mosketry, that the regulars re^ 
treat in disorder, and many of them flee even to their boats. 
The ofllcers, greatly agitated, parsae theit men and threaten 
theift with their swords ; with great difficulty they are ral- 
Ked, and commanded to advance again to the attack The 
provhicials are prepared, and when sufficiently near, a deadlv 
Are from their ranks puts the enemy a second time to fligfac, 
leavmg such numbers of dead and wounded, that several of 
Aeir officers exclaim, ^* It is downrq;iit butchery to lead the 
men on afresh against the lines." At this critkal moment, 
Iflator General Clinton, who till now had been a spectator 
with General Bargoyne on Copp^s hiH, in Boston, passed over 
mid entered the field, just in time to unite his efforts with 
tboae of the other officers, for the purpose of forcing the 
regulars to renew the attack. The Americans still remam 
firm and courageous at their posts ; but unfortunately it was 
now discovered that their powder was nearly expended, and 
amther supply could not be procured. The enemy now 
change the position of their cannon, and place them m a sit" 
nation to itdce die inside of our breast work m its whole 
course, which at lenrth obliges the provinciak to retire 
withm their little redoubt. The firing from tlie British 
ships, and odier armed vessels and batteries, is now pushed 
to the utmost extrenuty ; the regulars are impelled forward 
by their officers, and our redoubt n attacked on fliree sides 
at the same time. Our brave men continue their resistancOi 

4 
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and actually conrront the enemy with the butt mi of theif 
muskets after they had entered the fort. A party of our 
men, under command of Captain Knowlton, had taken up ft 
post and rail fence, and placing it against another, filled the 
vacancy with newly mowed hay, which served as a slight 
defence. The British light infantry attempted to force thia 
little party from their stand, and by this means to cut off 
the retreat of our troops. In this they displayed the great- 
est bravery, but their opposers poured forth their reserved 
and formidable fire in such a manner as to produce aatonish* 
ing execution, and to arrest their progress, till the whole of 
the Americans could effect a retreat. The narrow neck of 
land over which alone the provincials cpuld retire, was so 
securely guarded by a man of war and two floating batteries, 
as to render it extremely hazardous to pass over ; but not- 
withstanding their incessant firing, our loss there was quite 
inccmsiderable. The provincials were obliged to leave five 
pieces of field artillery in the hands of the enemy, finding it 
impossible to remove them. But a loss infinitely to be la- 
mented, and which occasions universal grief and sorrow, is 
that of Major General Joseph Warren. This distinguished 

Patriot and hero was, but a few days before, appomted br 
ongress to the rank of Major General in our army* Sues 
was his zeal and ardor that he rushed into the battle fore- 
most in danger with his musket^ and encouraged the soldiers 
by his example, till near the close of the battle, when he 
received a ratal shot and immediately expired. The loss at 
this crisis of a man possessing so much public virtue and 
military ardor, is almost irreparable. But the valor with 
which he is signalized reflects the highest h(mor and glory 
on his memory. It yet remains to mention that mi this ever 
memorable day, just at the commencement of the battle. 
General Howe ordered the handsome town of Charlestown 
to be set on fire, that the smoke might conceal their ma- 
noeuvres. The town consisted of three hundred dwelling 
houses, some of them elegant, and about two hundred 
buildings of other descriptions, which contained property 
and goods to a large amount, belonging to the distressed in- 
habitants of Boston. Fire was communicated to a number 
of houses, which, being wafted by the wind, soon reached 
the sacred temple, when the flames issued from its loAy 
spire ; while from the conflagration and the embattled field, 
smoke mingled with smoke in majestic columns, and ascend- 
ed to the clouds. This, with the roaring of cannon, sheet* 
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of fire from tbo musketrj, and the awful slaughter, formed 
R spectacle, which for sublimity and grandeur has never 
perhaps been exceeded. This most dreadful scene, with all 
its concomitant horrors, was within view of a vast concourse 
of agonised spectators, posted on the tops of houses and 
steeples in Boston, and on numerous surrounding hills, hun- 
dreds of whom were trembling for the fate of a parent, a 
hosband, or a brother. Well might a devout person exclaim, 
Good Heavens ! what a scene do I behold ! what carnage of 
the human race f what sacrifice of precious life. My God ! 
stay thy hand, restrain a further eflusion of human blood, 
spare the innocent, let punishment fall on the heads of the 
guilty. Is there not some hidden curse in reserve for our 
country's foes ! At the head of the British army General 
Howe advanced with undaunted bravery, continually pressing 
into the n^ost exposed situation. It is truly wonderiiil that 
he escaped with only a wound in his foot. The valiant Major 
Pitcairn, who was so conspicuously active at Lexinjgton, was 
among the first who mounted our breast works, and at the 
moment when he was heard to exclaim, ^^ the day is ours," 
the fatal ball pierced his body, and he fell. His son, a 
Captain, received him in his arms, with all the ardor of filial 
love and tender sympathy, and bore him to the boat, where 
fae expired. On the American side, Generals Putnam, 
Warren, Pomeroy, and Colonel Prescott, were emphatically 
the heroes of the day, and their unexampled efforts were 
crowned with glory. The incomparable Colonel Prescott 
marched at the head of the detachment, and though several 

Jeneral officers were present, he retained the command 
oring the action. He displayed a native daring bravery 
altogether unrivalled, and infused the conquering spirit of a 
soldier into the hearts of all who were under his command, 
and crowned himself with immortal honor. Colonel John 
Stark commanded a regiment from New Hampshire, and 
signalized himself by his active bravery. His very valiant 
major, McClary, was killed by a cannon ball while recrossing 
Charlestown neck, which is lamented as a public loss. On 
this never to be forgotten occasion, a fair opportunity was 
presented for the trial of the courage and prowess of the 
people of New England, when contending for their constitu- 
tional freedom. They marched to the field as an undisci- 
plined, inexperienced body of yeomanry, rather than as 
professed warriors ; a lar^e majority of them carrying ordi^ 
nary fire arms, unprovided with bayonets, and habited in the 
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ityle of country laborers. It was their lot to contend with 
an army of disciplined veterans, professedly experienced in 
the art of warfare, uniformly clothed and armed, and com- 
manded by generals, whose names, even in Europe, are 
jittle less than a host. 

The comparative force of the two armies was about two 
to one, agamst the provincials, besides the royal artillery 
ships, and other armed vessels. What, in fact, is the result 
of this most unequal oombat ? Certain it is, that on the 
first and the second onset, the veterans were fairly repulsed, 
and whatever advantage was ultimately obtained, was at the 
expense of some of ueir most valuable officers, and the 
jQower of the British grenadiers and light infantry. These 
two corps, at the moment of their first onset, lost three 
fourths of their number ; of one company five, and of an- 
other, fourteen (mly escaped. The remarkable disparity of 
loss is a olefur demonstration of the superior advantage on 
our side. It Is an aseertained fact, that of the enemy 
nineteen commissioned officers were killed, and seventy 
wounded ; and their total loss, according to General Gage, 
was <me Uiousand and fifty*four,* Of the provincials, Uie 
killed and dead of their wounds, are one hundred and thirty? 
nme. Other wounded, two hundred and seventy-eight. 
Prisoners by the enemy, thirty-six. Total, four hundred and 
fifty-three* The provincials hs^ve much reason to triumph 
on the successful issue of this first general conflict with vet- 
eran troops ; it must tend greatly to increase their confi- 
dence in their own powers, and give them a serious impres- 
sion that we are favored with the smiles of Heaven. Had 
our troops been furnished with a sufficient quantity of am- 
munition, the enemj must have suffered a total defeat. 
After our troops retreated, the regulars took possession of 
their dear bought Bunker's hill, and immediately fortified 
themselves there. It is said that some of the veteran 
British officers, who have been in some hard fought battles 
in Europe, observed, thftt they had never witn^ss^ any one 
equal in severity to that on Breed's hill. It is presumed 
they will no longer apply the term poltroons to American 
soldiers. A considerable number of tories, whose zeti for 
the royal cause led them into battle, were killed or wounded. 
Our army has taken post at Cambridge and Roxbury, in such 



* Borne other aeooanti lUvte the Brhuh lo« at ^nhteen hundred and fifty'^ne 
ki)le4 1^ wounded s vDOOg which wvt e^htj-fhre olSeert. 
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manner as to invest the town of Boston. Our genem) 
officers are Generals Ward» Pomeroy, Thc^mas, and Heatli, 
of MassacbosetU colony, and General Putnam, from Con- 
necticut. 

On the day appointed, the medical candidates, sixteen in 
number, were summoncMl before the board for examination. 
This business occupied about four hours ; the subjects were 
anatomy, physiology, surgery, and medicine. It was not long 
after, Uiat I was happily relieved from suspense, by receiv* 
jng the sanction aim acceptance of the board, with some 
acceptable instructions relative to the faithful discharge of 
duty, and the humane treatment of those soldiers who may 
have the misfortune to require my assistance. Six of our 
number were privately rejected as being found unqualified. 
The examination was in a considerable degree close and 
severe, which occasioned not a little agitation in our ranks. 
But it was on another occasion, as J am told, that a candidate 
under examination was acitated into a state of perspiration, 
imd being required to describe the mode of treatment in 
rheumatism, among other remedies be would promote a 
sweat, and being asked how he would effect this with his 
patient, after some hesitation he replied, ^^ I would have 
nim examined by a medical conunittee-^' I was so fortunate 
as to obtain the office of sui^eon's mate in the provincial 
hospital at Cambridge, Dr. John Warren being the senior 
surgeon. He was the brother and pupil of the gallant Gen* 
era! Joseph Warren, who was slain in the memorable battle 
on Breed's hill . This gentleman has acquired great reputation 
in his profession, and is distinguished for his humanity and at- 
tention to the sick and wounded soldiers, and for his amiable 
disposition. Having received my appointment by the Pro- 
vincial Congress, I commenced my doty m the hospital, July 
15th. Several private, but commodious houses in Cam- 
bridge are occupied for hospitals, and a considerable number 
of soldiers who were wounded at Breed's hill, and a greater 
number of sick of various diseases, require all our attention. 
Dr. Isaac Foster, late of Charlestown, is also appomted a 
lienioE hospital surgeon ; and Us student, Mr. Josiah Bartlet, 
officiates as his mate ; Dr. Bepjamin Church is Director 
General of the hospital. 

I am informed that G^ieral George Washington arrived 
at our provincial camp, m tlus town, on the 2d July ; havmg 
been appointed, by the unanimous voice of the Continents 
Coiigress at Philadelphia, General and Commander in Chief 
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of all the troops raised, and to be raised, for the defence of 
the United Colonies, as they are now termed. They are, 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
General Washington is a native of Virginia ; he was in 
General Braddock's defeat in 1755, and having had consid* 
erable experience in the wars with Uie French and Indians 
on the frontiers of that colony in former years, — ^he is sup- 
posed to possess ample qualifications for the command of 
our army, and the appointment gives universal satisfaction, 
such is his disinterested patriotism, that he assured Congress, 
on his appointment, that he should receive from the public, 
for his military services, no other compensation than the 
amount of his necessary expenses. He has been received 
here with every mark of respect, and addressed by our 
Provincial Congress in the most affectionate and respectful 
manner. All ranks appear to repose full confidence in him 
as Commander in Chief ; it is the fervent prayer of the 
religiously disposed, that he may be instrpmental in bringing 
this unhappy controversy to an honorable and speedy termi- 
nati(Mi. He is accompanied by General Lee and General 
Gates ; two gentlemen who have held commissions in the 
royal army. The former is now appointed Major General, 
and the latter Adjutant General, by our Continental Congress. 
General Washington has established his head-quarters in a 
convenient house, about half a mile from Harvard College, 
and in the vicinit^ 6f our hospital. The provincial army is 
encamped in various parts of this town and Roxbury, and 
some works have been erected on Prospect Hill, and on an 
eminence near Roxbury church, within cannon shot of Bost<m. 
The amount of our forces I have not ascertained ; but we 
are daily increasmg in numbers, both of militia and enlisted 
spldiers. The operations of the war have interrupted the 
progress of education at college ; the students have returned 
to their homes, and the college buildings are occupied by 
our soldiery. 

July 2Qth.— Thin day is devoted to a Public Fast through- 
out the United Colonies, by the recommendation of Congress, 
to implore the Divine benediction on our country ; that any 
further shedding of blood may be averted ; and that the 
calamities with which we are afflicted may be removed. 
This is the first General or Continental Fast ever observed 
since the settlement of the colonies. I have been much 
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Sttifidd this day with a view of General Washington. His 
xcellency was on horseback, in company with several 
military gentlemen. It was not difficult to distinguish him 
from all others ; his personal appearance is truly noble and 
majestic, being tall and well proportioned. His dress is a 
blue coat with buff colored facings, a rich epaulette on each 
shoulder, buff under dress, and an elegant small sword ; a 
black cockade in his hat. 

Jlugust. — The firing of cannon is now frequently practised 
from our works at Prospect Hill and Winter Hill, advan- 
tageous eminences m full view ajid within cannon shot of the 
enemy's camp on Bunker's Hill ; and some shot are returned 
from the enemy ; but without any considerable Iosaf. At 
Roxbury also our people have fortified several' hills, and 
breast works are thrown up across the main street, withkr 
half a mile of the British lines ; from which camMm shot 
and some bomb shells are every day thrown into Boston. 
The enemy fire their cannon shot into Roxbury, and several 
have passed through the church ; but little damage has yet 
been sustained, and our soldiers become so familiarized to 
the sight of cannon shot rolling among them, that they mani- 
fest little or no fear of the consequences. The right wing 
of our army, at Roxbury, is commanded by Major General 
Ward ; and the left, at Prospect Hill, by Major General 
Lee. 

The Continental Congress having voted, ^^ That a sum not 
exceeding two millions of Spanish milled dollars be emitted 
by them m bills of credit for the defence of America," gold 
and silver soon disappeared^ and paper bills now circulate 
instead of specie. 

Several companies of riflemen, amounting, it is said, to 
more than fourteen hundred men, have arrived here from 
Pennsylvania and Maryland ; a distance of from five hundred 
to seven hundred miles. They are remarkably stout and har- 
dy men ; many of them exceeding six feet in height. They 
are dressed in white frocks, or rifle shirts, and round hats. 
These men are remarkable for the accuracy of their aim ; 
striking a mark with great certainty at two hundred yards 
distance. At a review, a company of them, while on a 

Juick advance, fired their balls into objects of seven inches 
iameter, at the distance of two hundred and fifty yards. 
They are now stationed on our lines, and their shot have 
frequently proved fatal to British officers and soldiers, who 



34 lltLlTARlr JOURNAL, HtS. foCtdBEK/ 

expose themselves to Tiew, even at more i\M double the 
distance of commoo musket shot. 

October. — An event of considerable importance has occurs 
red} which occasions much surprise and speculation. Dr. 
Benjamin Church has long sustained high reputation as a 
patriot and son of liberty. He has, for some time, been a 
member of our House of Representatives ; and has been 
appointed Surgeon General and Director of our Hospitals. 
This gentleman has just been detected in a traitorous cor- 
respondence with the enemj in Boston. A letter in cypher, 
written by him^ was entrusted to the care of a female, with 
whom he was well acquainted, to be conveyed to Boston^ 
On examinalioii^ the womas absolutely refused to reveal the 
name of the writer, till she was terriied by the threats of 
severe paaishment ; when she named Dr. Church, he was 
greatly agitated and cmifounded, manifested iMrks of guilt, 
and made no attempt to vindicate himself. But after the 
letter was decqibered, and he bad taken tkne to reflect, he 
med all his powers of persuasion to^ make it appear that the 
letter ccmtained no information that would injure the Ameri* 
can cause ;. and made a solemn appeid* to heavoi that it was 
written for the purpose of procuring some important intelli^ 
gence from the enemy. He was triedy convicted, and ex-^ 
polled from the House of Representatives ; and Coi^ress 
afterwards resolved, '^ that he be closely confined in some 
secure jail in Connecticut, without the use of pen, ink, or 
paper ; and that no person be allowed to converse with him, 
except in the presence and hearing of a magistrate, or the 
sheriff of the county.''* 

I have just returned from a ramble to Roxbury, with a 
view of examining jthe camp and works ixk that quarter. Not 
meeting with any person with wkom I am acquainted, I re- 
turned after a slight view of the lines and the church in that 
town, which is pierced through b many places by cannon 
shot from the enemy. 

10f&. — General Gage has sailed for England; and th^ 
command of the army has devolved on General William 
Howe. He has issued a proclamation, prohibiting - all per- 
sons attempting to quit the town, without a written license, 
on penalty of military execution, if taken, and if they escape 
they are to be proceeded against as traitors, and their effects 



* Dr. Cirareh was finally permitted to depart from the ooantry. He enkirke^ 
for the Weet iadiee j the Tenel liraiidered at eea^ and all were loft. 
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to be forfeited ; and tiM declaring, that if angr, who are 
Uoensed to depart, attempt carrying away more tlian fire 

Coimda in specie, they shall forfeit the wh(^ sum discovered, 
eside suftring fine and imprisonment. Such is the wretcln 
ed condition of the Bostonians since their native town has 
been converted into a royal garrison. It is recollected that 
in April last, it was agreed between General Gage and a 
eomniittee of the town, that on the inhabitants in general 
surrendering np their fire arms to the care of the select** 
men, all such inhabitants as were desirous of removii^ out 
df town, should have Uiis liberty, with their families and 
effects. The town voted to comply with this proposal, and 
(General Gage on his part confirmed the same. It was also 
stipulated, that those persons in the country who should in^ 
eline to remove into tfoston dmuld be permitted to chai^ 
their residence without molestation. The fire arms were 
accordingly surrendered, and some of the inhabitstnts wer«l 
allowed to depart ; but it was not long before General Gage 
found various pretences to violate his stipulation, and prohib* 
ited any further removals ; in consequence of which many 
famUies were compelled to a cruel separation ; husbands and 
wives, parents and children were separated, and the aged 
and infirm left without protectioo. 

The term for which the continental soldiers enlisted will 
expire in a few weeks, and it is understood that the recruits 
for a future army will be enlisted to serve to the 1st of 
December next, unless sooner discharged^ as hopes are yet 
entertained ttat a settlement of our difficulties with Great 
Britain mav be effected. Reports are in circulation that an 
attack on the town of Boston is contemplated ; or, that the 
)plan has been agitated and is relinquished, till our people 
csin pass over on the ice. The public appear to be impa* 
tient to have our inveterate enemies expelled from our ter^ 
ritories. 

JVWsfnisr. — Our hospitals are considerably crowded with 
aick soldiers from camp ; the prevailing diseases are autum* 
nal fevers and dysenteric complaints, which have proved 
futal in a considerable number of bstances. It is highly 
gratifying to observe, that these brave men, while in the 
aervice of their country, receive in sickness all the kind 
attention from physicians and nurses, which their circum- 
/itances require ; tiiey have the prayers and consolations of 
pious clergymen, and are destitute of nothing, but tbe pres- 
ence of their dearest friends, to alleviate their sufferings. 

6 
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. I am sorry to have occasion to notice in nkj journal' the 
following occurrence. The body of a soldier has been 
taken from the grave^ for the purpose, probably, of. disseC'^ 
tion, and the empty coffin left exposed. Thb affair oecasions 
considerable excitement among our people ; both resentment 
and grief are manifested ; as it seems to impress the idea 
that a soldier's body is held in no estimation after death. 
Such a practice, if countenanced, might be attended with 
serious consequences, as it respects our soldiers. Much 
inquiry has been made, but without success, for the discoY-' 
ery of the persons concerned ; and the practice in future 
is strictly prohibited by the commander in chief. 
. The joyful intelligence is now announced in the public 
papers, that Captain Manly, of Marblehead, commander of 
one of our privateers, has captured an English ship, bound 
to Boston, loaded with ordnance stores, of immense value 
at the present time. Among the ordnance is a large brass 
mortar on a new construction ; and a number of pieces of 
fine brass cannon. There are small arms, ammunition, 
utensils, &c. &c. in great abundance. An invoice, it is said, 
could scarcely be formed of articles better suited to our 
wants and circumstances. Several other store vessels have 
been taken by our privateers, with cargoes of provision and 
various kinds of stores, to a very considerable amount, which 
greatly augments the distresses o( the troops and people in 
Boston, and affords us a very opportune and essential supply. 
It is now represented that the distresses of the inhabitants 
and troops in Boston exceed the possibility of description. 
They are almost in a state of starvation, for the want of 
food and fuel. The inhabitants, totally destitate of vegeta- 
bles, flour, and fresh provisions, have actually been obliged 
to feed on horse flesh ; and the troops confined to salt pro* 
visions ; by means of which they have become very sickly. 
They have taken down a number of houses, removed the 
pews from the church, and are digging up the timber at the 
wharves for fuel. 

December 2d. — I visited the park of artillery, and was 
much gratified to find a collection of ordnance far exceeding 
my expectations, and such as is supposed by some to be 
adequate to our present exigence. I had a view of the 
large brass mortar taken by Captain Manly ; it is now called 
the Congregs^ and will soon be prepared to speak in strong 
terms to itiTormer masters. 
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' 4ih, — ^A considerable Dumber of Connecticut troops hare* 
Jeft our service and returned home ; no persuasion could 
induce tbem to continue in service after their time of en- 
Kstment had expired. Enlisting officers are distributed in 
rarious parts of New England ; but it is reported that volun- 
tary enlistments go on slowly. The people seem to be 
unwilling to engage in the public service, and require higher 
wages. The spirit of patriotism appears in some degree to 
have subsided, and the militia are to be employed. 

lUh, — ^A paKy of militia, said to be about two thousand, 
have arrived in camp ; and information is received that three 
thousand more are on their march. A few enlisted soldiers 
have arrived ; but so destitute are they of fire arms, that it 
has been found necessary to take the arms by force from the 
soldiers who retire, paying for them, in order to supply the 
recruits. 

18I&. — ^The Americans have advanced and broken ground 
at Lechmere's Point, within half a mile of Boston ; 
which occasioned a severe cannonade from the enemy ; but 
they persevered in their work and suffered but an inconsid- 
erable loss. It is stated, from the minutes of some person, 
that from Breed's Hill battle to the 25tfa instant, the British 
have thrown upwards of two thousand shot and shells. By 
Ae whole firing, on Cambridge side, they killed only seven, 
and on Roxbury side, five, just a dozen in the whole. At 
this rate, how many shot and bombs will it require to subdue 
tfie whole of his majesty's rebellious subjects ? 

January^ 1776. — At the close of the last year, as b now 
reported, our army was reduced to a very critical situation, 
being obliged to substitute new raised troops and militia m 
the place of those who had been in service five or six 
mondis ; and this exchange was made within musket shot of 
the enemy's lines. During part of this period, our numbers 
were not sufficient to man the lines, nor was there pmvder 
enough in camp to furnish four rounds a man. Before our 
privateers had fortunately captured some prizes with cannon 
and other ordnance, our army before Boston had, I believe, 
only four small brass cannon, and a few old honey-comb iron 
pieces, with their trunnions broken off ; and these were 
ingeniously bedded in timbers in the same manner as that of 
•tocking a musket. These machines were extremely un« 
wieldy and inconvenient, requiring much skill and labor to 
irievate and depress them. Had the enemy been made 
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acquainted with our situatioD, the conseqaences might have 
been exceedingly distressing. 

.25ith — The newspapers announce the most painful intelli* 
gence from our army in Canada. General Montgomery, the. 
commander, made a desperate, but unsuccessfiU assault o» 
the city of Quebec, on the Slst ultimo. The event ba» 
proved most fatal and disastrous. General Montgomery, 
and his aid-de-camp, with several other officers, were slain* 
Colonel Arnold, the second in command, heroically passed 
the first barrier with his small party, and received a wound 
in his leg. About three hundred oi the continental troops 
were made prisoners, and about sixty killed and wounded* 
We remain unacquamted with further particulars. The 
death of General Montgomery is universally deplored. la 
the public papers we have the following account of this^ 
brave officer. ^^ He was a captain of grenadiers in the 17th 
regiment of British troops, of which General Monckton was 
colonel. He served the last war in the expeditions uk 
the West Indies and America, and returned with his regi* 
ment to England. In 1772 he Quitted his regiment, thot^^ 
in a fair way of preferment. Whilst in Amenca he imbibed 
an affection for this country — he had, while in the king's 
service, declared his disapprobation of the sentiments of the 
ministry, and viewed America as the rising seat of arts and 
freedom.'' 

February dth. — A very considerable firing was heard last 
evening from Boston ; it was occasioned by a detachment of 
one hundred men, under the command of Major Knowlton, 
who made an incursion into Charlestown, for the purpose of 
burning a number of houses, to deprive the enemy of their 
use. He effected the object of his expedition by burnii^ 
about ten houses in the possession of the enemy, and return-* 
ed in less than two hours, bringing off some muskets, with* 
out the loss of a single man either killed 6r wounded. 

I4ih' — ^The following anecdote is worth notice ; it appear^ 
by extracts from letters written by the officers who are the 
subjects of it. Some British officers, soon after General 
Gage arrived at Boston, while walking on Beacon Hill in the 
evening, were frightened bv noises in the air, which thev 
took to be the whizzing of ouUets. They left the hill with 
great precipitation, and reported that they were shot at 
with air guns, and wrote frightful accounts of the affair to 
their friei^ in England. The whizzmg noise which so 



idamed tkese vijiaot •iieert cmIA be bo oUmt than the 
buxsnng of bogs and beetles, while flying in the air.* 

16th.— 4t might be supposed that the melancholy aspect 
of the times, ml the dreadful disappointmmits and prira* 
tioBs of the British officers and tories in Boston, would afford 
matter for the most serious consideration, and effectually 
cheek every emotion bordering on levity and amusement. 
We find however that they do not deny themselves balls and 
theatrical amusem^iU, for they say in the language of the 
poet, 

«« WiMt aeod if pipinf Ibr tk« tongt sad db 
Whft ov oim BisaciM c«a nudM ai Many 



It is asserted from Boston, that on the eveidng when Major 
Knowlton set fire to the houses in Charlestown, 8th instant, 
ttie farce of '< The BlscJbode 0/ Boiton,*^ of which General 
Burgoyne is the reputed author, was to be performed. The 
figure designed to burlesque General Washington was dress- 
ed in an uncouth style, with a large wig and long rusty 
eword, attended by his orderly sergeant in his country dress, 
having on his shoulder an old rusty gun seven or ei^t feet 
long. At the moment this figure appeared on the stage, one 
of the regular sergeants came running on the stage, threw 
down his bayonet, and exclaimed, ^*The Yankees are 
attacking our works on Bunker's Hill." Those of the audi<* 
ence who were unacquainted with the different parts, sup- 
nosed that this beMirnd to the ftroe ; but when Genera] 
Howe called out, Offieen to your alarm posUy they were 
undeceived ; all was confusion and dismay ; and among the 
ladies, shriekii^ and faintii^ ensued. How pure the satis* 
ftiction to a great mind employed in burlesqumg those Tan* 
kees by whom they are besieeed ! 

Idik. — Dr. John l^organ, of Philadelphia, is appointed by 
Congress Director General of our hospitals, instead of Dr. 
Church, removed. Since his arrival here, a new and 
systematic arrangement in the medical department has taken 



* In that eelebr»tad poiHb M'Trngal, we Sad the arcmMmnee dios ntimed :r- 



•« No man tM 9n&k coImmI 
Fran whiuiag beeUei w air suns ; 
Oldiikehorn-tagi taOate, or Oroiigli fttr 
MiiBiwiiiaiiB CakM far wmJktimtn i 
Mor ^aeapea, as if joa'd fained wm^Suat 
From Beefaebub^s whole host of Mas. 
No hog Umso wariike hearts aimls ; 
tlMTbattat kavw th* aend of halls,'' 
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Elace ; the number of surgeons' mates in, the hospital is to 
e reduced, and vacancies in regiments are to be supplied. 
I hare been subjected to another examination by Dr. Morgan, 
and received from him the appointment of surgeon's mate to 
Dr. David Townsend, in the regiment commanded bj Colonel 
Asa Whitcomb, stationed in the barracks on Prospect Hill. 

22d. — Our regiment, according to orders, marched to 
Roxburj ; and took quarters in the large and elegant house 
formerly belonging to Governor Shiriey. Great preparations 
are making in our army for some important event. Several 
regiments of militia have arrived from the country ; and 
orders have been received for surgeons and mates to prepare 
lint and bandages, to the amount of two thousand, for frac- 
tured limbs, and other gun shot wounds. It is however to 
be hoped that not one quarter of the number will be requir- 
ed, whatever may be the nature of the occasion. Great 
activity and animation are observed among our officers and 
soldiers, who manifest an anxious desire to have a conflict 
with the enemy. Either a general assault on the town of 
Boston, or the erection of works on the heights of Dorches- 
ter, or both, is generally supposed to be m contemplation. 

March 2d. — ^A very heavy discharge of cannon and 
mortar? commenced from all our works at Cambridge and 
Boxbury. 

Sd. — The firing from our works continues, but the great 
brass mortar, the Cangr^Mj and two others, have unu^rtu- 
nately burst ; which is exceedingly regretted. 

4t&. — The object in view is now generally understood to 
be the occupying and fortifying the advantageous heights of 
Dorchester. A detachment of our troops is ordered to 
march for this purpose this evening ; and our regiment, with 
several others, has received orders to march at 4 o'clock m 
the morning, to relieve them. We are favored with a full 
bright moon, and the night is remarkably mild and pleasant ; 
the preparations are immense ; more than three hundred 
loaded carts are in motion. By the great exertions of Gen- 
eral Mifflin, our Quarter Master General, the requisite 
number of teams has been procured. The covering party 
of eight hundred men advance in front. Then follow the 
carts with the entrenching tools ; after which, the working 
party of twelve hundred, commanded by General Thomas, 
of Kingston. Next in the martial procession are a train of 
carts, loaded with fascines and hay, screwed into large 
bundles of seven or eight hundred weight. The whole 
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procession mored on in solenm silence, and with perfect oi'def 
and regularity ; while the continued roar of cannon serves 
to engage the attention and divert the enemy from the main 
object. 

5th.->r-At about four o^dock our regiment followed to th^e 
heights of Dorchester, as a relief party. On passing Dor-' 
Chester Neck I observed a vast number of large bundles of 
screwed hay, arranged in a line next the f nemy, to protect 
onr troQ|»s from a raking fire, to which we should have been 
greatly exposed, while passing and repassing. The carts 
Were still in motion with materials ; some of them have 
Made three or four trips. On the heights we found two 
forts in considerable forwardness, and sufficient for a defence 
against small arms and grape shot: The amount of labor 
performed during the night, considering the earth is frozen 
eighteen inches deep, is almost incredible. The enemy 
having discovered our works in the morning, commenced a 
tremendous cannonade from the forts in Boston, and from 
their shipping in the harbor. * Cannon shot are continually 
rolling and rebounding over the hill ; and it is astonishing to 
observe how little our soldiers are terrified by them. Dur- 
ing the forenoon we were in momentary expectatiim of wit* 
nessing an awful scene ; nothii^ less than the carnage of 
Breed's hill battle was expected. The royal troops are 

Eerceived to be in motion, as if embarking to pass the bar- 
or, and land on Dorchester shore, to attack our works. 
The hills and elevations in this vicinity are covered with 
spectators to witness deeds of horror in the expected conflict. 
His Excellency General Washington is present, animating 
and encouraging the soldiers, aiid they m return manifest 
their joy,. and express a warm desire for the approach of the 
enemy ; each man knows his place, and is resolute to exe^ 
cute his duty. Our breast works are strengthened, and 
among the means of defence are a great number of barrels, 
filled with stones and sand, arranged in front of our works ; 
which are to be put in motion and made to roll down the bill, 
to break the ranks and legs of the assailants as they advance. 
These are the preparations for blood and slaughter ! Gra- 
cious God ! if it be determined in thy Providence that 
thousands of our fellow creatures shall this day be slam, let 
thy wrath be appeased, and in mercy grant, that victory be 
on the side of our sufi*ering, bleeding, country.— '—The anxious 
day has dosed, and the enemy has £ailed to molest us. 
From appearances, however, there are strong reasons to sup- 
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pei6, tliat tkey have only poitpoaed tbeir ttedflatel werk 
till another day. It is presamed that the martial fire, which 
hat been enkindled in the breasts of oar soldiery, will net 
be extinguished during the night, and that they will not rest 
quietly under their disappointmenL Early in the morning 
of the 6th, our regiment was relieved from its tour of duty, 
and I bade adieu to Dorchester heights, without being called 
to dress a single uroiind. Not more than two or three men 
were killed or wounded during the twenty four hours. Some 
of the British troops were seen to embark, and pass iowD 
towards the Castle last evening, to be in readiness, as waa 
supposed, in ooigunction with oUiers, to attack our works this 
morning ; but a most violent storm came on in the night, and 
still cootinuiog, obliges General Howe to dnndon his enter- 

{rise, and thus has a kind Providence seen fit to frustrate a 
esign, which m«st have been attended with inmiense 
slaughter and bloodshed. General Howe most now be sen- 
sible of his exposed situation, and be conviaeed of the imme- 
diate necessity of evacuatiiw the town of Boston, if he 
would prevent the sacrifice of bis fleet and army. 

1th. — ^There are strong indications in Boston, that tiie 
king's troops are preparing to evacuate the town ; and that 
no attempt will be made to dispossess our people of the 
works, which we have constructed on Dot Chester heights. 

&&.— rA flag of truce has come out of Boston with a mes« 
sage from the selectmen ; acquaints^ General Washington 
that General Howe has come to the determination to evacu- 
ate the town ; and that he would leave it standing, provided 
his army should be permitted to retire without being me- 
lested. At the same time mtimating, as is reported, that 
in case he should be attacked by our army, the town should 
be set on fire in different places, in order to secure his 
retreat. We are unacquainted with the determination of 
his Excellency respecting this proposition ; but it is well 
known that he has been m favor of maldng an attack on the 
town; and that the necessary preparations were made, and 
the plan arranged, to be put in execution, in the event of the 
enemyNi meditated attack on our works at Dorchester 
heights. Four thousand troops, the first division commanded 
by General Sullivan, the second by General Greene, were 
ordered to be in readiness, in case the enemy had advanced 
and been defeated on the heights of Dorchester, this force, 
at a given signal, was to have mshed into the town and taken 
possession. 



t 
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It is credibly reported from Boston, that on the morning 
when the British officers dbcovered our newly erected 
Works, which, <m account of a fog loomed to great advan- 
tage, and appeared larger than the reality. General Howe, 
on viewing them, was heard to say in astonishment, '^ I know 
not what! shall do, the rebels have done more in one night 
than my whole arpiy would have done in weeks. His admi- 
ral soon assured him that if the rebels were permitted to 
hold possession, he should not be able to keep a single ship in 
the harbor in safety. 

Nothmg of consequence occurred to observation till Sun- 
day mormn|, March 17th, when at ai^ early hour it was 
perceived Uiat the royal army commenced their embarka- 
tion on board of transports. In the course of the forenoon 
we enjoyed the unspeakable satisfaction of beholding their 
whole fleet under sail, wafting from our shored the dreadful 
scourge of war. It was in the power of the provincials by 
a cannonade to have annoyed the enemy's shipping and trans- 
ports as they passed Dorchester heij^ts, ana to have occa- 
sioned great embarrassment and destruction among them ; 
but no orders were given for this purpose, and they were 
suffered to pass unmolested. By this event we are happily 
relieved of a force consisting of seven thousand five hundred 
and seventy-five regulars, exclusive of the staff, which, with 
the marines and sailors, may be estimated at about ten thou- 
sand in the whole. This force greatly exceeds the five 
regiments, with which General Grant, vauntingly boasted in 
England, that he could march successfully from one end of 
the American continent to the other. A considerable number 
of tories, who bad joined the royal standard, took passage 
-with their families on board of the transports with the army, " 
and bade adieu to their native country, without knowing what 
part of the world is to be their destiny. 

Immediately after the enemv saUed from Boston harbor, 
General Washii^on ordered the major part of his army to 
march to New York, to secure that city against the appre^ 
bended invasion of General Howe. It wSLs not till Wednes- 
day, the 20th, that our troops were permitted to enter the 
town, when our regiment, with two or three others, were 
ordered to march in, and take up our quarters, which were 
provided for us in comfortable houses. "While marching 
tbrou^ the streets, the inhabitants appeared at their doors 
and windows ; though they manifested fi lively joy on being 
liberated from a4ong imprisonment, they were not altogether 
6 
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free from a melancholy gloom which ten tedious month*' siege 
has spread over their countenances. The streets and huii4- 
ings present a scene, which reflects disgrace on their late 
occupants, exhibiting a deplorable desolation and wretch* 
edness. 

Boston^ March 22d. — ^A concourse of people from the 
countrr are crowding into town, full of friendly solicitude ; 
and it is truly interesting to witness the tender interview/i 
and fond embraces of those, who have been loog separated 
under circumstances so peculiarly distressing. But it is 
particularly unfortunate on this occasion, that the smallpox 
IS lurkii^ in various parts of the town ; which deters many 
from enjoying an interview with their friends. The parents 
and sister of my friend Dr. Townsend h^ve continued in 
town during the sieee ; being introduced to the family by the 
Doctor, I received a kmd and polite invitation to take up 
my abode with them, where I am enjoying the kindest ^%iw 
tions and civilities, i accompanied several gentlemen to 
view the British fortifications on Roxbury neck, where I 
observed a prodigious Qu^clber of little military enjpnes call- 
ed caltrops, or crow feet, scattered over the ground in the 
vicinity of the works to impede the march of o^r troops in 
case of an attack. The implement ccmsists of an iron ball 
armed with four sharp points about one inch in leq^, so 
formed that which way soever it may fall one pomt lies up- 
wards to pierce the feet of horses or men, a^d are adoiira' 
biy well calculated to obstruct the march of an enemy. 

SSd.— I went to view the Old South Churdi, a spacious 
bricik buildii^ near the centre of the town. It has been for 
more than a century consecrated to the service of religion, 
and many eminent divines have in its pulpit labored in teach- 
ing the ways of righteousness and truth. But during the 
late siege the inside of it was entirely destroyed by the 
British, and the sacred building occupied as a riding school 
for Burgoyne's regiment of dragoons. The pulpit and pews 
were removed, the floor covered with earth, and used for 
the purpose of training and exercising their horses. A 
beautiful pew, ornamented with carved work and silk furni* 
ture, was demolished ; and by order of an officer, the carved 
work, it is said, was used as a fence for a hogsty. The 
North Church, a very valuable building, was entirely demol- 
ished and consumed for fuel. Thus are our houses, devoted 
to religious worship, profaned and destroyed by the subjects 
of his Royal Majesty. His Excellency the comipander iii 
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chief has been received by the inhabitants with every marlc 
of respect and gratitude ; and a public dinner has been 
provided for him. He requested the Rev. Dr. Eliot, at the 
renewal of his customaiy Thursday Lecture, to preach a 
thanksgiving sermon, adapted to the joyful occasion. Accor- 
dingly cm the 28th, Uiis pious divine preached an appropriate 
discourse from Isaiah xxxiii. 20, in presence of his ExceN 
I^ncy and a respectable audience. 

i9th. — ^The Massachusetts House of Representatives and 
Council, presented his Excellency a respectful and affec- 
tionate address; and received from him a reply no less 
respectful and satisfactory. 

One of our soldiers found a human skeletoti in complete 
pareparation, left by a British surgeon, which I have receiv- 
ed as an acceptable present. 

April Sth- — I attended at the Stone Chapel, where were 
perH>rmed the funeral solemnities over the remains of that 
patriot and hero Major Oeneral Joseph Warren. The re- 
mains were taken from the earth at Breed's hill, placed in 
atf elegant coffin, and brought into the chapel, where, in the 
presence of a numerous assembly, a eulogy was pronounced 
by Perez Morton, Esq. a young lawyer of abilities. The 
ceremony was conducted by the society of Free Masons, 
of which the deceased waA Oraiid Master. A grand proces- 
sion was formed, and the remains having received the cus- 
tomary masonic honors, were deposited in the vault under 
the chapel. This proceeding was to me a pleasmg novelty, 
and in the view of the public a grateful tribute to the mem- 
ory (rf* a beloved fellow citizen. . 

** IM Iwreli; dmMh'd in pure PanuBHUn d«itf. 

Reward his mein'ry, dear to e?ery buim. 

Who, with a courage of uaahakeii root. 

Id honor's field advaneiiif his firm fyot, 

Phuiu it upon the Use that jvMfiee draws. 

And will prevail or perish in her cause. 

IKs- to the rirtoes of such men man oweAi 

His portaoB in the good that Hesvte bestoiwv. 

And when reoording history duoU^ 

P^ats ofrenowtr, thotigfa wroognt m aitcient days ; 

TeUs of a few stout hearts, that fought and died 

Where dii^ placM them; at their country's side i 

The man that is not mov'd with what he reads, 

ThatT tdtos not fire at thdr henie deeds, 

Unwdrthy of the htosaings of tho brare. 

Is base in kind, and hom to be aalaYo."^— Cowpkr, 

Menf. — As the smallpox ii in mai^ pavts: of the towto 
among both tiie itttaafcitamg and soMiers, I waa advised by my 
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friends to have recourse to inoculation for my own safety, 
though contrary to general orders. I was accordingly inocu* 
lated by my friend Dr. John Homans, and have passed 
through the disease in the most favorable manner, not suffer* 
ing one day's confinement. 

June ISth. — The harbor of Boston has not been entirely 
cleared of British shipping since the town was evacuated. 
A filly eun ship and several other vessels still occupy the 
lower harbor, near Nantasket, A number of provuicial 
troops and volunteers are now ordered on an expedition, 
under the command of General Benjamin Lincoln, with 
heavy cannon, for the purpose of driving them from the 
harbor. A part of our regiment being ordered on the expe- 
dition, we embarked at the Long Wharf, and landed on Long 
Island, and immediately made arrangements for a cannonade* 
A few shot soon convinced the Commodore of his danger ; 
he returned the fire with some spirit ; but having received 
a shot through his upper works, he soon got under sail and 
hastily departed. Thus is the port of Boston again opened 
by our own authority, after being closed during two years by 
virtue of an act of the British Parliament. 

%Qih. — The removal of die British armed vessels from 
Nantasket has been produ<:tive of very favorable conse- 

?|uences, Three days after their departure two transports 
rom Scotland bound to Boston, unapprized of the event, 
entered Nantasket road, and were accosted by a dischaqje 
of cannon from an American battery before they were unde- 
ceived. In this situation it was impossible for them to 
escape, and several of our privateers made their appear- 
ance and commanded them to strike their flag. This being 
refused, a smart action ensued, and continued about an hour 
and a half, when they were obliged to ^eld and strike to 
the privateers. On board the transports Major Menzies and 
eight others were killed, and seventeen wounded. Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Archibald Campbell, two hundred and sixty- 
seven Highlanders, and forty-eight others, were made pris- 
oners. Major Mi^nzies hf^s been buried here with the honors 
of war, 

July M.-^Otien are given to inoculate for the smallpox, 
all the soldiers and inhabitants in town, as a general infection 
of this terrible disease is apprehended. Dr. Townsend and 
myself are now constantly engaged in this business. 

X^ik. — ^Melancholy accounts have been received respect-> 
log tb^ situaticii of our army in Canada ; they are subjected 
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to very great hardships, safferings, and privations. Desti- 
tute of the necessary supplies of provisions and stores, 
exhausted by fatigue, and reduced oy sickness, with the 
smallpox attended by unexampled mortality, they are in a 
state but little short of desperation. In addition to all their 
sufferings, they now have to deplore the loss of their valuable 
commander. Major General John Thomas. This gentleman 
was a native of Marshfield, Massachusetts. He was m military 
service in former wars against the French and Indians, where 
he acquired a high degree of reputation. He was among the 
first to espouse the cause of his country in amilitary character, 
in 17!75, and during the siege of Boston and on the heights 
of Dorchester, he was distinjguished as an active, vigilant, and 
brave officer. In March, 1776, he was promoted by Con- 
gress from a Brigadier to the rank of Mayor General, and by 
them app<Hnted to command our forces in Canada. On his 
arrival there, he found innumerable difficulties to encoun- 
ter ; the smallpox frequently breaking out amons the troops, 
and the soldiers being in the practice of inoculating them- 
selves, to the great injury of the public service. The 
general deemed it necessary, for the safety of the army, tp 
prohibit the practice of moculating, and not excepting him- 
self from the injunction, he unfortunately received the infec- 
tion, which proved fatal to him, and deprived Uie public of 
a valuable general officer. He was held in universal respect, 
and cimfidence as a military character, and bis death is 
deeply deplored throughout the armiv. 

The very important intelligence from Philadelphia is now 
proclaimed, that on the 4th instant, the American Congress 
declared the thirteen United Colonies, <^ JPrss, Sovereign^ 
hdepemdeni Jtote." The subject has for sonse time agitated 
the public mind, and various opinions have been entertained 
relative to this momentous transaction. Opinions of much 
weight and authority have been, and still are in collision, and 
it has been considered v^ry doubtful whether the grand object 
would be accomplished at the present time. Objections 
however have yielded to imperious necessity, and a new 
epoch for United America has now commenced. We are 
now, in the 16th year of the reign of his Majesty King 
George the Third, absolved from all allegiance to the British 
crown ; and all political connexion between us, as subjects, 
and his government, is totally and forever dissolved, unless 
indeed Providence shall so order, that we shall be again 
reduced to a state of dependence and vas«alage, 
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tdiL—Thi^daf Ibe ifeeiiralmdr AflMriew M cpeirf e ttCe 
k» been pfoebiflied ai fisrai fron the baiemf of die Stif e 
Hooie ID this leim. Ott Ai» flnst jojfil aeeasioii, Cekmeb 
Whiteomb and S aiy at^t i f y i ealB wef« paraded aader 
anaf ia King ftreel ; aadaha a detackneal fran Ums Maata- 
ehasetU recinieBt af artiyerf wifli tira field pieeea. A 
■aadier of uie BieaAen af ear eooaeO and boate of repre* 
aeotatirea^ Ibe nui|;iitrafea, eleiumen, seleetmen, wii a 
large nanriier of oCher gentleawn of Boftan, and af the 
neiehboriag taarat, aaie mb l e d k tte ce a neB duoiiber. At 
1 o'clock tfie dec lar at ion was proelauned by Cohnel Tbamaa 
Crafts, and iraa receiFed with great jof . "Riree bnzaaa 
froai the coneoaise of people were givM, after which 
thirteen pieces af caanan were fired from Fort Inll, and 
from Doreheiter neck, the €astle« Nantaaket, fte. The 
detachment of artiUeiy in King atreeC, diacbargied <heir 
cannon thirteen timet ; wUch was foUawed by flie two r^;t* 
ments in thirteen separate divisiaas ; all earrespon&Dig to^ 
the namber of the American United Stites ; after which 
the gentlemen in die eoanol chanAer partook of a collation, 
and a nomber of appropriate toasts were proeMmed by die 
presideat of the coimcd. 

This highly important tranaaetion of oor Congress b die 
theme of every cbcle, and topic of mnrersal discmsion, and 
it receives the saaetioa and approbatkm of a large majority 
of die eommanity. When we refiect on the deranged con* 
dition of our army, the great deficiency of onr resources, 
and the little prospect of foreign assistance, and at the same 
time contemplate the predfoioai^ powers and resources of 
oor enemy, we may view this measifre of Congress as a 
Prodigy. The history of the world cannot famish an instance 
of fortitude and heroic magnanimity parallel to that ^plsrf- 
ed by the members, whose statures are affixed to the 
declaration of American Iiide[^iidenee. Their renerated 
names wHl ornament the brightest pages of American history, 
and be transmitted to the latest generationa. The ihstm- 
roent was signed by Jobs Hancock, Esq. as President, and 
bv fifty*foar others, delegates from the thirteen United 
States. The Congress have in their declaration recited the 
grievances and omresrions, for which we could not obtam 
redrem ; and proclaimed to the world the causes, which 
impelled them to a separation from the crown of Great 
Britain. A sensible and popular writer, in a production 
entitled '* Common Senas,'' ar|;aes the necessity of the 



wetBure from Uia fgUomiig eansiderations. ^^ We had no 
credit abroad t^ecavse <|f ear rtbdHow dependmcy. Our 
ships could <ri)Uiii no protfection io foreign ports, because we 
afforded th^m 90 justifiable rensdn for granting it to us. The 
calliqg of ourselves subjects, nod at Ihe same time fitting 
against the Prii^ce we acloiowledge, was a diegerous prece- 
dent to all ifiurope. If the grievasees justified our takmg 
up arms, th^ juati£ed oujr sepitratlon ; if thej did not justify 
our separation, neither could they justify our taking arnfis. 
All Europe we» interested in reduciif; us as rebds, and aH 
Surope, or the ^eater ptrt ft teaat, is bterested in sup- 
porting us in our independent state* At home our condition 
was utill worse ; oMr cnrrMCj had no foundation ; and the 
state of it would have rvined whig and tory alike. We had 
no other laws than a kiiid of moderated paasion ; no other 
civil power than an honest nob ; and no other protection than 
the temporary attachment of one man to another. Had 
indepevoency been delated a few months longer, this conti- 
pent would have been plunged into irretrievable confusion ; 
some violent for it, some agaiqst it — all in the greatest 
cabal; the rich would heve been rumed, and the poor 
destroyed. The iiecsmty of beii^ independent would have 
brought it on in a little time, had there been no rupture 
between Britam and America. The mcreasing importance 
of conunerce-^the weu^bt and perplexity ot legislation — and 
the enlarged state of. European politic^, would clearly have 
shown to the continent the impropriety of continuing subor- 
dinate ; for after the coolest reflection on flie matter, this 
must be allowed, ^' that Britain was too jealous of America 
to govern it justly ; too ignorant of it to govern it well ; and 
too distant from it to govern it at all." The author of 
Common Sense is Mr. Thomas Paine, lately fl*ora England. 
1 am credibly informed that the following anecdote occurred 
on the day of signing the declaration. Mr. Harrison, a del- 
epte from Virginia, is a large portly man — Mr. Gerry, of 
Massachusetts, is slender and spare. A little time after the 
solemn transaction of aigiiung the huirttmeut, Mr. Harrison 
said smilingly to Mr. Cherry, ^^When the Ittnging scene 
comes to be exhibited, I shall have tfie advantage over you 
on account of my si^e. All wiU be ever with me in a mo- 
ment, but yov will he Uekn^ in the air half an hour after I 
am gone." 

20(&. — It appears hy the pvfclic pikers, that a detachment 
from the British army of two thousand ei^^t hundred men^ 
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under the command of Major General Clmton, Lord Com-' 
wallis, and a fleet consistii^ of two line of battle ships, 
frigates, and other armed vessels, amounting to forty or fifty, 
have lately made a furious attack on the town of Charleston, 
South Carolina. Major General Lee, who commands our 
army in that quarter, has written to Congress a particular 
statement of the engagement, which, he says, cmitinued for 
twelve hours without intermission. The enemy was twice 
repulsed with great loss ; and the Carolina troops and militia' 
have gained the highest honor by their brave and intrepid^ 
conduct. Colonel Moultrie, in a particular manner, is de-^ 
serving of the Uehest praise. But the British fleet has 
suffered a loss almost beyond example. ' Their ships shat* 
tered almost to total ruin, and one frigate of twenty-eight 
guns was blown up by her own crew. A number of officers- 
were killed and wounded, and the number of men is said to 
be one hundred and seventy-nine killed, and two hundred and 
sixt^ wounded. Not one man, who was quartered at the 
beginning of the action on the Bristol's quarter deck, escap*^ 
ed benig killed or wounded. Lord Campbell, the late 
governor of that colony, being a volunteer on board, received 
a mortal wound ; and the C!ommod6re, Sir Peter Parker, 
had a material part of his breeches torn away, and was 
otherwise wounded. The whde of the British forces dis-^ 
played the greatest courage and biravery. In a southern 
newspaper are inserted the following Hues on Sir Peter's 
disaster. 

** If honor in the braech is lodg**!, 

As Hudibraa hath shown, 
It may from henee he fairly judg*d 

Sit Peter's honor 's gone*" 

The English Parliament, doubting the competency of 
their own powers to subjugate the United Colonies, have 
resorted to the assistance of foreign troops to prosecute their 
sanguinary puiposes. They brave actually entered into treaty 
with several German Princes to furmsh seventeen thousand 
men, to aid in the great work of reducing the Americans to 
the same degraded state of vassalage with these hirelings 
themselves. The terms stipulated in the treaties are, that 
besides the wages to her paid these foreigners. Parliament 
engages to pay for every soldier who shall not return, thirty 
pounds sterling ; and for every disabled soldier fifteen poundk 
sterling ! These mercenary troops, it is said in England, 
are to <^ assist in forcing the rebels to ask mercy." It has 
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been asserted in the House of Lords, that ihk ekpttise td 
England for these forei|i;n troops cannot be less oian one 
million five hundred thousand pounds for one year ! There 
IS now the clearest evidence^ that the Britidi mimstrj are 
wofully disappointed in their expectations respecting the 
spirit and temper of the American, people. They .had en- 
tertained no idea that the colonists would proceed, to such 
daring enormity as to spurn their mighty p6wer and author- 
ity. They appear now determined by their augmented 
forces to crush at a blow all opposition to .their mandates, 
and to coerce the rebels into a sense of duty to their kintf. 
It is estimated that a force eiceeding forty thousand men, is 
to be employed in America the present year. . His majesty 
has appointed the two brothers. Lord Howe and General 
Howe, conunissioners for restoring peace to the colonies, 
and for granting pardon to such of his Majesty's subjects, 
now in rebellion, as shall deserve the royal clemency. Be- 
sides the two commissioners, they are about to send on the 
same service a combination of Hessians, Brunswickers, 
Waldeckers^ English, Scotch and Irish. The Scots mzf 
perhaps come prepared with the following advice, 

'* O letrn from our example and ow fate. 
Learn wladom and lepentance eM too laM/' 

The following transaction is tow a subject of newspap6i' 
discussion and of general conversation. Admiral Lord Howe 
arrived off the city of New York, not long since, to take 
the command of the British fleet ; on his arrival he pro- 
claimed to the public that he and his brother, General Howe, 
were appointed his Majesty^s commissioners, with full pow- 
ers to grant pardons to all, or to any town, eounty, or district, 
who may have departed from their allegiance and duty to his 
Majesty, &c. and vrhp are willing by a speedy return to reap 
the benefit of the royal favor. These royal commissioners 
despatched Colonel Patterson, Adjutant (General of the 
British Army, to General Washington, at Kew York, with 
letters respecting their mission ; but as tbe letters were not 
directed in a manner expressive of his official station, his 
Excellency refused to receive them ; but treated Colonel 
t^atterson with much politeness, and dismissed him. The 
conduct of General Washington in this interview received 
the approbation of Congress, «>nd they resolved, ^' that be 
had acted with a dignity becoming his character." They 
futther resolved, ^^ that no letters or messages be received 

7 
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cm u^ OManio* ^Mialef #r from tke enemy, by tbe C^nmaader 
in CUef «r Jlttaers^ tbe cosunanden of the Americtti army^ 
but such! ag i»liaH be directed to then in the characters they 
respectively aoataui.'^ It was not maiiy days after this that- 
CoknsI Pattersan agam waited on General Washii^on, and 
on this oeeasibn headdre^ed ym by the title of Excellency ; 
and in the nanie of the Comraissfeners apologised for any 
deficiency in pohilt of reaped or punctilio, and assnred hitt 
that they had the highest personal respect for Creneml 
Washington, and did not mean to derogate from his rank ; 
that the letter, <tf which he was now the bearer from the 
Commissioners, was directed to George Washkigton, Eso. 
&c. ftc. &e. which they hoped Wonld rcHttore M difficttK 
ties ; as the three st eetSnu might be understood to imply 
ereiy thing that ooghl to fellow. To this tbe General re^ 
plied, that though it was true the three et csieros nugbt meah 
every things it was also true they might mean amy Mugj and 
as Congress had approved of his conduct in the first inter- 
view, he could not enter into any new treaty without fresh 
fLUthority, and declined receiving the letter ; adding that 
he should absotsftely declfaie any letter directed to him 
as a private person, when it related to his public station. 
Colcmel Patterson said, Lord and General Howe were in- 
vested with exceedingly great powers, and were very 
desirous of being the medium of an accommodation of diffi- 
culties. The general replied, he had read the act of Par- 
liament, and found they were merely enmowered to grant 
pardons ; the Americans had committed no wrong, and 
therefore wanted no pardons ; we were <mly defending what 
tre deemed our moisputable rif^ts. Colonel Patterson 
iieemed eonfused, and replied tibat this would open a wide 
field for argamcnt. The Adjutant General conducted with 
the greatest attention and politeness ; and manifested great 
Solicitude that the letter might be received, and that the 
intenriew might he productive of favorable results. He 
expressed strong acknowledgments for the favor done him, 
in omitting the usual ceremoi^ of blinding his eyes, when 
passing ou^ works. General Washington invhed him to par- 
take m* |i collation provided fot him, and he was introduced 
to our i&eneral Officers, iiter many compliments and 
polite expressions, he departedl with saying, <' Has your 
Excellency no commands lb my Lord or General Howe ?" 
"None, Sir,'' replied the Generd, "but my particular 
Compliments to both of them.'' 



TliU ev0nt hniAeB em irrefrafaUe i^ttimwf of the 
jMulj firmeM of ouimI and dignity ef conduct pf our Com- 
jmmder i» Chief ; «nd 10 calculated to impress the English 
eonmwiden! wjth a juit aepae of Us exalted merit and 
(Aanurtier. 

</NK<i«r 1#. — ^The contSiental arviy^ uader tbe iflnnediata 
eomiiiaDd of GreneraJ WashiiqitoB, is stationed at New York ; 
aad it is expected that the jlrttisb army, under command of 
<3enera| Howe, will endearer (0 take posse^aioe of that 
city the present season. 

S4h.--J0iAom\ Wbttcomb's wtpgutmoty eopisisUo^ of five 
fcvndred men, has now sone thrpogh the smallpox in thi« 
town l^ moeulatJMWit iw ally exeept one negre, have rer 
4?erered. 

7lA.— ^TUs regiment, with Colonel Sergeant's, are prepar- 
ing to mtfLrcii to Tieonderoga. A number of teams are 
procured to transport Ae ba^;:age and stores, a^d ^s morn- 
ing, U seven o'clock, tiiejr marched oujt of town vrith colors 
displayed end drums beatings Beifl^ myself indisposed, I 
am permitted to tarry m town till my health is restored, and 
in the menu time I am directed to take pbarge of the sick 
soldiers, that remain here. 

dOtiL-^Havii^ reeorered my health, and being prepared 
(0 follow onr regiment, I em this day to bid ameu to the 
town of Boston, where I have reaided very pleaaantlv for 
the last fire months* I tmi destined to a distant part of om* 
countiy, and know not what sufferings and hazards I shall be 
eaUed U> enceanter, while in the di«^har|;e of my miUtarv 
duty, I ahatt commence my jomroBy m compmiy with 
laentenant Wlotuq; and ienrtieen men, who were l^t here a9 
invaUds* 

TVaanderofa, Shpttmber. — ^We took oar lente tbcougb 
Worcester, Springfield, Churleatowif in Neiv HampAirei 
and over tihe ween Momtains to Skeenabxiry , nrhich is the 
ylace ef rMdemreus for Uie cwtinMtal trocfa and militia 
destined to Ticondnrogat Hern boat* are provided at the 
eotraaee «f Lake Champlain» winch ore contJQually passing 
te and from thif plnon* We embaiked on the 6ib mstaot, 
md with £ood onrsmen end saDi we arrlvad the same day^ 
nud jamed onr regimeiit here? t iistanee of thirty miles. 
While OB onr mnrd), we received alaming reports reapect- 
iipig some military operations between our army, commanded 
by Oeneral Waehington, and the BritishmUnder command of 
General Uoive, on J^»g M.and, oeaPVtew York, the 
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report states that our armj has suffered a complete defeat, 
with great loss, and that two of our general officers are 
taken prisoners. The inhabitants through the country are 
in great alarm ; but have not obtamed the particulars ; as 
the account at present is vague, and somewhat contradictory, 
we hope and trust that a particular detail will prove the 
event to be more favorable to our cause. 

Soon after my arrival here, a soldier had the imprudence 
to seize a rattlesnake by its tail ; the reptile threw its head 
back and struck its fangs into the man's hand. In a few 
moments a swelling commenced, attended with severe pain. 
It was not more than half an hour, when his whole arm to 
his shoulder was swollen to twice its natural size, and the 
skin became of a deep orange color. His body, on one side, 
soon became affected in a similar manner, and a nausea at 
his stomach ensued. The poor man was greatly and justly 
alarmed ) his situation was very critical. Two medical 
men, beside myself, were in close attendance for several 
hours. Having procured a quantity of olive oil, we directed 
the patient to swallow it in large and repeated doses, till he 
had taken one quart ; and at the same time we rubbed into 
the affected limb a very large quantity of mercurial omt- 
ment. In about two hours we had the satisfaction to per- 
ceive the fttvorable effects of the remedies. The alarming 
symptoms abated, the swelling and pain gradually subsided, 
and in f^bput forty-eight hours he was happily restored to 
health. 

1(M.-^I have omitted to record the following incidents 
till I could ascertain the particulars of the reports. 

We learn by accounts from New York, that some time 
3ince, a plot of a most atrocious nature was detected in that^ 
city. A gai^ of tories had associated for the purpose of 
joining the British army ; and had concerted a plan, it is 
said, to assassinate his Excellency General Washmgton, and 
some other officers ; and while our army were engsifti with 
the enemy, to blow up our magazines, &c. The mayor of 
the city, and an armorer who was employed in makmg rifles 
for the tories, and several others, were taken into custody, 
and committed to close prison. The mayor, on examination, 
confessed that he received money from Govemer Tryon, to 
f9J the armorer for the rifles.^ Two of his Excellency's 

^ ** Govemof Trjim till raboniad Uie then major of New York to a«if t the 
jpya forces on tfaefr arrinl ip^th^t ^Itj, tad Q^aeral Waiihnigton was to be aiMp; 
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(piards were confederate, and a third, to whom the secret 
was confided, h<Miestly disclosed the information. Several 
of these miscreants were tried and convicted, and two or 
three were executed. Another vile plot has been discovered 
in the city (k Albany. By the confession of two tories, the 
plan was to set the city on fire, and to blow up the magazine. 
Some of the incendiaries were apprehended, and the medi- 
tated plot frustrated. We have now ample evidence, that 
the tories are the most virulent and implacable of our 
enemies ; and it is to be considered as a remarkable inter- 
position of Providence, that their vile machinations are so 
frequently defeated. Internal secret enemies are always 
more dangerous than avowed foes in the field ; and so nu- 
merous and active are the tories in the vicinity of our main 
army, that it has been found necessary to adopt coercive 
measures, and to compel them to take the oath of allegi- 
ance, as prescribed by our Congress, or to depart from our 
territories. 

ISth. — I must not omit to notice another instance of villany 
in a German, by the name of Ledwitz. By his solicitation 
he was appointed Lieutenant Colonel in our army, and he has 
been detected m a traitorous correspondence with Governor 
Tryon, of New York. He entrusted his letter to one Steen, 
an honest German, to be conveyed to New York ; but he 
considered it his duty to expose the perfidy, and delivered 
it to Gteneral Washington. In his letter he first presents his 
compliments in a formal manner to Lord Howe, and then 
proceeds to profess a ccmsciousness that the world will cen- 
sure him for his treachery, in corresponding with the enemy 
of those in whose service he is employed, nut apologizes by 
asserting, that he had been forced to accept his commission, 
for fear of ruming himself and family ; and as he had en- 
gaged, through compulsion by a rebellious mob, he can be 
under no obligation to be faithful in their service. Besides 
this, he adds, he had previously taken Giwenior Tryon's 
advice, and had promised to do all he could in his new capa- 
city for his majesty's service. He then asserts that a person 
w1m> is a friend to the king, though an interested one, had 
offered to furnish him with weekly returns of the strength 



sinated : this deteitable design wu rendered abortiTe by apprehending Thomas 
Hickej, one of General Washington's lift-guard men, who was engaged in the 
ponepiracy, and had engaged ouers ; this Also misereant was tried by a eoort 
martial on the 28th of June, Ibund guilty, and was executed at eUven o*cloch tl^e 
jiame day, ainidft the cunet of the American army.*'— R&msat. 
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wMrio llietr Ines at Breokl^, aad were exposed to the 

£eate«t huavd ; ear Iroopi9 fali|aed aad diicearaged bj 
ifeat^ a Mperier «Mm hi their firaat, and a powerfal 
fleet dbeat to eaier the Eoflt Refer, with a view of effecttt-* 
ally cattiag off their retreat ; but aa aiterpaiitioii of Provi*- 
denoOf aad the wisdom and vigilance of Uie Commander m 
Chief preferred our army from destruction. Having resolv- 
ed io withdraw his army from its hazardous position, General 
Washington crossed over te the island in the lu^t et the 
SOfh August* and personally conducted the retreat in sA 
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sneeessfal a nMouiot, inter the most embtrrassing oircum-' 
stances, Uiat it is eonsidered as a remarkable example of 
good generalflbip. A cireumstaoee which is remarked as 
mamfestly Providential, is, that a thick fog enveloped the 
whole of Lo^g Island in obscurity about two o^clock m the 
momiiig, while on the side of the enemy at New York, the 
atmofphere was perfecthr clear. Thus, by a Providential 
ittterposition of an unusual fog, our army, consisting of nine 
tiionsand meu^, in oM night embarked under great disadvan* 
tages, and with their baggage, provisions, stores, horses, and 
the mumtions of war, crossed a river, a mile or more wide, 
and landed at New York undiscovered and without material 
loos. The enemy were so near, that they were heard at 
work with their pick axes, and in lAoat half an hour after, 
the fof cleared off, and the enemy were seen taking posses* 
sion of the American lines* 

SOffc. — General Washii^on, finding the city of New York 

untenable, has removed his whole army about nine miles up 

the dountfy ; wfatdi he effected b safety, though under a 

heavy cannonade fVom the British shippiiq;. General Howe 

widi his army todc immediate possession of the citv. Major 

General Sidlivan, who was captured on Long Island, has 

been permitted to retuiu on his parole ; and is charged with 

a message to Congress from Lord Howe. The purport of 

the message b, that his Lordship, as commissioner, could not 

treat witii Congress, as such ; but is desirous of a c(Mifer- 

ence with some of the members, as private gentlemen. 

Congress ceuU not consider themselves justified in sendh^ 

any of their members m thesr private character ; but, ever 

desirous of establishing peace on reasonable terms, offered 

to. send a committee to inquire, whether his Lordidiip had 

any authority to treat with persona authortaed by Congress 

for this purjj^ose, and what that autheritj was ; and to hear 

such propositions as he should think proper to make respect-^ 

ing the same. They accordinriy made choice ct Dr. Beu" 

jamin Franklin, John Adams, Esq. and Edward Rutle<%e, 

Esq. wiio had an mterview with Lord Howe on Staten Islands 

The first proposition "from Us Lordship was, Uiat iite coienies 

should return to their aHegiance and obe^Hence to the aov" 

ernment of Great Britain. The committee expressed their 

opinion, that a return to the dommation of Great Britain was 

not to be expected. They mentioied the repeated humble 

petitions of the colonies to the King and Parliament, which 

been treated witii contempt and answered with ad<Bttcmal 
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injuries, the imexampled patience we had shown under their 
tyrannical goTemment, and that it was not till the last act 
of Parliament, which denounced war against us, and put us 
out of the king's protection, that we declared our independ- 
ence ; and that it is not now in the power of Congress to agree 
that the people should return to their former dependent state. 
The committee reported to Congress that it did not appear, 
that his Lordship's commission contained any other authority 
of importance tnan what b expressed in the act of Parlia- 
ment, namely, that of granting pardons, with such exceptions 
as the commissioners shall thmk proper to make, and of 
declaring America, or any part of it, to be in the king's 
peace on submbsion. The committee conducted the business 
with great judgment, and in a manner becoming the dignity 
of their character. The Congress adopted no other mea- 
sures on this occasion ; and the British commissioners, finding 
that the United States could not relinquish their indepen- 
dency, published their declaration to the people at large, 
recommending to them ^' to reflect seriously on their present 
conduct and expectations, and to judge for themselves, 
whether it is more consistent with their honor and happiness 
to offer up their lives as a sacrifice to the unjust and preca- 
rious cause in which they are engaged, or to return to their 
allegiance, accept the blessings of peace, and be secured iu 
the free enjoyment of their iSierties and property." Had 
the declaration of independence been deferred but a few 
weeks longer, this proceeding of the commbsioners might 
have been productive of consequences exceedingly disas- 
trous to our country. It would probably have increased the 
number of opposers to the measure, and occasioned the 
greatest confusion and embarrassment. It was undoubtedly 
their object, by a specious prospect of a reconciliation, to 
create a divbion among the colonies and people, and thereby 
paralyze their exertions and preparations ior war. But at 
the present time, the declaration of the king's commissioners 
is not calculated to effect the great purpose which they have 
in view ; the people at large have become too wise to be 
duped and cajoled out of their freedom. They repose 
unbounded confidence in the wbdom of the Congress of tneir 
choice ; and have no disposition to counteract their views, 
or embarrass their counsels. The number of individuals, . 
who have accepted of the proffered conditions, b supposed 
to be very inconsiderable ; and by far the largest portion of 
them are in the city of New York, and its immediate vicinity^ 
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Ky a flag from New York, we learn, that aboUt 6fe inji 
zSVbT the British army took possession of that city, a destruc-> 
tive fire broke oat, and raged with such violence, that about 
one thoasand houses, some of the most superb buildings^ 
being about one quarter of the whole feity, were lionsumed*. 
Some suspicions were entertaincSd that this disaster was oc* 
castooed by American emissaries, and several persons had 
been treated with great cruelty, though no proof was pro« 
duced against them. There is on the contraiy much reason 
to conclude that the conflagration was merely accidental. 

We have the information, that before our army evacuated 
the city of New York, General Howe's army landed, undef 
cover of five ships of war, thd British and Hessians iti two 
separate divisions. So soon as this was announced to our 
Commander in Chief, by a heavy cmnnonade from the men of 
war, he instantly rode toward our lines, but he was astonish"* 
ed and mortified to find that the troops which had been posted 
there, and also two brigades which nad been ordered to ^tip' 

BH them, were retreating in great confusion and disorder, 
e made every effort to rally them, but without success i 
they were so panic struck that even the shadow of an enemy 
seemed to increase their pre<Sipitate flight. His Excellency^ 
distressed and enraged, drew his sword and snapped his 
piatob, to check them ; but they continued their flight 
without firing a gun ; and the General, regardless of his own 
safetf , was in so much hazard, that one of his attendanttt 
seized the reins, and gave his horse a dfflerent direction. 
The foUowii^ fact is of considerable mterest. 

When retreating from New York, Major General Putnam, 
at the head of three thousand five hundred continental troops, 
was in the rear, and the last that left the city. In order to 
avoid any of the enemy that might be advancing in tb^ direct 
road to the city, he made choice g[ a road parallel with 
and contiguous to the North River, till he could arrive at A 
certam ai^le, whence another rdad would conduct him in 
such a direction as that he might form a junction with our 
army> It so happened that a body of about eight thousand 
British and Hessians were at the same moment advancing 
on the road, which would have brought them in immediate 
contact with General Putnam, before he could have reached 
the turn bto the other road. Most fortunately, the, British 
generals, seeing no prospect of ei^ging our troops, halted 
their own, and repaired to the house of Mr. Robert Murray, 
a quaker and friend of our cause ; Mrs. Murray treated 
8 
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tbem witb caka aad wiiie> and they were induced to tarrj 
two honn cw more> Governor Tryon frequently joking her 
about her American friends. By tbit happy inoident, Oen* 
eral Pateam, by contuuiag his march, escaped a rencounter 
with a jpreatly superior force, which must have proved fatal 
to his whole party. Ten minutes, it is said, would hare 
been sufficient for the enemy to have secured the road at 
the turn, and entirely cut off General Putnam's retreat. It 
has since become almost a common saying among our officers, 
that Mrs. Murray saved this part of the American army. 

I have cdlected from the preceding pages of my Journal 
some observations relative to the formation and character of 
our army. After Ae battle at Lexington, such was the 
enthusiasm for the cause of liberty, and so general and ex- 
tensive the alarm, that thousands of our citizens, who were 
engaged in the cultivation of their farms, spontaneously 
rushed to the scene of action ; and an army was assembled 
almost without the efforts of public authority. At this most 
eventful period, it was the fond hope of a large proportion 
of our patriotic leaders, that the controversy with our 
parent country would yet be compromised on honwable and 
eauitaUe terms. Though the haughty BriUms had undieath* 
ea the sword, and shed the blood of their brethren, it was 
impossible to endure the idea, that our loyal and humble suppli* 
cations to the king could any longer be contemptuously reject* 
ed ; more especially after a conqriete union of all the cdonies 
in a determined (^position to their tyrannical measures was 
clearly demonstratM* Calculating therefore, that the services 
of an army would be required for a short period only, and the 
troops in the field consisting chiefly of minute men, volunteers 
and militia, it was a considerable time before they were reg- 
ularly organized into regiments and brigades. In many in- 
stances the soldiers were indulged tiie privilege of choosing 
their own officers ', the consequence was, as might be expect-' 
ed, that the choice did not fall on the most respectable and 
meritorious, but on those wha were the most popular amour 
the lower class ; and these too frequently proved unqualified 
to dischai^e their military duties in a manner creditable to 
themselves, or advantageous to the public service. Nor 
was it to be expected that this description of people could 
appreciate tne importance of the great desiderata in all 
armies, discipline and subordination. It has been found, by 
sad experience, that but little dependence can be placed on 
an army of militia, and those whose term of service is so 



Khort that they ar« dnost oonlimiallr flnctiiatlig from camp 
to their farms, ami ia whom the noble spirit of patriotism is 
in a oooriderable degree extii^tihed* There b aaothiN' 
evU of a rery seriouB complexion which ims manifested itself 
in oar camp. Sinee the troops from the SooAem states 
hare been incorporated mri associated m militarjr dnty with 
those from New England, a strong prejndice has a^snmed its 
tnibap[^ iafluence, mid drawn a line of distinction between 
tbem. Many of the oAeers from the Sooth are gentlemen 
of education, and unaccustomed to that equalstjr which pre* 
vails in New England ; and howerer desirable, it could 
toarcely be expected that people ihrns distant cdonies, dif- 
fering in manners and prejudices, could at once harmonize ia 
friendly uitercourse. Hence we too frequently hear the 
burlesque epithet of Yankee from one party, and that of 
Buckskin, by way of retort, from the other. The troops 
which compose dhe continental army beiii^ enlisted for a few 
months only, their time of service will soon expire. Co»- 
gress, being apprised of the absdate necessity of a perma- 
nent army, have lately resolved ^^ to raise a standing army 
to consist of about seveflty'4ve thousand men, to sanre for 
the term of three years, or durhig the war." These troops, 
when raised, are to be systematleaily arranged on the oontt^ 
nenta) establishment, waA according to their apportionment, 
is the quota of Massachusetts fifteen battalions, or about 
twelve thoosand men. To encourage eidistments, each 
eoldier is to receive a bounty of twenty dollars, besides his 
wages and allowance of rations, and one hundred acres of 
land, if he serve during the war. Hie oflicers are to receive 
4and in proportion to their respective raidos, from two hun- 
dred to five hundred acres. Their nsonthly pay ia to be as 
Ibilows ; 

LiwteiuBtf $27 

BMiflk, 20 

aeqgMBi Miyor» 9 

(^narter Master Str^e&nt, 9 

FtfsM^. am 

8erg6Bat« 8 

Coipora!, 7 88 

liiiMMii uM FUwr« 7 BS 

Prhaton^ 6 67 

Each eoaimissioned officer is allewed the privilege of 
a set^r ftm tiie raadn fcr a waiter, and he is ex- 
empted from eamp and other duty, except in tioie of action. 
The Acers am also allowed a pamber of ratiotts jn proper- 
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tion to their paok. A surgeon draws three^ and a mate tvro 
rations. One pound of beef or pork ; one pound of bread 
or flour a day ; a small quantity it vegetables, when to be 
bad ; one giU of rum or wfaiskqr a day ; a small quantity of 
vinegar, sdt, soap and candles, a week, constitute a ration. 

Ticonden^ is situated on an angle of land forming the 
western shore of Lake Champlain ; or rather what is called 
South Bay ; being the inlet into the Lake. It is about 
twelve miles sooth of the M fortress at Crown Point ; 
and about one hundred and ten miles north of Albany. 
This point of land is surrounded on three sides by water, 
and on the north west side it is well defended by the 
dd French lines and several block booses. The works 
at this place were originally erected by the French, in 17d6, 
and the post was considered of hi^h importance by both the 
f^rench and English, as commanding the pass direct from 
Canada to the provinces of New York and New England. 
In the war between the Ei^ish and French, in the year 
1759, it was surrendered to General Amherst, which was a 
prelude to the conquest of Canada, by tb6 English and Pro- 
vincial arm^. In 1775, after the commencement of hostili- 
ties at Lexmgt<m, this post was taken from the English, by a 
small party of militia volunteers under command of Colonel 
Allen and Colonel Arnolds which put the provincials, in pes* 
session of a large number of cannon, mortars, and oUier 
ordnance ; a part of which was transported to Cambridge 
during the siege of Boston. On the east side of South Bay, 
directly opposite to Ticonderoga, is a high circular hill, on 
the summit of which pur army has erected a strong fort, 
within which is a square of barracks. This is called Mount 
Independence. A communication is maintained between 
the two places by a floating bridge thrown across the Lake, 
which is about four hundred yar£ wide. The army station- 
ed at this post at present, is supposed to consist of about 
eight or ten thousand men, and Major General Gates is com-* 
mander in chief. We have ft naval armament on Lake 
Champlain, below this earrison, which is commanded by the 
intrepid General Amola ; General Waterbury is second in 
command. The British have also a naval armament, of 
superior force, at the head of which is the celebrated Sir 
Guy Carleton. Preparations are making gn both sides, for a 
vigorous combat to decide which power shall have dominioe 
on the Lake. Should Sir Chiy Carleton be ab)e to defeat 
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career by an attanqpt to posieM hiadaelf of this garrison ; 
and oiir troops are maUog the utmost exertion to pnt ouTf 
works in the best possible state of defence. Each regiment 
has its alarm post assigned, and they are ordered to repair 
to it, and to man the lines at daylight every morning. Among 
our defimsiye weajjions are pol^, about twelve feet long, 
armed with sharp iron points, whU:h each soldier is to em- 
against the assailants when mounting the breast works, 
^e are happy to learn from head quarters, that the two 
eontinenta) generals taken in the action on Long Island, Lord 
Stirling and Mtyor Greneral Sullivan, have returned to our 
camp ; being exchanged for Generd Prescott, captured in 
Canada, and Governor Brown, who was brou|^t off from 
New Providence by one of our armed vessels. 

October. — ^By some gentlemen from head quarters, near 
New York, we are amused with an account of a singular 
machine, invented by a Mr. D. Bushnell, of Connecticut, for 
the purpose of destroying the British shipping by explosion. 
This novel machine was so iageniously constructed, that, on 
examination. Major (General Putnam was decidedly of opinion 
that its operations mi^^t be attended with the desired suc- 
cess ; accordingly he encouraged the inventors and resolved 
to be himself a spectator pf tiie experiment on the British 
flipping in New York harbor. Mr. Bushnell gave to his 
macnine the name of American Turtle or Torpedo. It was 
constructed on the principles of submarine navigation, and on 
trial it has been ascertained that it might be rowed hwizon- 
tally, at any given depth under water, and the adventu- 
rer, concealed' within, might rise or sink, as oecasion re- 
quires. A magaxine (^ ptmkr was attached to it in such a 
manner as to he screwed into the bottom of the ship ; and 
being now disengaged from the machine, the operator retires 
in safety, leaviw the internal clock work in motion ; and at 
the distance of half an hour, or an hour, the strih^g of a 
gun lock communicates fire to the powder, and the explosion 
take? place* It was determined to make the experiment 
with uus machine in the night, on the shin Eagle, of sixty- 
four guns, on board of which Admiral Lora Howe command- 
ed. Generid Putnam placed himself oa the wharf to wit- 
ness the result. Mr> Bushnell had instructed his brother in 
the managemmit of tbe Torpedo with perfect dexterity, but 
being taken sick, a sergeant of a Connecticut regiment was 
selected for the business, who, for want of time, could not 
be prop^ly instructed- He however, succeeded so far as 
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to arrire in safety wltk hit qijpantitt wier tiie UMvm ef 
the th^, when the screir, demgned to perfortte the copper 
sheathn^, unfortuaately stitiek agaiiBt on iron plate, near 
the rudderi which, witt the ftroi^ cnrrent and want Jt skifl 
in the operator, fraitrated the enterprise ; and, as ^yl^hlt 
had begun to appear, the sei^eant alMadoned his magaxine, 
and returned in the Torpedo to the shore, h less tlm half 
an hour a terrible explosion from the nugazine todc place, 
and threw into the lur a prodigioos oolnnm of water, resent- 
bling a great water spent, attended with a rep<Mrt like tlraiH 
der. General Patnam, and others who waited with great 
anxiety for the result, were exeee£ngly amused with the 
astonishment and alarm which this secret explosion ooca- 
si<med on board of the ship. This failure, it is eonidently 
asserted, is not to be attributed to any defect in the princi- 
ples of this wonderful machine ; as it b allowed to be 
admirably calccdated to execute destruction among the 
flipping. 

lOth. — ^By intelligence from our fleet, on the lake, we 
are in daily expectation of a decistre na^ action ; as the 
British are known to hare a superior force, onr officers 
here, I understand, are full of anxiety respecting the impor- 
tant event. Great confidence is reposed in tne judgment 
and bravery of General Arnold, whom General Gates has 
app<Hnted to command our fleet. 

1 M. — ^I have now to record an account of a naval enm^': 
ment between the two fleets on Lake Champlain. TiMi 
British, imder command of Sir Guy Garleton, advanced on 
the lltii instant, and found our fleet m a Kne of battle pre- 
pared for the attack. A warm action soon ensued, and 
necame extremely close and severe, wiUi round and grape 
shot, which continued dbout four hours. Brigadier General 
Waterbury, in the Washmgton gdley, fought witti undaunted 
bravery, till nearly all his officers were laHed and wounded, 
and his vessel greatly intured ; ndien General Arnold ordered 
the remainiif shattered t&mAb to retire up the lake, to- 
wards Crown Point, in order to refit. On die 18th, they 
were overtaken ty the enemy, and the action was renewed, 
in which was displayed tlie greatest intrepidity on botii sides. 
The Washii^on galley, beiw crippled in ue first action, 
was soon obliged to strike and surrender. C^eneral Arnold 
conducted during the action with great judgment, firmness 
and gallantly, obstinately defending himself against a supe- 
rior force, both in numbers and weight ai metal. At length, 
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kowever^ be wm so doM^ prewe4 ihU hi* iitufttioii became 
desMraie» and he run bis own vcMel, the Congress galley, 
an shore, which with five gondolas were abandoned and blown 
np. Out of siiteen of oar vessels, eleren were taken or 
destrogred, five only arrived safe at Uiis plaoe. Two of the 
enemy's i^olas were suok by our fleet, and one blown up 
with sixty men. Their loss in men b supposed to be equal 
to our own, which is estimated at about <»e hundred. A 
large number of troops were on board the British fleet, 
cflBsisting of regulars, Canadians and savages, which have 
been lamed on each side of the lake, and it is now expected 
ttmt Sir Guy Carleton, at the head of hii army, reported to 
be about ten thousand stroug, will soon invest this post. By 
order of General Qates, our commander, the greatest exer- 
tions are constantly making, by strengthening our works, 
to enable us to give them a warm reception ; and our sol- 
die^ express a strong desire to have an opportunity of 
displaying their courage and prowess ; both officers and men 
are full of activity a»l vigilance. 

18l&.-^It is now ascertained that the British army and 
fleet have established themselves at Crown Point, and are 
streogthening the old f^ifications at that plaoe. Some of 
their vessels have approached within a few miles of our 
garrison, and one boat came within cannon shot distance of 
our lower battery, in order to reconnoitre and sound the 
chamml ; but a few shot bavhq; killed two men, and wounded 
another, soon obl^ed her to retire. All our troops are 
ordered to repair to their alarm i»osts, and man the lines and 
works every morning ; our continental colors are advan^ 
tageousiy displayed on the ramparts, and our cannon and 
qpears are in readiness for action. 

SiOtk. — ^Ever smce the defeat of our fleet we have been 
providentially favored with a strong southerly wind, which has 
preveirtied the enemy's advancing to attack our lines, and af- 
forded us time to receive some remforcements of militia, and 
to prepare for a more vigorous deCmce. It seems now to be 
the opmion of many of our most judicious officers, that had Sir 
Ouy Carleton approached with his army, immediately after 
his victory on the lake, the struggle must have been most 
desperate, and the result precarious ; but we now focd more 
confidence in our strength. 

Several letters, lately received from Canada, acknow- 
ledge that no man ever manosuvred with more dexterity^ 
fought with more bravery, or retreated with more firmness,. 



tbaii did General Arnold oo the 1 lib and 12th instant Aftei" 
making every effort to compensate, by the advantage of 
situation^ for the mferiority of force, and seeing hia own 
vessel, and the rest, torn to pieces by the superior weight of 
metal, and the execntion of the enemy's howitzers, he set 
ire to his vessel and weald not qnit her till she was so com-' 
pletely in flames that it was impossible for the enemy to 
strike her cdors on their arrival, and they were left flying 
among the flames to the last. Tfab, says one of the letters,- 
was supporting a point of honor in a manner almost roman-' 
tic ; yet so it was* 

Jfavember Ist.-^The enemy remain at CroWn Point, and 
evince no disposition to molest our garrison, bavinf^ probably 
discovered that our means of defence are too formiaahle for 
them to encounter. General Gates has now ordered a de- 
tachment of troops to«march towards Crown Point, to recon- 
noitre their position, or to attack them. A report was soon 
returned that the whole fleet and army have abandoned 
Crown Point, and retired into Canada, where they wiH 
probably occupy their winter quarters in peace, and it is not 
probable that oir Guy Garleton intends to invest our garri-^ 
son at this advanced season, unless however, he should 
attempt it by marchii^ his army over the ice, when the 
lake is frozen, which will probably be very practicable. 

Ibtii. — Ticonderoga is situated in about latitude forty-four 
degrees. I have no means in my possession of ascertaining 
the precise degree of cold ; but we all agree that it is cold*' 
er here than in Massachusetts at the same season. The 
earth has not yet been covered with snow, but the frost is so 
considerable that the water of the lake is congealed, and 
the earth is frozen. We are comfortably situated in our 
barracks ; our provisions are now good, and having no enemy 
near enough to alarm or disturb' us, we have nothii^ d ion 
portance to ei^ge our attentim. Our trooj^s are quite 
healthy, a few cases of rheumatism and pleurisy comprise 
our side list, and it is seldom that any fatal cases occur. 

DeeemAer lOih* — Intelligence haa lately arrived at head 
quarters here, that a British fleet, and a aetachmtont of five 
or six thousand of the royal army, have taken possession ot 
Newport, in Rhode Island, without any opposition ^ many of 
the inhabitants being friendly to the n^af cause, tiiey were 
received as friends. By letters from oflleers, aind by other 
information from our main army, we learn with sorrowy 
that our affurs in that quarter are in a most deplorable and 
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iilmost desperate situation. Since the evacuation of New 
York, several battles and skirmishes have taken place be- 
tween the two armies, with considerable loss on both sides ; 
but his Excellency the Commander in Chief has constantly 
avoided a general action. About the last of October, a 
detachment of our army under Major General Lee, opposing 
a large force under the command of Generals Clinton and 
de Heister, engaged in warm skirmishes and cmiflicts at or 
near White Plains and the river Brunx. Considerable loss 
was sustained. That of the British, by their own accounts, 
is three hundred and fifty killed, four hundred and seventy 
wounded, two hundred taken prisoners. The loss of the 
continental troops in these several rencounters has not been 
correctly ascertained, as a large number of the militia re- 
tired from the field in disorder, and proper returns could not 
be obtained. A number of Hessians and Waldeckers have 
fallen into our hands. The German officers and soldiers, by 
a finesse of the British, to increase their ferocity, had been 
led to believe that Americans are savages and barbarians, 
and if taken, their men would have their bodies stuck full of 
pieces of dry wood, and in fliat manner burnt to death. But 
ithey were very agreeably disappointed, and much pleased, on 
meeting civil and kind treatment. On tlie 16th of Novem- 
ber, the Biitish made a bold and successful attack on Fort 
Washington, situated on York Island. The defence by Col. 
Magaw, our commander, was brave and honorable, and the 
assailants sustained a loss of twelve hundred killed and 
wounded ; another account estimates their loss at nine hun- 
dred killed and fijfteen hundred wounded. The American 
troops in the fort were a little more than two thousand, of 
which about four hundred were killed or wounded, and the 
remamder captured. Gteneral Washingtctt was so situated 
that he could have a tolerable view of uic attack, and when 
he saw his brave men bay<metted while begsing for quarter, 
he wept and exclaimed bitterly against the i)arbarous deed. 
Fort Lee, on the Jersey shore, was soon after evacuated by 
General Greene, an^the troops saved from being captured, 
but with the loss of stores, tents, and baggage. Our main 
army, being now reduced to the lowest ebb, discouraged 
and dispirited, are retreatinir through the Jerseys, -and the 
enemy in close pursuit. The continental army has even 
crossed the Delaware, and left the whole state of Jersey in 
the possession of the royal army. 
9 



68 MILITARY JOURNAL, 1776. [DECEMBER^ 

20tt.— Another disaster of much importance is the cap- 
ture of Major General Lee ; on the 13th instant, marching 
at the head of his division to join the main army, he very in- 
cautiously took up his lodgings at a house three or four miles 
from his troops. Information of this was, hy some tories, 
communicated to Colonel Harcourt, of the British light 
horse, who resolved to attempt his capture. Accordingly, 
with a detachment of dragoons, he speedily surrounded the 
house, made General Lee his prisoner, and not permitting 
him time to take his cloak and hat, mounted him on a horse 
and in triumph conveyed him to New York. The loss of 
this favorite general oflScer, it u feared, will be attended 
with very serious consequences, as respects the American 
cause. He was from his youth an officer m the British ser- 
vice, where he sustained a reputation of the highest grade, 
as a brave and skilful warrior. Having adopted our country, 
and become a zealous advocate for its liberties, he had 
acquired the confidence and highest re^rd of the public, 
and was exalted to the rank of second m command in our 
army. 

Such is now the gloomy aspect of our affairs that the 
whole country has tsJcen the alarm ; strong apprehensions 
are entertained that the British will soon nave it in their 
power to vanquish the whole of the remams of the conti- 
nental army. The term of service of a considerable part 
of our troops has nearly expired, and new recruits do not 
arrive in sufficient numbers to supply their places. His 
Excellency General Washington is continually making every 
possible effort to produce a change of circumstances more 
auspicious to our countrv. The critical and distressing situ- 
ation in which he is placed is sufficient to overwhelm the 
powers of any man of less wisdom and magnanimity than 
our commander in Chief. He has the confidence and the 
affection of the officers and soldiers of the whole army ; 
and (here is not perhaps another man to be found so well 
calculated to discharge the duties of his important and 
responsible station. It is generally agreed by our officers, 
that in his retreat through the Jerseyd, and over the Dela- 
ware, under the most pressing difficulties, he displayed the 
talents and wisdom characteristic of a great military com- 
mander, possessing unfailing resources of mind. While 
retreating through the Jerseys with an army not exceed- 
iog three thousand five hundred men, and deeming our 
cause as almost desperate, he said to Colonel Reed, passing 
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his hand over his throat, <^ my neck does not feel as though 
it was made for a halter ; we must retire to Augusta county 
in Virginia, and if overpowered we must pass the Allegha- 
ny mountains." General Washington at this time was 
suffering the most agonizing distress for the fate of his army 
and his country.* 

The king's commissioners, flushed with the success of the 
royal army, have availed themselves of the occasion, and 
put forth another proclamation, grantmg pardons to all those 
who shall within sixty days subscribe a delaration to remain 
peaceable, not to take up arms, nor encourage others to act 
against the king's authority, and at the same time, they 
charge and command all who are assembled in arms against 
his majesty to disband, and all under the names of General 
and Provincial Congress committees, &c. to desist from their 
treasonable practices, and relinquish their usurped power 
within sixty days from the date of this proclamation. 

This production, couched in the haughty style of royal au* 
thority, demands submission of those who have long since 
been compelled to abjure all allegiance to the British crown. 
How far the people of this continent may be disposed to 
retrace their steps, to abandon the government of their 
choice, relinquish their independence and succumb to arbi- 
trary power, is a point to be decided within sixty days. 
However apparently forlorn is our situation, we presume to 
hope that his majes^'s commissioners will not realize their 
sanguine expectations, though British clemency on the one 
hand, and the gallows on the other, may be the alternative. 
The Congress resolved on the 12th instant, that it be recom- 
mended to all the United States as soon as possible to ap- 
point a day of fasting and humiliation. This is according to 
the custom of our pious ancestors in times of imminent dan- 
gers and difficulties. Considering the rapid movements of 
the enemy, and knowing it to be their intention to possess 
themselves of the city of Philadelphia, the Congress have 
resolved to retire to Baltimore, in Maryland. They have 
also ordered, that handbflls be circulated through the states. 



* It wtt aboot thii time that tbe Am ericas arqijr waa extremely reduced and ita 
elBcieiit ftne waa eootuuiaUy ohaniing. The militia, deapainng of our caoae, 
returned hooM in great numben, and thorn who had serrod out their time refused 
to re-enliat, although the enemjr waa rapidly adyancinc. Bat to the honor of the 
citasena of Philadelphia, fifteen hundred of thoir number associated together, and 
marched to the aid of Washington. " Though most of these were accustomed to 
the habits of a city lift, they iSept in tents, bams, and sometimes in the open air, 
tetng the told nentha of December and January." 
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with the view of rousing the whole people to a sense of the 
impending dai^er, and the calamities that will ensue should 
the enemy succeed in the attempt to get possession of the 
capital. 

26th. — ^A singular kind of riot took place m our barracks 
last evening, attended by some unpleasant consequences* 
Colonel A. W. of Massachusetts, made choice of his two 
sons, who were soldiers m his regiment, to discharge the 
menial duties of waiters, and one of them having been 
brought up a shoe maker, the Colonel was so inctmsiderate 
as to allow him to work on his bench in the same room with 
himself. This ridiculous conduct has for some time drawn 
on the good old man the contemptuous sneers of the gentle- 
men officers, especially those from Pennsylvania. Lieuten- 
ant Colonel C. of Wayne's regiment, being warmed with 
wine, took on himself the task of reprehendmg the ^^ Yan- 
kee" Colonel for thus degrading his rank. With this view 
he rushed mto the room in the evening and soon despatched 
the shoe maker's bench, after which, he made an assault oa 
the Colonel's person, and bruised him severelv. The noise 
and confusion soon collected a number of officers and sol- 
diers, and it was a considerable time before the rioters could 
be quelled. Some of the soldiers of Colonel Wajfue's regi- 
ment actually took to their arms and dared the Fonfaeef, a^ 
then proceeded to the extremity of firing their guns. About 
thirty or forty rounds were aimed at the soldiers of our regi- 
ment, who were driven from their huts and barracks, and 
several of them were severely wounded. Colonel C. in 
making an assault on a superior officer, and encouraging a 
riot, is guilty of one of the highest crimes in our articles of 
war. It was in the power of Colonel W. and in fact, it was 
his duty, to bring the audacious offenders to ezeniplary 
punishment; but, as if to complete the disgrace of the 
transaction, Colonel C. sent some soldiers into the woods to 
shoot a fat deer, with which he made an entertainment, and 
invited Colonel W. *and his officers to partake of it ; this 
effected a reccmciliation ; and Colonel It. was induced to 
overlook the high handed assault on his own person and on 
the lives of his soldiers. Our Colonel is a serious, good 
man, but is more conversant with the economy of domestic 
life than the etiquette practised in camp. 

January 5th. — ^At the close of the last year, the situation 
of our main army was gloomy and discouraging, a large pro- 
portion of the troops had retired from service, as their term 
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of enlistmeDt expired, and the small remains of our army 
was retreating before the enemy, and passed the Delaware 
jfor safety. It is now announced in our general orders, to 
our inexpressible joy and satisfaction, that the scene is in 
some degree changed, the fortune of war is reversed, and 
Providence has been pleased to crown the efforts of our 
Commander in Chief wiUi a splendid victory. His Excel- 
lency, having obtained information that the advance party of 
the enemy, consisting of about fifteen hundred Hessians and 
British light horse, under command of Colonel Rafal, was 
stationed at the village of Trenton, concerted a plan for 
taking them by surprise. For this purpose he made choice 
of Christmas night, under the idea that in consequence of the 
festivity, they might be less vigilantly guarded. At this time 
the whole force under his immediate command did not exceed 
three thousand men. At the head of about two thousand 
four hundred men, one division being commanded by General 
Greene, and the other by General Sullivan, he crossed the 
river Delaware in boats, in the night of the 36th of Decem- 
ber, during a severe storm of snow and rain. The passage 
of the boats was rendered extremely difficult and hazardous 
by the ice, and part of the troops ai»d cannon actually failed 
in* the attempt Having landed on the Jersey shore, he had 
nine miles to march, anid he reached the village about seven 
o'clock in the morning with such promptitude and secrecy, 
as to attack the enemy almost as soon as his approach was 
discovered. A smart firing ensued, which contmued but a 
few minutes, when the enemy, finding themselves surround- 
ed, threw down their arms, and surrendered as prisoners. 
Colonel Rahl, the commanding officer, was mortally wound- 
ed, and seven other officers were wounded and left at Tren- 
ton on their parole. About thirty-five soldiers were killed, 
sixty wounded, and nine hundred and forty-eight, including 
thirty officers, were taken prboners, amounting in all to one 
thousand and forty-eight. Of the Continentals not more 
than ten, it is supposed, were killed and wounded. General 
Washmgton recrossed the Delaware the same day in tri- 
umph, bringing off six excellent brass cannon, about one 
thousand two hundred small arms, and three standards, with 
a quantity of bagpige, &c. This very brilliant achievement 
is highly honorable to the Commander in Chief, and to all 
that were ei^aged in the enterprise. We are sanguine^ m 
the hope that this most auspicious event will be productive 
q{ the happiest effects, by inspiriting our dejected army, and 
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dispelliiig that panic of despair into which the people have 
been plunged. (General Washington allowed the Hessian 
prisoners to retain their baggage, and sent them into the 
interior of Pennsylvania, ordering that they be treated with 
favor and humanity. This conduct, so contrary to their ex* 
pectations, excited their gratitude and veneration for their 
amiable conqueror, whom they styled, " a very good reW." 

ld^.-^By some friends from the main army, and from 
current report, it appears that the British, having overrun 
the Jerseys, considered the Continental army as on the point 
of annihilation, and flattered themselves that what they term 
the rebellloD, is effectually crushed. In their march through 
the Jerseys thej have committed such licentious ravages 
and desolation, as must be deemed di^racefui by all civil<> 
Ized people ; an indiscrimmate robbery and plundering mark 
every step of their progress ; rapine and murder, without 
distinction of friend or foe, age or sex, has been put in prac- 
tice with an inexorable spirit, and countenanced by officers 
of rank and distinction. Even those unfortunate inhabitants 
who have been deluded by their promises, and received 
printed protections, are equally sufferers by these cruel and 
atrocious wretches. Hmidreds of inhabitants, both male and 
female, have been deprived of their dwellings and suste-* 
pance, stripped oi their clothipg, and exposed to the inole- 
mency of the winter, and to personal insult and abuse of 
almost every description. But their wicked career is about 
to be checked. Providence will not suffer such enormities 
to be perpetrated with impunity. Those miserable inhabi- 
tants, whose lives have been spared, are driven to despera* 
tion, and feel that they have no hope but in the extirpation 
of their cruel enemies. The people who have been subdued, 
have with a noble spirit, risen on their conquerors, and are 
resolved to revenge the imuries which they have suffered. 

We are now informed of another very important advantage 
which General Washington has gained over the royal army 
by means of a well concerted stratagem. After his success 
at Trenton, General Washington received considerable reen- 
forcements of troops from Virginia and Maryland, and some 
regiments of militia, which enabled him again to cross the 
Delaware into the Jerseys and face the enemy. While at 
Trenton, Lord Cornwallis advanced to attack him, and a 
severe cannonade commenced. The feeble American army 
was reduced to a delicate and perilous situation. A superior 
enemy in front and the river Delaware in the rear, the ruin 
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of our army l^ an attack the next morning appeared almost 
inevitable. To extricate himself from this very critical 

Sosition, required the skill and address of Washington, nor 
id the resources of his mind fail him in this instance. In 
the evening he ordered a great number of fires to be lighted 
up in his camp, and leavii^ a sufficient number of men to 
keep them burning durmg the night to deceive the enemy, 
stole a march with his mam army, taking a circuitous route, 
and, at nine o'clock the next mornhig, attacked three regi- 
ments of the British who were posted at Prmceton, routed 
them, and drove them from their redoubts. By this masterly 
manoeuvre, the enemy lost about five hundred in killed, 
wounded and prisoners. The loss on our side is very mcon- 
siderable in point of numbers, but we have to lament the 
death of Bri^dier General Mercer, a brave officer who 
commanded the Virginia militia. The fact b published, that 
after General Mercer surrendered himself, the enemy, deaf 
to the voice of humanity, stabbed him with their boyonets, 
and with the butt tod of a musket battered and disfigured hi» 
laee in a savage mamier. It is to be remarked, that on this 
memorable occasion Lord ComwalUs was completely out- 
generalled ; while he was expecting to find the Continental 
armv at their lighted fires at Trenton, he was astonished and 
coniounded to hear the firing occasioned by this same army, 
beating up their quarters twelve miles in his rear. His 
lordship immediately repaired by a forced march to Prince- 
ton, but arrived too late to retaliate on his vigilant antago- 
nist, who had taken up his route to Morristown.* Finding 
that the Continentals were out of his reach, his lordship pro- 
ceeded without halting, to Brunswick. Stratagems in war, 
when wisely concerted, and judiciously executed, are con- 
sidered as characterixh^ a military genius of superior order, 
and is a quality of inestimable value in every commander. 

* Waahiofftoii puihed ii>rwwd ind placed himself between the lines of the two- 
•nuei with hit hone'i heed ftenting tlie hnemy, that hie euunple and exhortatione 
BMg hi encourafe hie ,troope to make a bold stand and return the enemy's fire. 
"Wlnile they were fighting in Princeton, says Dr. Ramsay, the British in Trenton 



were under arms, and on the point of making an assanlt on the emcaated camp of 
the Amsrieaas. With so much addraas had the movement to PrUieeton been con- 
ducted, thai Washington moved completely off' the ground with his whole fbrcOy 
•tores, baggage, and artillery, mdmown to and ansnspected by his adversaries ; and 
eo entirely were they deeaived, that when they heard the report of the artillery at 
Princeton, thoogh it was in the depth of winter^ they supposed it to be thunder. 
The British, astonished at these bold movements of an enemy supposed to be van- 
quished, instantly thll back with their whole (ores, and abandoned every post they 
held to the southward of New TorI(, except Brunswick and Anboy^ 
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It is often exultingly remarked ki our camp, that Washing-* 
ton was born for the salvation of his country, and that he is 
endowed with all the talents and abilities necessary to qualify 
him for the great undertaking. The mHitia of Jersey, im-* 
mediately on their being liberated from the control of the 
British, flew to arms, exasperated and stimulated by a re« 
collection of their sufferings, and have become their most 
bitter and determined enemies ; and are very active and 
vigilant in harassing them on all occasions, keeping a conti-* 
nual watch, and cutting off small parties whenever opportu* 
nities offer. It is gratifying to the army that Congress have 
conferred on their Generalissimo more ample powers, and 
appointed him Dictator for the limUtd term of six months ; 
to reform and new model the military arrangements, in such 
manner as he may judge most advantageous for the public 
service. Much good is expected to result from this 
measure. 

S(Hh. — ^It is with inflnite sathfactiron we leam, that the 
royal army has been compelled to quit ahnost every part of 
the Jerseys, and that our army is pursuing them from post te 
post, and they find no security but in tne vicinity of their 
shipping. 

General Washington has issued a proclamation command- 
ing all persons having taken the eath of allegiance to Great 
Britain, and accepted protections and certificates, to deliver 
up the same, and take the oath of allegiance to the United 
States ; granting at the same time full liberty to all who 

£ refer the protection of Great Britam to the freedom and 
appiness of their country, forthwith to withdraw themselves 
and families to the enemy's lines. 

The winter hidierto has been mild and temperate ; Lake 
Champlain is now frozen over, and the ice is about one foot 
thick, the earth is covered with snow, but the storms have 
not been very violent, and the cold not so intense as might be 
expected in a northern climate. There have been frequent 
instances of persons being detected lurking about the country 
who are employed by the enemy in enlistiku^ soldiers for the 
tory regiments in New York. In order effectually to pre- 
vent this nefarious conduct, every person of this description 
who may fall mto our hands is to be tried by a court martial, 
and if found guilty, will be executed as a spy. A few days 
since, one Daniel Strong was found lurking about our army at 
Peekskill, and on examination, enlisting orders were found 
sewed in his clothes ; he was immediately tried as a spy 
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from the enemy, senteaced to suffer deaUi, €iiid wus executed 
accordingly. 

February. — The present unfortunate situation of General 
Lee, who is in close confinement in the provost prison, in 
New York, affords a topic for general conversation both in 
and out of the army. A correspondence between General 
Washington and General Howe has taken place relative to 
the subject, from which it appears that General Lee re- 
ceives the most rigid and ungenerous treatment, under the 
absurd pretence that he is a deserter from the British ser- 
vice, when it is well known that he resigned his C4kmmission 
long before he received an appomtment in our army< As 
we have not in our possession ai^ British officers of equal 
rank, General Washington has proposed to make an exchange 
of six Hessian field officers for General .Lee, that being 
considered as the usual proportion for the disparity of rank. 
This proposal being rejected, his Excellency next required 
of General Howe that General Lee should receive from his 
hands treatment suitable to his rank, and such'as the custom 
of all armies has prescribed for prisoners of war« If this 
should be refused. General Howe was assured, that the 
unpleasant expedient of retaliation should be immediately 
adopted. This unhappy affair soon arrested the attention 
of Congress^ and they resolved ^' that General Washington 
inform General Howe, that should the proffered exchange of 
General Lee not be accepted, and the ill treatment of him 
be continued, the principle of retaliation shall occasion five 
of the Hessian field officers, together with Lieutenant Colo- 
nel A. Campbell, or any other officers that . are or may be 
in our possession, equivalent in number or quality, to be 
detained, in order that the same treatment which General 
Lee shall receive may be exactly inflicted on their persona." 
The result of this uikfortnnate business is, that the threat- 
ened retaliation has been resorted to on our part, and that 
Lieuteuant Colonel Campbell, and five Hessian field officers^ 
are committed to prison, and subjected to the same rigorous 
treatment which nas been ascertained is inflicted on the 

Eerson of General Lee. Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, 
eing on parole near Boston, is confined in the jail at Con-* 
cord. In a letter to Greneral Howe, which has been pub- 
lished, after acknowledging the liberal and generous attention 
which he had previously received, he describes his present 
condition as being most horrid, and in his view altogether 
Unjustifiable. It remains therefore with General Howe t(| 
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afford to Colonel Campbell all the relief wliich he desires, 
and extend to him all the comforts and privileges, which his 
rank demands, by first relaxing his severity, and complying 
with the rules of war, as respects Oeneral Lee ; it being 
the determination of our govermnent to place the British 
prisoners in precisely the same circnmstances with oar 
prisoners in their custody. My leisure hours permit me to 
advert to another subject which excites the interest and the 
inexpressible indignation of every American. I allnde to 
the abominable conduct of the British commanders towards 
our anfortunate officers and soldiers, who, by the fortune of 
war, have fallen krto their hands. In all countries and ar- 
mies, prisoners of war have a just claim on the duties of 
humamty ; from the moment of their captivity hostilities 
should cease, the sword should be sheathed ; being them- 
selves disarmed, no arm can of right be lifted against tiiem, 
and while they conduct' in a^ manner bc^comiw their ctmditiion, 
they are entitled to the customary immumties, and to- be 
treated with lenity. Among the savage tribes we know, 
their captives are tortured by fire, by the scalping knife, 
and the tomahawk, but we are yet, and for the honor of 
human nature, hope we ever shall -remain imacquainted with 
any civilixed nation except the English, who devote their 
captives to various forms of destruction. It would seem 
that the application of the term rebel to our prisoners, is 
sufficient to reconcile the consciences of their victors to 
inflict on them the most unprecedented cruelties. The fol- 
lowing is a briersummary of the systematic method adopted 
and practised for their destruction, as taken from the Jfew 
London Gazette, from General Washington's letter of com- 
plamt to General Howe, and from the verbal statement of 
the officers and soldiers who have returned from New Turk 
by exchange. They were crowded into the holds of prison 
ships where they were almost sufiboated for want of air, and 
into churches, and open sugar houses, &o. without covering 
or a spark of fire. Their allowance of provisions and water 
for three days, was insofficient for one, and in some in- 
stancesv they were for four days entirely destitute of food. 
The pork and bread, for they had no other sustenamce^ and 
even the water allowed them were of the worst possible 
quality, and totally unfit for human beings. A minute detail 
of their dreadful sufferings would only serve to harrow up 
the feelings of surviving friends ; as a gross outrage against 
the principles of humanity, suffice it to say , • that in 4^onse- 
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qfience of the most barbarous treatment, died within a few 
weeks, not less than fifteen hundred American soldiers, brave 
young men, the pride and shield of our country. After 
death had released the sufferers, their bodies were dragged 
opt of the prisons and Spiled up without doors, till enough 
were collected for a cart load, when they were carted out 
and tumbled into a ditch, and slightly covered with earth. 
Besides the above diabolical treatment, the prisoners were 
continually insulted and tantalized by the British officers, and 
nfalicious tories, cursing and swearing at them as rebels, 
saying, ^^ this is the just punishment of your rebellion ; nay, 
jpu are treated too well for rebels, you have not received 
half you deserve and half you shall receive ; but if you will 
enlist in his majesty's service, you shall have victuals and 
clothing enough." Thus these callous-hearted Englishmen 
meanly endeavored to augment the royal army by the enlist- 
ment of American prisoners, or to diminish the number of 
their opposers ; but such was the integrity and patriotism of 
these men, that hundreds submitted to death rather than 
become rebels to their own native country. In one instance, 
four of our wounded officers, of respectable rank, were put 
into a consmofi dirt cart, and conveyed through the streets of 
New York, as objects of derision, reviled as rebels, and 
treated willi the utmost ciwtempt.* But it may be inquired 
if I mean to describe the Britisn commanders as transformed 
into demons ? 

I only record notorious facts, and. it is not my journal, but 
the faithful and impartial pages of history that will transmit 
to posterity this stigma on the English character. Gracious 
heavens ! are these the people from whom we derive our 
origin, and who are inviting the Americans to a reconcilia- 
tion ? A more dreadful curse can scarcely be denounced ! 
It is worthy of observation, that the British and Hfessian 
prisoners in our hands were treated in a manner directly the 



* A firiend, who wv nnfortonatoly a priaoner in New York, has racontly fiivored 
me with the foUowiiw fibcta. In 177o, a mmber of priflonen were made by the 
Britiah in our retreat from Long laland ; adwnf othera, a Lieutenant Dunacomb, dT 
New York. He and hia ieUow offioera were ordered beihre the <*ni*»Tn'''ffg gen- 
eral» who, in hanh bmguage, reproached them for their crime of rebellion and ita 
necessary oonaeqnencea. A gentleman preaent becan to plead their youth as aa' 
apology. It wont do, said General Howe, you shall all be hanged I Hang, and be 
d^— d, said Ihmacomb. They hanged no one that I know of, bat they played the 
fool bv going throvgh the farce of making them ride vrith a rope roond their necks, 
seated on collins, to the gallows. Otho Williams, subaeqaently Adjutant General t^ 
the southern anny, and a moat worthy and amiable gentleman, I particularly know 
was treated in this manner. 
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reverse of that just described, and they never found cause 
to complain. It is some satisfaction to find, that since the 
brilliant success of our army in the Jerseys, and a consider-i^ 
able number of British and Hessians having fallen into our 
hands, the cruel severities inflicted on our prisoners have 
been m some degree mitigated. To the foregoing unparal- 
leled catalogue of criminal proceedings, I have to add, from 
aqother writer, that the enemy wantonly destroyed the New 
York water works, an elegant public library at Trenton, and 
the grand orrerv made by the celebrated Rittenhouse, which 
was placed m the college at Princeton, a piece of mechan- 
ism which the most untutored savage, staying the hand of 
violence, would have beheld with wonder and delight;. Thus 
are our cruel enemies warring against liberty, virtue, and 
the arts and sciences^ To make war against literature and 
learning is the part of barbarians. I cannot resist the 
temptation to transcribe a few paragraphs from an elegant 
speech of Governor Livingston to the General Assembly of 
the state of New Jersey, March the 5th. " They have 
plundered friends and foes ; effects, capable of division, they 
have divided ; sjich a3 were not, they have destroyed ; they 
have warred on decrepid old age, warred on defenceless 
youth ; they have committed hostilities against the profes- 
sors of literature and the ministers of religion, against pub- 
lic records and private monuments ; books of improvement, 
and papers of curiosity ; and against the arts and sciences. 
They have butchered the wounded, asking for quarter ; 
mangled the dead, weltering in their blood ; refused to the 
dead the rites of sepulture ; suffered prisoners to perish for 
want of sustenance ; insulted the persons of females ; dis- 
figured private dwelluigs of taste and elegance, and in the 
rage of impiety and barbarism, profaned edifices dedicated 
to Almighty God." 

Lake Champlain is now open and free from ice in its 
whole extent, and the hostile Indians begin to lurk about our 
lines, laying wait for their prey. A party of these savages 
in the British interest, a few days since, discovered about 
thirty of our unarmed recruits on their way to join their 
corps at Fort George, they ipimediately made their attack, 
killed and tomahawked some, made several prisoners, and 
escaped towards Canada ; a few of these men fortunately 
escaped, and several that were wounded were brought into 
our lines. Colonel Whitcomb with a party of continentals 
|yas ordered to pursue the Indians, he overtook part of them 
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and killed several, but the prisoners were carried off beyond 
his reach. 

An enterprise of little importance has lately been put in 
execution by a detachment of royalists from New York. 
Their object was to destroy some stores which were depos- 
ited at Peekskill. General McDougal, who had the com- 
znand of the post, with a small number of men, found it 
prudent to retire, and the enemy accomplished in part the 
object of the expedition. Lieutenant Colonel Willet, how- 
ever, with only sixty men, came on them by surprise, when 
a skirmish ensued which obliged them to retire with great 
precipitation on board their vessels in the North River, after 
having suffered a considerable loss. 

*Spril Ist. — ^The term of service of Colonel Whitcomb's 
regiment having expired, they have now left the service and 
returned to New England. Having received an invitation 
from Dr. Jonathan Potts, the surgeon general in this depart- 
ment, to accept the office of surgeon's mate in the general 
hospital, I have received the said appointment and com- 
menced my official duties accordingly at this place ; Dr. D. 
Townsend being at the same time appointed senior surgeon. 
We find here about eighty soldiers laboring under various dis- 
eases, and eight or ten that have been cruelly wounded by 
the savages who have been skulking in the woods in the 
vicmtty. In our retired situation here, we are unacquainted 
with any military transactions in other quarters till they 
transpire in the public papers. 

May. — It is ju«t announced that the enemy have under- 
taken an expedition to Danbury, in Connecticut, for the 
purpose of destrc^ing a magazine of stores at that place. 
Governor Tryon, a Major General of the Provincial troops 
in New York, was the commander of the detachment, con- 
sisting of one thousand eight hundred men, and Brigadier 
General Agnew, and Sir W. Erskine were commanders 
under him. When the enemy had landed and commenced 
their operations in their usual manner, by burning and des- 
troying houses and other buildings, the country was alarmed, 
the militia collected, and were commanded by Major Gen- 
eral Wooster, Brigadier Generals Arnold and Silliman. A 
smart action soon ensued and continued about one hour, in 
which our militia and a small number of continentals con- 
ducted with distinguished bravery, but being overpowered 
by a superior force, they were obliged to retreat. The 
amount of stores destroyed by the enemy was very consider" 
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able, but the Iom of ridiiable oi&cers and men is infinitely 
more important. General Wooster was mortally wounded) 
and died soon after. Lieutenant Colonel Gould and four or 
five other officers were killed, and about sUty men were 
killed and wounded. Among the slain is Dr. Atwater, a 
respectable character, whose death is greatly lamented- 
General Arnold had his horse shot under him when withiii 
ten yards of the enemy, and a soldier was advancing with 
fixed bayonet towards him, when, with great presence of 
mindj he drew his pbtol from his holsters, and instantly shot 
him through the body. On the side of the royalists the loss, 
as stated by General Howe, is one hundred and seventy-two 
in killed, wounded and missii^,. but by other accounts it is 
much more considerable. Among their wounded is Briga- 
dier General Agnew, and two other field officer^. 

A captain Roofa, and his Lieutenant, two noted tories, 
lately taken in arms as they were marching toward^ the 
enemy, were condenmed by a court martial and hanged at 
Esopus, in the state of New York, as a suitable reward, 
says a writer in the newspaper, for their treasonable prac- 
tices, they having induced a number of others to ^uist in 
the service of the enemy. 

Jwit. — Congress have appomted Major Greneral Schuyler 
to command in the northern department, including Albany, 
Ticonderoga, Fort Stanwix, and their dependencies, and 
Major General St. Clair has the immediate command of the 
posts of Ticonderoga and Mount Independence. It is also 
understood, that the British government have appointed 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne commander in chief of their 
army in Canada, consisting, it is said, of eight or ten thou- 
sand men. According to authentic reports, the plan of the 
British government for the present campaign is, that General 
Burgoyne's army shall take possession of Ticonderogar, and 
force his way through the country to Albany ; to fhcilitate 
this event, Colcmel St. Leger is to march with a party of 
British, Germans, Canadians and Indians, to the Mohawk 
river, and make a diversion in that quarter. The royal 
army at New York, under conamand of General Howe is to 
pass up the Hudson river, and, calculating on success in all 
quarters, the three armies are to form a junction at Albai^. 
Here, probably, the three conmianders are to conffratulate 
each other on their mighty achievements, and the flattering 
prospect of crushing the rebellion. This being accomplish- 
ed, the conununication between the southern and eastern 
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states will be internipted, and New England, as thej sup- 

Ke, may become an easj prey. Judging from the foregoing 
ail, a very active campaign is to be expected, and events 
of the greatest magnitude are undoubtedly to be unfolded. 
The utmost exertions are now making to strei^ben our 
works at Ticonderoga, and if possible, to render the post 
invulnerable. Mount Independence, directly opposite to 
Tieonderoga, is strongly fortified and well supplied with 
artillery. On the summit of the mount, which is table land, 
is erected a strong fort, in the centre of which is a conve* 
nient square of barracks, a part of which are occupied for 
our hospital. The communication between these two places 
is maintained by a floating bridge ; it is supported xm twenty- 
two sunken piers of very large timber, the spaces between 
these are filled with separate floats, each about fifty feet 
long and twelve wide, strongly fastened together with iron 
chains and rivets. A boom composed of large pieces- of 
timber well secured tojpether by riveted bolts, is placed on 
the north side of the bridge, and by the side of this is placed 
a double iron cham, the links of which are one and a half 
inch square. The construction of this bridge, boom and 
chain, of four hundred yards in length, has proved a most 
laborious undertaking, aoui the expense must have been im- 
mense. It is however supposed to be admirably adapted to 
the double purpose of a communication, and an impenetrable 
barrier to any vessels that m^^t attempt to pass cur works. 
By way of amusement, I went with three gentlemen of our 
hospital to endeavor. to explore a high mountain in this vici- 
nity. With much.difficalty we clambered up and reached 
the summit. From this commanding eminence we had one 
of the most singularly romantic views y^hich. imagination can 
paint. Northward we behold Lake Champlain, a prodigious 
CKpimse of uamflled water, widening and straitoung as the 
banks and clifts project into its channel. This lake extends 
about one hundred miles towards Quebec, and is from cHie 
to five miles wide. On each side is a thick uninhabited 
wilderness^ variegated by hills and dales ; here the majestic 
oak^ ohesnut and pine, rear their lofty heads ; there the 
dimumtive shrub forms a tiiicket for the retreat of wild 
beasts. Looking southwest from our stand we have a view of 
part of Lake Qewge^ emptymg its waters into Lake Cham- 

Jlain, near Tieonderoga. Tunung to the east, the prodigious 
eights called Green Mountains, ascending almost to the 
clouds, are exhibited to view, with the settlements in th^t 
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tract of territory Called New Hampshire grant. The an- 
cient fortress at Crown Point, is about twelve miles north 
of this place ; it is bj nature a very strong position, bM it 
has been abandoned by both armies. 

JfUy IsL—^We are now assailed by a proclamation of ai 
very extraordinary nature from Oeneral Burgoyne, enume- 
rating a string of titles, which he has doubtless received 
from his royal master as a reward for his merit. From the 
pompous manner in which he has arrayed his titles, we are 
led to suppose, that he considers them as more than a match 
for all the military . force which we can bring against him. 
They stand thus, 

^^ By John Burgoyne^ Esquire, LievtenafU General of his 
Jilaje8ty\8 forces in •America, Cohnel of the Qiiee»'5 regiment 
of lAghi Dragoons, Chvemdr of Fort fFHUam, in J^orth Bri- 
tain^ one of the Commons of Great Britain in Parliafnent, and 
commanding an army and fleet employed on An expedition from 
Canada, ^c. 4^c." This sanguinary proclamation is to be 
viewed as the forerunner of his formidable army, and all the 
opposers of his authority are menaced with his avenging 
power. ^^ I have," says the proclamation, ^^ but. to give 
stretch to the Indian forces under my direction, and they 
amount to thousands, to overtake the hardened enemies of 
Great Britain and America. I consider them the same 
wherever they may lurk." The British ministry, not satis- 
fied with the disgraceful expedient of hiring foreign merce- 
naries, resort also to the savages of the wilderness for aid in 
the glorious cause of tyranny and of spreading the horrors 
of war by fire and sword throughout our country. The mili- 
tia of New England are daily coming in to increase our 
strength ; the number of our troops, and our ability to defend 
the works against the approaching enemy, are considerations 
which belong to our commanding offices ; in their breasts let 
the important secret remaiti, and in their superior judgment 
our ccmfidence must be reposed. One fact, however, is no- 
torious, that when the troops are directed to man the lines, 
there is not a sufficient number to occupy their whole ex- 
tent. It appears, nevertheless, so far as I can learn, to be 
the prevalent opinion, that we shall be able to repel the 
meditated attack and defeat the views of the royal comman- 
der ; both officers and men are in bigb spirits and prepared 
for the contest. 

July 2d, — ^The British army is now appiroaching, some of 
their savage allies have been seen in the vicinity of our out' 
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works, which, with the block house beyond the old French 
lines, has this day been abandoned. On the Sd and 4th, the 
«nemy are making their approaches and gaining, as is sup^ 
posed, some advantages. They have taken possession of 
Mount Hope, our batteries are now opened, and a cannon- 
ading has commenced. General St. Clair endeavors to 
animate the troops, and orders every man to repair to the 
alarm posts at morning and evening roll call, and to be partic- 
ularly alert and vigilant. There seems to be a diversity of 
opinion whether General Burgoyne intends to besiege our 
garrison, or to attempt to possess himself of it by an assault 
4on our lines, 

5ih. — It is with astonishment that we find the enemy have 
taken possession of an emmence called Sugars-loaf HiU^ or 
M(miU Defiance^ which, from its height and proximity, com* 
pletely overlooks and commands all our works at Ticonde^ 
roga and Mount Independence. This mount, it is said, ought 
long since to have been fortified by our armv, but its extreme 
difficulty of access, and the want of a suftcient number of 
men, are the reasons assigned for its being neglected. The 
aituation of our garrison is viewed as critical and alarming ; 
A few days, it is expected, will decide our fate. We have 
reason to apprehend the most fatal efiects from their battery 
on Sugar-loaf Hill. 

I4ih, — By r«ason of an extraordinary and unexpected 
ievent, the course of my Journal has been interrupted for 
several days. At about 12 o'clock, in the night of the dth 
instant, I was urgently called from sleep, and informed thai; 
0ur army vras in motion, and was instantly to abandon Ticon^ 
deroga luid Mount Independence. I could scarcely believe 
that my informant was in earnest, but the confusion and bustle 
soon convinced me that it was really true, and that the short 
time allowed demanded my utmost industry. It was enjoinr 
ed OQ me immediately to collect the sick and wounded, and 
as much of the hospital stores as possible, and assist in em- 
barking them on board the batteaux and boats at the shore. 
'Having with all ]^ossible despatch completed our embarka- 
tion, at S o'clock m the morning of the 6th, we commenced 
our voyage up the South bay to Skeenesborough, about 30 
miles. Our fleet consisted of five armed gallies and two 
hundred batteaux and boats deeply laden with cannon, tents, 
provisions, invalids and women. We were accompanied by 
M guard of six hundred men, commanded by Colonel Longygf 
New Hampshire. The night was moon light and pleasant, 

11 
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the 8iib barat forth in the mornii^ with imcommoii Instre, the 
day was fine, the water's surface serene and unruffled. The 
shore on each side exhibited a variegated view of huge 
rocks, caverns and clifts, and the whole was bounded .by a 
thick, impenetrable wilderness. My pen would fail in the 
attempt to describe a scene so enchantingly sublime. The 
occasion was peculiarly interesting, and we could but look 
back with regret, and forward with apprehension. We 
availed ourselves, however, of the means of enlivening our 
spirits. The drum and fife afibrded us a fiivorite music ; 
among the hoq^ital stores we found many dozen of choice 
wine, and we cheered our hearts with the nectareous con-* 
tents. At 3 o'clock in the aftemooir, we reached our des- 
tined port at Skeensborough, being the bead of navigation 
for our gallies. Here we were unsuspicious of dnigef, 
but behold ! Burgoyne himself was at our heels. In le^ 
than two hours we were struck with surprise and con- 
atemation by a discharge of cannon from the enemy's 
fleet, on dur gallies and batteaux lying at the wharf. 
By uncommon efforts and industry they had brolcen Arougfa 
the bridge, boom and chain, which cost our people sudi 
immense labor, and bad almost overtaken us on the 
lake, ant horridly disastroas indeed would have been our 
fate. It waa not Ions before it was perceived that a num-^ 
ber of their Iroops and savages had landed, and were rapid- 
ly advancing towards our Htde party. The officers of our 
guard now attempted to rally the men and form tiiem in 
battle array ; but this was found impossible, every effort 
proved unavailing, and in the utmost panic, they were seen 
to ffy in every direction for personal safety. In this despe^ 
rate condition, I perceived our officers scampermg for their 
baggage ; I ran to the batteau, seized my chest, earned it 
a niort distance, took from it a few articles, and instantly 
foHowed in the train of our retreating party. We took the 
route to Fort Ann, throurii a narrow defile in the woods, 
and were so closely pressed by the pursoii]^ enemjr, that we 
frequently heard calls from the rear to ^' march on, the 
Indians are at our heels." Having marched all night, we 
reached Fort Ann at 5 o'clock in the morning, where we 
found provisions for our refreslmietit. A small rivulet called 
Wood Creek, is navigable from Skeenesborough to Fort Ann, 
by which means some of our mvalids and baggage made their 
escape ; but all our camimi, provisions, and the bulk cf oijor 
baQjage, wiUi several mvalids^ fell into the enemy's haods^ 
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On the 7th instant, we received a small reenforcemeBt 
from Fort Edward, by order of Major General Schuyler, 
and on discovering that a detachment of the enemy under 
command of Colonel Hill, had arrived in our vicinity, a party 
from our fort was ordered to attack them in their covert ii| 
the woods. The two parties were soon engaged in a smart 
skirmish, which continued for several hours, and resulted 
greatly to our honor and advantage ; the enemy, being almost 
snrroQiided, were on the point of surrendering, when our 
jsmmunition beii^ expended, and a party of Indians arriving 
and setting up tl^ war whoop, this peiog follovFed by three 
cheers from their friends the English, the Americans were 
induced to give way and retreat. One Surgeon, with a 
wounded Captain and twelve or fifteen privates, were taken 
and brought into our fort. The Surgeon informed me that 
he was in possession of books, &c. taken from my chest at 
Skeensborough, and singular to relate, some of the British 
prisoners obtained in the same manner, and had in their 
pockets, a number of private ktter$ which I had received 
from a friend in Massachusetts, and which were now return^ 
ed to me. Fort Ann being a small picket fort of no impor- 
tance, orders were given to set it on fire, and on the 8th, 
we departed for Fort Edward, situated about 30 miles 
southward, on the banks of Hudson river. General St. 
Clair with lus main army from Ticonderoga, t.ook a circuit* 
ous route through the woods to Hubbardtown, and Castle- 
ton, in the liew Hampshire grants, and being pursued by a 
strong detachment from Burgoyne's army, his rear guard, 
commanded by Colonel Francis, was overtak^i, and pn the 
7th instant, a very close and severe engagement lock place, 
in which bloody conflict, the brave Colonel Francis fell with 
other valuable officers, while fighting with distinguished gal* 
lantry. The Americans made an honorable defence, and 
finally a secure retreat. We lost in this action about three 
hundred, in killed, wounded, and prisoners. The enemy, 
accorduag to estimation, about two hundred. On the 12th, 
General St. Clair arrived here, (Fort Edward) with the 
remains of his army, greatly distressed and worn down by 
fistigue. General Schuyler is commander at this post ; he 
has a small army of continentals and militia, and is making 
every possible exertion, by taking up bridges, throwing ob- 
structions in the roads and passes, by fallen trees, &c. to 
impede the march of Purgoyne'^ army towards Albany. He 
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has also issued a spirited proclamation, to counteract the 
effects of that from General Burgoyne. 

The abandonment of Ticondefoga and Mount Indepen-* 
dence has occasioned the greatest surprise and alarm. Na 
event could be more Unexpected nor more severely felt 
throughout our army and country. This disaster has given 
to our cause a dark and gloomy aspect, but our affairs are 
not desperate, and our exertions ought to be in proportion to 
Our misfortunes and our exigencies. The conduct of Gen- 
eral St. Clair on this occasion has rendered him very unpop- 
ular, and subjected him to general censure and reproach ; 
there are some, indeed, who even accuse him of treachery ; 
but time and calm investigation must decide whether be can 
vindicate himself as a judicious and prudent commander. 
There is much reason to suppose, that neither the strength 
of Burgoyne'^ ^rmy, nor the weakness of our garrison were 
properly considered of generally understood. It must be 
universally conceded, that when the enemy had effected 
their great object by hoisting cannon from tree to tree, till 
they reached the summit of Sugar-loaf Hill^ the situation 
of our earrison had become perilous in the extreme. Gen-* 
eral Schuyler is not altogether free from public reprehen*' 
sion, alleging that he ought in duty to have been present at 
Ticonderoga during the critical period. It is predicted by 
some of our well informed and respectable characters, that 
this event, apparently so calamitous, will ultimately prove 
advantageous, by drawing the British army into the heart of 
our country, and thereby place them more immediately 
within our power* 

It may be deemed lu^rous that I should record a rumor 
so extravagantly ridiculous as the following, but it has re- 
ceived too much credence to be altogether omitted. It has 
been industriously reported, that Generals Schuyler and St. 
Clair, acted the part of traitors to their country, and that 
they were paid for their treason by the enemy in siher halh^ 
shot from Burgoyne's guns into our camp, and that they were 
collected by order of General St. Clair, and divided be- 
tween him and General Schuylef . 

25t&.--r-The sick soldiers under my care at this place have 
been accommodated in barracks and tents. I have now 
received orders to accompany them to the hospital at 
Albany, about fifty-five miles ; boats being provided, we 
embarked about forty sick and invalids, and proceeded down 
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the North river, and arrived cm the third day tit the ph6e of 
oor destination. 

JilbaMf^ August Sd. — The pleasing information is received 
here that Lieutenant Colonel Barton, of the Rhode Istend 
militia, planned a bold exploit for the purpose of surprising 
and taking Major General Frescott, the commanding offieer 
of the royal army at Newport. Taking with him, in the 
night, about forty men, id two boats, with oars muffled, he 
had the address to elude the vigilance of the ships of war 
and guard boats, and having arrived undiscovered at the 
quarters of General Prescott, they were taken for the sen- 
tinels, and the general was not alarmed till his captors were 
at the door of bis lodging chamber, which Was iast closed. 
A negro man, named rrince, instantly thrust his beetle head 
through the pannel door, and seized his victim while io bed. 
The general's aid de camp leaped from a window undressed, 
and attempted to escape, but was taken, and with the gen« 
era] brought off in safety. In repassing the water guards, 
General rrescott said to Colonel Barton, ^^ Sir, I did not 
think it possible you could escape the vigilance of the water 
guards." This is the second time that General Prescott has 
been a prisoner in our hands within two years. This adven-* 
ture is extremely honorable to the enterprising spirit of 
Colonel Barton, and is considered as ample retaliation for 
the capture of General Lee by Colonel Harcourt. The 
event occasions great joy and exultation, as it puts in our 
possession an officer of equal rank with General Lee, by 
which means an exchange may be obtained. Congress 
resolved that an elegant sword should be presented to Colo- 
nel Barton for his brave exploit. It has been ascertained 
that General Howe has relaxed in his rigid treatment of 
General Lee^ and conducted towards him in a manner suita- 
ble to his rank. The Hessian officers, on whom retaliation 
had been inflicted, are also restored to their former condition 
as prisoners of war* 

It appears by the papers, that Congress resolved, on the 
14th of June last, that the flag of the Uiirteen United States 
be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white, that the union 
be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new 
constellation. 

His Excellency General Washington, at his quarters in 
the Jerseys, has published a manifesto in answer to General 
Burgoyne's proclamation, from which I extract a few para^ 
graphs. He observes, ^^ The associated armies in America 



, f ct from the noblest motiye^y ^ for th^ pvreit pmposesi*-* 
their common object is liberty. The same principles %ctu<9 
ated the arms of Rome in the days of her glory, mi the 
same object was the reward of Roman valor- When these 
sacred ideas are profaned^ wheo the abominable mixture of 
mercenary, foreign, apd ravage forces dare to mention ih$ 
lave of camtry^ and th^ general prMkgef pfmmkindy^^ refers 
ring to Burgoyne's proclamatiooy ^^ the freemen of Americft 
protest against such abufte of language and prostitution of 
sentiment." )n another Duragraph* ^^ We beg leave to obr 
serve, if the power of m Britannic Msyesty's fleets and 
armies have been driven from Bostont repulaed from Charles* 
ton, cut off at Trenton^ expelled the Jerseys, and be now 
after aln^ost three campaignst commeneing its operation, that 
this is a power we ^ not oread." In the close, ^^ Harassed 
as we are by murelenting persecution^ obliged by every tie 
to repel violence by force, urged by self preiervatian to 
exert the strength which Providence has given us to de^ 
fend our natural rights against the aggrcMor ; we appeal 
to the hearts of all maid^ for the justice of our cause ; 
its event we submit to Him who speaks the tkt% of nations^ 
in humble confidence that as his onmiscient ey^e taketh note 
even of the sparrow that finUetb to tha ground, so He will 
not withdraw his countenance from a people who huivdbly 
array theselves under his banner in defence of the noblest 
principles, with which he bath adorned humanity." It i« a 
matter of pride to our country that our Commander in Chief 
has exhibited a production so far surpassing in dignity of sen* 
timent and justivsss of observation, the pompous proclamation 
to which this is a rcgolnder. It is no leas satisfactory to 
reflect, that the measure referred to has not been productive 
of those glorious advantages to the royal cause, or the dire 
consequences as respects our own, which the sanguine spirit 
of its author bad contemplated. Though be threatened ui 
with all the outrages of war, arrayed in terrific forms, aided 
by savages eager to be let loose on their prey, yet the pro-t 
clamation has been viewed rather as a curious model of an 
ostentatious display of self importance, than a formidable 
weapon calculated to awe a free pecmle into submission. 

&th> — We have just been apprised, by express from the 
Mohawk country, that Colonel ot. Leger and 1^ John John- 
sou, with a body of Britcms, Canadians, tones and Indians, 
bad invested Fort Schuyler^ one hundred and ten miles from! 
Alb^n^, that Creneral Herkimer, with about eight hnndre^ 
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militia, Wfts adranciag to disperse this motley collection, and 
to relieve the garrison ; but anfortunately he fell into an 
ambascade and saffered a considerable loss. Being himself 
woanded in both legs, he was seen sitting on a stump and 
courageously encouraging his men, by which they maintained 
their ground and did great execution among the enemy. 
Several of the Indian chiefs were slain by the first fire, 
which s6 disheartened the remainder, that they were thrown 
mto the greatest confusion, and turning on the tories, and 
ether white people, a warm contention ensued between 
them, and many of the whites were killed. Colonel Ganse- 
vort, the commander of the fort, sent out Lieutenant Colonel 
Willet with two hundred and fifty men, who bravely routed 
the Indians and tories, destroyed their provisions, and took 
flieir kettles, blankets, muskets, tomahawks, deer skins, &C. 
with five colors, and returned to the fort. The brave 
Gtoneral Herkimer soon died of bis wounds, and one hundred 
and sixty of his mtUtk men, having fought like lions, were 
kiUed, besides a ^6at number wounded. St. Leger's vic- 
(oiy over our militia Was parohased at a dear price, more 
than sevmity of his faidiaas were slain, and among them a 
large proportion of their most distinguished and favorite war- 
riors, and the survivors were exceedingly dissatisfied. The 
object of ttie expedition was far from beiius accomfdished ; 
the commonder <ud not however despair of gettuig posses- 
sion of the ibrt, for this purpose he sent in a flag demandii^ 
a surrender. lie greatly magnified his own strength, asserted 
that Bm^oyne was at Albany ; and threatened that on refusal 
his Indians wOuM destroy all the iriiabitants fai tte vicinity, 
and so soon as they could enter the £m1 every man would be 
sacrificed. Col<»dl CkuMevoirt nobly replied m the negative, 
btfing detemhied to defiond the fort at every hazard ; aware 
hewever, of his perilous situation, he found means of sending 
to General Schuyler at Stillwater for assistance. General 
AmkM was now despatched with a brigade of troops to 
attoek the faesi egnrs ; but finding flieir force greatly supe- 
rior to his own^ he sent back for a reinforcement of one 
tikmsand Ug^ troops. 

An object which camot be accomj^ithed by force is often 
dl>taiimi by means of stmtagetti. lieutenant Colonel John 
Bfoeks, an hitelKgent eCcer from Massaolmsetts, being in 
advance with a small detachment, fortunately foxmd one 
~^ajor Bntler, a noted officer atnong the Indians, endeaV(yring 

t^A 1^ inhabitants in their favor, and he was imipe- 



do ItltlTARY JOURNAL, 177T. t[AI]6U6T. 

diately «ecttred. A man also by the name of Coyler, who 
was proprietor of a handsome estate in the vicinity, was 
taken up as a spy. Colonel Brooks proposed that he should 
be employed as a deceptive messenger to spread the alarm 
and induce the enemy to retreat. General Arnold soon after 
arrived, and approved the scheme of Colonel Brooks ; it 
was accordingly agreed that Cuyler should be liberated and 
his estate secured to him on the condition that he would 
return to the enemy and make such exaggerated report of 
General Arnold's force as to alarm and put them to flight. 
Several friendly Indians being present, one of their head 
men advised that Cuyler's coat should be shot through in two 
or three places to add credibility to his story. Matters 
being thus adjusted, the impostor preceded directly to the 
Indian camp, where he was well known, and informed their 
warriors that Major Butler was taken, and that himself nar- 
rowly escaped, several shot having passed through his coat, 
and that General Arnold with a vast force was advancii^ 
rapidly towards them. In aid of the project, a friendly 
Indian followed and arrived about an hour after, with a con- 
fijunation of Cuyler's report. This stratagem was success- 
ful, the Ibdians instantly determined to quit their ground, 
and make their escape, nor was it in the power of St. Leger 
and Sir John, with all their art of persuasion to prevent it. 
When St. Leger remonstrated with them, the reply of the 
chiefs was, ^' When we marched down, you told us there 
would be no fighting for us Indians, we might go down and 
iimoke our pipes ; but now a number of our warriors have 
been killed, and you mean to sacrifice us." . The conse- 
4]uence was, that St. Leger, finding himself deserted by his 
Indians, to the number of seven or eight hundred, deemed 
his situation so hazardous that he decamped in the greatest 
hurry and ccMifttsim), leaving his tents with most of his artil- 
lery and stores in tli^ field. General Arnold with his detach- 
ment was now at liberty to return to the main army at Still- 
water ; and thus have we clipped the right wing of General 
Burgoyne. In the evening, while on their retreat, St. Leger 
and Sir John ^ot into a warm altercation, criminating each 
other for the ill success of the evpedition. Two Sachems 
observing this, resolved to have a laugh at their expense. In 
their front was a bog of clay and mud, they directed a young 
warrior to loiter in the rear, and then, on a sudden ran as if 
alarmed, calling out they are eamingy they are eoming. On 
hearing this, Hk^ two commanders in a fright topk to their 
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heels, rushing into the bog, freqnently falling and sticking in 
the mod, and the men threw away their packs and harried 
off. This and other jokes, were seyeral times repeated 
during the night for many miles. 

SOtk. — ^The city of Albany is situated on the west bank 
of the Hudson, or North river, 160 miles north from New 
York, and the river admits of sloop navigation between these 
two cities. It consists of about three hundred houses, 
chiefly in the gothic style, the gable ends to the street. 
There is an ancient Dutch church of stone, a Congregational 
church, and a decent edifice called City Hall, which accom- 
modates occasionally their general assembly and courts of 
justice. The hospital was erected during the last French 
war, it is situated on an eminence overlooking the city. It 
is two stories high, having a wing at each end and a piazza 
in front above and below. It contains forty wards, capable 
of accommodating five hundred patients, besides the rooms 
appropriated to the use of surgeons and other officers, 
stores, &c. 

Our army under General Schuyler have left their unim- 
portant station at Fort Edward, and having made a stand 
for a few days at Saratoga, they fell back to Stillwater, 
twenty-five miles above Albany, where they have taken 
their station, and are daily receiving reenforcemebts of 
militia and some continental troops. On the retreat of 
our army from Fort Edward, Major Hull commanded 
the rear guard, and being two miles in the rear was 
attacked by a large bod^ of the enemy, and after a 
severe contest, in which he lost thirty or forty of his 
men, he was compelled to retreat. He received the 
thanks of General Schuyler for his brave and judicious 
conduct. General Burgoyne we learn, is extremely em- 
barraiised, and his march greatly impeded by the obstruc- 
tions in the roads effected by order of General Schuyler ; 
he has at length however, surmounted numerous difficulties, 
and reached the vicinity of Saratoga. Finding himself in 
want of provisions, horses to mount his cavalry, and teams 
to transport his st6res and baggage, be resorted to one of 
the most chimerical and romantic projects that could enter 
the imagination of man. Being informed that a large quan- 
tity of stores, com, cattle, &c. were deposited at Benning- 
ton, in the New Hampshire grants, he planned an expedition 
for the purpose of possessing himself of this treasure. Pre- 
suming, probably, ttiat his late success and his manifesto had 
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produced such wouderfal effects, that no more oppositioa 
trould be made to his prepress in the country ; he des* 
patched Colonel Baum, a German officer, with a party of 
five hundred Hessians and tories, and one hundred IndianS) 
with two field pieces. The Colonel was furnished with the 
following curious instructions, which fell into the hands of 
General Stark. ^^ To proceed through the JWto Hampshire 
Crfofito, crose the moufUainiy scour the country^ iriih Btter^s 
corpsy (tories) and the Indiams, from Rockingham to Otter 
creek, to get horses^ eoffiageSf and «attb, and mount RddesePs 
regiment of dragoons ; to go down Connedicut rufer as far as 
Brattkborough^ and retua/% by the great road to ^Albanyj there 
to meet General Burgoyne ; to endeofsor to mate the country 
beliepe it teas the advanced body of the GeneraPs army uho was 
to cross Connecticut mer and proceed to Boston ; md that at 
SpringfiM they were to be joined by the troops from Rhode 
hland. ^Sll officers, cmi and military, acting under the Con- 
gretSy were to be made prisoners. To tax ^ towns where they 
halted, with such articles as they wanted, and take hostages for 
the performance, 4r<^» You are to bring all horses fit to mount 
One dragoons or to serve as battalion horses for the troops, with as 
many saddles and bridles as can be found. The number of 
horses requisite, besides Aose for the dragoons ought to be l&tr- 
teen hundred ; if you can bring more so much the better. The 
horses must be tied in strings of ten each, in order that one man 
m4sy lead ten horses.^^ This redoubtable commander surely 
must be one of the happiest men of the age, to imagine that 
such prodigious achievements were at lus command ; that 
such invaluable resources were within his grasp. But, 
alas ! the wisest of men are liable to disappointment in their 
sangume calculations, and to have their favorite projects 
frustrated by the casualties of war. This is remarkably 
verified in the present instance* Preceded by the manifesto, 
and having his commission in his pocket. Colonel Baum 
marched, on the 14th of August, at the head of his command, 
to execute the orders of his general ; he proceeded about 
twelve or thirteen miles, where he halted and secured him- 
self by tntrenchments. It was a Providential circumstance, 
that General Stark was at or near Bennington, with about 
eight hundred New England militia, part of whom being 
from the New Hampshire Grants, are called Green Moun- 
tam boys. He advanced towards the enemy to reconnoitre 
their position, and some skirmishing ensul^d, in which thirty 
of them, with two Indian chiefs were killed and woanded, 
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with little loM on our side. Colonel Baum, alarmed at his 
situation, despatched a messenger to Bnrgoyne for a reen- 
forcement. The 16th being a very rahiy day, there was 
only some skirmishing in small parties. On the 16th, Gen* 
eral Stark, assisted by Colonel i¥amer, mature^ his arrange- 
ments for battle ; he divided his troops into three divisions, 
and ordered Colonel Nichds, with two hundred and fifty 
men, to gam the rear of the left wing of flie enemy, and 
Colonel Hendrick the rear of their ririit wing, with three 
hundred men, while he attacked their front. The Indians, 
alarmed at the appearance of being surrounded, endeavored 
to make their escape in a single file between the two par- 
ties, with their horrid yells and the jingling of cow bells. 
The flanking parties approaching each other in their rear, 
and General Stark, making a b^d and furious onset in front, 
a general and close conflict ensued, and continued with more 
or less severity for about two hours. Though Colonel Baum 
had nearly twice their numbers, and was defended by breast 
works, the force opposed to them proved irresistible, forcing 
their breast works at the muzzles of their guns, and obliging 
them to ground their arms and surrender at discretion, so 
d that the victory on our part was complete. We took two 

pieces of brass cannon, and a number of prisoners, with 
baggage, &c. This was no sooner accomplished, than Colo- 
nel Breyman, with one thousand German troops, arrived 
with.two field pieces, to reenforce Colonel Baum, who had 
just been defeated. General Stark's troops were now scat- 
tered^ some attending the wounded, some guarding the pris- 
oners, and still more in pursuit of plunder ; and all exhaust- 
ed by extreme hunger and fatigue. At this critical moment, 
Colonel Warner's regiment arrived, and the other troops 
being rallied, die whole were ordered to advance. A field 
piece had been taken from Baum m the forenoon, and Stark 
ordered it to be drawn to the scene of action, but his men 
havmg never seen a cannon, knew not how to load it, the 
general dismounted and taught them by loading it himself, 
an action soon commenced, and proved warm and desperate, 
in whieh both sides displayed the most daring bravery, till 
night approached, when the enemy yielded a second time in 
one day, to their Yankee conquerors. The German troops 
being tetally routed, availed themselves of the darkness of 
night to effect their retreat. The whole number of killed, 
wounded and prisoners, was nine hundred and thirty-four, 
including one hundred and fifty-seven tories ; of this number. 
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six hundred and fifty-four are prisoners* Colonel Baum 
received a mortal wound, of which he soon after died. Be- 
sides the above, one thousand stand of arms, four brass field 

Cieces, two hundred and fifty dragoon swords, eight loads of 
aggage, and twenty horses, fell mto our hands. The loss 
on our side, is not more than one hundred in the whole. 
The officers and men engaged in this splendid enterprise 
merit all the praise which a grateful country can be- 
stow ; they fought disciplined troops completely accoutred, 
while they wielded their ordinary firelocks with scarce a 
bayonet, and at first without cannon. The consequences 
« must be most auspicious as respects our affaips m the 
northern department. Burgoyne must feel the clipping 
of another wing, and it must diminish his confidence in 
his successful career. The event will also be productive 
^ of the happiest effects on the spirits of our militia, by in- 

* creasing their confidence in their own prowess. The fol- 

lowing anecdote deserves to be noticed for the honor of the 
person who is the subject of it, though his name has not 
been ascertamed. A venerable old man had five sons in the 
field of battle near Bennii^on, and being told that he had 
been unfortunate in one of his sons, replied, What, has he 
misbehaved, did he desert his post, or shrink from the 
charge ? No, sir, says the informant, worse than that, he is 
among the slain, he fell contending mightily in the cause. 
Then I am satisfied, replied the good old man ; bring him in, 
and lay him before me, that I may behold and survey the 
darling of my soul. On which the corpse was brought in and 
laid before him. He then called for a bowl of water and a 
napkin, and with his own hands washed the gore and dirt 
from his son's corpse, and wiped his ga]>ing wounds, with a 
complacency, as ne himself expressed it, which before he 
had never felt or experienced. 

Major General Horatio Gates has superseded General 
Schuyler as commander in chief of the northern department, 
and has passed through this city on his way to Stillwater. 
This appointment will be very satisfactory to our army, as 
General Gates has the respect and confidence of the New 
England troops. 

Mlbanyy September 2d. — General Gates has issued a pro- 
clamation to counteract any influence which Burgoyne's san- 
guinary manifesto might have produced, interdicting all com- 
munication with the royal army, and endeavoring to calm the 
. fears of the inhabitants, by promising them all the protection 
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in his power. Bargqrne's manifesto, however, denouncing 
fire and sword, instead of alarming into submission, excites 
universal indignation and contempt ; instead of conciliating, 
and increasing the number of his friends, serves only to ex- 
asperate and augment our means of resistance and opposi- 
tion to his views. It was not long indeed before some inno- 
cent persons were made victims of savage barbarity, by 
means of the tomahawk and scalping knife, in the hands of 
the barbarians under his command. Among the first of these 
victims, was Miss Jenny McCrea, who was murdered in a 
manner extremely shocking to the feelings of humanity. 
The father of Miss McCrea was friendly towards the royal- 
ists, and the young lady was engaged to marry a refugee 
officer in Burgoyne's army, by the name of Jones, and wait- 
ed his arrival in order to have the marriage consummated. 
When our army retreated from Fort Edward, Miss McCrea 
Jiad the indiscretion to remain behind, probably with the 
expectation of meeting her lover. The Indians, however, 
soon Biade her their prisoner, and on their return towards 
Burgoyne'a camp, a 4]uarrel arose to decide who should hold 
possession of the fair prize.* During the controversy, one 
of the monsters strucK his tomahawk mto her skull, and 
immediately stripped o£r her scalp. 

General Gates complains to General Burgoyne of this and 
other outrages in the following words. '^ A young lady, Miss 
McCrea, lovely to the sight, of virtuous character and ami 
able disposition, engaged to be married to an ofiicer in your 
army, was, with other women and children, taken out of a 
house near Fort Edward, carried into the woods, and there 
scalped and mangled in a most shocking manner. Two 
parents with their six children, were all treated with the 
same inhumanity, while quietly residing in their own happy 
and peaceful dwellings. The miserable fate of Miss Mc 
Crea was peculiarly aggravated by her being dressed to 
receive her promised husband — ^but met her murderer, em- 
ployed by you. Upwards of one hundred men, women and 
children, have perished by the hands of ruffians, to whom it 
is asserted you have paid the price of blood." This appears 
since to be rather an exa^erated charge. In General Bur- 
goyne's reply, he says, ^^The fact was no premeditated 

* It hu frequmtly been ueerted tbmt Mr. Jones, the promised husband, offered 
the Indians a barrel of nun if they would bring Miss McCrea to his quarters, and 
that the rum was the source of the quarrel between the two Indians, and the cause 
of her death. 
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barbarity, on the contrarjr, two chiefs who had brought Miss 
McCrea off, for the purpose of security, not of riolence to 
her person, disputed wUch should be her guard, and in a fit 
of savaee passion, in the one from whose hands she was 
snatched, the unhappy woman became the victim.'' He ex- 
presses sorrow and regret for the tragic scenes, and furflier 
states that he obliged the Indians to give up the murderer 
into his hands, and he certainly should have suffered an igno- 
minious death, had he not been convinced that a pardon on 
his terms would be more effieacious than an execution, to 
prevent further miscluef. That he paid for scalps he de- 
nies ; but the Indians were to receive compensation for 
prisoners. This cruel conduet of the rc^alists is contem- 
plated with horror and detestaticm by all ranks of people, 
except their friends sund adherents. It is impossible not tp 
detest that cause and that army which accepts the aid of 
"^ savage auxiliaries, and encourages them in inhuman slaugh- 
ter and bloodshed. This measure was certainly counten- 
anced and recommended by his Majesty and his mimsters, 
and General Burgoyne acknowledges that he allowed the 
Indians to take the scalps of the dead. It must be painful 
for the impartial historian to record, and it will require the 
strongest faith of the reader in future ages to credit, the 
disgraceful story, that Britons, who pride themselves on their 
civility, and humanity, employed the wild savages of the 
wilderness in a war against a people united to them by the 
ties of consanguinity. That age, and the helpless invalid, 
women, and children at the breast, are all alike subjected to 
the merciless fury of barbarians. That British generals should 
be so regardless of the dignity of their station, and the voice 
of humanity, as to receive from the hands of these fero- 
cious wretches the scalps torn from the skulls of innocent 
persons ! 

ISth. — There is a constant intercourse k^t up between 
this city and our army near Stillwater, by which we are 
regularly apprised of daily occurrences. It is now ascer- 
tained that feurgoyne has crossed the Hudson, and encamped 
at Saratoga, about thirty-six miles above Albany. 

17t&.— General Grates, reposing full confidence in the 
courage and strength of his arnqr, seems to have determined 
to march and confront his formidable enemy, and endeavor to 
force him and his troops back to Canada, which, in his orders, 
issued to inspire his troops with ardor, he says, ^^ has been 
successfully begun by General Stark and Colonel Warner at 
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th^ eastward ; aad by Geoeral Herldiiier and Colonei Cran* 
sevort at the westward ; and caimot, with the blessing of 
Heaven, fail to be equally prosperous in the hands of the 
generals smd soldiers appointed to face the enemy's main 
army at the northward. If the murder of aged parents^ 
with their innocent children ; if mangling the blooming vir- 
ion, and inoffensive youth, are inducements to revenge — if 
the righteous cause of freedom, and the happiness of poster- 
ity, are motives to stimulate to conquer their mercenary and 
merciless foes, the time is now come, when they are called 
on by their country, by their general, and by every thii^ 
divine and human, to vanquish the foe." 

18<fc, and \9th, — Our army is advancing towards the enemy 
in three coluipus, under Generals Lincdn and Arnold, Gen- 
eral Gates in the centre. A terrible conflict is daily ex* 
pected, both parties appear to be determined to commence 
the work of destruction. 

BOth. — By express arrived in this city last night, it i» 
announced that the two armies fought in the field, yesterday, 
a very sanguinary battle, the particulars of which are not 
fully understood ; but it is reported that from the closeness 
and obstinacy of the combat, the carnage on both sides was 
prodigious. It is with inexpressible satisfaction that we 
learn our troops behaved with that undaunted bravery which 
has secured to them the victory, and were it not for the 
darkness of the evening when the battle closed, it would 
have been more complete. 

21«f, and iMd.-^A considerable number of officers and 
soldiers who were wounded in the late battle, have been 
brought here to be accommodated in our hospital, or in pri- 
vate houses in this city. Several of these unfortunate out 
brave men have received wounds of a very formidable and 
dangerous nature, and many of them must be subjected to 
capital operations, 

2Sd. — From the officers who were engaged in the battle, 
I have obtained the following particulars. Our army under 
the command of General Gates, was stationed in the vicinity 
of Stillwater, when they advanced towards the enemy and 
offered them battle. Colonel Morgan's regiment of rifle- 
men, and Major Dearborn's li(^t infantry, being in front, 
received the first fire about noon, on the 19th instant. Gen- 
eral Bui^oytie was at the head of his army, and Generate 
Phillips, Reidesel and Fraxer, with their respective com- 
mands, were actively ei^;aged. At about three o'clock, 
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both armies being formed in a line of battle, the action be- 
came general, and the combatants on both sides evinced that 
ardor and gallantry which shows a determination to conquer 
or die. The firing for about three hours was incessant, with 
continued tremendous roar and blaze, filling the field with car- 
nage and death. Few battles have been more obstinate and 
unyielding — at one point the British are overpowered ; but be- 
ing reenforced, the Americans are baffled ; these, being sup- 
ported and renewing their efforts, regain their advantages ; 
the same ground is occupied alternately, the dead and 
wounded of both parties are mingled together. The British 
resort repeatedly to their bayonets without effect — the 
Americans resist and foil their attempts. Captain Jones, of 
the British artillery, had the command of four pieces of 
cannon, which he conducted with great skill and valor till he 
fell, and thirty-six out of forty -eight of his artillery men were 
killed or wounded ; his cannon were repeatedly taken and 
retaken, but finally remained with the enemy for the want of 
horses to bring them off. During the engagement, a number 
of our soldiers placed themselves in the boughs of high trees, 
in the rear and flanks, and took every opportunity of destroy- 
ing the British officers by smgle shot ; in one instance, Gen- 
eral Buk*goyne was the object, but the aid de camp of Gen- 
eral Phillips received the ball through his arm while deliv- 
ering a message to Burgoyne ; the mistake, it is said, was 
occasioned by having his saddle furnished with rich lace, and 
was supposed by the marksman, to be the British com- 
mander. In the dusk of evening the battle terminiated, the 
British in one quarter silently retreating, the' Americans ia 
another give way and quit the long contested field. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Brooks, with the eighth Massachusetts regi- 
ment, remained in the field till about eleven o'clock, and 
was the last who retired. Major Hull commanded a detach- 
ment of three hundred men, who fought with such signal 
ardor, that more than half of them were killed or wounded. 
The whole number of Americans engaged in this action, was 
about two thousand five hundred ; the remainder of the 
army, from its unfavorable situation, took little or no part in 
the action. The British have suffered a loss, as is supposed, 
of more than five hundred in killed, wounded, and prisoner*. 
On the side of the Americans, sixty-four were killed, two 
hundred and seventeen wounded, and thirty-eight missing. 
Among the killed, are Colonels Adams and Colbum, two 
valuable officers, much regretted. The victory on this 
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importent occasion is claimed by the enemy, but the advan^ 
tages are most decidedly on the side of the Americans ; 
they were the assailants — they held their ground during the 
day, and at the close retired to their encampment without 
being pursued. The royal army lay all the ensuing night on 
their arms at some distance from the field of battle. 

24/&. — General Lincoln having the command of a body of 
New England militia, detached Colonel Brown with five 
hundred men to the landing at Lake George, about three 
miles from Ticonderc^a, and more than forty miles in the 
rear of the British army. Two other detachments were 
sent towards Mount Independence, Fort Ann and Fort Ed- 
ward. These expeditions being faithfully executed, were 
attended with complete success. Colonel Brown had the 
address to surprise all the outposts in the vicinity of Ticon- 
deroga, and took immediate possession of Mount Defiance, 
Mount Hope, and a block house, with two hundred batteaux, 
an armed sloop, and several gun boats, about three hundred 
prisoners, with their small arms, and released one hundred 
American prisoners from their confinement. 

Albany^ October Ist. — The situation of the royal army 
under Burgoyne, is now considered extremely precarious ; 
his march to Albany is deemed absolutely impracticable, and 
a retreat to Canada must be attended with insurmountable 
diflSculties and dangers. It is well understood, that he cal- 
culates on the cooperation of Sir Henry Clinton, by sending, 
from New York, a force up the North river to endeavor to 
effect a passage to Albany, or at least, to occasion such 
alarm, as to draw off a part of General Gates' army from 
before him. Messengers or persons in the character of spies, 
are frequently suspected of passing from one British com- 
mander to the other. A man, by name Nathan Palmer, was, 
a few days since, seized in General Putnam's camp, at 
Peekskill, under suspicious circumstances, and on trial was 
found to be a lieutenant in the tory new levies, and he was 
executed as a spy.* 

* Oovernor TWon, oonunander of the tory new levieg, addresMd General Pat- 
nam, reeUiminf Palmer as a Britiih officer, and threatened vengeance in caae he 
shoald be ezecated. This drew from him the following laconic replj. 

** Sis— Nathan Palmer, a lieutenant in your king's service, was taken in my 
camp as a spy,— 4ie was tried as a s py, h e was condemned as a spy,— «]id yotf 

may rest assured, sir, that he shall be hanged as a 9y. 

I hare the honor to be, Ste, ISRAEL PlTTNAJl/r. 

To his Excellency Oovernor Tryon. 

P.& 4fUmoon.'^B» is hanged.*' 

13 
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Aik.'^Bj intelligence from caitip, it appears, that Bur- 
goyne has thrown up a line of entrenchments in front of his 
camp, and is making erery possible effort to strengUien his 
position and prepare for another conflict. The Canadians 
and his savage allies being greatly dissatisfied and discou* 
raged, hare deserted his standard since the last battle. 
The advantages obtained over the enemy on this occasion, 
excites the greatest exultation and rejoicing throughout our 
army and countir. It is mdeed a remarkable fact, which 
must animate the heart of every friend to the cause of 
America, that our troops, so little accustomed to encounter 
the prowess pf European veterans, and the peculiar warfare 
of the savages, should face these enemies with such undaunt* 
ed courage and intrepidity. Sanguine hopes are now enter- 
tained, that we shall, by the help of Providence, be finally 
enabled to destroy or capture the whole British army. Our 
troops are panting for another opportunity of displaying their 
valor, and another dreadful conflict is daUy expected ; alter- 
nate hopes and fears continually agitate our mmds and create 
the greatest anxiety and solicitude. What can excite ideas 
more noble and sublime, than impending military events, on 
which depend the destiny of a naticm ? 

6th, — An express passed through this city, on his way to 
General Gates's head quarters, with the information, that a 
detachment of troops from New York, supposed to be about 
four thousand, under command of Sir Henry Clinton, and 
General Yaughan, have undertaken an expedition up the 
North river. Their object undoubtedly is, to possess them* 
selves of Fort Montgomery, and Fort Clinton, in the High 
Lands, and to make a diversion in favor of Burgoyne. Gen< 
eral Putnam was stationed at Peekskill with a small force, 
but being totally unable to cope with the enemy, has retired 
to some distance. Should this eiipeditiop be crowned with 
success, it will be in the power of Sir Henry Clinton, to 
convey his army to this city, and even to our camp at Still* 
water, which will place our army between two fires. 
Should General Gates detach a part of his troops to oppose 
the march of Genera] Clinton, it will liberate Burgoyne, 
and be would probably force his way to this city. In either 
event, the consequences must be exceedingly disastrous to 
our country. We tremble with apprehension. 

8th, — ^The anticipated important intelligence has just 
reached us, that a most severe engagement took place yes- 
terday, between the two armies, at a place between Still- 
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water and Saratoga, called Bemis' Heights. It is supposed 
lo have been the hardest fought battle, and the most honor* 
able to our army, of any since the commencement of hostil*- 
ities. The enemy was completely repulsed in every quar- 
ter, and his defeat was attended witn irreparable loss of 
officers, men, artillery, tents, and bag^a^e. Our officers 
and men acquired the highest honor, they fought like heroes, 
and their loss is very inconsiderable. General Arnold has 
received a wound in his leg. I am impatient to receive the 
particular details of this capital event. 

9th and lOth. — I am fortunate enough to obtain from our 
officers, a particular account of the glorious event of the 7th 
instant. The advanced parties of the two armies came 
into contact, about three o'clock on Tuesday afternoon, and 
immediately displayed their hostile attitude. The Ameri- 
cans soon approached the royal army, and each party in 
defiance awaited the deadly blow. The gallant Colonel 
Morgan, at tlie head of his famous rifle corps, and Major 
Dearborn, leading a detachment of infantry, commenced the 
action, and rushed courageously on the British grenadiers, 
commanded by Major AcUand ; and the furious attack was 
most firmly resisted. In all parts of the field, the conflict 
became extremely arduous and obstinate ; an unconquerable 
BDirit on each side disdaining to yield the palm of victory. 
Death appeared to have lost his terrors ; breaches in the 
ranks were no sooner made than supplied by fresh combat- 
ants awaiting a aimilar fate. At length the Americans press 
/orward witii renewed strength and ardor, and compel the 
whole British line, commanded by Burgoyne himself, to yield 
to their deadly fire, and they retreat in disorder. The Ger- 
man troops remain firmly posted at their lines ; these were 
now boldly assaulted by Brigadier Greneral Larned, and 
Lieutenant Cdonel Brooks, at the head of their respective 
commands, with such intrepidity, that the works were carri- 
ed, and their brave commander. Lieutenant Colonel Brey- 
man was slam. The Germans were pursued to their en- 
campment, whi<A, with all the equipage of the brigade, fell 
into our hands. Colonel Cilley, of General Poor's brigade, 
bavn^ acquitted himself honorably, was seen astride on a 
brass field piece, exulting in the capture. Major Hull, of the 
Massachusetts line, was among those who so bravely stormed 
the enemy's entrenchments, and acted a conspicuous part. 
General Amdd, in consequence of a serious misunderstand- 
ing with General Gates, was not vested with any command. 
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by which he was exceedingly chagrmed and irritated. He 
entered the field, however, and his condnct was marked with 
intemperate rashness ; flourishing his sword and animating 
the troops, he struck an officer on the head without cause, 
and gave him a considerable wound. In the heat of the 
action, when our troops were gaining advantage, he ordered 
Lieutenant Colonel Brooks, at the head of his regiment, to 
force the German lines, which was instantly obeyed, and 
they boldly entered at the sally port together, where Arnold 
received a wound in his leg, and his horse was killed under 
him. Nightfall put a stop to our brilliant career, though the 
victory is most decisive, and it is with pride and exultation 
that we recount the triumph of American bravery. Besides 
Lieutenant Colonel Breyman slain. General Frazer, one of 
the most valuable officers in the British service, was mor- 
tally wounded, and survived but a few hours.* Sir Francis 
Clark, aid de camp to General Bureqjrne, was brought into 
our camp with a mortal wound, and Major Ackland, who com« 
manded the British grenadiers, was wounded through both 
legs, and is our prisoner. Several other officers, and about 
two hundred privates are prisoners in our hands, with nme 
pieces of cannon and a considerable quantity of ammunition, 
which was much wanted for our troops. The loss on our 
side is supposed not to exceed thirty killed, and one hundred 
wounded, in obtaining this signal victory. 

lUh. — ^The night after the battle, Burgoyne silently 
moved from his position, and on the 8th, there was consider- 
able skirmishing through the day, with some loss on both 
sides. We have to lament the misfortune of Major Gen- 
eral Lincoln, who, while reconnoitring the enemy, ad- 
vanced so near, that a whole volley of musketry was dis- 
charged at him, and he received a dangerous wound in his 
leg. It is reported, that the day after the battle, upwards 
of one hundred of the enemy's dead were found uidburied in 
•the field. General Gates having detached a body of troops 
to get into the rear of the British army, Burgoyne took tne 
alarm, and resolved to retreat immediately to Saratoga ; 

* The death of Ckseral IVaser, from Prolb«nr Stlliiiiaii'e TriTelf . « In tlie 
ftetion of 7th October, 1777, Frazer was the aoul of the Britiih armj, and was joat 
chancing the dicpodtion of a part of the troope to repel a etron^ imprenion which 
.jkhe Americana had made, and were still making, on the British right, when Morgan 
called together two or three of his b^t marksmen, and pointing to Eraser, said, 
' Do you see that gallant oiBcer 1 that is General Fraser,— I reepect and honor 
|iim ; hot it is necessary he shoald die.' This was enough. Frazer immedl 
recsired his mortal wound and was carri^ off the fiekU" S«e the Appendn* 
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accordingly in the night of the 9th instant, he silently moved 
off, leaving in our possession his hospital, containing three 
l^uudred sick and wounded, with medicinal stores, and two 
hundred barrels of flour, &c. It is a fact, both unaccounta- 
ble and disgraceful that on their retreat they committed 
the most wanton devastations, burning and destroying almost 
every house within their reach ; the elegant and valuable 
country seat of General Schnyler, near Saratoga, did not 
escape their fury. The situation of the royal army is now 
extremely deplorable, and there is scarcely a possibility of 
their final escape. General Gates has so arranged his forces 
as to cut off their retreat, and is endeavoring to surround 
Ihem on every quarter. May the Almighty Ruler grant 
that our efforts may be crowned with still more glorioinr 
success. 

I2th, — ^The wounded officers and soldiers of our army, and 
those of the enemy who have fallen into our hands, are 
crowding into our hospital, and require our constant atten- 
tion. The last night I watched with the celebrated General 
Arnold, whose leg was badly fractured by a musket ball 
-while in the engaeement with the enemy on the 7th instant. 
He is very peevisn and impatient under his misfortunes, and 
required all my attention during the night, but I devoted an 
hour in writing a letter to a friend in Boston detailing the 
particulars of the late battle. 

In the severe battle of the 7th, General Burgoyne him- 
<Belf, it is now ascertained, had a hair breadth escape, having 
<Hie bullet pass through his hat and another tore his waist- 
coat.* 



* Th« following oneodote ahowt the immineiit danger to which a part of Oeaeral 
Cktee*e annj waa at one time eipooed. General Gates had received what he aop- 
poaed to he certain intelligence that the main bodj of Burgoyne's army had mardied 
off for Fort Edward, and that a rear jniard only was left in the camp, who after a 
while were to push off as fast as possmle, leaving the heavy bagga«e hehind. On 
this it was c(»cluded to advance and attack the camp in half an hour. General 
Nixon's heinjE the eldest brigade, crowed the Saratoga Creek first : unknown to the 
Americans, Borgoyne had a line formed behind a parcel of brushwood to support the 
post of artillery where the attack was to be miade. General Glover, with his 
brigade, was on the point of following Nixon. Just as he entered the water, he 
saw a British soldier crossing, whom he called and examined. This soldier was a 
4eserter, and communicated the very important fact, that the whole British army 
was now encamped behind a thick brushwood, which concealed them from oar 
view. Nixon was immediately stopped, and the intelligence being communicated 
to General Gates, the order for attack was instant! v countermandeo, and the troops 
ordered to return ; but before they could recross the creek, the enemy's artillery 
(^»ened on their rear, and eome loss was sostained. This was a most critical situa- 
tion, and but for the fortunate arrival of the deserter, the two brigades must have been 
destroyed, and probably such favorable turn of aiiktrs effected, as to enable Bwgoyno 
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We have the most flattering accounts from camp. Ovr 
army is now posted within piusket shot of the enemy at 
Saratoga) and are forimng a circle round them, some 
akirmishing takes place every day, in which we have taken 
one hundred and twenty prisoners, and have received one 
hundred and sixty deserters. A party of our men have 
taken fifty batteaux loaded with provisions, stores, and med- 
icines, among which are one thousaud barrels of pork and 
beef. This must be to the enemy an irreparable loss, and a 
blow which must hasten the destruction or surrender of their 
whole army. 

14^. — We have now a confirmation of the intelligence 
that Sir Henry Clinton and General Yaughan have poshed 
up the North nver, and made a successful attack on our 
forts at the Highlands. Fort Montgomery and Fort Clinton, 
are near each other, on the western bank of the Hudson. 
They have been considered of great importance as defensive 
posts, against the passage of the enemy up the river. Ln 
addition to these forts, a strong boom, and an iron chain of 
immense size, were stretched across the river, and a frigate 
and two gallies were stationed above them. By these means 
it was always supposed that the position was invulnerable, 

Erovided a proper number of troops were posted in the forts ; 
ut it unfortunately happened that most of the continental 
troops were necessarily called off to join General Gates's 
sirmy. The forts were defended by Governor George Clin- 
ton, and his brother, General James Clinton, of New York, 
having about six hundred militia men, a force greatly inade- 
quate to the defence of the works. The enemy came up 
the river, landed, and appeared unexpectedly, and demanded 
a surrender of the forts, which beiog resolutely refused, 
were taken by assault, though not without a firm and brave 
resistance. General James Clinton received a bayonet 
wound in his thigh, but he and the Grovemor, with a part of 
the garrison, made their escape, leaving about two hundred 
and fifty men killed, wounded, and prisoners. The enemy 
suffered a severe loss of three field officers killed, and their 
dead and wounded is estimated at about three hundred. 
Genera] Putnam, who commanded at Peekskill, m the vi- 



to progroM in his route to Albany, or t Mfe rotreat into CanuUu In bis namttire of 
the expedition under his command, Bar|oyBe laments the accident which occasion- 
ed the failure of his stratagem, as one of the most adverse strokes of fortune durinr 
the csmpaign. But Amencans ooght neTsr to fivget the remarkable providential 
esci^e. 
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cinity , havii^ a unall force only to guard the deposit of stores, 
was obliged to retire, and tbe barracks, stores, and provi- 
sions, to a very considerable amount, fell into the hands of 
the enemy and were destroyed. With wanton cruelty they 
set fire to the houses and buildings of every description, 
and spread ruin and devastation to the extent of their pow- 
er. To consummate their destructive scheme. General 
Yaughan destroyed by conflagration, the beautiful town of 
Esopus, with the church, and every other building it con- 
tained. Thus we esperience the horrid effects of malice 
and revenge ; where they cannot conquer, they wantonly 
exterminate and destroy. They are well apprised of the 
disastrous and desperate situation of their boastful General 
Burgoyne, and if ihey dare not march to his relief, they can 
cowardly retaliate by ccmflagration with impunity. It is the 
prevalent opinion here, that by taking advantage of wind and 
tide, it is in the power of Sir Henry Clinton to convey his 
forces to this city within the n>ace of five or six hours, and 
having arrived here, a marcn of about twenty miles wOl 
cariT him without opposition to Stillwater, which must 
iivolve Greneral Gates m inexpressible embarrassment and 
difficulty, by placing him between two armies, and thereby 
extricatins Burgoyne from his perilous situation. We have 
been trenwiing alive to this menacing prospect, but our fears 
are in a measure allayed by the following singular incident. 
After the capture of Fort Montgomery, Sir Henry Clinton 
despatched a messenger by the name of Daniel Taylor, to 
Burgoyne with the intelligence ; fortunately he was taken 
on his way a& a spy, and nndii^ himself in danger, he was 
seen to turn aside and take something from his pocket and 
swallow it. General George Clinton, into whose hands he 
had fallen, ordered a severe dose of emetic tartar to be 
administered ; this produced the happiest effect as respects 
the prescriber; but it proved fatal to the patient. He 
discharged a small silver bullet, which being unscrewed, was 
found to enclose a letter from Sir Henry Clinton to Bur- 
goyne. ^^ Out of thine own mouth thou shalt be condemn- 
ed." The spy was tried, convicted and executed. The 
following is IR exact copy of tbe letter inclosed. 

Fort MofUgomery^ October 8<&, 1777. 
Nous voiei<.*-aiid nothing between us but Oates. 1 sincerely 
hope this littk success of ours may facilitate your operations. 
In answer to your letter of the 28th of September by C. C. 
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I shall onlf say, I cannot presume to order, or even advise, 
for reasons obvious. I heartily wish you success. 

Faithfully yours, 

H. CLINTON. 
To General Burgayne. 

14/&. — ^An express from camp. Burgoyne has this day 
made proposals to General Gates to enter into a treaty for 
the surrender of his army. He desires a cessation of arms 
till the preliminary terms can be settled, to which General 
Gates has assented. The glorious event is about to be con- 
summated. 

15<A, and I6tk, — Burgoyne's message to General Gates 
by the hands of Major Kingston is as follows. 

October 14A, 1777. 

^' After having fought you twice, Lieutenant General Bur^ 
goyne has waited some days, in his present position, deter* 
mined to try a third conflict against any force you could 
bring to attack him. 

^^ He is apprised of the superiority of your numbers, and 
the disposition of your troops to impede his supplies and ren- 
der his retreat a scene of camaee on both sides. In this 
situation he is impelled by humanity, and thinks himself justi* 
fied by established prinpiples and precedents of state and of 
war, to s^are the lives of brave men on honorable terms : 
should Major General Gates be inclined to treat on this idea. 
General Burgoyne would propose a cessation of arms during 
the time necessary to communicate the preliminary terms, 
by which in any extremity, he, and his army, mean to abide." 

A convention was in consequence opened, and two days 
were spent in a discussion and interchange of articles be-* 
tween tne two commanders. It was agreed that the articles 
should be mutually signed and exchanged tomorrow morning 
the 17th instant, at 9 o'clock ; and the troops under Lieu- 
tenant General Burgoyne are to march out of their intrench- 
ments at 3 o'clock in the afternoon. 

The substance of the treaty is, that the troops under the 
command of General Burgoyne shall march out of their 
camp with the honors of war, and their field artillery, to the 
place assigned, where their arms and artillery shall be piled 
at the command of their own officers. 
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Th^t the troops be allowed to retErn to England, on con- 
dition that they shall not serve again in America during the 
present war. That the officers be allowed to wear their 
side arms and be treated according to their rank. That the ' 
European troops march immediately for Boston, to be in 
readiness to embark when transports shall be sent for them, 
and that the Canadians be permitted to return home imme- 
diately, on the sole condition of their not arming again against 
the United States. 

I8ih, — ^At the appointed hour yesterday morning the Ame- 
ricans marched into the lines of the British to the tune of 
Yankee Doodle, where they continued till the royal army 
had marched to the place appointed and deposited their arms 
according to the treaty. 

It is a circumstance characteristic of the amiable and 
benevolent disposition of General Gates, that, unwilling to 
a^ravate the painful feelings of the royal troops, he would 
not permit the American soldiery to witness tne degrading 
act of pilmg their arms. This instance of delicacy and po- 
liteness, at the moment of triumph, towards an enemy who 
had committed the most unprecedented outrages, is a mark 
of true magnanimity, and deserves the highest praise, though 
it deprives our army of the satisfaction to which they are 
justly entitled. 

The preliminaries having been i^cceded to by the two 
commanders. Lieutenant Colonel Wilkinson, Deputy Adjutant 
General, and Brigadier General Whipple, of the militia, cm 
our part, and Lieutenant Colonel Sutherland, Major Kings- 
ton, and Captain Craig, on the part of the British, were 
appointed to stipulate and arrange the particular articles of 
capitulation.* So very tenacious were the British of the 

* An interMtiag narrttire of the fint interView between Oeneral Gatei and 
the captured officer*, ia thus civen by Adjutant General WUkinaon. ** Oeneral 
Bnr^yne propoaed to be introauced to General Gates, and we crosaed the Flahkill, 
•ad proceeidea to head qnarten on horseback. General Bur^yne in front, with his 
ad^tant gentfal, Kingston, and his aids de camp. Captain Lord Peter^^am and 
Lieutenant Wilford, behind him ; then followed lili^or General Phillips, the Baron 
Beidasel, and the oth<ur general officers and their suites according to rank. General 
Gates, advised of Burgojrne's approach, met him at the head of his camp, Bur- 
goyne iu a rich roval unifiMm, and Gates in a plain blue frock. When they ap- 
proached nearly within sword's length, they reined up and halted. I then named 
the gentlemen, and General Burgoyne, raising his hnt most graceAilly, said, * The 
fortune of war. General Gates, nas made me your nrisoner.' To which the cor- 
qneror, returning a courtly salute, promptly repliea, * I shall always be ready to 
bear testimony, Vku it has not been tnrough any fiuilt of your EzcellencT.' M^r 
General Philhps then advanoed, and hd uui General Gates saluted and shook hands 
with the fitmiliarity of old acquaintances. The Boron Reidesel and otbsr officei^, 
were introduced in their turn." 
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irifial peoiti of nafiterj hoMir, ttat, after Ikejr lad rigned 
(be ^< treaty of apidibiluMi,'' as it was termed, they required 
that the tera shoald be altered to *^ treaty of €am>€tUkmy^ 
m which they were mdulged by General GAtes, as being of 
little eoDsequence on our part. Dnrii^ the pending n^;o- 
tiation, sereral hundred of the New York militia, whose 
term of service had expired, marched off the gromd without 
permbsion from General Gates ; and the same night Bur- 
coyne received intelligence by a spy, that Sir H. Clinton, 
having taken Fort Montgomety, would attempt to force his 
wav to Albany. Thou^ the articles of convention were 
fully adjufted, ligned, i^ exchanged, by those appointed for 
the purpose, ind the hour stipulated by the parties for Bur- 
oyne to affix his sienature, he addressed a note to General 
tea, purporting that he should recede from the treaty^ <mi 
the ground that a part of the American force had been de* 
tached from the army durm^ the negotiation ; and with a 
bold effrontery, required, that he might be permitted to send 
hM nffictrt to our camp to ascertain the fact. This dishonor* 
able conduct, as may be supposed, raised the ire of our 
spirited commander, who sent Lieutenant Colonel Wilkinson 
to have a personal mterview with Burgoyne, and to insist 
that hostilities should recommence, if the treaty was not 
Immedialoly ratiRed. This, after much hesitation on the part 
of Burgoyne tnd his officers, produced the desired effect. His 
t^mitemiimtod alternative was, to abandon his camp, artillery, 
Imitvy oajrgage ind sick, and by a desperate effort in the 
tlixMi to loron his w«y through our army, and make a rapid 
Itmrrn to Albany with the hope of meeting General Sir H. 
('lluloAi It is considered singular that it was not demanded 
lif Ihn onptured generil to deliver up his military chest, 
ihilurN, hihI luldlars' aoooutreroents ; but the success of 
lli«Mitml (Minion in railuoing Fort Montgomery, and the seri- 
nilN Nii|M'nhnnNiuns of Uenernl Gates that he would force his 
l^ny In Allmny, and the desire of the latter to spare the 

Iilt'iminn of hluod, are the substantial causes which procured 
III' Mui'goyna tlio favorable terms which he enjoys. It is 
NHliiihiiMnry to lenrn that the British officers, in general, 
PiiiMliili3f arlcnowladged, that the American troops conducted 
nn iili muiRslons with the greatest braverjT) ^i when, after 
(hnlr Nurrondnr, thay visited and took a view of our camp, 
eniirnssad much surprise at the military order and economy 
VVllloh were conspicuous in every part, and said that they 
llttvor hnd seen, even in Germany, an encampment more sys- 
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tematically and properly disposed. The trophies which we 
have achieved by this great event, are, officers and soldiers, 
live thousand seven hundred and ninety-one. It has been 
estimated that Burgoyne's army, at the commencement of 
the campaign, was lull ten thousand strong ; the deficiency 
now, must be accounted for by the killed, loss by sickness, 
prisoners, and deserters. Among the officers taken, are six 
members of the British Parliament. The train of brass 
artillery and other ordnance, are immensely valuable, con- 
sisting of forty-two pieces of brass ordnance, besides seven 
Ihottsand muskets, with six thousand dozen cartridges and an 
ample supply of shot, shells, &c. To these are added, 
clothing for seven thousand men, a large number of tents and 
other military stores. Thu^ we witness the incalculable 
reverse of fortune, and the extraordinary vicissitudes of 
military events, as ordained by Divine Providence. The 
same haughty commander, who but a few weeks since, 
flushed with victory, was harassing our retreating army in 
every direction ; that proud assuming foe, who so often 
threatened to lay waste our cities and country, and who said 
in his orders, earlv in the campaign, '^ this army must not re- 
treat," is now reduced to the mortifying alternative of suing 
for terms of surrender, to those powers whom he affected to 
treat with sovereign contempt. It must be doublv mortify- 
ing to contrast his present humble condition with that, when 
be published his pompous and bombastic proclamation, calfing 
0D towns and people to send delegates to supplicate his favor 
and clemencv, slnd threatening vengeance against all those 
who should dare to disobey his commands, or oppose his 
authority. There are perhaps few examples in the annals 
o( warfare, of a whole army under a celebrated general, 
and officers of the first character ; gentlemen of noble fam- 
ilies, and military merit, being reduced to the mortifying 
condition of captives, led through a country which it was 
designed should have been devoted to their all conquering 
power. The intelligence of these events to the oriti^ 
government, must affect them like the shock of a thunder- 
bolt, and demonstrate to them the invincibility of a people 
united in the noble cause of liberty and the rights or man. 
This event will make one of the most brilliant pages of 
American history. General Gates has crowned himself with 
unfading laurels, and immortal honor ; he has vanquished a 
commander of established military fame, at the head of a 
veteran army. He has displayed the qualities of a general. 



110 MILITARY JOURNAL, 1777. [oCTOBfiR. 

the maniaiiiinity of a philanthropist, and the amiable and 
polite civilities of a gentleman. No less dignified and brave 
as a commander, than beneficent and generous as a con« 
queror, he is remarkable for his humanity to prisoners and 
a desire to mitigate the sufferings of the unfortunate. 
Among the objects in distress, which claimed his attention, 
was the lady of Major Ackland, commander of the British 
grenadiers, who was dangerously wounded and captured 
during the battle of the 7th of October. This heroic lady, 
from conjugal affection, was induced to follow the fortune of 
her husband during the whole campaign through the wilder- 
ness. Having been habituated to a mode of life with which 
those of rank and fortune are peculiarly favored, her deli- 
cate frame is ill calculated to wstain the indescribable pri- 
vations and hardships to which s(e was unavoidably exposed 
during an active campaign. Her vehicle of conveyance was, 
part of the time, a small two wheeled tumbril, drawn by a 
single horse, over roads almost impassable. Soon after she 
received the affecting intelligence, that her husband had 
received a wound, ana was a prisoner, she manifested the 
greatest tenderness and affection, and resolved to visit him 
u our camp to console and alleviate his sufferings. With 
this view she obtained a letter from Bureoyne to General 
Gates, and not permitting the prospect oi being out in the 
night, and drenched in rain, to repress her zeal, she pro- 
ceeded in an open boat, with a few attendants, and arrived at 
our outpost in the ni^t, in a suffering condition, from ex- 
treme wet and cold. The sentinel, faithful to his duty, 
detamed them in the boat till Major Dearborn, the officer 
of the guard, could arrive. He permitted them to land, and 
afforded Lady Ackland the best accommodations in his pow- 
er, and treated her with a cup of tea in his guard house. 
When General Gates, in the morning, was informed of the 
unhappy situation of Lady Ackland, he immediately ordered 
her a safe escort, and treated her himself with the tender- 
ness of a parent, directing that every attention should be 
bestowed which her rank, her sex, character, and circum- 
stances required* She was soon conveyed to Albany, where 
she found her wounded husband. For further particulars 
respecting this highly respectable and interesting lady, the 
reader is referred to the Appendix. 

In the military transactions in the northern department^ 
the labors and efforts of Major General Schuyler are ac- 
knowledged to be eminently important and useful. He is 
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undoubtedly entitled to the character of an intellisent and 
meritorious officer. As a private gentleman he is oignified, 
but courteous, his manners are urbane, and his hospitality is 
unbounded. He is justly considered as one of our most dis- 
tinguished champions of liberty, and his noble mind has soar- 
ed above despair, even at a period when he experienced 
injustice from the public, and when darkness and gloom 
overspread our land. Though he was not invested with any 
active command, he was present at the surrender of the 
British army, which was near the spot where his elegant 
country seat had been demolished. Here he sought an inter- 
yiew with the Baroness Reidesel, who with her three chil- 
dren, for she was entrusted with this charge during the 
campaign, he politely accommodated in his own tent, and 
invited her to become his guest at his residence at Albany. 
On the day of the surrender, all the captive generals dined 
with General Gates, and received from him the kindest 
civilities and attention. 

We have now brought to a glorious termination a military 
campaign, pregnant with remarkable vicissitudes and momen- 
tous events ; Uie result of which, seemed for a time to poise 
on a pinnacle of sanguine hopes and expectations on the one 
side, and the most appalling apprehensions on the other. All 
gratitude and praise be ascribed to Him, who alone limits 
the extent of human power, and decrees the destiny of 
nations. 

2lst. — ^The captive Generals Burgoyne, Phillips, Reide- 
sel, &c. with a number of ladies of high rank, arrived last 
evening at the hospitable mansion of General Schuyler in 
this city. His seat is about one ntiile out of town, and I 
have frequently made it a walk for amusement. It is a 
house of two stories, in elegant ancient style, and fancifully 
ornamented. I am informed that it has for several genera* 
tions been celebrated for the great respectability, and gen- 
erous hospitality of its inhabitants. During the last French 
war, it was almost a general resort for British officers, as 
well as strangers and travellers of note. 

22d. — ^The magnanimous General Schuyler, with his lady 
and daughters, have given their unfortunate guests a friendly 
and polite reception, characteristic of this noble spirited 
fadiily. Notwithstanding General Burgoyne destroyed their 
beautiful villa at Sarat<^a, they appear disposed to console 
them in their misfortune by all the civilities aud attention in 
their power. 
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2SiI.— 'General Burgoyne gratefully ackowledged the gen- 
erous treatment received from General Schuyler, and ob- 
served to him, *^ You show me great kindness, sir, though I 
have done you much injury." To which he magnanimously 
replied, '^ Thai was the Jate of toary let us say no more 
about it." 

24th. — ^This hospital is now crowded with officers and 
soldiers from the field of battle ; those belonging to the 
British and Hessian troops, are accommodated in ^e same 
hospital with our own men, and receive equal care and 
attention. The foreigners are under the care and maoage- 
jnent of their own surgeons. 1 have been present at sonte 
4)f their capital operations, and remarked, ttiat the English 
surgeons perform with skill and dexterity, but the Germans, 
with a few exceptions, do no credit to their profession ; 
some of them are the most uncouth and clumsy operators I 
ever witnessed, and appear to be destitute of all sympathy 
and tenderness towards the suffering patient. Not less than 
ene thousand wounded and sick are now in this city ; the 
Dutch church, and several private houses, are occupied as 
hospitals. We have about Uiirty surgeons and mates ; and 
all are constantly employed. I am obliged to devote the 
whole of my time, from eight o'clock in the morning to a 
late hour in the evening, to the care of our patients. Some 
0( our soldiers' wounds, which had been neglected whUe on 
their way here from the field of battle, being covered with 

Jutrefied blood for several days, were found on the first 
ressing to be filled with maggots. It was not difficult, 
liowever, to destroy these vermin by the application of the 
tincture of myrrh. Here is a fine field for professional im- 
provement. Amputating limbs, trepanninff fractured skulls, 
and dressing the most formidable wounds, nave familiarixed 
my mind to scenes of woe. A military hospital is peculiarly 
calculated to afford examples for profitable contemplation, 
and to interest our sympathy and commiseration. If I turn 
from beholding mutilated bodies, mangled limbs, and bleed- 
ing, incurable wounds, a spectacle no less revolting, is pre- 
sented, of miserable objects, languishing under afflicting 
diseases of every description--4iere, are those in a mournful 
state of despair, exhibiting the awful harbii^ers of approach- 
ing dissolution — ^there, are those with emaciated bodies and 
ghastly visage, who begin to triumph over grim disease and 
just lift their feeble heads from the pillow of sorrow. No 
parent, wife, or sister, to wipe the tear of anguish from their 
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eyes, or to soothe the pillow of death, they look up to the 
physician as their oaly earthly friend and comforter, and 
trust the hands of a stranger to perform the last mournful 
duties. Frequently have I remarked their confidence in my 
friendship, as thou^ I was endeared to them by brotherly 
ties. Viewing these unfortunate men as the faithful defend- 
ers of the liberties of our country, far separated from their 
dearest friends, who would be so lost to the duties of hu-^ 
manity, patriotism, and benevolence, as not to minister to' 
their comfort, and pour into their wounds the healing balm 
of consolation ? It is my lot to have twenty wounded men 
committed to my care, by Dr. Potts, our Surgeon General ; 
one of wh(Hn, a young man, received a musket ball through 
his cheeks, cutting its way through the teeth on each side, 
and the substance of the tongue ; his sufferings have been 
great, but he now begins to articulate tolerably well. An- 
other had the whole side of his face torn off by a cannon 
ball, laying his mouth and throat open to view. A brave 
soldier received a musket ball in his forehead, between his 
eyebrows ; observmg that it did not penetrate the bone, it 
was imagined that the force of the ball being partly spent, 
it rebounded and fell out, but on close examination by the 
probe, the ball was detected, spread entirelv flat on the bone 
under the skin, which I extracted with the forceps. No one 
can doubt but he received his wound while facing the enemy, 
and it is fortunate for the brave fellow, that his skull proved 
too thick for the ball to penetrate. But in another instance, 
a soldier's wound was not so honorable ; he received a ball 
m the bottom of his foot, which could not have happened 
unless when in the act of runnine from the enemv. This 
poor fellow is held in derision by nis comrades, and is made 
a subject of their wit for having the mark of a coward. 
Among the most remarkable occurrences which came under 
my observation, the following is deserving of particular no- 
tice. Captun Oreg, of one of the New York regiments, 
while stationed at Fort Stanwix, on the Mohawk river, went 
with two of his soldiers into the woods a short distance to 
shoot pigeons ; a party of Indians started suddenly from con- 
cealment in the bushes, shot them all down, tomahawked 
and scalped them, and left them for dead. The captain, 
after some time revived, and perceiving his men were killed, 
himself robbed of his scalp, and suffering extreme agony 
from his numerous wounds, made an effort to move and lay 
his bleeding head on one of the dead bodies, expectii^ soon 
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to expire. A faithful Aog who accompanied hioH) manifested 
great agitation, and in the tenderest manner licked his 
wounds, which afforded him great relief from exquisite dis- 
tress. He then directed the dog, as if a human being, to 
go in search of some person to come to his relief. The 
animal, with every appearance of anxiety, ran about a mile, 
when he met with two men fishing in the river, and endeav- 
ored in the most moving manner, by whining and piteous 
cries, to prevail on them to follow him into the woods ; 
struck wiUi the singular conduct of the dog, they were in- 
duced to follow him part of the way, but fearing some decoy 
or danger, they were about to return, when the do^, fixing 
his eyes on them, renewed hb entreaties by his cries, and 
taking hold of their clothes with his teeth, prevailed on them 
to follow him to the fatal spot. Such was the remarkable 
fidelity and sagacity of this animal. Captain Greg was im- 
mediately carried to the fort, where his wounds were dress- 
ed ; he was afterwards removed to our hospital, and put 
under my care. He was a most frightful spectacle ; the 
whole of his scalp was removed ; in two places on the fore 
part of his. head, the tomahawk had penetrated through the 
skull ; there was a wound on his back with the same instru- 
ment, besides a wound in his side and another through his 
arm by a musket ball. This unfortunate man, after suffering 
extremely for a long time, finally recovered, and appeared 
to be well satisfied in having his scalp restored to him, 
though uncovered with hair. The Indian mode of scalping 
their victims is this — ^with a knife they make a circular cuf. 
from the forehead quite round, just above the ears, then 
taking hold of the skin with their teeth, they tear off the 
whole hairy scalp in an instant, with wonderful dexterity. 
This they carefully dry and preserve as a trophy, showing 
the number of their victims, and thev have a method of 
painting on the dried scalp, different ngures, and colors, to 
designate the sex and age of the victim, and also the manner 
and circnmstances of ^e murder. 

JSTovemUr lOth. — I witnessed yesterday, the singular cer- 
emony performed at a treaty with the Six Nations of Indians. 
General Schuyler, and two other gentlemen, were the com- 
missioners on our part. Of the Indians, ahout two hundred 
men and women attended. In the morning, I walked into 
the woods near this city, and was amused to see them occu- 
pied in dressing and ornamenting themselves for the cere- 
mony ; painting their faces, adjusting their hair, putting 
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jewth into tlifeir ears, noses, &c. The face was painted of 
various colon ; in general red, spotted with black and white 
in a fanoiftat manner. The men nad their hair cat close to 
tfa^ skin, except a lock on the top of the head. The 
women wore long hair, ornamented with beads and other 
trinkets. The bodies and limbs of both sexes were decent- 
ly^ covered in the In^an style, and some displayed large 
silver rings' round' the arm, and a profusion* of party-colored' 
besrds, fttncrifully- arranged about the legs and feet. Several 
of the joung* men, and girls, were furnished with little bells 
about their feet, to make a jinglmg when dancing. About 
eleven- o'clock, the ceremony commenced on the common ; 
the Indians arranged themselves, by sitting on the ground in 
a circle^, the men on one side, the women on the other, leav- 
kkg a vacancy for out* commissioners^ who were seated in 
chairs. In the centre of the circle was a fire, over which 
a large pot, containing meat broth, or soup, was placed. 
The speakers were three efderly ctlieft ;. (heir speeches or 
talks were s^rt, and^ at the close of each, the speaker de- 
livered to tile commissioners a belt or string of wampum, 
eviri'oiMBly w^rougM With porcupine quills, and handsomely 
painted, as a pledge of sincerity. The interpreter explained 
m English. In the intervals between the talks, the whole 
of the Indians and squaws threw their bodies into odd mo- 
tions, and at the sMse time a noise came from their throats 
very skuifair to the ntinting of swine, which I suppose was 
a token of approbanbn. Thej next commenced danciiop, 
by uniting hands two or three at « lime, and jumping merri^ 
ro^inl the pot ovev the fire, animated by the music of a small 
dram retiembKng a* keg covered with a skin, and the jingling 
of the WAU arched' to their legs and feet. The mterprQ- 
ter, by d^shre ct the ehieft, requested that our commissioir- 
ers would not be offended at the liberty which they were 
abovt to take. One of the chiefs then took the commission- 
ers, one at' a time, by the hand, and danced them round the 
circle, then rubbing his hand about the grease and blacking 
of the pot, he blackened the face, first of General Schuyler/ 
and then the other gentlemen, which excited much laud^ter. 
Whether this was a trick to excite a laugh, or a part of their 
national ceremony, I was unable to ascertain. The Indians 
continued dimcing round the fire, drinking the sotrp from the 
pot and regaling themselves vrith rum all pight, and manf of 
them were fomd drunk in the morning. 

15 
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My profeBftional duties have been so pressittg as to pre* 
elude the possibility of journalizing to the full extent oi my 
wishes. The numerous important events which have occur- 
red to our main army under General Washington ia the 
Jerseys, and Pennsylvania, have been from time to time 
announced in the public papers, and in our general waders. 
A very brief retrospect of the most interesting occurrences* 
during the campaign in that quarter must suffice me. 

General Washington having ascertained that it was the 
great object of Sir William Howe, to possess himself of the 
city of rhiladelphia, put in requisition every effort in his 
power to counteract his measures for that purpose. His 
lorce durmg the whole campaign was considerably inferior 
to that of tihe enemy. Battles and skirmishing of more or 
less importance were frequent, but not decisive, though 
attended by no inconsiderable loss of human lives. On the 
11th of September the two armies approached each other 
in the order of battle, and a general action took place at 
Brandywine, in which the officers and soldiers of both 
armies displayed a spirit of intrepidity and. heroism, scarcely 
ever exceeded. The British claim the victory ; but it was 
only a partial one, and besides a prodigious sacrifice of lives, 
they failed in their main object, that of forcing their way to 
Philadelphia. It is stated, that from particular circum- 
stances, little more than one half of General Washington's 
force was opposed to nearly the whole strength of the enemy. 
Our loss is mentioned in round numbers at one thousand. 
The Marquis de la Fayette, and General Woodford were 
slightly wounded. The loss of the royalists, according to 
accounts published, greatly exceeds that of the Americans. 

On the 16th of September, Monsieur de Coudry, an officer 
of rank and distinction in the French service, and acting as 
a volunteer in our army, having occasion to cross the Schuyl- 
kill ferry, rode a high spirited horse into the boat, which, 
taking fright, leaped into the river, and the rider was unfor- 
tunately drowned. Congress resolved that the corpse of 
of Monsieur de Coudry be interred at the expense of the 
United States, and with the honors of war. 

Sir William Howe, on the 26th of September, after much 
mancBUvring and skirmishing, accomplished the great enter- 
prise, and made his triumphal entry into the city of Philadel- 
phia, where he met with a cordial welcome from the Qua- 
Kers, and a considerable number of the inhabitants, who have 
long been known to be in favor of the royalists. 
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On the 4th of October, General Washin^on planned an 
attack on the mam body of the enemy stationed at German- 
town, near Philadelphia. The enterprise was planned with 
such judgment and skill, as to afford promise of a complete 
victory. The execution of it was eondacted by his Excel- 
lency, who attacks like a hero and retreats like a general, 
and whose presence infuses into the ranks the spirit of hero* 
ism and enthusiasm. Were it not for some unn)rtunate inci- 
dents, and the faulty conduct of a few individuals, his most 
Banguine hopes would have been realised. The enemy was 
actually taken by surprise, and in one point a party was routed 
and one hundred and ten made prisoners, but were after- 
wards retaken. Almost the whole force of both armies was 
involved in the tremendous contest, in which British and 
American bravery were equally conspicuous, and sealed the 
fate of many valiant officers and men. ^' The morning,'' 
8ay« General Washington's letter to Congress, ^^ was ex- 
tremely foggy, which prevented our improvmg the advantage 
we had gained, so well as we otherwise should have done. 
This circumstance, by concealing from us the true situation 
of the enemy, obliged us to act with more caution, and less 
expedition than we could have wished, and gave the enemy 
time to recover from the effects of our first impression ; and 
what was still more unfortunate, it served to keep our differ- 
ent parties in ignorance of each other's movements, and 
hindered their acting in concert ; it also occasioned them to 
mistake one another for the enemy, which I believe more 
than any thing else, contributed to the misfortunes which 
ensued. In the midst of the most promising appearances, 
when every thing gave the most flattering hopes of victory, 
the troops began suddenly to retreat, and entirely left the 
field in spite of ever^ effort that could be made to rally 
them. On the whole it may be said, this day was rather 
unfortunate than injurious. The principal impediment to 
our success was, that at the moment of victory, the enemy 
.threw a party into Mr. Chew's stone house, who were m a 
situation not easily to be forced ; and had it in their power, 
from the windows, to give us considerable annoyance, and in 
a measure to obstruct our advance." 

A general officer who was engaged in the battle, says, 
'^ Fortune smiled on our arms for hours. The enemy were 
broken, dispersed and flying on all quarters ; we were in 
possession of their whole encampment, together with their 
artillery park, fcc. But confusioq at last ensued, and we 
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van away from 'the asms of yietory redd^ to receive ns." 
It M not to be eoneesriM however, that oarrar^iy suffered ;a 
a very considevable lo«s, tlie whole number is not ascer- 
tained. General Nash, of Nortti Carolina, re^ceiyed a mortal 
wound, and General SuIKtoa's two aids were killed. On 
ttie side of tl^e royalists, General Agnew, General de Heis* 
ter^s son, and several other officers were killed. General 
Kniphausen was^ wounded, and a great number of rank and 
file were wounded and slain. 

The Americans have erected several forts and redoubts 
on the banks of the Delaware river, and on Mud Island, to 
guard i^inst the passage of the British 0eet up this river to 
Philadelphia. In <me of these forts at Red Bank, Colonel 
Greene, of Rhode Island, was posted with about four hundred 
men. General Hqwe, perceiving the great importance of 
reducing these works, detached Count Donop, an officer held 
in high estimation in the royal army, with, twelve or fifteen 
hundred Hessian troops, well supplied with artillery, to take 
possession of it. Having arrived near the redoubts, he sarai- 
moned the commander to surrender, to which be resolutely 
replied, he would def<n)d the place to the last extremity. 
This fort being originatly constructed on a large scale, it 
was found necessary to run a line across the middle, and 
divide it into two, so that the external part was left without 
defence. The .Hessian conunander ordered his troops to 
advance under cover of the smoke of his cannon, and storm 
the redoubt ; they soon gained the unoccupied part with loud 
huzzas on their supposed victory ; but on approaching the 
new lines within, where our tro<^s were stationed, the brave 
garrison poured on them such hot and well direct^ fire for 
about forty minutes, that they were completely overpow- 
ered, and fled in every direction. Colonel Donop, their 
commander was mortally wounded and taken, and more than 
one hundred were killed on the spot, and a greater number 
wounded and prisoners. The enemy retreated with great 
precipitation, leaving many of their wounded on the road, and 
returned to Philadelphia with the loss of one half their party. 
Colonel Greene and his brave troops, acquired great honor 
for their eallant defence of the fort, which is a key to other 
posts on the river. Congress have rewarded the Colonel, 
with an elegant sword. The British army found it difficult 
to procure the necessary supplies in Philadelphia, and the 
continental galleys and strong chevaux de frize in the Dela- 
ware, rendered a passage of their ships up to the city, almost 
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impossSiIe. Admirfd Lord Hoyire^ determiAed to (tttemiHt 
jtlie removal of tbeJie formidable ob8tructioii3> bM he ordered 
^U of bis sbips to engage in the .s^errice* They were so 
umnercifally handlied bj our galleys aod from Fort Mifflin, at 
Mud Island, that twp of them, one of si^Lty-foiir guns, run 
aground and were set op fire by the crews who deserted 
them, and soon lifter they blew up. 

December, — Fort Mifflin, on Mud M^uid, has been, evacua- 
ted by the coptinental gf^rrispii, ^ter baviag bften bravely 
defended againist th^ prodigious fqrce of the enemy's ship- 
ping. Our troops secured aU their st^WQs, destroyed the 
block houses, and deypolishjed the bank, to let in the water, 
by which the Island is entirely inundated* The fort at Red 
Bank is also abaj^oned, andihe qo«linentsd fleet has been 
burnt, to prevent its falling into the ^aio^s of the enemy. 
The British are now in i\\\ possession of the city of Phila- 
delphia, and their fleet Ws obt^^^ied a^i^^ss to it by way of 
the Delaware river* The continental army, since the close 
of the campajigp, has i^etired for winter quarters to a place 
.called VofUjf Porge^ About tff^nty miles from Philadelphia. 
Here they •are sul^eoted to tfie fatigue and labor of clearing 
the woods and .c«in4triHCtiAg lpg.huts for their accomv^odation 
.during tbe ni^iiiter. 

An occurrence of a very singular complexion, has lately 
been published in a Pennsylvania newspaper, vfhich occasions 
much indigoaqt speculation. The .Reverend Jpcob Duche, 
a popular Episcopal minister in Philadelphia, was the first 
.chaj[)lain ■appointed by Congress. He performed his official 
duties to general acceptance, frequently «nd fervently im- 
ploring heaveu to .succeed the Ameri.cim^cause* Whether 
from alarm at the success of the royalists, or from any 
change in his sentiments reffpecting the justice qf our cause, 
is uncertam, but after having officiated about three months, 
he save in his resignation. He loft Philadelphia, and ^' took 
shelter under the^arJB(l of that power which irom the sacred 
pulpit he had exhorted his hearera to oppQse.'' But it is no 
less extraordinary, that this apostate addressed a letter to 
his Excellency General Washmgton, with whom he was on 
terms of fciendship, in which, to use the author's own 
words, <^ he has spoken freely of Congressj and of the ormy." 
He enjoins it on his Excellency to abandon the American 
cause, and resign his command of the armpr ; or at the head 
of it, ta force Congress immediately to desist from hostilities 
and to rescind their declaration of Independence. ^' If this is 
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not done," be sftys, ^^ yoa hare an infallible resource still left, 
negotiate for •Smerica at the head of your armyy He repre- 
sents tbe Congress in tbe most despicable point of view, as 
consisting of weak, obscure persons, not fit associates for 
bis Excellency, and tbe very dregs of tbe first Congress. 
Tbe New England delegates, be treats with tbe greatest 
indelicacy. Tbe officers and men wbicb compose our army, 
ie describes as destiute of principle and courage ; undisci- 
plined, taken from tbe lowest of tbe people, unfit for a seat 
at bis Excellency's table, &c. &c. His Excellency in no* 
ticing this transaction, in a letter of October tbe 16tb, ob« 
serves, ^' To Mr. Ducbe's ridiculous, illiberal performance, 
I made a very sbort reply, by desiring tbe bearer, Mrs. 
Ferguson, if sbe sbould bereafter, by any accident meet 
witb Mr. Ducbe, to tell bim I sbould bave returned bis 
letter unopened, if I bad bad any idea of its contents."* 

%(Hh. — ^Tbe wounded soldiers committed to my care in 
'October last, bave all recovered, and as a compliment for 
•my assiduity, and attention to my patients, I bave received 
from Dr. Potts, our Surgeon General, a generous and band- 
some present. Tbe duties of our bospital being now greatly 
'diminisbed, I bave obtained a furlougb for forty days, and 
sball tomorrow commence my journey to visit my friends in 
New England. 

Febrvary 4Ak^ 1778. — ^Having performed a journey on 
horseback to Boston and Barnstable, in Massachusetts, I 

* Ttte ibUowing is Uie form of prayer mado use ofby Uie ReTerend filr. Ducho in 
tha CongrcM after IndependeDce was declared 



O Lord ! our heaTenlv Father, hiffh and mifffatT, King of kinn, and Lord of 
lords, who doet irom thy throne behold all the dwellera on earui, and rei^neit 
with power supreme and onoontrolled over all kingdoms, empires and governments. 
Look down in mercy, we beseech thee, on these our American States, who have 
fled to thee from the rod of the oppressor, and thrown themselves on thv gracious 
protection, desiring to be henceforth dependant only on thee ; to thee have they 
i^pealed for the ng^teoosness of their cause ; to thee do they now look up for that 
countenance and support, which thou alone canst give ; take them, therefore, -heav- 
enly Father, under thy nurturing care ; give ^em wisdom in council and valor in 
the field ; defeat the malicious designs of our cruel adversaries ; convince iktm of 
the unrighteousness of their cause, and if they stiU persbt in their sanguinary pur- 
poses, ! let the voice of thine own unerring justice, sounding in their hearts, 
constrain them to drop the weapons of war, from their unnerved hands in the day of 
battle. Be thou present, O God of wisdom, and direct the councils of this honora- 
ble assembly ; enable them to settle things on the best and surest foundation, that 
the scene of blood may be speedily closed, that order, harmony and peace may be 
eficctually restored, and truth and justice, religion and piety, prevail and flourish 
amongst thy people ; preserve the health of their bodies and the vigor of their 
minds; shower down on ikem and the mUliont they here represent, such temporal 
blessings, as thou seest expedient for them in this world, and crown them with ever- 
lasting glory in the world to come. All this we ask in the name, and through the 
merits of Jesus Christ thy Son and our Saviour. Amen. 
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returned here two days before the expiration of my furlough^ 
and resumed my duties in the hospital. Several gentlemen 
belonging to the hospital being desirous of improving in the 
accomplishment of dancing, Mr. John Trotter has agreed to 
open a special school for our accommodation, and we are to 
attend every afternoon. Master Trotter has for many years 
been in the practice of teaching the art in the city of New 
York, and has acquired great fame as a man of knowledge 
and experience in his profession. He is about fifty-eight 
years oi age, a small, genteel, well proportioned man, every 
limb and joint proclaiming that he is formed for his profes* 
sion, and the ease and grace with which he moves on the 
floor, evince that he is an accomplished master, and that he 
has lost none of his agility by age. Under the tuition of 
such a master, we flatter ourselves that in due time, if we 
improve our advantages, we shall be able to figure in a ball 
room. 

lOth. — I have now obtained a particular description of 
the American Torpedo, and other ingenious submarine ma- 
chmery, invented by Mr. David Bushnell, for the purpose of 
destroying shipping while at anchor, some account of which 
may be louna in this Journal, page 63. The external ap- 
pearance of the torpedo, bears some resemblance to two 
upper tortoise shells, of equal size, placed in contact, leav- 
ing at that part, which represents the head of the animal, a 
flue, or opening sufficiently capacious to contain the operator, 
and air to support him thirty minutes. At the bottom, oppo- 
site to the entrance is placed a quantity of lead for balfast. 
The operator sits upright, and holds an oar for rowing for- 
ward or backward, and is furnished with a rudder for steer- 
ing. An aperture at the bottom, with its yalve, admits 
water for tne purpose of descending, and two brass forcing 
pumps serve to eject the water within whan necessary for 
ascending. The vessel is made completely water tight, 
furnished with glass wmdows for the admission of light, with 
ventilators and air pipes, and is so ballasted, with lead fixed 
at the bottom, as to render it solid, and obviate all danger of 
oversetting. Behind the submarme vessel, is a plaee above 
the rudder for carrying a large powder magazine ; this is 
made of two pieces of oak timber, larse enough when hol- 
lowed out, to contain one hundred and fifty pounds of powder, 
with the apparatus used for firing it, and is secured in its 
place, by a screw turned by the operator. It is lighter than 
water, that it may rise against the object to which it is in- 
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tendecl to be fastened. Withb the mage^ine, Is^ an apparatus 
constructed to run any pr^qposed lengtk of time under twelve 
hours ; when it has run out its time, it unpimons a strong: 
lock, resembling a gun lock, which gives Href to the powder. 
This apparatus is so pinioned^ that it caunot piosnbly movC) 
till, by casting off the magazine from^ the veasel, it is set in 
motion* The skilful opei^tor can swim so low on the sur- 
face of the water, as to approach very near a ship in the 
night, without fear of being discovered ; and may, if he 
choose, approach the stem or stem above water, with very 
little danger. He can sink very qpiiekfy, keep at any neces-* 
sary depth, amd tow a great distance in any direction he 
desires widiout coming to the surface. When he rises to 
the surface, he can soon obtain a fresk suppty of air, and if 
necessarv, he may then descend i^ik and pursue his course. 
Mr. Bushnell found that it re4]uired mai^ triats and eonsixl-' 
erable instruction to make a man of common ingenuity a 
skilful operator. The first persmt, his brother, whom he 
employed, was very ingeniousy and made hi'msdf manfer of 
the business^ but was taken sick before he bad an opportu- 
nity to make use of his skill. Havii^ procon^'a substitute, 
and given him such instruction as time would kUmf , he wa» 
directed to try an experiment on the Eagle, a siity^our gun 
ship, on board of which Lord Howe commanded, l))ring in 
the fawrbor of New York. He went under the ship, and 
attempted to fit the* wooden screw bto her bottom, but 
struck, as he supposes, a bar of irofr which passes A-om^ the 
rudder hinge, and is spiiked under the ship's quarter. . Had 
he moved a few mches, which he might have done without 
rowing, there is no doubt he would have found wood where 
he might have fixed the screw ; or if the riiip had been 
sheathed with copper, he might easily have pierced it. But 
not befaq; well skilled in the management of the vessel, in 
attemptmg to move to another place, he lost the ship. After 
seeking her in vain, for some time, he rowed sonie distance, 
and rose to the snrfiice of the water, but found daylight had 
advanced so far, that he durst not renew the attempt. He 
says, he could easily have ficstened the magazine under the 
stem of the ship, above water, as he rowed op to the stem 
amd touched it before he descended. Had he fastened it 
there, the explosion of one hundred and fifty pounds of pow- 
der, the quantity contained m the magazine, must have been 
fatal to the ship. In his return fVom the ship to New York, 
he passed near Governor's Island, and thought he was discov- 
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ered by the enemy on the island. Being in haste to avoid 
the danger he feared, he cast off the magazine, as he ima- 
gined it retarded him in the swell, which was very consider- 
able. After the magazine had been cast off one hour, the 
time the internal apparatus was set to run, it blew up with 
great violence, throwing a vast column of water to an amaz- 
ing height in the air, and leaving the enemy to conjecture 
whether the stupendous noise was produced by a bomb, a 
meteor, a water spout, or an earthquake. Some other 
attempts were made in Hudson's river, in one of which the 
operator in going towards the ship lost sight of her and went 
a great distance beyond her, and the tide ran so strong as to 
baffle all his efforts. Mr. Bushnell being in ill health, and 
destitute of resources, was obliged to abandon his pursuit at 
that time, and wait for a more favorable opportunity, which 
never occurred. In the year 1777, Mr. Bushnell made an 
attempt from a whale boat, against the Cerberus frigate, 
layii^ at anchor, by drawing a machine against her side, by 
means of a line. The machine was loaded with powder, to 
be exploded by a gun lock, which was to be unpinioned by 
an apparatus to be turned by being brought along side of the 
frigate. This machine fell in with a schooner at anchor 
astern of the frigate, and concealed from bis sight. By 
some means it became fixed, and exploding, demolished the 
schooner. Commodore Simmons, being on board the Cerbe- 
rus, addressed an official letter to Sir Peter Parker, describ- 
ing this singular disaster. Being at anchor to the westward 
of New London, with a schooner which he had taken, disco- 
vered about eleven o'clock in the evening, a line towing 
astern from the bows. He believed that some person had 
veered away by it and immediately began to haul in. A 
s^lor, belonging to the schooner, taking it for a fishing line, 
laid hold of it and drew in about fifteen fathoms, it was 
buoyed up by small pieces of wood tied to it at stated dis- 
tances. At the end of the rope a machine was fastened too 
heavy for. one man to pull up, for it exceeded one hundred 
pounds in weight. The other people of the schooner coming 
to his assistance, they drew it on deck. While the men 
were examining the machine, about five minutes from the 
time the wheel had been put in motion, it exploded, blew 
the vessel into pieces, and set her on fire. Three men were 
killed, and the fourth blown into the water, much injured. 
On examining round the ship after this accident, the other 
part of the line was discovered, buoyed up in the same man- 
16 
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.9r ''e4r if jauiiic ap madiut of the w^nMAv as he temed 
c rVes* -M-iim^T vae i iMiriiw ii il vith wheds, Auushed 
▼Tth JTHK im ' j q md ic die earf^ sal projection obomi aa inck, 
ji mnsr 3> ^tr Ifie due lirfiri of the Towi whee hvelii^ them 
IP. *tereQ5 taKca; die whttL ie ■odoo. which b the qiace 
ji i^e BiHSK caflBR the esyhma Had the whole appa- 
rnni^ m operate «b a ship at the same time, it 
cvr-arHOKJ pnN%inB destractioB. Mr. Buahnell 
ncher iita e aiw espedfeflt te elect his farorite 
n:ie«. He fcwd a'hrje MBber of b^ charged with 
jmriier. rj exphide an ciauif k caatact with anj thii^ while 
iuoi: j^ alm^ with the tkie! He set his squadron of kegs 
^fcMC In dfe^ Delawaie* dM»Te the Ea^iidi shippiif , m De- 
«»oer. irrr. The ke^s were in the u^t set adrift, to 
£L1 wTCh t^e ebh. Mthe shippii^ ; bat the proper dbtaoce 
cwla act be weO ttcertained. and thej were set adrift at 
tv«r {TMC a ifetattte fnMa the resseis* bj which means they 
w^ vriMricted Md ifispened bj the ice. They approach- 
^ k^HW'ver. m the dav time, aiai one of them blew np a 
^Mt. «M .Khet^ expkded. which occasioned amoi^ the Brit- 
i&jl jinmiitii the creitt^tsl ^tlum a^i consternation. They 
j^*rta N mnawd i^ whftrres and ^hq^piiig at Philadelphia, 
Mi iiM.^4af«d A«r samU arms and cannon at erery thing 
VH** cvttiu^ «^ *Maac in the trrer, Auiag the ebb tide, 
rbt. jicttnfni W^ >>K^«W the anaM^ «f the Aattic •ftktkegSy 
«tM *imto4M a ^^nK< M an e^celietft aiai hamoroas so^|^, 
>* vl^ (IgaimftW f wajcts Hv^pUnnsak which is iaterted m 

^^ _Mi;vr iW^entl L^ev caplared by the enemy m 
tVv>«iJ>^. r^ In* Wea evrhawed for Maior General 
^^i?^>K\v wW w*$ t^Jfcwt *t Rhijie Island^ by Colonel 

tV ti^K^vw iKv V«*^ ^«S aaawmced, that Congress 
V%>»^ WijyiMiW^* a »w<^ /'* *;: *i%>f trkA Af C^mti 0/ /Vance, 
V^^MKvu ^^ .vhii«^:^« WiU W4wd the Mkwa^ orders for the 
at^\ w^ vVv*<^\^ ^W aK-'^NNAv^^tt event. 

H WxOw^ yJtwvvNt ,W \^«^> K^r rf the I airerse pro- 
uXKSivN U Jv^v^ .W v>*«* v^^ the IVited American States, 
^ ii*^N . V> K*..M.^ i» ¥|^ * f«i^i^rt\a Crtead aaMac the 
^ V *♦ l."^* vX t^ etrt^V.^ v^t UVfty and ii 
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ence oq a lasting foundation ; it becomes us' to set apart a 
day for gratefulrfr acknowledging the Divine goodness, and 
celebratiiig the important event which we owe to His benign 
interposition. 

The several brigades are to be assembled for this purpose 
at nine o'clock tomorrow morning, when their Chaplains will 
communicate the intelligence contained in the Postscript to 
the Pennsylvania Gazette of the second instant, and offer up 
a Thanksgiving, and deliver a discourse suitable to the 
occasion. 

At half past ten o'clock a cannon will be fired, which is 
to be a signal for the men to be under arms. The Brigade 
Inspectors will then inspect their dress and arms, form the 
battalions according to the instructions given them, and .an- 
nounce to the commanding officers of brigades that the bat* 
talions are formed. The Brigadiers and Commandants will 
then appoint the field officers to command the battalions ^ 
after which, each battalion will be ordered to load and 
ground their arms. — At half past eleven, another cannon 
will be fired as a signal for the march ; on which the several 
brigades will begin their march by wheeling to the right by 
platoons, and proceed by the nearest way to the left of their 

Sound, in the new position that will be pointed out by the 
rigade Inspectors. — A third signal will be given, on which 
there will be a discharge of thirteen cannon ; when the 
thirteenth has fired, a running fire of the infantry will begin 
on the right of Woodford's and continue throughout the whol^ 
front line ; it will then be taken up on the left of the second 
line and continue to the ri^t-~on a signal given, the whole 
arn^ will huzza — Long Uoe the King of France ! 

The artillery will then begin again, and fire thirteen 
rounds. This will be succeeded by a second general dis^- 
charge of the musketry in a running fire — Huzza ! long live 
the Friendly Ewopean Powers! Then the last discharge 
of thirteen pieces of artillery will be given, followed by a 
general running fkre-^Huzxa jot the American Slates ! 

Agreeably to the above orders, His Excellency General 
Washington, his lady and suite, Lord Stirling, the Countess 
of Stirling, with other General officers and ladies, attended 
at nine o'clock at the Jersey brigade, when the Postscript 
mentioned above was read, and after a prayer a suitable dis- 
course delivered to Lord Stirling's division by the Rev. Mr, 
Hunter. 
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unexampred sufferiogs, the soldiers exercised a degree of 
patience and fortitude, which reflects on them the highest 
honor, and which ought ever to entitle them to the gratitude 
of their coimtrj. Ihe army indeed was not without conso- 
lation, for his Excellency the Commander in Chief, whom 
every .soldier venerates and loves, manifested a fatherly 
concern and fellow feeling for their sufferings, and made 
every exertion in his power to remedy the evil, and to ad- 
minister the much desired relief. Being authorized by 
Congress, he reluctantly resorted to the unpopular expedient 
of taking provisions from the mhabitants by force, and thus 
procured a small supply for immediate oecessity.* This 
was the unhappy condition of that i^rmy, on whom General 
Washington had to rely for the defence of every thbg held 
most dear by Americans, and this too, while situated within 
sixteen miles of a powerful adversary, with a greatly supe- 
rior army of veterans, watching with a vigilant eye for an 
opportunity to effect its destruction. But a fact which 
excites the greatest indignation and astonishment, is, that at 
the critical period above menti(med, a party in Congress, in 
cmicert with General Conway, was endeavoring to remove 
General Washington from the supreme command. If the 
American army is to be annihilated, and the cause of our 
country sacrificed, to gratify individual ambition, then is 
there a faction ripe for the execution of the object. No 
man, perhaps, ever had a greater combination of vexatious 
evils, and uncontrollable obstacles to encounter, than this 
incomparable patriot and warrior ; and no one surely ever 
possessed in a mc^re eminent degree, the peculiar talents 
and qualities requisite for the discharge of the important 
duties assigned him in his elevated station. He has acquired 
the full confidence of every faithful oiBcer and soldier under 
his command, and his wisdom and judgment are considered 
adequate to the most trying exigences. He rises in the midst 
of distress, and gains strength by misfortunes. The Assem- 
bly of Pennsylvania, and a certain party in our Congress, 

* It was on this occaaon that a foreign oflicer of diatinetion, said to a friend of 
mine, that he deapaxred of our Independenec, for while walking with General 
Waahington, along the soldiers' huis, he heard from many Toices echoing through 
the open crevices between the logs, ** no pay ^ no clothe; no prooinons, no rum," 
and when a miserable being was seen flitting from one hut to another, his nakedness 
was only covered by a dirty blanket. It will be diificiilt to form a just conception 
of the emotions of grief and sorrow which must have harrowed op the soul of oor 
illnstrious patriot and philanthropist. In this darkening hour of adversity, any man 
who possesses less firmness than Washington, would despair of our Independence. 
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entertain an idea that the royal army was permitted to take 
possession of Philadelphia by the timidity^ or by the excess- 
ive caution of our Commander in Chief. It is well known, 
that from necessity he has evinced himself more the disciple 
of Fabias Maximus than of Marcellus. He temporizes, and 
acts on the defensive, when a superior force, and the pe- 
culiar circumstances of his army compel him to adopt such 
conduct. But no one will deny that he has displayed the 
greatest courage in opposing danger, and the greatest pres* 
ence of mind in retreating from it. He has perplexed the 
enemy by his judicious mameuvres, and braved him fre- 
quently in his camp ; and it is by his superior generalship, 
and the unfailing resources of his mind, that the enemy was 
not sooner in possession of Philadelphia, and that our feeble, 
half starved, naked army, has not been entirely destroyed. 
The candidates who have been named to supersede his Ex- 
cellency in the supreme command, are Generals l^ee, 
Mifflin, Gates, and Conway. Lee has many advocates in 
his favor. Mifflin has no claim, and it is believed n6 desire, 
to be elevated to this highly re^onsible station. The 
splendid achievement of General Gates at Saratoga is aus- 
picious to his preferment, but even the officers ai)d soldiers 
who served under him in the northern army, would not wil- 
lingly yield their attachment to their beloved Washington, 
in whose wisdom and judgment they repose such unbounded 
confidence. It is most unfortunate that Congress appears to 
be split into factions at this eventful period, when the salva- 
tion of our country depends cm the harmony and unanimity in 
our councils. A strong party exists in this body, who are 
exerting every nerve to effect their favorite scheme of ele- 
vating General Gates to the supreme command. This gen- 
tleman is made the object of their applause, and caresses, 
though he has been deficient in duty and respect in his offi- 
cial station, in not communicating to the Commander in 
Chief the important intelligence of the capture of General 
Burgoyue and his army. General Conway, a French gentle* 
man, has been appointed by Congress, Inspector General, 
with the rank of Major General, over a number of briga- 
diers of regular standing, and this, even when it was notorf- 
ous, that he was inimical to the Commander in Chief, and 
the author of letters in which his Excellency's character is 
basely aspersed and calumniated. These unhappy dissen- 
sions and jealousies, occasion the greatest solicitude in our 
army, and consequences of a fatal tendency are seriously 
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apprehended. The brigadiers and a number of colonels 
have remonstrated in strong terms to Congress respecting 
the preferment of General Conwaj. The machinations of 
this insolent foreigner have at length recoiled on his own 
head. Having by his vile intrigue, and iDSufferable effront- 
erj, rendered himself an object ojf disgust in his station, he 
has been induced to resign his commission, and has with- 
drawn himself from the army.* On this serious occasion, 
the character of Washington was found unassailable, and it 
shines with redoubled lustre. His Excellency displays a 
noble magnanimity, in overlooking a want of confidence in his 
skill and judgment in his profession. Envy and malice are 
ever attendant on exalted station and superior merit. 

Albany, May I6ih. — ^In various parts of this state, the 
inhabitants are constantly infested with a banditti of tories 
and other villains, following the practice of robbii^ and plun- 
dering, stealing horses and. cattle, and often committing 
murder on those who oppose them ; and even on innocent 
persons. A number of these vile wretches have been ap- 
prehended and condemned ; two of them were executed 
yesterday. They had been convicted of robbing the house 
of Mr. Van Ness, whose son, being a captain in our militia, 
was taken by them and cruelly murdered. The crimmals 
were conducted to the gallows by a guard of soldiers, and 
were attended by a prodigious number of spectators. They 
manifested, at the gallows, the most agonizing horrors. One 
of them held m his hand a bible till the halter deprived him 
of the power of holding it. Had this sacred volume been 



* General Conwaj, after hurengnation, was challenged b^ General Cadwallader, 
for his conduct, and in the combat he received a wound which he supposed to be a 
mortal one, and eonceivinc death to be near at hand» he conducted hon<Nrablj in 
addressing to Generd Waiuiington, whom he had perfidiously slandered, the billow- 
ing letter of apology. 

" PkOadelphiat February 2Sd, 1778. 
SiK — ^I find njself just able to hold m^ pen during a few minutes, and take this 
opportnnity of ezpreHing my aincere gnef ibr having done, written, or said, any 
tmng disagreeable to your Elzcellency. My career will soon be over, therefore 
justice and truth prompt me to declare' my last sentiments. You are in my eyes the 
great and good man. May you long enjoy the love, esteem, and veneration of 
those states, whose liberties you have asserted by your virtues. 

I am, with the greatest respect. 
Tour Excellency's 

Moat obedient and humble servant. 

THS. CONWAY." 

Further particulars relative to this unpleasant business may be found in the char- 
acters of Lee, Gates, and Conway, in the Appendix. 
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his companion in esrijr life, it might have bean the ineans of 
averting this awful and untimely 2eath. 

20th.— I attended the judicial court at the Ctt^ Hall (or 
the trial of a number of criminals accused of house robberj, 
horse stealing, and murder, among the defenceless inhabit- 
ants of our frontiers. No less than ten of these miscreants 
were arraigned at the bar. The jury brought in a verdict 
1 of gailty against the whole number. Judge John Jay, who 
' officiated on the bench, prononnced the awful sentence of 
death, and addressed them in a ver^ solemn and affecting 
manner, calculated to rouse them to a sense of their dread- 
ful condition, and in a moving and pathetic strain, enjoined it 
on them to prepare to meet their Qod. This seene was 
rendered die more melancholy by obswving among the crim- 
inals a groy headed man of seventy years, and his son about 
twenty. The criminality of the son admits of some exten- 
uation from his ignorance aad the example of his father. 
The youth was afterwarsis pardwied ; but the old man, with 
several others, expiated their crimes by a public execution 
on the gallows. 

In the town of Schoharie, about thirty miles from this city, 
a compai^ of our troops, under the comiiMutd of Captain 
Patrielc, has been for some time stationed for the purpose of 
guarding the inhabitants against the incursions and cruel rav- 
ages of the Indians and tories. We have just received the 
nelancfaoly intelligeDce, that about two hiuMJlred Indians and 
their tory allies, tell on our party by surprise, killed the 
eaptaiB and all bat fifteen men, and most of the inhabitants 
shared the same miserable fate. The bodies were cut 
and mangled in a savage manner, and some of them were 
scalped. 

Jwnt Isf. — -Orders have been received for the removal of , 
our hospital from this city to the High Lands, on tiie Hudson 
river, where our whole army, it is said, is about to assemble. 
During my reudeooe in this city, i have contracted but a 
limited acquaintance with the inhabitants. They are chiefly 
Low Dutch, and not much inclined to associate with stran- 
gers. There are however, several families t^ respectabil- 
ity and fashion, who have tiJcen refuge here from New Yoi^, 
Among whom are some amiable and accomplished ladies, in 
whose society I have been permitted to enjoy a social mter- 
course. The charming Miss M. H. has captivated the 
heart, and is destined to receive the hand of my excellent 
I'riend, Dr. W. P. S., an auspicious uni<n of coi^oial souls. 
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But in military life our associates must be chiefly those of a 
military character. In a society of about thirty profes* 
sional gentlemen, harmonizing in similar pursuits and inclina- 
tions, our sympathies and mutual pleasures are mingled, and 
raised to a state of the purest enjoyment. We are now to . 
' be separated and subjected to vicissitudes and incidents be- 
yond our calculation. Three of our number are to continue 
with the sick in this place, and the remainder are destined 
to a new situation. 

* 5th, — We embarked with our hospital stores and baggage 
on board of a sloop, and proceeded with a fair wind down 
the Hudson. In the evening we landed at Kinderhook, a 
small town on the bank of the river. 

Itk. — Arrived at Fishkill, where we replenished our stock 
of provisions. 

IQth. — Proceeded on our voyage, took in a pilot at New 
Windsor, lodged on board, and on the 11th, reached the 
place of our destination, landed our stores and baggage, and 
took possession of the house which we are to occupy for a 
hospital. This house was erected by Colonel Beverly Rob- 
inson, a respectable gentleman from Scotland, for his sum- 
mer residencfe, but being induced to adhere to the British 
interest, he has, with his excellent family, removed to New 
York, and thereby forfeited his large estate. This is a 
spacious and very convenient buildings situated on the east- 
ern bank of the Hudson, about two miles from West Point, 
which is on the opposite shore. Robinson's house, with the 
out buildings, is found very convenient for a hospital ; the 
farm and gardens are very extensive, affording excellent 

f pasturing for horses and cows, and containing three or four 
arge orchards abounding in fruit of various descrij[^tions. In 
the location of a country seat, the judgment of Colonel 
Robinson is not much to be admired, unless he was guided 
altogether by a taste for romantic singularity and novelty. 
It is surrounded on two sides by hideous mountains and dreary 
forests, not a house in view, and but one within a mile. The 
Hudson, which washes the borders of this farm, affords a 
facility of communication with New York and with Albany ; 
and the excursion up or down the river is truly romantic ; 
nature exhibits a diversified scenery of wild mountains, 
<^raggy precipices, and noble lofty cliffs, on each side of the 
river, which at this place is about one mile wide. The bank 
on the west side is formed by a large mountain called But- 
terhill, and that on the east by another named Brecknock. 

17 
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At a small dbtance south of Robinsoo's is a remarkable bluff, 
whose rocky cliffs ascend almost perpendicularly from the 
water's edge to the height of about twelve or fifteen hundred 
feet. 

This, from its singular form and appearance, is known by 
the name of ^Snihony^s JVbM. Not far from Robinson's 
house is Sugar Loaf Mountain, covered , with various kinds 
of forest trees. 

12th. — ^A little party, consisting of three gentlemen 
of the hospital and myself, resolved on the attempt to as- 
cend to the summit of Sugar Loaf Mountain, which from 
its rude acclivity is deemed almost inaccessible. It 
was with great difficulty and fatigue that we effected our 
purpose, holding by the limbs and bushes, while the decayed 
wood and loose stones sliding from under our feet, kept us in 
continual fear of a fatal fall. Having reached the summit, 
we contemplated with amazement the sublime scene which 
opened to our view. Looking down as from a cloud, we 
beheld the Hudson, resembling a vast canal cut through 
mountains of stupendous magnitude, a few boats playing on 
its surface were scarcely visible. But to the pen of the 
poet and the pencil of the painter, be consigned the task of 
describing the wonders of nature there exhibited, in the 
form of huge mountains, rocky cliffs, and venerable forests, 
in one confused mass. From this summit too, we have a 
most interesting view of the fortress and garrison of West 
Point. Fort Putnam, on its most elevated part, the several 
redoubts beneath, and the barracks on the plam below, with 
numerous armed soldiers in active motion, all defended by 
the most formidable machinery of war, combine to form a 
picturesque scenery of peculiar interest, which can be 
heightened only when from the cannon's mouth issue fire and 
smoke, and the earth trembles with its roar and thunder. 
While musing on the rich scenery, we observed a num^ 
ber of large rocks, which seemed to have but a slender 
hold at their bases, we conceived that it would not be diffi- 
cult to undermine and precipitate them down the steep pre- 
cipice. Having a consultation to decide on the most eligible 
mode of effecting our purpose, we resolutely commenced 
the laborious euterprize ; destitute of every kind of utensil, 
we procured each one a limb of a sapling, with which we 
burrowed away the earth, and soon perceived the happy 
effects of our industry ; the rock began to totter, and soon 
forced its way through trees and bushes down the precipice 
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into the river. Among other curiosities we viewed tb^ path 
made by the descent of Putnam's rock. Colonel Rufus 
Putnam ascended this mountain with forty men, who were, 
for amusement, employed about two days, in precipitating 
from its summit a rock of many tons weight into the river. 
Such was the force of this ponderous body, that in its pas- 
sage it cut down trees of a large size, and nothing could 
impede its course till it fell with a tremendous crash into 
the river. The rock was of such size, that a part of it 
remained above water, and Colonel Putnam, standing on its 
top, holding in his hand a bottle of spirits, gave to it the 
name of Putnam's rock. 

July 2d. — By Dr. Brown, Surgeon General, just arrived 
from Philadelphia, we are favored with the intelligence that 
commissioners have arrived from the British government 
with new proposals for the purpose of a reconciliation be- 
tween the two countries. It appears that in consequence 
of the capture of General Burgoyne and his army, the Par- 
liament had manifested great mortification and alarm, and 
have been induced to pass some acts, with a view of recon- 
ciliation, more consistent with the just claims of America 
than those formerly declared. The royal commissioners 
have presented to our Congress their proposals for a mutual 
adjustment of existing difficulties, couched in such plausible, 
and apparently conciliatory language, as to excite serious 
apprehensions that it may occasion considerable disaffection 
among the people, if not division m our public councils. 
Fears are entertained by many, in and out of Congress, that 
the expedient now adopted by Parliament may be ptoductive 
of the consequences which the authors probably intended, 
that of relaxation and delay in our military preparations. 
There is, however, a very important and radical defect in 
the terms proposed by the commissioners ; they are not 
authorized to treat with Congress on the principles of Inde* 
pendency, but still adhere to the idea of a reunion of the 
States, as colonies, under the government of Great Britain. 
Firm in their determination, never to relinquish this fund^ 
mental principle, the Congress unanimously rejected the 
proffered conditions, and it is morally certain that no terms 
short of an explicit acknowledgment of our Independence, 
will ever be accepted. A v^ry animated address has been 
published by Congress to their constituents, respecting the 
terms proposed by the commbsioners, in which they observe, 
that " the haughty Prince who spurned us from his feet mth 
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contumiely and disdain, and the Parliament who proscribed 
us, now descend to offer terms of accommodation. Whilst 
in the full career of victory, they pulled off the mask and 
avowed despotism. But having lavished in vain the blood 
and treasure of their subjects, in pursuit of this execrable 
purpose,^ they now endeavor to ensnare us with insidious 
offers of peace. They would seduce us into a dependence 
which necessarily and inevitably leads to the most humiliat- 
ing slavery. And do they believe you will accept these 
iatal terms because you have suffered the distresses of war ? 
Do they suppose that you will basely lick the dust before 
the feet of your destroyers ? Can there be a man so lost 
to the feelings that adorn human nature, to the generous 
pride, the elevation, the dignity of freedom ? Is there a 
man who would not abhor a dependence on those who have 
deluged his country in the blood of its inhabitants ? We 
cannot suppose this, neither can we suppose that they them- 
selves expect to make many converts. What then is their 
intention } Is it not to lull you with the fallacious hopes 
of peace, till they can assemble new armies to prosecute 
their nefarious designs f If this is not the case, why do 
they meanly court each little tyrant of Europe to sell 
them his unhappy slaves ? Why do they continue to 
embitter the minds of the savages against you ? Surely 
this is not the way to conciliate the affections of America. 
Be not deceived »^^ The address then proceeds to encourage 
the people with the fairest prospect of success in the full 
establishment of their liberty and independence. The most 
powerful incentives to perseverance and exertion are held 
forth as the means of vanquishing the foes of our country. 
" Above all bring forward your armies into the field. Trust 
not to appearances of peace or safety. Be assured that 
unless you persevere you will be exposed to every species 
of barbarity ; but if you exert the means of defence which 
God and nature have given you, the time will soon arrive 
when every man shall sit under his own vine, and under his 
own tig tree, and there shall be none to make him afraid." 

Sd.—A great degree of dissatisfaction has prevailed for 
some time among the officers of our army. At the com- 
mencement of the war, a considerable proportion of our 
officers, it is presumed, engaged in the service from the 
purest motives of patriotism ; some, doubtless, were actu- 
ated by pecuniary views, or influenced by the novelty of the 
employment, and with the expectation that the contest would 
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be of short continuance. These incentives appear in a great 
measure to have vanished. The active spirit of patriotism 
is not to be considered as inexhaustible ; vshen it has made 
the most liberal personal sacrifice, it is disposed to languish 
and to resign its duties to others who hold an equal stake in 
the public weal. The military commission, which in other 
armies is eagerly sought for, and prized, as entitling the 
bearer to the post of honor and profit, is in ours held in little 
estimation, and in some instances it is scarcely considered 
as reputable. The paper money in which our army is paid, 
has greatly depreciated, and an officer can with difficulty 
realize an adequate support while in camp, and those who 
have families dependant on them, are reduced to the great- 
est embarrassments. Many officers, when commissioned, 
relinquished lucrative professions, or employments, and are 
devoting the most precious portion of life to the service of 
their country. When we contemplate the destitute condi- 
tion which may be- his lot at the close of the war, or the 
wretched circumstances in which he may be called to leave 
his family in case he should not survive this period, no one 
can be surprised that he is dissatisfied in his present situa- 
tion, and that he claims from the public a more ample re- 
muneration. These considerations will account for the nu- 
merous resignations which have taken place, and which have 
occasioned the Commander in Chief much anxiety and con- 
cern. Apprehending that he should be deprived of the 
iservices of many meritorious officers, his Excellency Gen- 
eral Washington made a feeling representation to Congress 
relative to the subject. A committee of that honorable 
body has been appointed to confer with the general, and in 
concert with him, to make and recommend such new ar- 
rangements as should appear eligible. His Excellency 
strongly recommended a half pay establishment, which he 
conceived was indispensably necessary, to induce the officers 
to continue in the service, and cheerfully discharge their 
respective duties, as many have already resigned, and appli- 
cation for it is frequently made by others. Besides adopting 
some method to make the provision to officers equal to their 
present exigencies, a due regard should be paid to futurity. 
^' Nothing, in my opinion," says his Excellency, " would 
serve more powerfully to reanimate their languishing zeal, 
und interest them thoroughly in the service than a half pay 
establishment." This conference and representation pro- 
duced the desired effect. Congress being convinced of the 
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propriety and necessity of making farther provision for the 
encouragement of their armj, resolved unanimously^ that all 
military officers, commissioned by Congress, who now are, 
or hereafter may be, in the service of the United States, 
and shall continue therein during the war, shall, after the 
conclusion of it, be entitled to receive annually for the term 
of seven years, if they live so long, one half of the present 
pay of such officers. They further resolved unanimously, 
that every non-commissioned military officer, or soldier, who 
has enlisted or shall enlist in the service of these States 
during the war, and shall continue therein to the end thereof, 
shall be entitled to receive a further reward of eighty dol- 
lars at the expiration of the war. 

4th. — Intelligence has reached us that the royal army, 
under the command of General Sir Henry Clinton, has evac- 
uated Philadelphia, and while marching through Jersey to 
New York, General Washington attacked them near Mon- 
mouth court house, on the 28th of June, aiid a warm engage- 
ment ensued. This contest was conducted with military 
ardor and spirit, on the side of both armies ; but was not on so 
broad a scale as to prove very decisive in its consequences. 
Each side, it is said, claims the victory ; but allowing the 
honor to be equally divided, the etiemy is incomparably 
the greatest sufferer. If reports are accurate, the loss of 
the royalists consists of four officers, and two hundred and 
forty-five rank and file killed, and left in the field buried by 
our people ; one thousand two hundred and forty-five wound- 
ed ; one hundred and seventeen prisoners ; and one thousand 
five hundred and seventy-two deserted during the march ; 
total of their loss, after they left Philadelphia, according to 
accounts circulated, three thousand one hundred and eighty- 
nine. Of the continentals, according to returns, sixty-nine 
were killed, one hundred and forty-two wounded, and about 
one hundred missing. The intense heat of the weather, 
great fatigue, and drinking cold water, proved fatal to about 
sixty or eighty men of each party. General Washington 
commanded in person on this memorable day. He was ex- 
posed to every danger while encouraging and animating his 
troops, and his presence and example were of the utmost 
importance during the day. After tne action, at night, he 
laid down in his cloak under a tree, with the expectation of 
recommencing the battle in the morning, but the royal army 
silently retreated during the night without being pursued. 
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One unfortunate circumstance occurred on this occasion, 
which created considerable enibarrassment, and deranged 
the plan, of operations. Major General Lee was ordered by 
the CoDunander in Chief, to advance and attack the enemy's 
rear, so soon as a proper opportunity should offer. Having 
approached very near, instead of engaging, he suffered his 
troops to retreat in some confusion, f On learning this, his 
Excellency was exceedingly mortified and astonished ; 
coming up to General Lee, and meeting part of his corps in 
their flight, he with same warmth inquired the cause of his 
retreat, and addressed General Lee in language which im-^ 
plied censure. The high spirited Lee could not brook the 
slightest appearance of disapprobation, and replied with an 
air of disrespect. He, however, requested of his Excel- 
lency fresh orders for the conduct of his corps, and these he 
promptly obeyed, and discovered no want of bravery in the 
field. ^ But, unable to quell the rankling of a turbulent tem- 
per, be addressed after the battle, two letters to the Com* 
mander in Chief, containing improper and disrespectful 
expressions. As if in defiance of superior authority, he 
demanded a trial by a court martial, that he might have an 
opportunity of vindicating his conduct, in consequence of 
which his Excellency has put him under arrest to await his 
trial. 

ith. — Congress have passed a vote of thanks to General 
Washington and his army, for their brave cmiduct at the 
battle of Monmouth. 

8th. — I accompanied Dr. Woodruff to Fishkill village, 
about fourteen niiles. Dined at the hospital with our old 
friends, Drs. Adams and Eustis. They are pleasantly situ* 
ated in a secure retreat, for the accommodation of our sick 
and wounded soldiers. 

It is expected the French government will lend us their 
assistance and co-operation against our English adversaries. 
It is asserted that a powerful French fleet will soon arrive 
on our coast. 

I6th, — His Excellency the Commander in Chief visited 
West Point, to take a view of the works which are con- 
structing there. His arrival was announced by the discharge 
of thirteen cannon, the number of the United States. 

20th. — Having a number of sheep running at large in the ' 
woods belonging to our hospital, and being in want of mutton, 
I was induced to assist the slaughterers with my gun against 
these harmless animals. In pursuit of this game, I devoted 
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most o{ the day, and a single sheep onlj was the reward of 
my labor and fatigue. On my return, I was accused of 
want of skill as a marksman, and Dr. Prescott challenged 
me to decide our superiority by firing at a mark ; the chal-^ 
lenge accepted, we placed an object at the end of our 
garden. After the third fire, we were checked by an un- 
pleasant incident. Several horses were grazing in a field 
directly in Qur range, and one of them, a valuable animal, 
received a ball through his body. The wound on examina-* 
tion was found to be fatal, the skill of the surgeon could 
avail nothing, and to add to our chagrin, we were informed 
that the animal was the property of Brigadier General 
Glover, and was by him highly prized. We soon received a 
billet from the general, and on waiting on him at West 
Point, to adjust the terms of settlement, he demanded the 
cost of the liorse, which was one hundred and fifty dollars. 
Justice and honor required that we should promptly comply 
with his demand. A soldier who had the charge of the 
horses, informed us that one of the balls struck the ground 
within a yard of his feet ; had the poor fellow been the 
victim, the catastrophe would have been much more melan-* 
choly ; but the event is sufficiently unfortunate to deter us 
from again sporting with our guns at random shot. 

Zlth, — Colonel Malcome, from West Point, with his 
much admired lady, and several other officers, favored us 
with their company to dine ; we treated our polite guests 
with all the civilities and all the comforts in our power, and 
the cheering glass was not removed till evening, when we 
accompanied them to the river side, and finished two bottles 
of port on board their barge. 

28(A.^^Agreeably to invitation, the gentlemen of our 
hospital returned the visit to Colonel Malcome, at West 
Point, and were entertained in the most genteel manner. 

Here I had the pleasure of being introduced to Colonel 
Thaddeus Kosciusko, a gentleman of distinction from Poland, 
Having recently arrived in our country, he is employed in 
the engineer department, with the rank of colonel. He has 
amused himself while stationed on this point, in laying out a 
curious garden in a deep valley, abounding more in rocks 
than soil. I was gratified in viewing his curious water foun- 
tain, with spouting jets and cascades.* 



* Kosciusko was a favorite of the King of Poland, but having doped with a 
beautiful lad/ of high rank, tbcy were overtaken in. their flight by her lather, who 
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The public mind is now in a state of excitement, occa- 
sioned by the improper proceedings of the royal commis- 
sioners for restoring peace. They have made a second 
communication to Congress, but still witt|out any intimation 
of the recognition of the Independence of the United States ; 
but address them on the supposition, that the people of Ame- 
rica are still the subjects of the crown of Britain. This 
last communication is drafted with much art and address, 
calculated to excite jealousies and division among the people. 
Not content with their public declarations, and proposals 
addressed to Congress, they have actually descended to 
the dishonorable act of insidious offers to corrupt some dis- 
tinguished individuals. Governor Johnstone, one of the com- 
missioners, with inexcusable effrontery, offered a bribe to 
Mr. Reed, a member of Congress. In an interview with 
Mrs. Ferffuson, of Philadelphia, whose husband is a royalist, 
he desired that she would mention to Mr. Reed, that if he 
would engage his interest to promote the object of their 
commission, he might have any office in the colonies, in the 
gift of his Britannic majesty, and ten thousand pounds in hand. 
Having solicited an interview with Mr. Reed, Mrs. Ferguson 
made her communication. Spurning the idea of being purchas- 
ed, he replied, ^' that he was not worth purchasing, but such 
as he was, the king of Great Britain was not rich enough 
to do it.'' Congress declined all further intercourse with 
the commissioners, and terminated their attempts at negotia- 
tion, unless. their royal master would first withdraw his fleets 
and armies, or expressly acknowledge the Independence of 
the United States. In order to demonstrate their most 
pointed indignation against such daring attempts to corrupt 
their integrity, they resolved, that it was incompatible with 
their honor to hold any further intercourse with George 
Johnstone, Esquire, more especially to negotiate with him 
on affairs in which the cause of liberty and virtue are inter- 
ested. 

We are just informed of a new order of fanatics, who 
have recently introduced themselves into our country, pre- 
tending to be a religious sect ; but if reports be true, they 
are a disgrace both to religion and to human nature. They 



oiade a violent attempt to rmcnm his daughter. KoMinsko was ledaced to the al- 
ternatiTe of destrojing the parent or of abandoning the object of his affections, 
pisdaining the atroeioos deed, he sheathed his sword, and loon lUter, havins obtain- 
ed permisnon of his sovereign to quit Poland, he resorted to Arorrica, mrnre he 
resolyed to exercise his gallantry in a new sphere of action. 

18 
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tire called Shaking Quakers, or Daiacing Quakers, though 
they have no affinity either in principle or character to the 
established order of Quakers. Their leader is a female by 
the name of Ann Lee, niece of General Lee, of our army. 
She is lately from England, and has brought over with her a 
few followers^ and has had the address to seduce several 
individuals of our country to her party. She is known by 
the appellation of Mother Ann, and pretends to have receiv- 
ed a revelation from heaven. The method which they 
practise under the idea of religious worship, is so obviously 
linplous, lis to exceed the bounds of cr^ibility ; but we 
have the particulars from eye witnesses, who have been 
admitted to fheir midnight orgies. They spend whole nights 
in their revels, and exhibit the ilidst unbecoming scenes, 
violating all rules of propriety and decency. Both sexes, 
nearly divested of clothing, fall to dancing in extravagant 
postures, uid frequently whirl themselves round on one leg 
with inconceivable rapidity, till they fall apparently lifeless 
on the floor. A spectator asserts, that the lantastic contor- 
tions of body in which their pretended religious exercises 
consist, bear the semblance of supematuriU impulse, and 
that no imagination can form an adequate idea of the extra- 
vagant conduct of these infatuated people — a burlesque on 
all moral and religious principle.* 

High Land$^ ^^tgtad Sd. — I am now to notice one of 
the most dreadful instances of perfidious savage cruelty that 
can perhaps be found on the records of history. However 
incredible the particulars may appear, they are found 
in various publications, and received as indubitable facts. 
Nor would I tarnish a page with the diabolical transac- 
tioM, till the detailed account has been incontrovertibly 
established. At a place <m the eastern branch of the Sus- 
quehannah river, was a flourishing settlement called Wyo- 
ming. It consisted of eight townships, containing one thou* 
sand families ; and such was the zeal with which they 
espoused the cause of America, that they voluntarily raised 
about one thousand soldiers for the continental army. The 
climate and soil of this territoir are admirably adapted to 
the production of grain, hemp, iruit, and stock of all kinds. 
The inhabitants of this secluded spot, might have lived in 



* Hm wd Miw tiwioiiiMtiiii Skakiu Qmkcny m aa wdMlj and civil piM l e ; 
Umj have rendared theoiMlrw ramarktfil* ibr i iid i iij i ami iagMmtjy aad mx tnir 
paiticalv attaatioa to agriculturt tad the Mtrhmir arts. 
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the enjoyment of all the faanpiness which results from har- 
mony and the purest natural affection. But nnfortuoatelj 
they suffered themselves to be divided by the turbulent spirit 
of party, distinguished b^^ the epithet of whig and torv. 
When this rancorous spirit was permitted to disclose itself, 
animosities arose to such an astonishing height, as to sever 
the tenderest ties of family friendship, and the dearest cour 
nexions. Many of the active inhabitants, influenced bv 
malice and revenge, abandoned their plantations, forsooii: 
their neighbors and friends, and allied themselves with the 
savages, whom they instigated and assisted in the barbarous 
work of slaughter and death among their friends. The inha- 
bitants, on receiving intellige^ce that an enterprise was j^re- 
jiaring against them, and sensible of their perilous situation, 
threw up entrenchments iB^nd redoubts, to aefend themselves 
against the gathering storm. About the first of July last, 
the ferocious enemy, consisting of one thousand six hundred 
tories, Indians, and half-blooded Endishmen, approached the 
settlement, and were jperceived lurking about their borders. 
This motley combination was commanded hy a Colonel John 
Butler, a tory refugee, and others, no less inhuman and cruel 
than their savage allies. In order to lull the inhabitants into 
security, the enemy several times sent Daessages to the set- 
tlers, that they had no hostile designs against them, and the 
treadierous Butlei himself declared, that he should not mq- 
lest them the present season. The inhabitants, however, had 
reason to distrust their professions, and those capable of 
bearing arms, were immediately embodied under tne com- 
mand of Colonel Zeb. Butler, cousin to the commander of 
the ravages. The women and children were directed to 
take refuge in the forts. The enemy apprpached, a^d pre- 
tending they were desirous of a parley, proposed that Colo- 
nel Zeb. Butler should meet them at 3ome distance from 
the fort for that purpose. He complied, but for safety, took 
with him four hundred armed men. This proved to be a 
fatal stratagem ; he soon found himself surrounded aqd 
attacked on .every side. He and his little party defended 
themselves with great firmness and bravery ; and the com- 
mander, with about twenty of his men, finally made their 
escape. The enemy now rushed on and invested the fort, 
whidi they cannonaded most of the day ; and horrid to re- 
late, when they sent in a demand for the surrender, it was 
accompanied by one hundred and ninety-six bloody scalps 
taken irom those who had just been slain. Colonel Denni- 
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son, on whom the command of the fort had devolved, de- 
fended himself till most of his men had fallen by his side, 
when he went out with a flag, to inquire what terms would 
be granted him on surrendering the garrison ? He received 
from the ferocious Butler, a reply in two words, " the 
hatchet.^^ Colonel Dennison- was finally obliged to surrender 
at discretion, still retaining a hope of mercy. But he was 
wofully mistaken, the threat of Butler was rigorously exe- 
cuted ; after selecting a few prisoners, the remainder of 
the people, including women and children, were enclosed in 
houses and barracks, which were immediately set on fire, 
and the whole consumed together. Another fort was near 
at hand, in which were seventy continental soldiers ; on sur- 
rendering without conditions, these were, to a man, butcher- 
ed in a barbarous manner ; when the remainder of the men, 
women, and children were shut up in the houses, and the 
demons of hell glutted their vengeance, in beholding their 
destruction in one general conflagration ! ! This tragical 
scene being finished, the merciless authors of it spread fire 
and sword throughout the settlement,' sparing however, the 
houses and farms of the tories ; they extended their cruel 
hands to the cattle in the field, shooting some, and cutting 
out the tongues of others, leaving them alive. The addi- 
tional particulars, from their unparalleled enormity, would 
not be recited here, were it not that they have been already 
promulgated from authentic sources. One of the prisoners, 
a Captain Badlock, was committed to torture, by having his 
body stuck full of splinters of pine knots, and a fire of dry 
wood made round him, when his two companions, Captains 
Ranson and Durkee, were thrown into the same fire, and 
held down with pitchforks, till consumed. One Partial 
Terry, the son of a man of respectable character, having 
joined the Indian party, several times sent his father word 
that he hoped to wash his hands in his hearths blood ; the mon- 
ster toith his oton hands murdered his father^ mother y brothersy 
and sisterSy stripped off their scalpsy and cut off his father^s 
head ! ! Thomas Terry, with his own hands butchered his own 
mothery his father-in-law y his sisters and their infant childr^ 
and exterminated the whole family ! A few individuals, mostly 
women and children, made their escape during the carnage 
of the day, and dispersed themselves, wandering in the 
woods, destitute of provision or covering, shuddering with 
terror and distress ; their suflerings must be extreme, and 
their fate uncertain. It is only in the infernal regions that 
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we can look for a parallel instance of unnatural wickedness. 
The cries of widows and orphans call for the avenging hand 
of heaven. The name of Colonel John BiUler^ ought to be 
consigned to eternal infamy, for the base treachery and cru- 
elty with which he betrayed his kinsman, Colonel Zeb. But- 
ler, a respectable American officer, while under the sanc- 
tion of a flag. 

Hh, — In company with Mr. Govemeur Morris and Dr. 
Brown, our Surgeon General, I rode to camp near White 
Plains ; waited on Colonel Scammel, Adjutant General, to 
inquire whether any regiment is destitute of a surgeon, as I 
am desirous of exchanging my present station for the office 
ef regimental surgeon. This object I might have effected, 
but Dr. Brown prevailed on me not to dissolve my connexion 
with the General Hospital at present. From camp I per- 
formed a journey to Bradford, and from thence to Danbury, 
in Connecticut. Dined with Drs. Eustis and Adams, at their 

Quarters at Bradford, and reached Danbury in the evening, 
^n my return, the dth, dined at a tavern in Crompond, and 
in the afternoon, I missed my road and my horse tired. I 
was directed into an obscure path through a thick forest, and 
arrived at the hospital late in the evening. Riding through 
a thick wood, my attention was arrested by a novel specta- 
cle : on a branch of a large oak about thirty feet high, I 
observed a monstrous black snake, suspended by a coil of its 
tail, his head and about half his length inclining downwards, 
basking in the sun. It appeared about two yards in length, 
and the size of a man's arm. Its skin was of a jet black, 
and its prominent sparkling black eyes were very beautiful. 
He viewed me as I passed with the fierceness of a tiger ; 
but discovering none of those fascinating charms by which 
our credulous mother Eve was so wofully beguiled, and dis- 
daining the whole progeny of deceivers, I passed on without 
viewing him as an object of my civilities. 

1th. — An unusual number of patients have been brought 
into our hospital within a few days. Their diseases are 
putrid fever and dysentery, many of the cases appear so 
malignant, that it is feared, they will baffle all the skill of 
the physician. 

lOth. — ^A friend from Albany informs me, that three men, 
and two girls, have lately been sentenced to suffer death for 
murder and robbery. The two girls are sisters, and one of 
the men is their brother. Another brother was executed 
last autumn^ and their mother is now in prison, awaiting her 
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trkl for the same crime- The wemen h^A dki^ised them- 
selves in men's apparel, and united with the tories and In- 
dians in perpetrating the most inhuman cruelties and savage 
barbarities, among the defenceless and innocent inhabitants. 
It is time this ootorioiis family should be exterminated from 
the earth, as an awful example to those wretches who are 
still in the practice of similar crimes. 

One of the British ships in the harbor of New York, took 
fire by lightning and blew up ; the explosion shook the whole 
city like an earthquake, and excited great consternation 
among the inhabitants. 

fSkptemher 4t&, 1778. — ^A large French fleet has arrived 
on our coast, under the command of Count D'Estaing, and 
tias blocked ap tibe harbor of Newport. An army, chief- 
ly of militia and volunteers, from the New England 
States, with two brigades of continental troops, under 
cofflBOiand of Major General Sullivan, laid siege to the 
royal array on the island. From this land force, with the 
co-operation of the French fleet, very sanguine expectations 
were formed that the enterprise would have been crowned 
with success. But the English fleet appeared, and Count 
D'Estaing was induced to pursue tibem and to offer battle, 
when unfortunately a violent storm arose, by whicjh his fleet 
sufiered so considerably that the Count was obliged to quit 
the expedition, and proceed to Boston to repair his ships. 
Cieneral Sullivan's army continued several days on the island, 
besiegii^ the enemy, and finally a smart engagement ensued, 
in which "botii our regular troops and the militia, emulous of 
fame and glory, combatted the enemy during the day. The 
result of the contest was a repulse of the royal forces ; 
they retired from the field with considerable loss, and em- 
ployed themselves in fortifying their camp. In the absence 
of the French fleet. Sir Henry Clint<»i sent from New York 
large reenforcements, in consequence of which it was unan- 
imously agreed in a council of war, to retire from the island. 
The retreat was conducted by General Sullivan, with 
great judgment and discretion, without loss of men or bag- 

?tge, though in the face of an enemy of superior force, 
his exploit reflects great honor both on the general and the 
brave troops under his command. In the honors of this ex- 
pedition, and retreat, Major General Greene, and the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette participated conspicuously, but were 
greatly disappointed in the final result. 
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' Sfth. — ^Major (General Lee bas gone throi^h hia trial, be- 
fore a court martial, appointed for the purpose. The 
eharges exhibited against him were, 1st. Diftooedience of 
orders, in not attacking the enelhy on the 28th of June> 
agreeably to repeated instruciions. 2d. For misbehavionr 
before the enemy on the same day, in making an unnecessa- 
ry, disorderly, and shameful retreat. Sd. For disrespect to 
the Commander in Chief, in two letters dated June 28th, 
and July 1st. To these several charges the General made 
a very able and excellent defence ; particularizii^ all the 
circumstances attending the unhappy aflfair, and to the ut- 
most of his ability extenuating and vindicating his conduct. 
The court, nevertheless, pronounced him guilty, and their 
sentence ¥ras, ^^ that Major Creneral Lee be suspended from 
his command, in the armies of the United States, for the 
space of one year." This sentence is like a mortal wound 
lo the lofty aspiring spirit of General Lee ; few men are 
less calculated to sustam a rebuff to pride and ambitious 
views.* 

6<A.— A duel was foi^t a few days since between Gen- 
eral G. and Colonel W. Two shots were exchanged without 
bloodshed, and a reconciliation was effected. The gentle-* 
men, it is said, displayed a firmness and bravery becoming 
their rank and character, and have established their claim 
to the title of gentlemen of honor. As their courage has 
never been called in question, the present rencontre was 
unnecessary, unless it be to evince that they possess malice 
enough in their .hearts to commit a murderous deed. The 
example of superior officers will have great influence with 
those of inferior raidc, whether contendii^ with the dogs of 
isor, or in adjusting the minor points of honor. 

Sth, — Major General Putnam has arrived in this vicinity, 
with the division of Virginia and Maryland troops under his 
command, and they have encamped on the borders of the 
river. Brigadiers Woodford and Muhlenborg have taken up 
quarters in apartments in our hospital. This is my first 
interview with this celebrated hero. In his person he is 
corpulent and clumsy, but carries a bold, undaunted front. 
He exhibits little of the refinements of the well<*educated 
gentleman, but much of the character of the veteran soldier. 
He appears to be advanced to the age of about sixty years, 



* Aee A]vpafldtt, Ibr General Lee^s character and abuse of General Wash^ 
ington. 
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and it is fSamed of lum that he has in many instances, proved 
himself as brave as Cassar. He visited our hospital, and in-* 
quired with much solicitude into the condition of our patients ; 
observing a considerable number of men who were infect- 
ed with the ground itch, generated by laying on the ground, 
he inquired why they were not cured. I answered, ^^ be* 
cause we have no hog's lard to make ointment." '' Did you 
never," says the Oeneral, ^' cure the itch with tar and brim- 
stone ?" " No, Sir." *' Then," replied he good humoredly^ 
*< you are not fit for a doctor,"* 

Dr. Ferguson, secretary to the British commissioners, 
forwarded to Congress a declaration, signed by George 
Johnstone, respecting the resolve of Congress relative to 
his attempt on the fidelity of one of their members, which 
resolve he thinks to be calculated by Congress to delude the 
people of America, and to defeat the design of the commis* 
sioners in effecting an accommodation, which he says he 
would not prevent, and therefore declines acting any more 
as a commissioner. Another declaration signed by the three 
commissioners, Carlisle, Clinton, and Eden, in which they 
disclaim all knowledge of the conduct of Governor Johnstone, 
in tampering with a member of Congress, till they read it 
in the newspapers. This paper contains ungenerous reflec- 
tions on France, and intimates their astonishment that the 
Americans should prefer an alliance with France to a sub- 
mbsion to the government of England. This, their last man- 
ifesto, has been published, and by permission of Congress, 
circulated through the United States. It was addressed to 
the members of Congress, the members of the general 
assemblies or conventions of the several colonies, planta- 
tions, and provinces, and was to be in force forty days from 
the date. It offers a general or separate peace to the colo- 
nies, with the revival of their ancient government, secured 
against future infringements and protected forever from 
taxation by Great Britain, if they will relinquish their inde- 
pendence, break their faitii trith France, Congress ha/ving 
formed a treaty of alliance irith that nation, and submit to the 
British yoke. These, if not the positive, are the implied 
terms on which they offer peace. But if their terms are 
not complied with, then are we to expect more severe ex- 
pressions of British vengeance than we have hitherto expe- 
rienced. Hostilities are, they say, to be conducted in a 
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more rigorous and terrific form, that the United States may 
be rendered of lese importance to the French King^ their 
inveterate enemy, and our new ally. We are, therefore, 
if we persevere in our obstinacy, threatened with the cruel 
extremes of war, and a desolation of our country. This 
last manifesto contains a recital of what the commissioners 
term the blessings they are empowered to confer, and a 
warning of the continued train of evils to which the colonies 
are at present blindly and obstinately exposing themselves, 
&c. &c. The commissioners explicitly declared that they 
had neither aviharUy nor incKnoHon to acknowledge the colo- 
nies to be independent — and Congress having informed them 
that they would treat with Great Britain on no other terms, 
it put an end to the negotiation, and the commissioners, it is 
understood, are preparing to depart from the continent. 
The British government manifests extreme chagrin and dis- 
appointment, on account of the prosperous career of the 
United States, and are very indignant that their conceited 
omnipotent authority should be so presumptuously called in 
fjuestion by those, whom they still affect to consider in the 
light of dependant colonies. 

In their reply to the declarations of the commissioners, 
our Congress mention the causes which induced the people 
of America to array themselves in arms, that it was the 
oppressive and tyrannical measures of the British ministry, 
and after briefly reciting the cruelties that had hitherto been 
exercised by their troops, and navy, acting against us, they 
add, ^^ that since their incorrigible dispositions cannot be 
touched by kindness and compassion, it becomes the duty of 
Congress, by other means, to vindicate the rights of human- 
ity,'' and they conclude by saying, ^^ that if our enemies 
presume to execute their threats, and persist in their pres- 
ent mode of barbarity, we will take such exemplary ven- 
geance as ahall deter others from a like conduct.'* They 
appeal to that God, who searches the hearts of all men, for 
the rectitude of their intentions, and in his holy presence 
declare, " that as they are not moved by any light or hasty 
suggestions of anger or revenge, so through every possible 
change of fortune they shall adhere to this their determina- 
tion." 

October. — The regiment of cavalry, commanded by Colo- 
nel Baylor, being posted on our lines near Tappan, their 
situation was betrayed by some tories, and a party of the 
enemy surprised them while in a bam, in the nijpit, and man.'- 

19 
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sacred a part of them with circumstances of savage cruelty. 
The commander of the party who disgraced theoiselvea by 
this foul deed^ was the English General Grey. Colonel 
Baylor's detachment consisted of one hundred and' four 
horsemen. The attack was so sudden, that they were eiH 
tirely defenceless, and the enemy immediately commenced 
the horrid work of slaughter ; their entreaties and cries for 
mercy were totally disregarded by their savage foes. It 
has been well ascertained that the British soldiers were or- 
dered by their mhuman officers to bajmiet every man they 
could find, and to give no quarter. Mi^or General Lord 
Stirling, having by request ascertained the particulars re- 
specting this execrable transaction, makes the following 
statement. ^^ On its being intimated to me," says his Lord^ 
ship, ^^ that Congress were desirous to know the particulars 
of the massacre of Colonel Baylor's regiment, I desired Dr. 
Griffith, surgeon and chaplain to General Woodford's brig^ 
ade, and who attended Colonel Baylor and the other wound** 
ed persons, to collect all the evidence he could of this bar<- 
barous affair. I have just now received collections on this 
subject." The collection contains the affidavits and deposi- 
tions of a 'number of soldiers belonging to that unfortunate 
regiment, who solemnly declare, that after they had surren- 
dered and asked for quarter, it was refused. Thanuu Hutehr 
insorij sergeant of the third troop, escaped unhurt ; but 
heard the British soldiers cry out, '^ Sliver him," repeated- 
ly. CuUency^ of the first troop, who received twelve 
wounds, says, '^ that when the enemy entered the bam, 
where bis troops lay, he and the men asked for quarter, and 
were refused ; that the British captain. Bull, after inquiring 
how many of the rebels were dead, on being told the num- 
ber, ordered all the rest to be knocked on the head, and that 
his orders were executed on five or six of the wounded." 
JBeiwon, of the second troop, received also twelve wounds ; 
he declared he heard the men in the bam with him ask for 
quarter, which was returned with wounds, and abusive 
language ; he thought it in vain to ask for quarter himself, 
as he heard the soldiers reply to others that begged it, 
'^ that their captain bad ordered them to stab all, and make 
no prisoners." Thomas Talky^ of the sixth troop, received 
six wounds ; he declared, ^' that after the enemy had taken 
him and partly stripped him, the soldiers inquiring of their 
captain what should be done with him, he ordered him to be 
killed, and after that he received six wounds in his breast 
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with their bayonets at different times.'' ShfUhward^ of the 
£fth troq>, says, ^^ that five men oat of thirteen of their regi- 
ment, in the barn with him, were killed outright, and the 
rest, exicepting himself, bayoneted ; that he heard the Brit- 
ish officer order his men to pat all to death, and afterwards 
ask if they had finished al^that they offered quarters to 
some, who on surrendering themselves, they bayoneted." 
The depositicms of seven others, attested by Governor Liv- 
ingston, of New Jersey, confirm the above declarations. 
Mr. Morris, lieutenant and adjutant in Baylor's regiment, 
received seven wonnds ; he declared that on begging his life 
after he had surrendered, th^ replied, yes, d— n you, we 
will give you quarters, and then ruAed on and stabbed him 
with their bayonets, and stripped him of all his clothes. It 
is a melancholy and awful consideration, that any unnecessa- 
ry severity should be put in practice to aggravate the com- 
mon horrors of war. Britain, who boasts of her bravery, 
her prc^rees in the polite arts, and generosity of temper, 
has, in her manner of conducting the war in America, most 
infaauNisIy outraged all the laws of humanity, and set an 
example of savage brutality, detestable to every civilized 
people, and to every friend of human kind. They are des- 
troying the character of their nation in the eyes of all the 
world. Witness their fatal prison ships, their murders in 
cold blood, their wanton bumii^ and devastations, their 
licentions abuses, which exhibit a picture of barbarity 
scarcely to be credited among civilized nations. What then 
jwnt be our situation, riiould our country ever be reduced 
to an absolute subjection to such a mean spirited people ? 
These considerations should awaken every motive that can 
animate a manly bosom, to despise every danger in repelling 
from our diores such barbarous invaders, and in humbling 
such unprincipled foes to our freedom. 

His Excellency, the Commander in Chief, made a visit to 
our hospital ; his arrival was scarcely annonnced, before he 
jpresented himself at our doors. Dr. Williams and myself 
had the honor to wait on this greart and truly good man, 
through the different wards, and to reply to his inquiries 
relative to the condition of our patients. He appeared to 
take a deep interest in the situation of the sick and wounded 
soldiers, and inquired particularly as to their treatment and 
comfortable accommodations. Not being apprized of his 
intended visit in time to make preparation for his reception, 
we were not entirely tree from embarrassment, but we had 
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the inexpreMible satiafactum of receiviog his Excellency'* 
approbation of our ccmduct, as respects the duties of our* 
department. The personal appearance of our Commander 
in Chief, is that of the perfect gentleman and accomplished 
warrior. He is remarkably tdl, full six feet, erect and 
well proportioned. The strength and proportion of his joints 
and muscles, appear to be commensurate with the preemi* 
nent powers of bis muid. The serenity of his countenance, 
and majestic gracefulness of his deportment, impart a strong 
impression of that dignity and grandeur, which are hb pecu- 
liar characteristics, and no one can stand in his presence 
without feeling the ascendancy of his mind, and associating 
with his countenance the idea of wisdom, philanthropy, mag- 
nanimity, and patriotism. There is a fine symmetry in the 
features of his face, indicative of a benign and dignified 
spirit. His nose is strait, and his eyes inclined to blue. He 
wears his hair in a becoming cue, and from his forehead it is 
turned back and powdered in a manner which adds to the 
military air of his appearance. He displays a native gravity, 
but devoid of all appearance of ostmtation. His uniform 
dress is a blue coat, with two brilliant epaulettes, buff col- 
ored under clothes, and a three cornered bat, with a black 
cockade. He is constantly equipped with an elegant small 
sword, boots and spurs, in readmess to mount his noble 
charger. There is not in the present age, perhaps, another 
man so eminently qualified to discharge the arduous duties 
of the exalted station he is called to sustain, amidst difficul- 
ties which to others would appear insurmountable, nor conld 
any man have more at command the veneration and regard ot 
the officers and soldiers of our army, even after defeat and 
misfortune. This is the illustrious chief, whom a kind Pro- 
vidence has decreed as the instrument to condnct our coun- 
try to peace and to Independence. 

Major General Schuyler, having for more than a year 
been suspended from military command, in consequence of 
bis concurrent responsibility respecting the evacuation of 
Ticonderoga, in July, 1777, has at leDg& undercone his trial 
by a. court martial, of which Migor General Lincoln was 
president, and is acquitted, with tJie highest honor, of the 
charge exhibited against him. This excellent officer has 
finally obtained that justice, which from undue prejudice has 
so long been denied him. 

Major General Arthur St. Clair has also bv the same 
court been acquitted with the bluest honor of the charge 
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exhibited agftinst him, of evacuatii^ the post atTiconderoga*. 
His masterly defence before the court, is admired for 
the display of superior intellect, sound principle, pore 
integrity, and correctness of judgment. General St. Cflair, 
it is presumed, will never receive an adequate compensa- 
tioD for the unmerited contumely which he has experi* 
eneed from Congress and the public. It is the heignt of 
injustice, to subject a man of established character, to suffer 
in reputation, and in sensibility, merely from surmise and 
suspicion ; and the injury is greatly aggravated, when the 
accused is long held up to public odium, and not permitted 
to adduce evidence in his own vindication. Genera) St. 
Clair has frequently been heard to express a consciousness 
of the uprightness and propriety of his conduct, and to des- 
pise the vague censure of an uninformed populace ; and 
when Burgoyne was advancing into the country, he said he 
had the most sanguine hope, &at the progress of the enemy 
would be checked, and Uiat he shoulo have the satisfaction 
to experience, that though he had lost a poti, he had eventually 
mml a state. This hope he has realized in its fullest extent, 
by the event, that the Britirii commander and army, to 
whom he surrendered a post, has since been compelled to 
aubmit as captives to our army. General St. Clair, was an 
oiEcerin the army of General Wolfe, and was in the battle 
m which that celdEirated commander was slain on the Plains 
ef Abraham. He was estimated as a young officer of merit, 
capable of obtaining a high grade of military reputation. 
Soon after the commencement of hostilities, in 1775, he 
was, without his solicitation, appointed to the office of colo- 
nel, and he marched with his regiment into Canada, where 
he rendered very important services. He was subsequently 
promoted to the rank of major general, and on all occasions 
supported an honorable distinctioii, and shared largely in the 
conndence and friendship of the Commander in Chief. 

Jfovetnber 8d» — Havuig made a visit to Fishkill, I return- 
ed in company with Dr. Treat, our Physician General, and 
found a large number of gentlemen collecting to partake of 
an entertainment, by invitation of Brigadier General Muhl- 
enburg, who occupies a room in our hospital. The guests 
consisted of forty-one respectable officers, and our tables 
were furnished with fourteen different dishes, arranged in 
fashionable style. After dinner, Major General Putnam 
was requested to preside, and he displayed no less urbanity 
at the head of the table, than bravery at the head of his 
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division. A nniaber of toasts were prooottnced, accompaiiied 
with humorous and merry songs. In the evenii^ we were 
cheered with military music and daocins, which continued 
till a late hour in the night. General Muhlenburg was a 
minister of a parish in Virginia, but participating m the spirit 
of the times, exchanged Us clerical profession for that of a 
soldier. Having in his pulpit inculcated the principles of 
liberty, and the cause of his country, he found no difficulty 
in enlisting a regiment of soldiers, and he was appointed their 
commander. He entered his pulpit with his sword and 
cockade, preached his farewell sermon, and the next day 
marched at the head of his regiment to join the army, and he 
does honor to the military profession. 

lOth. — Having for a long time served in the hospital de* 
partment, and havmg no claim to promotion there, I resolved 
to relinquish that station, and accept the appointment of 
surgeon to the first Virginia state regiment, commanded by 
Colonel George Gibson. Being introduced to the officers of 
the regiment, I received a polite invitation to take my quar^* 
ters in the marquee with Colonel Gibson, and his Lieuten- 
ant Colonel, William Brent. Thomas Meriweather is bis 
Major. 

18fA.— Rode to the village of Fishkill, breakfasted with 
Dr. Treat and Colonel Hayes, and waited on Dr. John 
Cochran, who is now in close attendance on the Marquis de 
la Fayette, who is dangerously sick with a fever. 

2Sd. — We have now had a long respite from battles and 
skirmishes, the season for the campaign is about expiring, 
and no one can boast of having achieved deeds of inuch fame 
and glory. As we are stationed at a considerable distance 
from the enemy at New York, we feel secure from the an- 
noyance of the dogs of war ; and military duty not being 
very urgent, our officers appear disposed to relax in their 
discipline, and contract a habit approaching to dissipation. 
They have adopted the practice of giving suppers alternate- 
ly, with music and dancing through half the night. These 
are the favorite amusements of the Virginia and Maryland 
officers, but they do not accord precisely with my own views 
of time well spent, though I am frequently enticed to a par- 
ticipation in their banqueting revels. 

24th. — I accepted an invitation to dine with Captain Car- 
ter, at West Point. He is a gentleman of independent for- 
tune and lives in splendid style. His guests were numerous 
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and highly respectable, and the entertainment rich and ar- 
ranged with taste. 

26ih. — Dined with General Muhlenborg, in company with 
several Virginia officers, and as usoal, closed the day with . 
music and dancing. 

21th. — ^Visited my friends kt FishkiU, and by the reqnest 
of Colonel Gibson, I waited on the Marquis de la Fayette. 
The colonel furnished me with a letter of introduction, and 
his comfriiments, with inquiries respecting the Marqnb's 
health. I was received by this nobleman in a polite and 
affable manner. He is just recovering from a fever, and 
was in his chair of convalescence. He is nearly six feet 
high, large but not corpulent, bemg not more than twenty- 
one years of age. He is not very elegant in his form, his 
shoulders bemg broad and high, nor is there a perfect sym- 
metry in his features, his forehead is remari^ably high, his 
nose large and long, eyebrows promment and projecting over 
a fine animated hazel eye. His countenance is interesting 
and impressive. He converses in broken English, and dis- 
plays the manners and address of an accomplished gentleman. 
Considering him a French nobleman of distinguished charac- 
ter, and' a great favorite of General Washington, I felt my- 
self highly honored by this interview.* 

December Idl/k. — ^At a settlement called Cherry Valley, 
about sixty siiles above Albany, Colonel Ichabod Alden, of 
Duxbury, Massachusetts, was stationed with about two hun- 
dred and fifty continental troops, to protect the inhabitants 
from the incursions ct the frontier enemy. It is now an- 
nounced, that a body consisting of about seven hundred In- 
dians, tories, and soldiers, assaulted our party, massacred 
Colonel Alden, several of the inhabitants, men, women, and 
children, and made prisoners of the lieutenant colonel and 
many of the inhabitants. The account states that one 
hundred and eighty of the surviving inhabitants had neither 
house nor provisions, were almost naked, and destitute of 
money to provide necessaries. 

Our division, commanded by General Putnam, marched 
according to general orders, from our encampment near 
Robinson's house, 28th November ; arrived at King's ferry, 
twelve miles, and encamped ; 29th, crossed the North river 
in batteaux, and pitched our camp on the Jersey shore ; 
30th, marched Iwelve miles only, in a severe storm of snow 

* For the character of the Marqub, aee Appendix. 
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and sleet, encamped near the sDBall town of Kakiat. De- 
cember 1st and 2d, passed through Paramns and Aqnacka- 
nock, twenty-six miles. These towns are inhabited chiefly 
by Datch people ; their churches and dwelling houses are 
built of rough stone, one story high. There is a peculiar 
neatness in the appearance of their dwellings, having an airy 
piazza, supported by pillars in front, and their kitchens con- 
nected at the ends in the form of wmss. The land is re- 
markably level, and the soil fertile, and being generally ad* 
vantageously cultivated, the people appear to enjoy ease and 
happy competency. The furniture m their houses is of the 
most ordinary kind, and such as might be supposed to accord 
with the fashion of the days of Queen Ann. Thdy despise 
the superfluities of life, and lire ambitious to appear always 
neat and cleanly, and never to complain of an empty purse. 

Pursued our route on the 3d, passed through Westfield, 
and part of Newark, a handsome village situated on a river 
of that name, which is navigable to New York, distance 
eight miles. In this village, there is a public academy and 
several handsome churches. This is the garden of New 
Jersey, it is a most delightful country, uniformly level, and 
every acre abundantly productive. 4th, marched through 
Sprinefield, a small but handsome English town. Encamped 
near tne village of Scotch Plains. Here we received or- 
ders by express from head quarters to halt, in consequence 
of some movement of the enemy in New York. 9th, order- 
ed to resume our march, passed through Quibbletown, and 
the village of Middle Brook. In this vicinity we are erect- 
ing log huts for our winter quarters. 

I called at a house with Colonel Gibson and other officers 
to view a phenomenon in the human form — a child that has 
grown to an enormous size at the age of seven years ; he meas- 
ures three feet six inches round his breast, and three feet nine 
inches round his belly, his limbs and joints are proportionably 
large, and he weighs one hundred and thirty pounds. I was 
informed by the boy's mother that she discovered in him an 
extraordinary growth when two years old, since which he 
has increased very rapidly. He enjoys good health, and is 
not deficient in capacity. 

SOth. — Our officers have not permitted the Christmas days 
to pass unnoticed, not a day without receiving invitations to 
dine, nor a night without amusement and dancing. I dine to- 
day with General Muhlenburg. Our soldiers are constantly 
employed in cutting down trees and building log huts for our 
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winter's accommodation, and we are obliged to live in oar 
uncomfortable tents till they can be completed. This is 
appropriated as a day of Thanksgiving throughout the state. 
Our brigade was paraded in the field to attend divine service. 
Dr. Belmain, our chaplain, delivered a judicious sermon, 
well adapted to the occasion, adverting to the great cause 
in which we are engaged and enjoining a grateful reverence 
to the Almighty Ruler of the universe, and a faithful dis- 
charge of the duties incumbent on us in our several stations. 

Jmddk Brooky January Ist^ 1779. — Colonel Gibson made 
an entertainment and invited all the officers of his regiment 
to dine at his quarters in the country a short distance from 
camp. The table was amply furnished, and the guests did 
not separate till evening, when we were requested to resort 
to General Muhlenburg's quarters. Here we were intro- 
duced to a number of ladies assembled to unite with the 
gentlemen in the ball room ; a very elegant supper was pro- 
vided, and not one of the company was permitted to retire 
till three o'clock in the morning. Thus have the gallant 
Virginians commenced the new year. 

February. — Having continued to live under cover of can- 
vass tents most of the winter, we have suffered extremely 
from exposure to colds and storms. Our soldiers have been 
employed six or eight weeks in constructing log huts, which 
at length are completed, and both officers and soldiers are 
now under comfortable covering for the remainder of the 
winter. Log houses are constructed with the trunks of 
trees, cut into various iei^ths according to the size intended, 
and are firmly connected by notches cut at their extremities 
in the manner of dovetailing. The vacancies between the 
logs are filled in with plastering consisting of mud and clay. 
The roof is formed of similar pieces of timber, and covered 
with hewn slabs. The chimney situated at one end of the 
house, is made of similar but smaller timbers, and both the 
inner and the outer side are covered with clay plaster, to 
defend the wood against the fire. The door and windows 
are formed by sawing away a part of the logs of a proper 
size, and move on wooden hinges. In this manner have our 
soldiers, without nails, and almost without tools, except the 
axe and saw, provided for their officers and for themselves 
comfortable and convenient quarters, with little or no expense 
to the public. The huts are arranged in straight lines forming 
a regular uniform compact village. The officers' huts are 
situated in front of the line, according to their rank, the 
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kitchens in the rear, and the whole is similar in form to a 
tent encampment. The ground for a considerable distance 
in front of the soldiers' line of huts is cleared of wood, 
stumps and rubbish, and is every morniog swept clean for the 
purpose of a parade ground and roll call of the respective 
regiments, liie officers' huts are in general divided into 
two apartments, and are occupied by three or four officers, 
who compose one mess. Those for the soldiers have but 
one room, and contain ten or twelve men, with their cabins 
placed one above another against the walls, and filled with 
straw, and one blanket for each man. I now occupy a hut 
with our field officers, Cdonel Gibson, Lieutenant Colonel 
Brent, and Major Meri weather. 

4tk. — A duel has lately been fought between a surgeon 
and an adjutant in General Scott's brigade ; the former 
received a bad wound, and the latter escaped with honor. 
Who will hesitate, says one, to exchange a few shots with a 
friend to obtain the appellation of a gentleman of honor ? If 
I kill my antagonist, I have the satislactioD of settling a point 
of honor ? If I receive a ball through my own hearty I die 
in the glorious cause of honor. ^^ You have offended me in 
a delicate point," says an officer to his friend, '^ and I now 
demand of you the satisfaction^of a gentleman, I have settled 
my affairs, and prepared myself to die, if that shall be my 
fate." — <^ Then," replied the other, ^'we cannot fight on 
equal terms, for I have not had time to do either." 

The anniversary of our alliance with France was cele- 
brated in proper style a few days since near head quarters, 
at Pluckemin. A splendid entertainment was given by Gen- 
eral Knox and the officers of artillery. General Washing- 
ton, and bis lady, with the principal officers of the army and 
their ladies, and a considerable number of respectable ladies 
and gentlemen of the state of New Jersey, formed the brilliant 
assembly. About four o'clock sixteen cannon were discharg- 
ed, and the company collected in a large public building to 
partake of an elegant dinner. In the evening a very beauti- 
ful set of fire-works was exhibited, and the celebration was 
concluded by a splendid ball opened by his Excellency General 
Washington, having for his partner the lady of General Knox. 

26th. — ^A party of the enemy made an attempt yesterday 
to surprise our troops, stationed at Elizabethtown, under the 
command of General Maxwell, but the vigilance of the gen* 
eral prevented their success. They sent a party to capture 
Governor Livingston, of New Jersey, but in this attempt 
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thejr were also frustrated. After burning and plundering a 
few houses, they returned to Staten Island, but were pursu- 
ed by General Maxwell's brigade, which occasioned the loss 
of a few men on each side. 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief, has long been 
in the practice of inviting a certain number of officers to 
dine at his table every day. It is not to be supposed, that 
his Excellency can be made acquainted with every officer 
by name, but the invitations are given through the medium 
of general orders, in which is mentioned the brigade from 
which the officer is expected. Yesterday I accompanied 
Major Cavil to head quarters, and had the honor of being 
numbered among the guests at the taUe of his Excellency, 
with his lady, two young ladies from Virginia, the gentlemen 
who compose his family, and several other officers. 

It is natural to view with keen attention the countenance 
of an illustrious man, with a secret hope of discovering in 
his feirtures some peculiar traces of excellence, which dis- 
tinguishes him from and elevates him above his fellow mor- 
tals. These expectations are realised in a peculiar manner, 
in viewing the person of General Washington. His tall and 
noble stature and just proportions, his fine, cheerful, open 
countenance, simple and modest deportment, are all calcu- 
lated to interest every beholder in his favor, and to command 
veneration and respect. He is feared even when silent, and 
beloved even while we are unccmscious of the motive. The 
tiBible was elegantly furnished, and the provisions ample but 
not abounding m superfluities. The civilities of the table 
were performed by Colonel Hamilton and the other gentle- 
men of the family, the General and lady being seated at the 
side of the table. In conversation, his Excellency's expres- 
sive countenance is peculiarly interestbg and pleasing ; a 
placid smile is frequently observed on his lips, but a loud 
laugh, it is said, seldom if ever escapes him. He is polite 
and attentive to each individual at table, and retires after 
the compliments of a few glasses. Mrs. Washington com- 
bines in an uncommon degree, great dignity of manner with 
the most pleasing affability, but possesses no striking marks 
of beauty. I learn from the Virginia officers, that Mrs. 
Washington has ever been honored as a lady of distinguished 
goodness, possessing all the virtues which adorn her sex, 
amiable in her temper and deportment, full of benignity, 
benevolence and charity, seeking for objects of affliction and 
poverty, that she may extend to the sufferers the hand of 
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UmiiifMW and relief. These surely are the attribiites wUch 
reFeal a heart replete with those yirtoes, which are so 
appropriate and estimable in the female chancter. 

•dfpm ISik. — We have passed a winter remarkably mild 
and moderate ; snice the 10th of January, we have scarcely 
had a fall of snow, or a frost, and no severe weather. At 
the beginning of this month the weather was so mild that 
vegetation began to appear ; the frait trees were budded on 
the 1st, and in full blossooL on the 10th. In Virginia the 
peach trees were in blossom on the 14lh of February, but a 
small frost since, has, it is feared, proved fatal to the fruit. 

144k. — I accompanied several gentlemen to the village of 
Middle Brook, where a number of horses were offered for 
, 1 purchased a handsome youi^ bay for 600 dollars. 
1 -. •»»- ut, Tinted value of the paper money, 

w! • li \v. •".» . 1 ♦ . i 'ir^e could not be valued 

at M*T . . . I . 

tertainment, ana ihviu-ii • >. ^ «>iii*iiK SfTu•ll^ > * ajid 
Muhlenburg, with all the othceia o. ' '« *r^inia line, hs . ui 
guests. Our table was furnished with an am^i- ^rioty of 
dbhes, and the choicest liquors that could be procured. 

2(Hh. — ^Five soldiers were conducted to the gallows ac* 
cording to their sentence, for the crimes of desertion and 
robbing the inhabitants. A detachment of troops and a con- 
course of people, formed a circle round the gallows, and the 
criminals were brought in a cart, sitting on their coffins, and 
halters about their necks. While b this awful situation, 
trembling on the verge of eternity, three of them received 
a pardon from the Commander in Chief, who is always ten- 
derly disposed to spare the lives of his soldiers. They 
acknowledged the justice of their sentence, and expressed 
the warmest thankfulness and gratitude for their merciful 
pardon. The two others were obliged to submit to their 
fate ; one of them was accompanied to the fatal spot by an 
affectionate and sympathizing brother, which rendered the 
scene uncommonly distressing, and forced tears of compas- 
sion from tbe eyes of numerous spectators. They repeat- 
edly embraced and kissed each other, with all the fervor 
of brotherly love, and would not be separated till the exe* 
cutioner was obliged to perform his duty, when, with a flood 
of tears, and mournful lamentations, Uiey bade each other 
an eternal adieu — the criminal, trembling under the horrors 
of an untimely and disgraceful death, — and the brother over- 
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whelmed with sorrow and anguish, for one whom be held 
most dear. 

May \8L — Thirteen cannon have just announced the arrival 
of M. Gerard, the French minister, and a gentleman of dis- 
tinction from Spain, by the name of Don Juan de Mirrilliars ; 
and preparations are making to afford these foreign gentle- 
men an opportunity of reviewing our army. 

2d. — The whole of our army in this quarter was paraded 
in martial array in a spacious field, and a stage was erected 
for the accommodation of the ladies and gentlemen specta- 
tors. At the signal of thirteen cannon, the great and splen- 
did cavalcade approached in martial pomp and style. A veiy 
beautiful troop of light horse, commanded by Major Lee, a 
Virginian, marched in front, then followed his Excellency the 
Commander in Chief and his aids de camp, next the foreign 
mmisters and their retinue, and the general o£Scers of our 
army and their aids, closed the procession. Having arrived 
on the fiold of parade, the Commn'/' *s; nii«:'.^ith th& 
fowi^ miisial'*-^ ' iceia, pnssed in fnwt of the 

I" ' iLo army fi^..* . ". ! K-ff t[i.i.'vici\, and received 
'> K . > <»ut t*n' ra^A- , ,\V ■•."'•'. ^ *iie gen- 
th ... . li .. <. .ii'< y ('. . ir> '.cJ tu the stage, and took seats 
w : M.S. Vt di>iiiiigton, Mrs. Greene, and Mrs. Knox, and a 
number of other ladies who had arrived in tbeir carriages. 
The army then performed the field manoeuvres and evolu- 
tions, with firing of cannmi and musketry. The business of 
the day was closed by the troops displaying, and marching in 
front of the stage, and paying the marching salute to their 
Excellencies. The whole performance was conducted with 
such marked regularity and precision, as to reflect great 
honor on the character of our army, and afford the Com- 
mander in Chief, and the spectators, the highest degree of 
satisfactimi. On this occasion we cannot but pride our- 
selves on the conspicuous figure exhibited by our Commander 
in Chief. While mounted on his noble bay charger, his 
stature appears remarkable, and being a good horseman, he 
displays a lofty carriage, and benign dignity of demeanor, and 
I hope not to incur the charge of undue partiality, when I 
say, his appearance was incomparably more majestic and 
dignified than either of his illustrious visitors. 

14/A. — Our brigade was paraded for the purpose of being 
reviewed by General Washington and a number of Indian 
chiefs. His Excellency with his usual dignity, followed by 
his mulatto servant Bill, riding a beautiful grey steed, passed 
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in front of the line and received the salute. He was ac- 
companied by a singular group of savages, v^hose appearance 
was beyond description ludicrous. Their horses were of 
the meanest kind, some of them destitute of saddles, and old 
lines were used for bridles. Their personal decorations 
were equally farcical, having their faces painted of various 
colors, jewels suspended from their ears and noses, their 
heads without covering except tufts of hair on the crown, 
and some of them wore dirty blanket; over their shoulders 
waving in the wind. In short, they exhibited a novel and 
truly* disgusting spectacle. But his Excellency deems it 
good policy to pay some attention to this tribe of the wilder- 
ness, and to convince them of the strength and discipline of 
our army, that they may be encouraged, if disposed to be 
friendly, or deterred from aggression, if they should become 
hostile to our country. 

2Sth. — The Baron Steuben reviewed and inspected our 
brigade. The troops were paraded in a single line with 
shouldered arms, every officer in his particular station. The 
Baron first reviewed the Ibe in t!iis position, passing in ?ront 
with a scrutinizmg eye, after which he took mto his hand 
the muskets and accoutrements of every soldier, examining 
them with particular accuracy and precisiiMi, applauding or 
condemning, according to the condition in which he found 
them. He required that the musket and bayonet should 
exhibit the brightest polish ; not a spot of rust, or defect in 
any part, could elude his vigilance. He inquired also into 
the conduct of the officers towards their men, censuring 
every fault, and applauding every meritorious action. Next 
lie required of me, as surgeon, a list of the sick, with a 
particular statement of their accommodations and mode of 
treatment, and even visited some of the sick in their cabins. 
The Baron has sustained the office of aid de camp to his 
Majesty the King of Prussia, and is now Inspector General 
with the rank of Major General in our army. He appears 
to be about fifty years of age, and is venerable and dignified 
in his deportment, rich and elegant in dress, having a splen- 
did medal of gold and diamonds designating the order of 
fidelity^ suspended at his breast. He is held in universal 
respect, and considered as a valuable acquisition to our 
country. He is distinguished for his profound knowledge of 
tactics, his ability to reform and discipline an army — for his 
aflTectionate attachment to a good and faithful soldier, and 
Ins utter aversion to every appearance of insubordination 
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and neglect of duty. The centinental army has improYed 
with great rapidity under his inspection and reWew. 

SOth. — Dined with Major Stof er, at his quarters in the 
country. Spent a few hours at General St. Claires quar- 
ters, with Dr. McKinzie and Major Dunn, and called on 
Colonel Scammel at the Adjutant General's office. 

Smithes Clavtj June lOth. — Smith's Clove is a fine level 
plain of rich land, situated at the foot of the high mountains 
on the west side of Hudson river. It is about fourteen 
miles in the rear of Uie garrison at West Point, and sur- 
rounded on all sides by the High Lands. The few families 
who reside here find a profitable employment in cultivating 
the fertile soil. Our brigade marched from quarters at 
Middle Brook on the 2d instant, and arrived at Morristown, 
where we received orders to leave all our heavy baggage, 
and proceed with all possible expedition, as the enemy was 
advancing towards West Point. Marched rapidly through 
Troy, Pompton, and Ringwood, and on the 7th mstant, en* 
camped in the Clove. By a number of deserters from the 
enemy, information has been received, that the greater part 
of the British army is advancing, and is now near King's 
feriy, onhr thirteen miles below West Point ; and that part 
of their fleet is proceeding up the river ; their object is 
supposed to be the garrison at West Point. For the secu* 
rity of this very important post. General Washington has 
arranged his army as follows. Three divisions, consistuig of 
the Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania troops, commanded 
by Major Generals Lord Stirling, Baron de Kalb, and Major 
General St. Clair, form the right wing, and is commanded 
by General Putnam, as the senior Major General, and posted 
at Smith's Clove. All the New England troops, including 
the militia, compose the left wing, and are so distributed at 
West Point and its vicinity, on the east side of the river, as 
to guard all the passes leading to the garrison. Our army 
thus posted is supposed to be adequate to the defence of the 
garrison against all the force which the enemy can bring in 
array against it ; and such is the confidence among our offi- 
cers, tliat many of them express a strong desire that the 
royal troops would afibrd an opportunity to try our strength 
and courage. Should this be the event, the struggle must 
indeed be violent, and the slaughter immense. The British 
commander, however, not deeming it prudent to hazard a 
battle, after a few days retired to New York. 
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Itih* — Two officers of oar regiment kave just had occtr- 
sion to adjust an affair of honor. Captain E. had given of^ 
fence to Captain H. and a challenge ensued. Captain E. 
was well apprised that if the ball from the pistol of hrs 
antagonist should pass through his heart, it would produce 
immediate death, of course it was most prudent to decline 
the hacardoos combat. But the consequence is, he subject- 
ed himself to a contest of a less honarabk nature. His 
antagonist inflicted the chastisement of the horsewhip. 
This he supported with wonderful fortitude and magnanim- 
itj ; apprehending, probably, that powder and ball might 
prove more disastrous than the chastisement which he had 
received. But his brother officers treated him with con- 
tempt, and threatened to hoot him out of camp. There is a 
kind of mechanical courage excited bj the necessity of the 
occasion, which may push a coward to venture on an act of 
heroism. This fact was now exemplified, for Captain E., 
reduced to the alternative of retrieving his character in a 
spirited manner, or of quitting the army in disgrace, came 
to the desperate resolution of deciding his fate by facing his 
bold antagonist in single combat. The usual arrangements 
being made, my services as surgeon were held m requisition. 
The parties took their stand at ten paces, and each discharg-^ 
ed his pistol. But behold, a harmkn exphtum^ no bloMl 
shed, not even a hair of their heads injured. But the com- 
batants conducted like gentlemen of honor ^ of course harmo- 
ny and mutual friendship were restored. Captain E. has 
the best cause of triumph, for he has rescued his character 
from the stigma of poltron, to an honorable standing among 
the gentlemen officers. 

l^h. — I rode with Major Meriweather to West Point ; 
took our route through the woods over abrupt and rocky 
mountains, almost impassable for our horses. Spent an hour 
at General Parsons's head quarters, then crossed the North 
river to Fishkill. The next day we recrossed at Fishkill 
landing, and rode to New Windsor, thence we visited my 
friend Colonel Malcom at his seat fourteen miles in the coun- 
try. This gentleman, having resigned his office in the army, 
is beautifully situated on a farm west of the Hudson, re- 
tired from the bustle of war, and devoted to domestic affairs 
and rural enjoyments. We spent the night with this agreea- 
ble family, and Mrs. Malcom received, in the evening, the 
visits of a number of ladies and gentlemen. We returned 
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lo our camp the nest moniiog, and fcutid the brigade under 
marching orders. 

West Painty JPrni/t 16<&.— We mardted (torn Smith's Clore 
throngh a thick wMdemess, and over the prodigious High 
Land mountains. My curiosity was excited by a vast num« 
ber of huge rocks, marked with fissures and cavities, occa* 
Bioned by some stupendous power beyond our comprehension. 
These, with various brooks, winding in every direction^ 
aaM>ng rude cliffs and precipices, afford a singular and ro' 
mantic landscape. Our path was narrbw and rugged, and 
{MTobably will not again be traversed but by savages and wild 
beasts. We arrived here in the evening, without our bag- 
_ », and were obliged to seek lodgings among our friends, 
^be next day dined with Dr. I. Thomas, and accompanied 
him to Qeneral Patterson's quarters, where we spent the 
evening, and I was introduced to Major Haskell, aid de 
camp to General PatterssB. He is a native of Rochester, 
and Dr. Thomas of Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

MM^-^I have lately been favored with a letter from my 
firiead Dr. D. Townsend, who is a surgeon in the^military 
hospital at Providence, state of Rhode Island. He invites 
me to accept of the office of surgeon to the Massachusetts 
regimesit commanded by Colonel Henry Jackson, which is 
BOW statimied at that place. My principal inducement to 
^change my present station, for the proposed new appoint* 
ment, is, that Colonel Jackson and sdl 'his offcers ere from 
my native irtnte, and th^re is a prospect of receiving some 
eompBBWtioa in clothing and other aKicles, to which I could 
have w> claim while serving in the Virginia line. It is pro* 
per, and an many accounts convenient, that officers shdald 
serve in the line of their own state ; and though I have en- 
joyed the most friendly intercourse, and numerous kind favors 
from llw yirginians, yet I cannot but prefer the Inanners and 
habits of the New Englanders. 

81st. — ^The officers of our regiment invited a select num- 
ber of officers of the Pennsylvania line to dine on sturgeon^ 
a la^ge fish which Major Meriweather caught in the North 
river. This fish is a favorite with the Dutch, at Albany, 
and is on that account by some called Albany beef ; but in 
my view it is worse than horse beef, and it was merely an 
auxiliary at our table. 

S4lfc. — I hav« just had the satisfaction, with a number of 
gentlemen) of viewiaga remarkably large fat ot, which has 
been presented by some gentlemen in Connecticut, to his 

21 
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Excellency (General WashingtoD. He is six feet seven 
inches bigh, and weighs on the hoof three thousand five hun- 
dred pounds, the largest animal I ever beheld. 

Having resolved to resign my commission in Colonel Gib- 
son's regiment, I shall in a few days commence my journey 
to Providence, and join the regiment commanded by Colonel 
H. Jackson. Colonel Gibson has favored me with a compli- 
mentary certificate of my services. It is with sincere 
regret that I bid adieu to those associates, for whom I have 
a strong attachment. 

July Ist. — Engaged to spend this evening with General 
Patterson, and Dr. Crowell, and to breakfast with the Rev- 
erend Mr. Avery and Mr. Hitchcock, and shall immediately 
set off for Providence, in company with Dr. Skinner. 

PrevidenUj July 9tk* — ^I left West Point in company with 
Dr. Skinner, on the 2d instant, and on the 3d, arrived at 
Crompond, where my favorite young horse was seized with 
the horse distemper, and I was put to the cruel necessity of 
disposing of him for not one half his real value. Pursued 
our journey through Litchfield and Farmington, in Connecti- 
cut, and the next day reached Hartford, a well built, hand- 
some town on Connecticut river, and^ the capiial of that 
state. Having crossed over to East Hartford, we found the 
whole country in a state of alarm in consequence of the 
enemy's having landed at New Haven, and their committing 
depredations among the inhabitants. A spirit of revenge 
seemed to pervade the wfade country, and the militia were 
marching from all quarters to encounter and arrest the 
progress of the invading foe. We passed through Windham, 
and arrived at this place on the 8th instant. Here I had an 
interview with my old friends Drs. Brown and Townsend, 
surgeons of the hospital. I was by Dr. Townsend introduced 
t<^ Colonel Jackson and his officers, and I commenced my 
duty by visiting the sick soldiers of the regiment. The field 
officers of this regiment are Colonel Henry Jackson, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel David Cobb, and Major Lemuel Trescott. 
It is now learnt that the party of the enemy that landed at 
New Haven, was commanded by Governor Tryon, and con- 
sisted of three thousand men. They met with a powerful 
resistance from the militia, which occasioned skirmishing, 
and a considerable loss on each side. After plundering the 
inhabitants of Fairfield and Norwalk, they maliciously des- 
troyed both these flourishing towns, with their houses of reli- 
gious worship, by a general conflagration. 
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ISth. — Dined with Colonel Jackson, and in the afternoon 
rode with Major Trescott to Pawtuxet, a very pleasant ride 
of about five miles. 

21 8t. — By express from General Washington to General 
Gates, we are informed of a glorious yictory, which a de- 
tachment of our army, commanded by the intrepid General 
Wayne, obtained over the enemy at Stony Point, situated on 
the banks of the North river. In consequence of this intel- 
ligence thirteen cannon have been fired at the several posts 
in this department. Extract from General Gates's orders. 

Prmfideneej Jtdy 2Ut^ 1779. 
^^ The General congratulates the army on the glorious 
success of Brigadier General Wayne, and the gallant troops 
under his command, in taking by assault the enemy's fortified 

S»08t at Stony Pomt, and with the point of the bayonet alone, 
brcing the garrison to surrender at discretion, not one man 
escaping. This signal and brilliant victory was gained with 
the loss of but fifteen men killed, and the general and eighty- 
three wounded, while on the part of the enemy, five hun- 
dred soldiers and twenty oflBcers were killed, wounded, and 
taken prisoners, with all their cannon, arms, military stores, 
and provisions." 

SOtk. — Dined at head quarters with a number of gentle- 
men, was introduced to General Gbtes by Dr. Brown. 
General Gates is the commander in chief in this depart- 
ment ; his capture of General Burgoyne at Sarat(^a, in 
1777, has given him eclat and popularity as a brave and 
skilful warrior. He displays the complaisant manners of a 
gentleman ; in conversation he is affable and interesting, but 
appears better yersed m military tactics than in subjects 
appertaining to general science. He adopted the profession 
of arms in his early days, and his prowess and valor, as well 
as his zeal and partiality for our country, are incontestably 
established. 

Congress have recently passed the following resolve in 
favor of an American herome ; '^ that Margaret Corbinj 
who was wounded and disabled at the attack of Fort Wash- 
ii^on, while she heroically filled the post of her husband, 
who was killed by her side, serving a piece of artillery, do 
receive during her natural life, or the continuance of the 
said disability, the one half of the monthly pay drawn by a 
soldier in the service oi these states ; ana that she now 
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veoeivef eiit of the pabUc stores, one eoBifdete suit of 
clotheS) or the value there<rf* in mooey." 

Mr. T. aQ ensign in oar regiment, has for sovue time dia- 
cbvered synaptoms of mental aerangemeiit. He is frequent- 
ly stjroUiiig abroad, and araosing people with hb wit and 
hiuBos, or arresting attention by his sc^mn appeals to the 
Deity. Yesterday he intruded himself at General Gates's 
bead quaprt^s, and after some amusing conversation, he put 
himself in the attitude of devotion, and prayed that God 
would pardon General Gates for endeavoring to supersede 
that godlike man Washington. The General appeared to be 
muoh disturbed, and directed Mr. Pierce, bis aid de camp^ 
to take him away. IVhether this address provoked in the^ 
General a consciousness of the Act is uscertain, but thei 
subject is of such a delicate nature, that no man in his sober 
senses would have broached it to him. 

August. — ^The British a few weeks since detached a forcei 
from Halifax, and established a post on Penobscot river, in 
the Province of Maine. Their force is supposed to c<NisiBt 
of about one thousand men, under command of Brigadier 
General Maclean, with several armed vessels, which occun 
py the river. This invasion of our territory has excited the 
greatest indignation, and all classes of people are burning 
with an ardent desire of revenge. The General Court of 
Massachusetts have planned an expediticm, for tiie purpose 
of driving the invading foe from our shores. Such was their 
zeal and confidence oi success, that it is said the General 
Court neither c<Nisulted any experienced military character, 
nor desired the assistance of any continental troops on this 
important enterprise ; thus takii^ on themselves the undi" 
viaed responsibility, and reserving for their own heads, all 
the laurels to be derived from the anticipated conquest. 
They drafted one thousand five hundred militia, and appoint- 
ed General Lovell, who acquired some reputation on Khode 
Island, under General Sullivan, l^st year, to command the 
expedition. They obtained of Congress the loan of the 
United States frigate Warren, of tUrty4wo suns, and with 
an unprecedented spirit of enterprise and industoy, no less 
than nineteen c(mtinental, state, and private ships> and mor^e 
than twenty transports, were speedily equipped and prepajr- 
ed to cooperate with the land forces destined for this service* 
With a laudable spirit of patriotism, and animated by the 
flattering; prospect of success, thirty masters of merchant 
vessels m Newburyport, honorably volunteered their ser-> 
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vicet as cammoa seamen. Captain Saltoostall was appoint- 
ed commodore of the fleet, and took bis station ob board tbe 
Warren frigate* This coaabined force sailed about the 80tb 
of July on their destined service, but having some reason to 
apprehend a failure of their enterprise, tlM General Court 
have applied to General Gates for permission for Colonel 
Jackson's regiment to reenforce General Lovell> to which he 
has assented, and we are accordingly under marching orders. 

Bostany ^^/^guH litk, — Cidonel Henrj Ja<^son, who com- 
mands our regiment, is a native of Boston ; he is very res* 
pectable as a commander, is gentlemanly in his manners, 
strongly attached to military affairs, and takes a peculiar 
pride in the discipline and martial appearance of his regi«> 
meat. Many of his officers are from Boston and its vicinity, 
they appear in handsome style, and are ambitious to display 
their taste for military life, and their aeal to contend wi^ 
the enemies of their country. Colonel Jackson, with his 
regiment, acquired renutation by their gaUanlry in the battlo 
on Rhode Island, under General SuIUvan. Our regiment 
consists of about four hundred men, in complete uniform, 
well disciptined, and not inferior to any m the continental 
army. We commenced a forced march from Providence on 
the 10th, and completed the forty miles m twenty-four 
hours. A severe rain all mgfat did not much impede our 
march, but the troops were broken down with fetigue. We 
reached Boston neck at sunrising, and near the entrance of 
the neck is a tavern having for its sign a representation of a 
globe, with a man in the act of struggling to get through it ; 
his head and shoulders were out, his arms extended, and the 
rest of his body enclosed in the globe. On a label from his 
mouth was written^ ^^ Oh ! how shall 1 get through this 
world ?" This was read by the soldiers, and one of them 
exclaimed, ^^ List, d — ^n you, Ibt, and vou wBl soon get 
through this world, our reginBMint will all be through it in an 
hour or two, if we don^ hrit by the way." 

We are treated by tike gentlemen of this town with great 
attention and respect. They have generously presented to 
Colonel Jackson and the oAoer s of his regiment, a hoes« 
head of Jamaica spirits and a eask of wine. For the 
soldiers they have coUected a liberal sum of mcmey, which 
is distributed among them. A public dinner is to be pro* 
vided at the Bunch of Gr^ies tavern for the officers, before 
our departure. The transports are in preparation to receive 
our troops on board. 
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On the 14th, our regiment marched through the town to 
the Long wharf, and embarked on board the transports, re- 
cemng as we passed through King street the cheers of the 
inhabitants. After the regiment had embarked, the officers, 
according to previous arrangement, returned to the Bunch of 
Grapes tavern, where a liberal and elegant entertainment 
had been provided, and where we were politely received by 
a number of respectable gentlemen of the town. Having 
dined and enjoyed a number of songs over the cheering glass, 
wishing success to the Penobscot expedition, we repaired 
on board our respective transports, awaiting a fair wind for 
our voyage. Our transports are the Rising Empire, a brig 
carrying eight guns, two sloops, and one schooner. Our 
convoy is the ship Renown, of fourteen guns, and a brig of 
sixteen guns. 

About four o'clock on the 15th instant, the Renown, our 
convoy, fired her signal guns for sailing, on which our little 
fleet weighed anchor, and after giving three cheers, which 
were returned by a concourse of people on the wharves, 
and by a French ship in the harbor, we sailed after our con- 
voy, but dropped anchor near Castle William, by reason of 
contrary wind. 

llth. — In the evening we obeyed the signal guns, and 
were beating against contrary wind off Cape Ann till the 
19th, when we fell in with a small boat off the Isle of 
Shoals, which had been despatched with the unwelcome in- 
telligence that our fleet at renobscot had been attacked by 
the British, and was totally defeated and destroyed, and that 
our land forces under General Lovell, were also entirely 
defeated, and dispersed. Orders were, received for our 
fleet to put into Portsmouth harbor, for safety, as several 
British ships were supposed to be in pursuit of us. 

2l8t. — Our regiment disembarked and encamped at Kit- 
tery ; being Sunday, I accompanied several of our officers to 
the Rev. Mr. Hemmenway's church ; he is a sensible and 
animating preacher, displaying considerable eloquence and 
much ordiodoxy. In his fervent prayers he was not forgetful 
of the calamities of war, and the righteous cause in which 
we are engaged. Here we have a confirmation of the un- 
fortunate faUure of the Penobscot expedition, which is a 
source, not only of universal regret, but of infinite chagrin, 
and mortification, among all who had been concerned in 
the plan. 
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FahnofUhj Aiiguti. — ^Havii^ received orders to marcli to 
Falmouth, (now Portland,) left Kitterj on the 2Sd instant, 
and on the 27th, entered this town in martial order, and were 
received with marks of the greatest joy and satisfaction, as 
the inhabitants were under serious apprehensions of a visit 
from the British. We behold here only the relics of a town, 
which a few years since was very respectable and flourishing. 
It was the capital of the Province of Maine, and enjoyed 
the happy prospect of becoming one of the most important 
seaports in New England. But in October, 1775, the inhab- 
itants opposed the lading of a British vessel with ship tim- 
ber, which so enrs^ed Admiral Graves, that he sent Captain 
Mowatj with several ships of war, demanding of the inhiab- 
itants to deliver up all their artillery and small arms. On 
refusal to comply with this demand, the enemy opened a 
severe cannonade, which soon set fire to the town, and no 
less than four hundred and eight houses, stores and other 
buildings, were consumed to ashes. A large number of 
seamen and mariners were landed, but the people havii^ 
collected in considerable force, compelled the enemy to 
retreat to their boats, with the loss of several men. 

By several gentlemen just returned from Penobscot, I 
have obtained the following particulars respecting the failure 
of the expedition. On the arrival of General Lovell, in- 
stead of one thousand five hundred militia, nine hundred only 
could be collected ; it was resolved however, in a councU 
of war, to make an attempt to achieve the object of the 
expedition ; accordingly, on the 28th of Ju]jr, the militia, 
with about three hundred marines were disembarked, and 
soon effected a landiiu; under a height which rose almost 
perpendicularly from the banks of the river, on the summit 
of which, the enemy's advanced guard were posted, under 
cover of a wood. Our militia were opposed by about an 
equal number of the enemy, whom they oravely encountered 
and drove within their works ; but we suffered a loss of 
several officers of merit, and about one hnndred of the 
militia and marines were killed and* wounded. It now be- 
came a subject of ccmsideration, whether it was expedient 
to storm the enemy's principal works, but in a council it was 
decided that our force was inadequate to the object. It 
was at this juncture supposed that by a vigorous co-operation 
of our navy, a complete victory might have been obtained, 
and the most urgent and pressing entreaties were made to 
Commodore Saltonstall for the purpose, but he declined, 
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aid coutinaed in a state of pufillaBiiiious fametivity, there- 
by proclaiming hinself totally beempeteot to the important 
trust Wiik which, most anfortunately, hh had been invested. 

On the 14th instant, Sir Qeorge Cdlier, with a 8ixty4eur 
gun ship, and five frigates, arrived fr^m New York. Gen- 
eral LovdII, on reeeiving this isteUigence, ordered all his 
troqps, with the artillery and baggage, to be embarked on 
board the transports, which with our whole fleet moved up 
the Penobscot rirer, pursued by the British. On the near 
approach of the enemy, our vessels were abandoned ; two 
of them fell into the hands sif the enemy, die remainder 
were burnt and blown up. General Lorell, and General 
Peleg Wadsworth, the second in <sommand, both of whom 
have the reputation of brave men, now dispensed with all 
command of the troops, as did Saltonst^ll of the seamen. 
The soldiers separated from their officers, and every individ- 
ual was seeking his own safety, wandering in the wilderness, 
suffering fatigue, hanger and vexation, till after much diffi" 
culty tl^y reached the settlements on the Kennebec ; a few 
of their number indeed actually perished in the wilderness. 
Thus disffracefuUy has ended the famous Penobscot expedi*" 
tion, which, had a competent force been provided, might 
have terminated to the glory of Massachuseitl. Those con- 
cerned in the plan or its execution, a few individuals ex- 
cepted, were publicly execrated. The expense attendine 
the expedition is immense. The fleet was invaluable, and 
its loss is altogether irreparable. It was extremely fortU' 
nate for our iQpgiment that we were detained two or three 
days on our passsage by contrary winds ; had there be^n no 
impediment to our voyage, we must inevftabty have fallen 
into the hands of the eoenoiy. 

SeptenAer Sd. — Two armed vessels, accompanied by two 
others, bemg perceived approaching this harbor, excited a 
great degree of consternation amimg the inhabttants, but it 
was soon ascertained to be our two continental frigates, the 
Boston and the Dean, retumug from a cruise with* two 
prises of very considerable value, and having on board two 
nondred soldiers for the British army, and stores and goods 
to a large amoimt. 

The inhabitants of this town have shown us numerous 



marin of respect and generous hospitality. A respectable 
cooimittee of the town have invited our officers to a tavern 
to partake of a traat of pnnch and wine, in cottipaiyf with a 
nnmber of respeetd^le iidiabitants, and We experience many 



oCh«r poNle eiviHtie?, iiidiealhig^ a Aspoeition tf> cofltTibote to 
tk* eomfort and happinesB of tkiose who are serring the great 
catMe of our cotemon conntpy. Orders are now received 
from €v6]ieral Gates for our regiment to return immecKatelj 
to Bostcn. 

Castle fWtlHam^ September. — Commenced onr march from 
Falmoutb, on the 7th instant, passed through Scarborough) 
KennebuidE and York, to Portsmouth, in I^ew Hampshire. 
At York^ all the officers of our regiment were politely in- 
vited to an elegant breakfast, with the genteel and hospitable 
family of Mr. Sewall. Having crossed the ferrj at Ports- 
inoalh, on the lOtk, we encamped on the common. A num- 
ber of gentlemen of this town treated us with buckets of 
punch at the ferry way, and as we passed through the 
streets. This attention was extremely grateful during the 
heat aad fetigne of the day. We had the satisfaction of 
visiting the seventy-four gun ship on the stocks near this 
towBy— rile win be ready for sea in June next. This is the 
iirst seventy-four ever built in America.* On the 12th 
cresied the ferry. at Newbuiy, and marched to Ipswich 
Hamlet, passing through Salem, we reached Cambridge on 
the 14th, and encamped on the common. Accompanied a 
iwmber of ladies and -gentlemen to view the colleges, and 
were admitted to the library room and museum. From 
Caiknbridge we marched to Dorchester point, where we em- 
barked in boats, croiised over to the castle, and encamped- 
On the IMb, went with Colonel Jackson to Boston, to attend 
the Ameral of a Mr. Deshon, a brother mason. A proces- 
sion of one hundred and twenty of the brethren preceded 
the corpse, and added greatly to the solemnity of the oc- 
casion. 

Walking kf the street, I met with James Otis, Estf. He 
has for some time labored under an unhappy mental derange- 
ment. I had no expectation that I shoulcl be reebgntzred by* 
him, but he accosted me in a very familiar mann^ by my 
ehrisMan name, and inquired about my connexions. He was 
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inquisitiTe respdcting the affairs of the army, and wished to 
be informed whether I had on any occasion been exposed to 

{personal danger, and whether my courage had failed me. A 
riend related to me the following anecdote, which he received 
from O. W, Esq. who was present on the occasion. Mr. Otis 
invited several respectable gentlemen to dinner ; in carving 
at table, he observed a fish not sufficiently boiled, which 
drew from him some expressions of disapprobation. His 
lady retorted with an air of ill humor. Mr. Otis, wishing 
to avoid altercation, waved his rebuke, till dinner was finish- 
ed, when he rendered thanks to God, that among other favors, 
the guests had escaped the danger of having their noses 
snapped off at table. 

A particular account of the brilliant achievement in the 
capture of the fortress at Stony Point, by General Wayne, 
has been obtained. Stony Point is a strongly fortified post 
on the west bank of the Hudson, near King's ferry. The 
possession of this post is of vast importance to either army, 
as it conopletely commands the great road, and the ferry way 
which afiords communication between the middle and eastern 
states. This fortress has lately been visited by Sir Henry 
Clinton in person, and by his orders strengthened and render- 
ed, as supposed, entirely defensible. General Washington 
was extremely desirous to dislodge the enemy from this 
position, and to Brigadier General Wayne he btrusted the 
hazardous enterprise. At the head of his detachment of 
light infantry, consisting of one thousand two hundred, he 
marched about fourteen miles, reached the vicinity of the 
fort at eleven o'clock in the evening of July the 16th, and 
instantly prepared for the assault. He peremptorily order- 
ed that everv man should advance in silence with unloaded 
muflkets and fixed bayonets. A soldier disobeyed this order, 
and began to load his piece, the order was repeated, and he 
persbted in the resolution to load, on which an officer instantly 
run him through the body with his sword. On no occasion is 
a strict obedience to orders more inijispensable than at this 
critical moment ; had a single gun been fired, the victory 
might have been lost, or the slaughter have been immense. 
The plan being adjusted, one hundred and fifty volunteers 
under Lieutenant Colonel Fienry, a French gentleman, form- 
ed the van of the right colunm, and one hundred volunteers, 
under Major Stuart, composed the van of the left column, 
each of which was preceded by a forlorn hope, of twenty 
picked men, commanded by Lieutenants Gibbon and Knox, 
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for the express purpose of removiDg the abbatis and other 
obstructions. At about twenty minutes after twelve, the 
columns advanced to the assault, and such was the impetuos- 
ity of the troops, that in the face of a most tremendous and 
mcessant fire of musketry and cannon, loaded with grape 
shot, they forced their way at the point of the bayonet, 
surmounted every obstacle, and both columns met in the 
centre of the enemy's works, nearly at the same instant. 
Colonel Fleury first entered the fort, and struck their stand- 
ard with his own hand. Major Posey was the first to give 
the watchword, " The fort's our own." General Wayne, 
in his letter to the Commander in Chief, extols highly the 
brave conduct of his officers and men, and particularizes 
Lieutenant Colonel Fleury, Major Stuart, Colonels Butler, 
Hull, Meigs and Febiger, for their exemplary valor and in- 
trepidity. Lieutenant Colonel Hay was wounded in the 
thigh, while fighting with firmness in the heat of the action. 
General Wayne himself received a slight wound in his head, 
but, supported by his aids, he entered the fort with the 
troops. The truly brare are ever ambitious of distinguish- 
ing themselves, by a nice observance of the laws of human- 
ity and generosity, towards the conquered foe. It is highly 
creditable to our troops, that they conducted towards the 
prisoners with a humane forbearance, which is directly the 
reverse of the conduct of the British on too many similar 
occasions ; they disdained to take the lives of those who 
were in their power, and calling for mercy ; not an individual 
sufi*ered after the surrender, and this will account for the 
few of the enemy killed on the occasion ; hieing about one 
hundred killed and wounded. The continentals had fifteen 
killed and eighty three wounded. The number of prisoners 
was five hundred and forty three. Colonel Johnson com- 
mander of the fort, and several other officers, were among 
the number. It is remarkable that out of the twenty men 
who formed the forlorn hope^ under Lieutenant Gibbon, sev- 
enteen were killed or wounded. 

General Washington's letter to Congress, applauds the 
conduct of all the officers and men ; but he names particular 
officers whose situation placed them foremost in danger, 
which rendered their conduct more conspicuous. Lieuten- 
ants Gibbon and Knox, he observes, who commanded the 
advanced parties, or forlorn hope, acquitted themselves as 
well as it was possible. With respect to General Wayne j 
he observes, '^ that his conduct throughout the whole of this 
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grdnoiit enterprite, Aerits tbe warmest approbation of Conr 
gress ; he inqproved on the plan Teeommended by me, ^toA 
executed it in a manner that does eignal honor to his judg-A 
ment, and to his brai^ery. In a critical moment of the as* 
sault, he received a flesh wound in the head, with a mnsket 
ball, but contmued leadiii| on his men, with unshaken firm- 
ness." His Excellency informed CoRgress, that two flags 
and two standards were taken, the former belonging to the 
garrison, the latter to the 17th regiment. Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Hull, at the head of four hundred light infantry, display- 
ed a noble gallantry, for which he received the thanks of 
General Wayne and of Washington. 

As distinguishing marks of approbation, Congress directed 
that a gold medal emblematical of the action, be presented 
to Brigadier General Wayne, and a siber one to Lieutenant 
Colonel Fleury and Major Stviart, and brevets of Captain 
given to Lieutenants Gibbon and Knox, and that the value of 
the military stores taken, should foe divided among the gal- 
lant troops who reduced Stony Pomt, in such a manner as 
the Commander in Chief shonld prescribe. 

The fortifications at Pautus Hook, on the west side of 
the North river, opposite New York city, was taken by 
Major Lee of the horse. The garrison made a faint resist- 
ance and surrendered. Major Southerland and about fifteen 
of his men, escaped to a small block boose. The approach 
of day, and the vicinity of the main body of the enemy, 
made it impossible to bring off any stores. The continentals 
had possession of all the artillery and magazine ; the pris- 
oners were one hundred and thirty-four rank and file, and 
seven oficers ; about forty were killed. Major Lee's loss 
is said to be very few in \s3\ed and wounded ; four only is 
the number mentioned. 

Camp, Pravidei^Bj SeftenAer, — ^According to orders from 
General Gates, our regiment left Castle William on the 26th, 
and arrived at Providence on tdie 28th instant, and encamp- 
ed at Fox's point. Sunday I rode with several officers to 
Pawtuxet, to attend the religious services of the celebrated 
Mr. Murray, whose profess^ doctrine is the universal sal- 
ration of mankind. Mr. Murray is not admitted into the 
pulpits cf the orthodox clei^ ; his peculiar sentiments are 
revolting to the consciences, and repugnant to the belief of a 
large proportion of the people of New England. In this 
village the people are destitute of an ordained minister. 
The audience was numerous, and the preacher peculiarly 
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•eloquent ; freely and solemnly declaring the sentimenti 
which he has adopted, and quoting various porticMis of scrip** 
lure, to enforce a belief in the opinion which his own con- 
science and judgment approve. 

Oeoerai Prescott, who was taken at Rhode Island by 
Colonel Barton, on his route through Connecticut, called at 
a tavern to dine ; the landlady brought on the table a dish of 
Sttccatasfa, boiled com and beans ; the general, unaccustom- 
ed to such kind of food, with much warmth exclaimed, 
^^ what, do you treat us with the food of hogs ?" and taking 
the dish from the table, strewed the contents over the floor. 
The landlord being informed of this, soon entered with his 
horsewhip, and gave the general a severe chastisement. 
After General Prescott was exchanged and restored to his 
command on the Island, the inhabitants of Nantucket deput- 
ed William Rotcb, Dr. Tu^iper, Siid Timothy Folger, to 
negotiate some concerns with him in behalf of the town. 
They were for some time refosed admittance to his pres- 
ence, but the Doctor and Folger overcame the opposition, 
and ushered themselves into the room. Pfesoott raged and 
stormed with great vehemence until Folger was compelled 
to withdraw. After the Doctor announced his business, and 
the General had become a little calm, he said, ^^ Was not 
my treatment to Folger very uncivil ?" The Doctor said 
" Yes." " Then," said Prescott, •' I will tell you the rea- 
son ; he looked so much like a d— d Connecticot man that 
horse-whipped me, that I could not endure his presence."* 

When the Count D'Estaing's fleet appeared near the 
British batteries, in the harbor of Rhode Island, a severe 
cannonade was commenced, and several shot passed through 
the houses in town, and occasioned great consternation among 
the inhabitants. A shot passed through the door of Mrs. 
Mason's house, just above the floor. The family were 
alarmed, net knowing where to flee for safety. A negro 
man ran and sat himself down very composedly, with his 
back agmnst the shot hole in the door, and being asked by 
young Mr. Mason why he chose that situation, he replied, 
" Massa, you never know two bullet go in one place." 

October. — ^Information is received tnat the enemy are pre- 
paring to evacuate the town of Newport. They have burnt 



* The sequel of this story, as respects Nantucket, has recently bees cominiiju. 
c«ted by a genUeiimii of that town, who retains a perTcct recollection of all the oixw 
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the lighthouse, blown up some of their works, and embark- 
ed their heavy baggage. 

16(A.-^It is ascertained that the British have abandoned 
the town of Newport, and that some of our troops have 
taken possession of the town. It is but justice to remark, 
that the enemy left the town in good condition, and that they 
treated the inhabitants with civility. They left a large 
quantity of hay, wood, and military stores. Our regiment 
is under marching orders. 

J^Tavember, — In obedience to orders, we marched from Pro- 
vidence on the 8th instant, passips through the towns of Cov- 
entry, Windham, Bolton, Hartford) Woodbury, and Newtown, 
and arrived at Danbury, Conn, on the 2Sd. Our regiment 
is united with General Stark's brigade, the whole of which 
is now billeted in private houses. Danbury was formerly a 
flourishing town, but the principal part of it has been de- 
stroyed by the enemy. A soldier having anointed himself 
for the itch, with mercurial ointment, last night, was found 
dead this morning, — and another suffered the same fate, in 
consequence of drinking six gills of rum. Our troops haVe 
suffered greatly by snow, and rain, and excessively bad trav- 
elling, since we left Providence. 

Morristowny December, — Our brigade left Danbury on the 
6th instant. It snowed all the afternoon, and we took shel- 
ter in the woods at Cortland's manor. Having no other 
shelter than bushes thrown together, we passed a very 
cold uncomfortable night. Marched the next day through 
a deep snow, and took lodgings at night in private houses 
at Crompond ; marched again early, crossed the Hudson at 
King's ferry, and proceeded twenty miles, it being late at 
night before our men could all find accommodations in the 
scattering houses and barns on the road. I visited my friend 
Doctor S. Findley, of General Glover's brigade, and being 
invited to breakfast, the only food he could furnish was coffee, 
without milk or sugar, and meagre beef steaks, without 
bread or even salt. Such has been for some time the unac- 
countable scarcity of provisions in the main army. We 
marched to Poinpton on the 9th, and on the 14th reached 
this wilderness, about three miles from Morristown, where 
we are to build log huts fo;* winter quarters. Our baggage 
is left in the rear for want of wagons to transport it. The 
snow on the ground is about two feet deep, ana the weather 
extremely cold ; the soldiers are destitute of both tents and 
blankets, and some of them are actually barefooted and 
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almost naked. Our only defence against the inclemency of 
the weather, consists of brushwood thrown together. Our 
lodging the last night was on the frozen ground. Those o£B- 
cers who have the privilege of a horse, can always have 
a blanket at hand. Having removed the snow, we wrapped 
ourselves in great coats, spread our blankets on the ground, 
and lay down by the side of each other, five or six together, 
with large fires at our feet, leaving orders with the waiters 
to keep it well supplied with fuel during the night. We 
could procure neither shelter nor forage for our horses, and 
the poor animals were tied to trees in the woods for twenty** 
four hours without food, except the bark which they peeled 
from the trees. Lieutenant W. and myself, rode to Morris- 
town, where we dined, and fed our starving horses at a 
tavern. General Washington has taken his head quarters at 
Morristown, and the whole army in this department are to 
be employed in building los huts for winter quarters. The 
ground is marked out, and the soldiers have commenced 
cutting down the timber of oak and walnut, of which we 
have a great abundance. Our baggage has at length arrived, 
the men find it very difficult to pitch their tents on the fro- 
zen ground, and notwithstanding large fires, we can scarcely 
keep from freezing. In addition to other sufferings, the 
whole army has been for seven or eight days entirely desti* 
tute of the staff of life ; our only food is miserable fresh 
beef, without bread, salt, or vegetables. 

It is a circumstance greatly to be deprecated, that the 
army, who are devoting their lives, and every thing dear, to 
the defence of our country's freedom, should be subjected 
to such unparalleled privations, while in a country abounding 
in every kmd of provisions. The time has before occurred 
when the army was on the point of dissolution for the want 
of provisions, and it is to be ascribed to their patriotism, and 
to a sense of honor and duty, that they have not long since 
abandoned the cause of their country. The heroic fortitude 
with which our officers and soldiers support their distresses, 
proclaims their fidelity, and intrinsic merit. Besides the 
evils abovementioned, we experience another, in the rapid 
depreciation of the continental money, which we receive for 
our pay ; it is now estimated at about thirty for one. It is 
from this cause, according to report, that our Commissary 
General is unable to furnish the army with a proper supply 
g( provisions. The people in the country are unwilling to 
sell the produce of their farms for this depreciated cur^ 
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rencjt and both the resourees and the credit of <mr Congress 
appear to be almost exhausted. The year is now closed, and 
with it expires the tern of enlistment of a considerable num- 
ber of our soldiers ; new conditions are offered them to en« 
courage their re-enlistment during the war, but such are the 
numerous evib which they have hitherto experienced, that 
it is feared but a small proportion of them will re^enlist. 
Should these apprehensions be realized, the fate of our 
country, and the destiny of its present rulers and friends will 
soon be decided. 

It has hitherto been our grievous misfortune, that the 
several states have attempted to su^ly their quota of the 
army by short enlistments. No fact is more susceptible of 
demonstration, than that enlisting, or draughtii^ men for nine 
months, or one year, never fails of being attended with dis- 
appointment, and a train of pernicious conseqvences. Gene- 
ral Washington has, from the beginnii^ of the contest, most 
pointedly protested against it, and labored with unwearied 
assiduity, to induce the states to adopt a more just and per- 
manent system. By the present mode, the strength of the 
army is continually precarious and fluctuating ; the recruits 
have scarcely time to learn the dificipline and police of a 
camp, before they are at liberty to return to th^r farms, 
and their places are supplied by others who reonire the 
same eourse of instruction. The consequence is, that but a 
small proportion of our troops are inured to actual service, 
tbey are continually, liable to camp diseases, and are unde- 
serving of confidoice in the most critical moments of the 
campaign. Another discouraging circumstance attending 
this mode of recruitine the army is, the great inequality of 
the bounties given to me soldiers at different times, and the 
disparity in the provision made by the seversd slates, which 
occasions murmurs and diseontent among their respective 
troops. It is ccmsistency, and stability, that give character 
and efficiency to an army, and this has ever been the gr^it 
desideratum in the view of our Commander in Chief. The 
state of Massachusetts, in order to fill up their regiments, 
have offered a bounty of three hundred dollars, in addition to 
the continental bounty of two hundred dollars, to induce men 
to enlist for three years, or during the war. 

Intelligence has been received from Savannah, Greorgia, 
which city has for some time been in the possession of the 
enemy, under command of General Prevost. Major Gen- 
eral Lincoln is commander in chief of our army in that 
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department. The Count D'Estaing had arrived there with 
a French fleet, and a body of troops. With these forces, 
combined with the Americans, the two commanders, after 
having besieged the city for some time, resolved on the al- 
most desperate resolution of possessing it by assault. The 
allied force consisted of between four and five thousand men. 
General Lincoln and Count D'Estaing led their respective 
troops to the lines of the enemy, with the most signal firm- 
ness and intrepidity, and faced their fire for about fifty-five 
minutes, when they were repulsed with considerable loss. 
Count D'Estaing received two slight wounds ; more than six 
hundred of his brave troops, and about one hundred and sev- 
enty continentals were killed or wounded. Count Pulaski, 
a brigadier general in our service, at the head of two hun* 
dred horsemen, was in full gallop, with the intention of 
charging the enemy in the rear, when he received a mortal 
wound. This gentleman was a Polander, of distinguished 
rank and character ; having viewed the American cause in a 
favorable light, he offered his services to our Congress, who 
appointed him to the rank of brigadier general. He has by 
his active and enterprising spirit rendered essential service 
to our army, and his death is universally lamented. 

During the siege of Savannah, an event occurred, singu- 
larly honorable to an enterprising individual, which should 
never be forgotten. A captain of Colonel Delancey's bat- 
talion of refugee troops, with about one hundred American 
royal regulars, was posted near a river twenty-five miles 
from Savannah, where were four armed British vessels, 
maimed with about forty sailors. Colonel John White, of 
the Georgia line, was desirous of the honor of capturing this 
party ; his whole force, however, consisted of no more than 
six volunUerSj including his own servant ; it was only by a 
well concerted stratagem, therefore, that he could hope for 
success. lo the night, he kindled a number of fires, in dif- 
ferent places, and exhibited the appearance of a large 
encampment, and having arranged his plan, he summoned the 
captain to surrender, threatening his entire destruction, by a 
superior force, in case of a refusal. Intimidated, and de- 
ceived by appearances, the captain immediately signified his 
readiness to comply with the demand, and made no further de- 
fence. The American Colonel, White, had now the satisfac- 
tion, by his peculiar address, to see the whole of the prisoners, 
amounting to one hundred and forty, divest themselves of their 
arms, and submit to himself and his six volunteers. The prison- 

23 
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era were afterwards safely conchicted hj three of the captors 
for twenty-five miles through the country, to an American 
post. During the present month, one Hessian lieutenant 
and seven Hessian soldiers, and four British, deserted from 
the enemy at New York. The lieutenant pretended to 
desire to enter our service as a volunteer, but deserters are 
generally suspicious, or worthless characters, undeserving of 
attention. One of the British deserters pretended to be a 
prophet, but probably a disguised spy. 

MorriHavmy Jantuiry Istj 1780. — ^A new year commences, 
but brings no relief to the sufferings and privations of our 
army. Our canvass covering affords but a miserable secu- 
rity from storms of rain and snow, and a great scarcity of 
provisions still prevails, and its effects are felt even at head 
quarters, as appears by the following anecdote. ^^ We have 
nothing but the rations to cook, Sir,'' said Mrs. Thomson, a 
very worthy Irish, woman and housekeeper to General 
Washington. << Well, Mrs. Thomson, you must then cook 
the rations, for I have not a farthing to give you." ^^ If you 
please. Sir, let one of the gentlemen give me an order for 
six bushels of salt." '' Six bushels of salt, for what ?" '' To 
preserve the fresh beef. Sir." One of the aids jgave the 
order, and the next day his Excellency's table was amply 

Erovided. Mrs. Thomson was sent for, and told that she 
ad done very wrong to expend her own money, for it was 
not known when she could be repaid. <^ I owe you," said 
his Excellencv, ^< too much already to permit the debt being 
increased, and our situation is not at this moment such as to 
induce very sanguine hope." ^< Dear Sir," said the good 
old lady, ^^ it is always darkest just before daylight, and I 
hope your Excellency will forgive me for bartering the salt 
for other necessaries which are now on the table." Salt 
was eight dollars a bushel, and it might always be exchanged 
with the country people for articles of provision.* 



* In a private letter to a friend, General Washington saya, <* We have had the 
▼irtne and patience of the army pnt to the leverest trial. Sometimes it has been 
five or six days together without bread ; at other times as many days withont meat ; 
and once or twice two or three days without either. I hardly thought it possible, 
at one period, that we should be able to keep it together, nor could it have been 
done, but for the exertions of the magistrates in the several counties of this sUte, 
( Jers^,) on whom I was obliged to call, expose oar situation to them, and in plain 
torms declare that we were reduced to the alternative of disbanding or catering fi>r 
ourselves, unless the inhabitants woold afford us their aid. I allotted to each 
CfNuity a certain proportion of flour or min, and a certain navber of cattle, to be 
delivered on certain days; and, lor the honor of the nuyistratM, and the food die- 
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The weather for several days has been remarkably cold 
and stormy. On the Sd instant, we experienced one of the 
most tremendoas snow storms ever remembered ; no man 
could endure its violence many minutes without danger of his 
life. Several marquees were torn asunder and blown down 
over the officers' heads in the night, and some of the soldiers 
were actually covered while in their tents, and buried like 
sheep under the snow. My comrades and myself were 
roused from sleep by the calls of some officers for assist- 
ance ; their marquee had blown down, and they were almost 
smothered in the storm, before they could reach our mar- 
,quee, only a few yards, and their blankets and baggage were 
nearly buried in the snow. We are greatly favored in hav- 
ing a supply of straw for bedding, over this we spread all 
our blankets, and with our clothes and large fires at our feet, 
while four or five are crowded together, preserve ourselves 
from freezing. But the sufferings of the poor soldiers can 
scarcely be described ; while on duty they are unavoidably 
exposed to all the inclemency of storms and severe cold ; at 
night they now have a bed of straw on the ground, and a 
single blanket to each man ; they are badly clad, and some 
are destitute of shoes. We have contrived a kind of stone 
chimney outside, and an opening at one end of our tents 

J^ives us the benefit of the fire within. The snow is now 
irom four to six feet deep, which so obstructs the roads as 
to prevent our receiving a supply of provisions. For the 
last ten days we have received but two pounds of meat .a 
man, and we are frequently for six or eight days entirely 
destitute of meat, and then as long without bread. The 
consequence is, the soldiers are so enfeebled from hunger 
and cold, as to be almost unable to perform their military 
duty, or labor in constructing their huts. It is well known 
that General Washington experiences the greatest solicitude 
for the sufferings of his army, and is sensible that they in 

feneral conduct with heroic patience and fortitude. His 
ixcellency, it is understood, despairing of supplies from the 

poeitioB of Ui6 people, I miut add, Uiat mj mqukntions were puBCtuaUy cemplied 
with, ind in auoiy eountie* eieeeded. NoUiing bvC this great exertion could have 
•aved the arm^ from diiMlotion or atarnng, aa we were bereft of everj hope from 
the commiaaanea. At one time the aoldiers eat erery kind of horae iood but hay. 
Buckwheat, coaunon wheat, rye, and bidian com, compoaed the meal which niade 
their bread. Aa an army, they bore it with the moot heroic patience ; bat anlTerinfi 
like these, accompanied by the want of clothes, blankets, &c. will produce fre<pent 
deeertion in all arayes] and aoit happened with as, though it did not excite a amf*- 
mutiny." 
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Commissary General, has made application to the magis- 
trates of the state of New Jersey for assistance in procur- 
ing provisions. This expedient has been attended with the 
happiest success. It . is honorable to the magistrates and 
people of Jersey, that they have cheerfully complied with 
the requisition, and furnished for the present an ample 
supply, and have thus probably saved the army from des- 
truction. ' 

As if to make up the full measure of grief and embarrass- 
ment to the Commander in Chief, repeated complaints have 
been made to him that some of the soldiers are in the prac- 
tice of pilfering and plundering the inhabitants of their 
poultry, sheep, pigs, and even their cattle, from their farms. 
This marauding practice has often been prohibited in general 
orders, under the severest penalties, and some exemplary 
punishments have been inflicted. General Washington pos- 
sesses an inflexible firmness of purpose, and is determined 
that discipline and subordination in camp shall be rigidly 
enforced and maintained. The whole army has been suffi- 
ciently warned, and cautioned against robbing the inhabitants 
on any pretence whatever, and no soldier is subjected to 
punishment without a fair trial, and conviction by a court 
martial. Death has been inflicted in a few instances of an 
atrocious nature, but in general, the punishment consists in a 
public whipping, and the number of stripes is proportioned 
to the degree of oflence. The law of Moses prescribes forty 
stripes save one, but this number has often been exceeded 
in our camp. In aggravated cases, and with old ofienders, 
the culprit is sentenced to receive one hundred lashes, or 
more. It is always the duty of the drummers and fifers to 
inflict the chastisement, and the drum major must attend and 
see that the duty is faithfully performed. The culprit 
being securely tied to a tree or post, receives on his naked 
back the number of lashes assigned him, by a whip formed 
of several small knotted cords, which sometimes cut through 
the skin at every stroke. However strange it may appear, 
a soldier will often receive the severest stripes without 
uttering a groan, or once shrinking from the lash, even while 
the blood flows freely from his lacerated wounds. This 
must be ascribed to stubbornness or pride. They have, how- 
ever, adopted a method which they say mitigates the an- 
guish in some measure ; it is by putting between the teeth 
a leaden bullet, on which they chew while under the lash, 
till it is made quite flat and jagged. In some instances of 
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incorrigible villains, it is adjudged by the court that the cul- 
prit receive his punishment at several different times, a 
certain number of stripes repeated at intervals of two or 
three days, in which case the wounds are in a state of in- 
flammation, and the skin rendered more sensibly tender ; and 
the terror of the punishment is greatly aggravated. Another 
mode of punishment is that of running the gantlet ; this is 
done by a company of soldiers standing in two lines, each one 
furnished with a switch, and the criminal is made to run 
between them and receive the scourge from their hands on 
his naked back ; but the delinquent runs so rapidly, and the 
soldiers are so apt to favor a comrade, that it often happens 
in this way that the punishment is very trivial ; but on some 
occasions, a soldier is ordered to hold a bayonet at his breast 
to impede his steps. If a non-commissioned o£Bcer is senten- 
ced to corporeal punishment, he is always degraded to the 
soldier's rank. The practice of corporeal punishment in an 
army has become a subject of animadversion, and both ihp 
policy and propriety of the measure have been called in 
question. It may be observed that the object of punishment 
is to exhibit examples, to deter others from committing 
crimes ; that corporeal punishment may be made sufficiently 
severe as a commutation for the punishment of death in 
ordinary cases ; it is more humane, and by saving the life of 
a soldier we prevent the loss of his services to the public. 
In justification of the practice, it is alleged also, that in the 
British army it has long been established in their military 
code, and it is not uncommon to sentence a criminal to 
receive a thousand lashes, and that they aggravate its hor- 
rors in the most cruel manner, by repeating the stripes from 
day to day, before the wounds are healed ; and instances are 
not wanting of its having been attended with fatal conse- 
quences. On the other hand, it is objected, that corporeal 
punishment is disreputable to an army, it will never reclaim 
the unprincipled villain, and it has a tendency to repress the 
spirit of ambition and enterprise m the young soldier ; and 
the individual thus ignominiously treated, can never, in case 
of promotion for meritorious services, be received with com- 
placency as a companion for other officers. These objec- 
tions will apply to most other modes of punishment, and it 
remains to be decided, which is the most eligible for the 
purpose of maintaining tliat subordination so indispensable in 
fill armies. 
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Notwithstanding the numerouft difficulties and discourage- 
ments with which our army have been compelled to struggle^ 
we are happjr to &nd that a considerable proportion of Uiose 
soldiers whose terms of enlistment have lately expired, have 
re-eniisted during the continuance of the war. It may seem 
^ extraordinary that those who have experienced such accumu- 
lated distress and privations, should voluntarily encage agab 
in the same service. But amidst all the toils and hardships, 
there are charms in a military life ; it is here that we wit- 
ness heroic actions, and deeds of military glory. The power 
of habit and the spirit of ambition, pervade the soldiers' 
ranks, and those who have been accustomed to active scenes, 
and formed their social attachments, cannot without reluc- 
tance quit the tumult and the bustle of a camp, for the 
calm and quiet of domestic pursuits. There are to be found 
however, in the bosom of our soldiers Uie purest principles 
of patriotism, — ^they glory in the noble cause of their coun- 
try, and pride themselves in contributing to its successful 
termination. It is lumped they will not again be subjected to 
a starving condition. 

nth, — A detachment, consisting of about two thousand 
five hundred men, under the command of Major General 
Lord Stirling, was a few days since sent off in about five 
hundred sleighs on a secret expedition. The sleighs were 
procured, and preparations made, under pretence of going 
into the country after provisions. It is now ascertained that 
the object of the expedition was to attack the enemy in their 
works on Staten Island, by surprise. Our party passed over 
on the ice from Elizabethtown in the night, but the enemy 
having received intelligence of their design, retired into 
their strong works for safety, and the object of the enter- 
prise was unfortunately defeated ; they however brought off 
a quantity of blankets and stores. The snow was three or 
four feet deep, and the weather extremely cold, and our 
troops continued on the island twenty-four hours without 
covering, and about five hundred were slif^tly froxen, and 
six were killed by a party of horse, who pursued our rear 
guard. A number of tents, arms, and a quantity of bagj|;age, 
with several casks of wine and spirits, were brou^t off, 
with seventeen prisoners. 

21lh. — A party of the enemy made an excursion from 
Staten Island in the night, surprised our picquet guard, and 
succeeded in taking off a major, and forty men. Our offi- 
cers were censured for their conduct in not being sufficiently 
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alert to guard agaimt a surprise. We are now rejoicing in 
having a plentiful supply of provi8i<ms and a favorable pros- 
pect of a full supply in future. Our log huts are almost 
completed, and we promise ourselves very comfortable 
quarters for the remainder of the winter. 

A detachment of eighty men, levies and volunteers, under 
command of Captains Keeler and Lockwood, marched to 
Morrisania in the night, and made an attack on Colonel Hat- 
field. The Colonel and his men took to the chambers, and 
fired out of the windows and down stairs^ at those who enter- 
ed the house. Our party found it almost impossible to dis- 
lodge them till they set fire to the house by puttins a straw 
bed into a closet while m a blaze, which compelled them to 
jump out at the chamber windows to avoid the flames. 
Colonel Hatfield, one captain, one lieutenant, and one quar- 
ter master, and eleven private soldiers were taken and 
brought ofi*. 

We are just informed that on the first of this month about 
two hundred soldiers of the Massachusetts line, who were 
stationed at West Point, pretending that their term of en- 
listment had expired, marched ofi* with the mtention of going 
home. A party of troops was despatched after them, and 
they were Drought back. Several soldiers from other posts 
followed their example. The subject being investigated by 
the proper officers, it was found that many of them had sev- 
eral months to serve, some of these were punished, and the 
remainder returned to their duty. Those whose term had 
actually expired were discharged. During the present 
month, a C(»isiderable number of deserters, both British and 
Hessians, have come from the enenqr. 

February. — Lieutenant Colonel Thompson bad the com- 
mand of about two hundred and fifty men, as an advanced 
party, on our lines. He was instructed to be constantly 
alert, and in motion, that tke enemy might not be able to 
take advantage, and form a plan for his destruction. It hap- 
pened, however, that a detachment of British, Hessians, 
and mounted refugees, were discovered advancing towards 
him, but on account of a verr deep snow obstructing the 
road, they marched slowly, and Colonel Thompson resolved 
to defend his ground. The enemy's horse first advanced and 
commenced skirmishing till their infantry approached, when 
a sharp conflict ensued, which continued about fifteeen min- 
utes ; some of our troops manifested symptoms of cowardice, 
and gave way. The enemy secured the advantasre. and 
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rushed on with a general shout, which soon decided the con- 
test. The Americans lost thirteen men killed, and Captain 
Roberts, being mortally wounded, soon expired ; seventeen 
others were wounded. Lieutenant Colonel Thompson, and 
six other officers, with eighty-nine rank and file, were made 
prisoners. Of the enemy, two officers and eighteen men 
were wounded, and five men killed. One of our men, by 
the name of Mayhew, of Massachusetts, was pursued by 
two of the enemy's horse ; the snow being almost up to his 
hips, they gained fast on him, he inquired if they would give 
him quarter, they replied, " Yes, you dog, we will quarter 
you," and this was again repeated. Mayhew, in despair, 
resolving to give them a shot oefore he submitted to his fate, 
turned and fired at the first horseman, who cried out, ^^ The 
rascal has broken my leg," when both of them wheeled 
round and rode ofi*, leaving Mayhew to rejoice at his fortu- 
nate escape. 

14^^. — Having continued to this late season in our tents, 
experiencing the greatest inconvenience, we have now the 
satisfaction of taking possession of the log huts, just complet- 
ed by our soldiers, where we shall have more comfortable 
accommodations. Major Trescott, Lieutenant Williams, 
our pay master, and myself, occupy a hut with one room, 
furnished with our lodging cabins, and crowded with our 
baggage. 

20th» — Two soldiers were brought to the gallows for the 
crime of robbery. One of them was pardoned under the 
gallows, and the other executed. The poor criminal was 
so dreadfully tortured by the horrors of an untimely death, 
that he was scarcely able to sustain himself, and the scene 
excited the compassion of every spectator. It is hoped that 
this example will make such an impression as to deter others 
from committing similar crimes. 

March* — The present winter is the most severe and dis- 
tressing, which we have ever experienced. An immense 
body of snow remains on the ground. Our soldiers are in a 
wretched condition for the want of clothes, blankets and 
shoes ; and these calamitous circumstances are accompanied 
by a want of provisions. It has several times happened that 
the troops were reduced to one half, or to one quarter al- 
lowance, and some days have passed without any meat or 
bread being delivered out. The causes assigned for these 
extraordinary deficiencies, are the very low state of the 
public finances, in consequence of the rapid depreciation of 
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tbe continental currency, and some irregularity in the com* 
missary's department. Oui soldiers, in general, support 
their sufferings with commendable firmness, but it is feared 
that their patience will be exhausted, and very serious con- 
sequences ensue. 

MprU. — A party of our troops being stationed on the line. 
Under the command of Major Boyles, of the Pennsylvariia 
line, was unfortunately surprised by the enemy in the night. 
The major defended himself in a house till he was mortally 
wounded, when he and his guard surrendered. The enemy 
set fire to several houses, and carried ofi* about fifty of our 
men, and five or six officers, among whom is ensign Thach- 
er, of our regiment. The militia pursued, and retook a 
number of horses, and a quantity of valuable goods, which 
they bad plundered from the inhabitants. 

\9th, — ^The Chevalier de la Luzerne, minister of France, 
with another French gentleman, and Don Juan de Miralles, 
a gentleman of distinction from Spain, arrived at head quar- 
ters, from Philadelphia, in company with his Excellency 
General Washington. Major Trescott was ordered out with 
two hundred men, to meet and.escort them to head quarters, 
where two battalions were paraded to receive them with 
the usual military honors. Several of our general officers 
rode about five miles to meet the gentlemen, and their arri- 
val was announced by the discharge of thirteen cannon. The 
foreign gentlemen and their suits, having left their carriages, 
were mounted on elegant horses, which, with General 
Washington, the general officers of our army, with their aids 
and servants, formed a most splendid cavalcade, which at- 
tracted the attention of a vast concourse of spectators. 
General Washington accompanied his illustrious visitors to 
take a distant view of the enemy's position and works, 
on York and Staten island, and of the different posts of our 
army, while preparations were making for a grand field 
review of our troops. 

24IA. — ^A field of parade being prepared under the direc- 
tion of the Baron Steuben, four battalions of our army w-ere 
presented for review, by the French minister, attended by 
his Excellency and our general officers. Thirteen cannon, 
as usual, announced their arrival in the field, and they re- 
ceived from the officers and soldiers the military honors due 
to their exalted rank. A large stage was erected in tbe 
field, which was crowded by officers, ladies, and gentlemen 
of distinction from the country, among whom were Gh)venKor 

24 
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Livingstcn, of New Jersey, and his lady. Our troops exbib* 
ited a truly military appearance, and performed the manoBu-* 
rres and evolutions in a manner, which afforded much satis- 
faction to our Commander in Chief, and they were honored 
with the approbation of the French minister, and of all 
present. After the gentlemen had received the standing 
salute in review, they dismounted and retired to the stage 
with the ladies, and the troops performed several evolutions, 
and paid the marching salute as they passed the stage. The 
minister of France was highly gratified, and expressed to 
General Washington his admiration at the precision of their 
movements, and the exactness of their fires, as well as the 
spirit and alacrity which seemed to pervade all ranks in the 
army. In the evening, General Washington and the French 
minister attended a ball, provided by our prmcipal officers, 
at which were present a numerous collection of ladies and 
gentlemen of distinguished character. Fire works were also 
exhibited by the officers of the artillery. It is much re* 
gretted that M. de Miralles is confined at head quarters by 
indisposition. 

On the 25th the whole army was paraded under arms, to 
afford M. de la Luzerne another opportunity of reviewing 
the troops, after which he was escorted part of the way to 
Philadelphia. The Spanish gentleman remained dangerously 
sick of a pulmonic fever at head quarters, and on the 28tb 
he expired. 

^ 29th, — I accompanied Dr. Schuyler to head quarters, to 
attend the funeral of M. de Miralles. The deceased was a 
gentleman of high rank in Spain, and had been about one 
year a resident with our Congress from the Spanish Court. 
The corpse was dressed in rich state, and exposed to public 
view, as is customary in Europe. The coffin was most 
splendid and stately, lined throughout with fine cambric, and 
covered on the outside with rich black velvet, and ornament- 
ed in a superb manner. The top of the coffin was removed^ 
to display the pomp and grandeur with which the body was 
decorated. It was in a splendid full dress, consisting of a 
scarlet suit, embroidered with rich gold lace, a three cor* 
nered gold laced hat, and a genteel cued wig, white silk 
stockings, large diamond shoe and knee buckles, a profusion 
of diamond rings decorated the fingers, and from a superb 
gold watch set with diamonds, several rich seals were sus- 
pended. His Excellency General Washington, with several 
Other general officers, and members of Congress, attended 
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the funeral solemnities, and walked as chief mourners. The 
other officers of the army, and numerous respectable citi- 
zens, formed a splendid procession, extending about one 
mile. The pall bearers were six field officers, and the 
coffin was borne on the shoulders of four officers of the artil- 
lery in full uniform. Minute guns were fired during the 
procession, which greatly increased the solemnity of the 
occasion, A Spanish priest performed service at the grave, 
in the Roman Catholic form. The coffin was enclosed in a 
box of plank, and all the profusion of pomp and grandeur 
was deposited in the silent grave, in the common burying 
ground, near the church at Morristown. A guard is placed 
at the grave, lest our soldiers should be tempted to dig for 
hidden treasure. It is understood that the corpse is to be 
removed to Philadelphia. This gentleman is said to have 
been in possession of an immense fortune, and has left to his 
three daughters in Spain, one hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling each. Here we behold the end of all earthly riches, 
pomp, and dignity. The ashes of Don Miralles mingle with 
the remains of those who are clothed in humble shrouds, and 
whose career in life was marked with sordid poverty and 
wretchedness. 

May. — The officers of our army have long been dissatis- 
fied with their situation, conceiving that we are devoting our 
lives to the public service, without an adequate remunera- 
tion. Our sacrifices are incalculably great, and far exceed 
the bounds of duty, which the public can of right claim from 
any one class of men. Our wages are not punctually paid» 
we are frequently five or six months in arrears, and the con- 
tinental money which we receive is depreciated to the lowest 
ebb. Congress have established a scale of depreciation, by 
which the continental bills are valued at forty for one of sil- 
ver, and at this rate they have resolved that all their bills 
shall be called in, and a new emission shall be issued, and 
received at the rate of one for forty of the old emission. 
But the public confidence in p&per money is greatly dimin- 
ished, and it is with extreme difficulty that proper supplies 
can be procured to serve the pressing exigencies of our 
army. I have just seen in the newspaper an advertisement 
offering for an article forty dollars a pound, or three shillings 
in silver. This is the trash which is tendered to requite us 
for our sacrifices, for our sufferings and privations, while in 
the service of our country. It is but a sordid pittance even 
for our common purposes while in camp, but those who have 
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families dependant on tbem at home, are reduced to a 
deplorable condition. In consequence of this state of things, 
a considerable number of ofiScers have been compelled to 
resign their commissions.* His Excellency General Wash- 
ington, is perplexed with an apprehension that he shall lose 
many of his most experienced and valuable officers ; and 
knowing the injustice which they suffer, he has taken a warm 
interest in their cause, and repeatedly represented to Con- 
gress the absolute necessity of making such provision as 
will encourage the officers to continue in service to the end 
of the war. This subject he has pressed with such earnest-* 
ness and solicitude, as at length to effect the desired purpose. 
Congress have resolved that all officers of the line of the army 
who shall continue in service till the close of the war, shall be 
entitled to half pay during fc/e, and the depreciation of their 
pay shall be made good ; and also that they shall receive a 
number of acres of land, in proportion to their rank, at the 
close of the war. This measure meets the approbation, 
and is satisfactory to those who are to be entitled to the pro- 
vision ; but it includes the officers of the line of the army, 
only ; it is not extended to the medical staff, and they con- 
sider themselves pointedly neglected. Why ieire the officers 
of the line allowed this exclusive act of justice, a compen- 
sation for the depreciation of the currency ? If it is just for 
the line, what reasons can be assigned why the staff officers 
should not be included, when the depreciation is known to be 
common to both ? Equal justice should be the motto of 
every government. The officers on the staff have a right 
to think themselves treated with the most flagrant injustice. 
A committee have arrived in camp, from Congress, for 
the purpose of investigating the circumstances and condition 
of the army, and of redressing our grievances, if in their 
power. The regimental surgeons and mates have convened, 
and chosen a committee of three, to wait on the committee 



* The Britiah in New York counterfeited our paper currency bjr cartloads and 
sent it into the country, with the sordid new of increasing its depreciation. Tlie 
officers of the Jersey line addressed a memorial to their state k^lature, setting 
ibrth *' that four months pay of a soldier would not procure for bis fomily a single 
bushel of wheat ; that the pay of a colonel would not purchase oats for his horse ; 
that a common laborer or express rider received four times as much as an American 
officer." They urged that ** unless a speedy and ample remedy was provided, the 
total dissolution of their Une was inevitable." The officers of whole lines announ- 
ced their determination to quit the service. The personal influence of QvoenT 
Washington was exerted with the officers in pseventing their adoption of such min* 
ous measures, and with the states to remove the causes which led to them. 

Raksat. 
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of Congress, and to present for their consideration our com- 
plaints and grievances, and to inquire whether we are to be 
included in the resolve making provision for regimental offi- 
cers, and entitled to the emoluments granted to the line of 
the army ? The committee replied, that they could not 
give a decisive answer, that the subject of our complaints 
did not come under their cognizance, but that they would 
make the proper representation to Congress. 

Our brigade was paraded for inspection and review by 
Baron Steuben, in the presence of his Excellency General 
Washington. The troops appeared to much advantage, and 
the officers received the thanks of the Baron for the milita- 
ry and soldierly appearance of the men. 

lOih. — Dined with Colonel Jackson, who entertained a 
party of gentlemen. Our table was not ornamented with 
numerous covers, our fare was frugal, but decent. Colonel 
Jackson possesses a liberal and generous spirit, and enter* 
tains his friends in the kindest manner. We sat at table till 
evening, enjoying the conversation of the learned Doctor 
Shippin, director general of the hospital department, accom- 
panied by Colonel Proctor and Major Eustis. 

The Marquis de la Fayette has just arrived at head quar- 
ters, lately from France. l*he safe return of this respect- 
able personage, is matter of joy and congratulation. 

26tk — Eleven soldiers are condemned to suffer death for 
various crimes, three of whom are sentenced to be shot ; 
the whole number were prepared for execution this day, 
hut pardons were granted, 'by the Commander in Chief, to 
those who were to have been shot, and to seven others, 
while under the gallows. This was a most solemn and af- 
fecting scene, capable of torturing the feelings even of the 
most callous breast. The wretched criminals were brought 
in carts to the place of execution. Mr. Rogers, the chap- 
lain, attended them to the gallows, addressed them in a 
very pathetic manner, impressing on their minds the heinous- 
ness of their crimes, the jjistice of their sentence, and the 
high importance of a preparation for death. The criminals 
were placed side by side, on the scaifold, with halters round 
their necks, their coffins befiwe their eyes, their graves 
open to their view, and thousands of spectators bemoaning 
their awful doom. The moment approaches when every 
eye is fixed in expectation of beholding the agonies of death, 
— the eyes of the victims are already closed from the light 
of this world. At this awful momenta while their fervent 
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prayers are ascending to Heayen, an officer comes forward 
and reads a reprieve for seven of them by the Commander 
in Chief. The trembling criminals are now divested of the 
implements of death, and their bleeding hearts leap for joy. 
How exquisitely rapturous must be the transition, when 
snatched from the agonizing horrors of a cruel death, and 
mercifully restored to the enjoyment of a life that had been 
forfeited ! No pen can describe the emotions which must 
have agitated their souls. They were scarcely able to re- 
move from the scaffold w^ithout assistance. The chaplain 
reminded them of the gratitude they owed the Commander 
in Chief, for his clemency towards them, and that the only 
return in their power .to make, was a life devoted to the 
faithful discharge of their duty. The criminal who was 
executed, had been guilty of forging a number of discharges, 
by which he and more than a hundred soldiers had left the 
army. He appeared to be penitent, and behaved with un- 
common fortitude and resoluticm. He addressed the sol- 
diers, desired them to be faithful to their country and obe-> 
dient to their officers, and advised the officers to be punctual 
in all their engagements to the soldiers, and give them no 
cause no desert. He exammed the halter, and told the hang- 
man the knot was not made right, and that the rope was not 
strong enough, as he was a heavy man. Having adjusted the 
knot and fixed it round his own neck, he was swung off in- 
stantly. The rope broke, and he fell to the ground, by 
which he was very much bruised. He calmly reascended 
the ladder and said, ^' I told you the rope was not strong 
enough, do get a stronger one." Another being procured, 
he was launched into eternity. 

29th. — ^Four battalions of our troops were paraded for 
review by the committee of Congress, in the presence of 
General Washington ; they were duly honored with the mil- 
itary salute. 

We are again visited with the calamity of which we have 
so often complained, a great scarcity of provisions of every 
kind. Our poor soldiers are reduced to the very verge of 
famine ; their patience is exhausted by complicated suffer- 
ings, and their spirits are almost broken! It is with extreme 
pain that we perceive in the ranks of the soldiers a sensible 
diminution of that enthusiastic patriotism, and that ardent 
attachment to our cause, by which they were formerly dis- 
tinguished. Much praise is due to the officers of every 
grade, who make all possible exertions to encourage, to 
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satisfy and to soothe the desponding spirits of the soldiery. 
Under the most trying circumstances however, both ofiScers 
and soldiers retain Uieir full confidence in the wisdom and 
goodness of our illustrious Commander in Chief, whom they 
almost adore, looking up to him as children to an affectionate 
father, participating in the same sufferings. Another source 
of dissatisfaction is the great inequality subsisting among the 
soldiers respecting their pecuniary compensation. Those 
who enlisted at an early period, for a small bounty, now find 
in the ranks with themselves, others who have recently 
enlisted for a bounty of more than ten times the nominal 
value. This, as may be supposed, excites the most poig- 
nant chagrin and disgust, and with other causes of discontent, 
has produced a considerable degree of relaxation in disci- 
pline, and an unusual number of desertions from our ranks. 
An event still more alarming occurred on the 25th instant. 
Two regiments of the Connecticut line took the liberty ^to 
parade without their o£Bcers, and in the spirit of mutiny, 
resolved to march into the country to relieve themselves 
from present difficulties, and to furnish themselves with pro- 
visions at all hazards. Colonel Meigs, in attempting to re- 
store order, received a blow from one of the mutineers. A 
brigade of Pennsylvanians was ordered to arrest their pro- 
gress. The leaders were secured, and the two regiments 
were returned to their duty. Their complaints are, -that 
they have too long served the public without any present, or 
a prospect of future recompense ; that their sufferings are 
insupportable, that their pay is five months in arrear, and 
that it is of no value when received. These circumstances 
are known to be substantially true, and in justice they ought, 
and undoubtedly will, be admitted in extenuation of the 
crime which they have committed. It is nevertheless indis- 
pensably important, that every symptom of insubordination 
should be crushed as soon as discovered, lest the example 
become contagious, and involve the whole army in ruin. 

June, — In consequence of some movements of the enemy, 
our brigade was ordered to Chatham. A party of the ene- 
my, about five thousand strong, came out of New York on 
the 7th instant, to a place called Connecticut Farms, where 
they burnt a few houses and plundered the inhabitants, but 
being opposed by General Maxwell's brigade of Jersey 
troops, and the militia, who turned out with spirit, they soon 
retreated to Elizabethtown point, with some loss, and were 
pursued by our troops. In this little skirmish, the British 
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General StirliDg received a wound, which it is supposed will 
prove mortal. A number of other oflScers and soldiers, on 
the side of the ^J^itish, were killed and wounded, and twenty 
prisoners taken by our militia. Our loss does not exceed 
ten or twelve killed, and twenty or thirty wounded. 

Among the horrid and barbarous deeds of the enemy, one 
has just been perpetrated, which will be an everlasting stig- 
ma on the British character. In the vicinity of the Connec- 
ticut Farms, state of New Jersey, resided the Rev. James 
Caldwell, a Presbyterian minister. This gentleman had 
uniformly taken an active part with his parishioners on the 
side of the Americans, in consequence of which he was 
marked for British vengeance. On the approach of the ene- 
my, he retired into the country, leaving his^ lady with the 
care of the family, supposing that the customary respect for 
the female character would be a pledge for her safety. On 
the arrival of the royal troops, Mrs. Caldwell entertained 
the officers with refreshments, and after they had retired, 
3he.and a young woman having Mrs. Caldwell's infant child 
in . her arms> seated themselves on the bed, when a soldier 
came and put his gun into the window of the room ; Mrs. 
Caldwell said '^ don't attempt to scare me," he shot her 
through th^ breast and she instantly expired. A British oiS- 
cer soon after came, and throwing his cloak over the corpse, 
parried it to the next house. Thus was murdered an amiable 
and excellent lady, and a worthy husband left with nine chil- 
dren, destitute of even a change of clothes, or any thing to 
render them comfortable. The house and every article be* 
longing to this respectable family were consumed, together 
with the church and thirteen dwelling houses. The British, 
during their excursion, took the opportunity of distributing a 
number of handbills, containing a pompous account of the 
capture of Charleston, South Carolina, by Sir Henry Clin- 
ton, with the garrison, commanded by Major General Lin- 
coln. This unfortiinate event is now confirmed by Generals 
Arnold and Wayne, who have just arrived from Philadelphia. 
General Lincoln was posted in the town of Charleston, with 
a force consisting of between two and three thousand men, 
including militia and seamen. General Clinton invested the 
town mth a powerful fleet, and an army of thirteen thou- 
sand strong. He proceeded with regular approaches, till 
be advanced within twenty-five yards of the American lines, 
and repeatedly demanded the surrender of the garrison. 
Through the very judicious management of General Lincoln, 



(be 9Jbef9 wa$ Drc^ftctad from itlie )<3lb of April io Ab IMi 
qi May ; ^d dariog fiftean dnyi of thU tiina his troopt wer« 
reduced tp aa allowance ^f w owices of pork » mao> and 
for the iMt w day«y to poa aod a half pint of rieef and thre^ 
oumes of 9agar, a dt^y. Ganaral Lincoln bad to consult ihm 
interest and opinions of the iababitiitfs, which greatly h^ 
creased his embarrassments. At length the lines of defence 
heiiig almost entirely demolished) by lui incessant bombard* 
ment and canooniide, the besieged ware reduced to the last 
extremity, and being in hourly expectation of an aiwault, it 
was agreed between General jLincoln.nod the principal in- 
liahitantSy that the town and garrison should be suuendered 
hy capitulation. GtenerfU jLincoln, in this mo/it importaot 
tpansgcUoii of his life, mMiiCested a cool intrepidity, a ze^jLr 
ous perseverance, and a presence of mind which proclaim 
him preeminently qualified to encounter the extreme difficult 
ties and dangers, in which he was myolved ; tod the terms 
of ^urrender were as honorable as could haF^ been ex* 
pe^^tod. 

l^A. — Major Lee, from Tirginia, has jnst arrived in 
caipp, with a beautiful corps of Ught horse^ the men incam* 
plete uniform, and the horses very elegant and finely disci* 
pliued. M^or Lee is said to be a man of great spirit and 
enterprise, and much important service is jQXpected from 
him. By a geatlemad just from Naw York, wa are inform* 
ed that General Stirling died a few days jRgo ef the wonnda 
which he received in the skirmish with our troops on the 7th 
instant. 

I6tk. — ^A soldier of the Jersey line was hanged for at* 
tempting, to. desert to the enemy. This is ooe of those har- 
dened villains who were pardoned under the galloirs. about 
three weeks since. 

1 9/A.— rFour emissaries frocn the enemy, were found con* 
(pealed in a barn, belonging to a toir, in Uie vicmity of onr 
Unas ; one of them,* their leader, refused to surrender, and 
was killed on the spot. The other three were tried by a 
court martial, and being convicted as spies, were sentenced 
to be hanged. These unfortunate young men came to the 
gallows overwhelmed with the horrors of death. Their 
whole frames were thrown into a tremor, and thev wene 
tortured at the sight of the gallows and halters. They had 
flattered themselves that mercy would be extended to tiiem» 
and that they would either be pardoned, or their lives he 
prdoBged for a few days ; but when they found that 4he 
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executioner was aboat to perforin his office, their moumfal 
cries and lamentations were distressing beyond description^ 
It has somewhere been noted that a girl walked se^en miles 
in a torrent of rain, to see a man hanged, and returned in 
tears, because the criminal was repriered ; on the present 
■occasion, a heart so full of depravity, might have enjoyed 
an indulgence even to satiety. 

- The enemy in New York are reported to be in motion, 
and we shall probably very soon be called to engage in bat- 
tle. Greneral orders are issued for the whole army to be in 
readiness to march at a moment's warning. At six o'clock 
in the morning of the 23d, the alarm guns were fired, and 
the drums throughout our camp beat to arms, announcing the 
approach of the enemy ; the whole army is instantly in mo- 
tion, the scene to my contemplation is awfully sublime, yet 
animation and composure seem to pervade every counte- 
nance. The present hour is undoubtedly pregnant with 
death and carnage ; every arm is nerved for defence, and 
every heart, it is presumed, fortified to abide its destiny. 
Soon after the alarm, our advanced partv, consisting of Gen- 
eral Maxwell's brigade, and a few militia, discovered the 
enemy advancing towards the village of Springfield. A 
close engagement with the enemy's advance immediately 
ensued ; but being pressed by four times our number. Gen- 
eral Maxwell, after an obstinate resistance, was obliged to 
retreat, till a reenforcement could arrive. Our brigade, 
commanded by General Stark, soon joined Maxwell, on the 
high ground near the village of Springfield. Colonel Angel's 
r^ment, of Rhode Island, with several small parties, were 
posted at a bridge over which the enemy were to pass, and 
their whole force, of five or six thousand men, was actually 
held in check by these brave soldiers for more than forty 
minutes, amidst the severest firing of cannon and musketry. 
The enemy, however, with their superior force, advanced 
into the village, and wantonly set fire to the buildings. We 
had the mortification of beholding the church, and twenty or 
thirty dwelling houses and other buildings, in a blaze, and 
they were soon consumed to ashes. Having thus completed 
their great enterprise, and acquired to themselves the honor 
of burning a village, they made a precipitate retreat to 
Elizabeth Pomt, and the ensuing ni^t crossed over to Staten 
Island. Our brigade was. ordered to pursue the retreating 
enemy, but we could not overtake them ; we discovered 
several fresh graves, and found fifteen dead bodies, which 



JUNE.] MILITAET JOURNAL, 1780. Id7 

they left in the field, and which we buried. We were in- 
formed by the inhabitants, that they carried off eight or ten 
wagon loads of dead and wounded. Our militia took fifteen 
prisoners. General Knyphausen was the commander, and 
his force consisted of five or six thousand men ; the particu* 
lar object of the expedition is not ascertained ; if it was to 
force their way to Morristown, to destroy our magazines 
and stores, they were disappointed ; if to bum the village 
of Springfield, they are welcome to the honor of the exploit. 
Our troops were comn^anded by Major General Greene ; not 
more than one thousand were brought into action at any one 
time ; their conduct was marked with the commendable 
coolness and intrepidity of veteran troops. Colonel Ai^el^s 
regiment, in a special manner, acquired immortal honor, by 
its unexampled bravery. In the heat of the action, some 
soldiers brought to me in a blanket, Captain Lieutenant 
Thompson, of the artillery, who had received a most formi- 
dable wound, a cannon ball having passed through both his 
thighs near the knee joint. With painful anxiety, the poor 
man inquired if I would amputate Doth his thiehs ; sparing 
his feelings, I evaded his inquiry, and directea him to be 
carried to the hospital tent in the rear, wher« he would re- 
ceive the attention of the surgeons. ^' All that a man hath 
will he give for his life." He expired in a few hours. 
While advancing against the enemy, my attention was di- 
rected to a wounded soldier in the field. I dismounted and 
left my horse at a rail fence ; it was not long before a cannon 
ball shattered a rail within a few feet of my horse, and some 
soldiers were sent to take chaise of the wounded man, and 
to tell me it was time to retire. I now perceived that our 
party had retreated, and our regiment had passed me. I 
immediately mounted and applied spurs to my horse, that I 
might gain the front of our regiment. Colonel Jackson being 
in the rear, smiled as I passed him ; but as my doty did not 
require my exposure, I felt at liberty to seek a place of 
safety* It may be considered a singular circumstance, that 
the soldier above mentioned was wounded by the wind of a 
cannon ball. His arm was fractured above the elbow, with- 
out the smallest perceptible injury to his clothes, or contu- 
sion or discoloration of the skin. He made no complaint, 
but I observed he was feeble and a little confused in his 
mind. He received proper attention, but expired the next 
day. The idea of injury by the wind of a ball, I learn, is 
not new, instances of the kind have, it is said, occurred in 
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itMl battles, aM at'e tfmdsl constantly tlttindled with fatal 
effects. 

Our troops in cainp are in general bealifay, but we are 
troubled with many pei'ptexing instances of indisposition, 
wcasionM by absence fr<»n home, called by Dr. Cullen tior- 
idlgiai or home sickness. TiAi complaint is frequent atiion|^ 
the mOHia, and reeraittf frotn New Englahd. Thejr becomi 
dell and melancholy^ with loss of appetite, restleds nights, 
and great weakness. Ill some instances they becoihe b6 
l^pochondriacal as to be proper subjects for the hospital. 
This fisease is in many instances cored by the raillery of 
the old soldiers, but is generally suspended by a constant and 
active ei^gement of the mind, as by the drill exercise, 
eamp discipline, and by uheommon anxiety, occsorioned by 
the prospect of a battle. 

JVaemnei^ July. — Our brigade miarched from Short Hills 
on the S6th of June, and arrived at Prackanes, Jersey, the 1st 
of July. I rode with Dr. Tenney, and Captain Hughes, about 
fire miles, to take a view of the Passaic falls, called by 
aom^ Tdtowa falls, which are represented as a great natu* 
ral curiosity. The Passaic river runs over lai^ rocky 
mountains covered with fir trees. At this place an immense 
body of rock would totally interrupt its passage, had it not 
been by some stupendous i>ower rent in several places from 
top to bottom, forming huge clefts, some of which are twen- 
ty or thirty feet wi<te, others not more tiian two or three> 
mid from fifty to seventy feet deep. The depth of one of 
them, it is said, has never been asceHainea. It is her^ 
that the whole torrent of the river falls perpendicularly, 
with amazing violence and rapidity, dovm a rocky precipice 
of seventy feet, with a tremendous roar and foaming. Bui 
beiB|; interrupted in its course, by craggy rocks, it turns ab- 
ruptly to the right, and again to the left, and falling into 
huge cavities below, the whole torrent vanishes from our 
sight ; but steppii^ to another precipice a few yards distant, 
we behold the same torrent emergi^from its subterrataeous 
eourse iind rushing into a large basin or cavern, fbrmed in 
the rock. This basin contains forty fathoms of water, and 
is never full, but its rocky walls on aJI sides ascend sixty feet 
above the surface of the water. Such is the astonishing 
depth of this receptacle, that the water neither foams nor 
forms whirlpools by the rushing current, but is calm and un- 
disturbed. From this basin the water rushes ihrouf^ its 
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outlet, reAssmiiM the forln of a rivery and in majestie si- 
lence pursues its coarse towards the sea. 

In the afternoon we were invited to viait another curiosity 
in the neighborhood. This is a monster in the human form. 
He is twentT-seven years of age, hia iace from the upper 
part of his forehead to the end of his chin, measures twenty 
mehes, and round the nppef part of his head is twenty-one 
inches^ his eyes and nose are remarkably large and promi- 
nent, chill long and pointed. Hb features are coarse, irregi»- 
lar ittd disgusting, and his voice is rough and sonorous. His 
bo^ is Only twenty-seven inches in Tengtli, his limbs ^ are 
small, and much deformed, and be has the use of one hand 
only. He has never been able to stand or sit ap, as he can- 
not dupiport tlie enormous w«iriit of his head ; nut lies con» 
stantly m a large cradle, with his head supported (m pillows. 
He is visited by great nambers of people, and is peculiarly 
fend of the compaiqr of clergymen, always inqiriring for them 
among his visitors, and taking great pleasure in receiving 
religions instruction. General Wasbintton made him a 
visit, and asked, ^^whether he was a whig of tory ?" He 
risplied, that ^* he had bever taken an active part on either 
side." 

bth. — ^I took an excursion a fdw miles into the country, to 
visit the surgeons of the flying bospital ; took tea at their 
quarters, with a wedthy Dutch family, and was treated 
with groat civility. They live in a style sujMrior to the 
Low Dutch in general ; Uie table was amply fumislied with 
cherries, raspberries and other frnlts, which abound in this 
country. 

10<^.-— The eiScevs of our regiment, imd those of Colonel 
Webb's, united in providing an entertainment, and invited a 
Teaptetabte number of gentlemen of our brigade to dine ; 
Dr. West and myself were appointed caterers and superin^ 
tendents. We erected a larg(d arbor, with the boughs of 
trees, under which fve eidoy^d an elegant dinner, and spent 
the idOtemoon in social ^ee, ^ith some of the wine whicB 
Was taken frota the enemy when they tMreated from Eliza-, 
bethtown. Our drums and fifeft atforded as a favorite music 
tHl eveumg, wben we were delighted with the song compos- 
ed by Mr. Hopkinson, called the «' Battle of the Kegs," 
sung in the best style bv it number of gentlemen. 

14/&.^— An express has arrived at head quarters, from 
Rhode Islmi^ with the pleasing information of the arrival 
there of a French fleet, accompanied by an army of six 
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thoasand regular troops, who are to cooperate with our army 
as allies in our cause. They are commanded by Count 
Rochambeau, a distinguished general in the French service. 
20th, — In general orders, the Commander in Chief coH' 
gratulates the army, on the arrival of a large land and naval 
armament at Rhode Island, sent by his Most Christian Ma- 
jesty, to cooperate with us against the common enemy. 
The lively concern which our allies manifest for our safety 
and independence, has a claim to the affection of every vir- 
tuous citizen. The general, with confidence assures the 
army, that the officers and men of the French forces, come 
to our aid, animated with a zeal founded in sentiment for us, 
as well as in duty to their prince, and that they will do every 
thing in their power to promote harmony and cultivate 
friendship ; he is equally persuaded on our part, that we 
/ shall vie with them in their good disposition, to which we are 
excited by gratitude as well as by common interest, — and 
that the only contention between the two armies will be to 
excel each other in good offices, and in the display of every 
military virtue. This will be a pledge of the most solid 
advantage to the common cause, and a glorious issue to the 
campaign. The Commander in Chief has recommended to 
the officers of our army, to wear cockades of black and 
white, intermixed, as a symbol of friendship for our French 
allies, who wear white cockades. 

22d. — The officers of our regim^t received an invitation to 
dine with Major General Lord Stirling. We were introduced 
to his Lordship by Colonel Jackson, and were received with 
great civility and politeness. Colonel Biddle and his ladv were 
of the guests. Our entertainment was sumptuous and elegant. 
After the covers were removed, the servants brou^t in paik 
filled with cherries and strawberries, which were strewed over 
the long table ; with these and excelleat wine, accompanied by 
martial music, we regaled ourselves till evening. This gentle- 
man's proper name is William Alexander, and he is a native of 
the state (» New York. He visited Scotland m pursuit of the 
title and estate of an earldom, which he claimed as the riditful 
heir of his ancestor, who had this title, and a grant of Nova 
Scotia, anno, 1621. In this pursuit, he expended a large pro- 
portion of his fortune, but failed in pbtaming an ackniiwledg- 
ment of his claim by the government ; yet, by csurtesy, he 
bears the title of Lord Stirling. He is considered as a brave, 
intelligent and judicious officer. In the battle on Long Island 
in August, 1776, he unfortunately fell into the hands of the en^ 
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emy ; but it occasioned no impeachment of his character and 
C(»iduct. He possesses the genuine principles of patriotism, 
and is stroi^Iy attached to Greneral Washington. He disclosed 
to the Commander in Chief, the intrigue of General Conway, 
when in 1777, he attempted to supersede his excellency, saying 
in his letter, ^^ such wicked duplicity of conduct, I shall always 
think it my duty to detect." In liis personal appearance, his 
lordship is yenerable and dignified ; in his deportment, gentle- 
manly and graceful ; in conversation, pleasmg and interesting.* 
He is said to be ambitious of the title of lordship. Being pre- 
>«ent at the execution of a soldier for desertion, the criminal at 
the gallows repeatedly cried out, ^^ the Lord have mercy on 
me ;" his lordship with warmth exclaimed, ^^ I won't, you 
rascal, I won't have mercy on you." 

2Sd. — Sunday I attended a sermon preached by Mr. Blair, 
chaplain of the artilleiy. The troops were paraded in the open 
field, the sermon was well calculated to inculcate religious 
Drinciples, and the moral virtues. His Excellency General 
Washmgton, Major Generals Greene and Knox, with a number 
0f other officers, were present. 

•tft^utf. — Orders were given for the army to be in readiness 
for a movement. 

Camp, High Lands. — ^According to orders, our brigade 
marched from Prackanes on the 29th of July, and encamped at 
Paramus at ni^t, fifteen miles. The men were exceedingly 
affected with the heat and fatigue. We marched on the sucn 
ceeding day at two o'clock in the morning ; at this early hour, 
the drums beat the revdUe, which summons us from our hard 
beds and slumbers, in haste we roll up our travelling bed fur- 
niture, strike our tents, order them thrown into the wagons, 
mount our horses, and with a slow pace follow the march of 
•our soldiers, bending under the weipit of tfie burden on their 
backs. We arrived at the North river and crossed the ferry, 
August lat, where we found the whole of our main army col- 
lected to a point. All the troops from West Point that can be 
spared, and detaclmients from different stations, have formed a 
junction in this vicinity. Two brigades have been selected 
from the different regiments in the main army, to form a corps 
of light infantry,, to be commanded by the Marquis de la 
Fayette. Tb^ have heea reviewed by the Commander in 
Chief and other gaieral officers, on the grand parade, and are 
pronounced to be as excellent a corps as can be produced in any 
■ 1 1 — ■ — . . 

^ Hit lordabip disd at Albany, Janoiry 16th, 1788, aged fifty-fleyen rears. 
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ariDjr. The Marqvis is delimited wifh lus conunaBd, and w 
at his own expense providing for them some extra equipmeals. 
It is understood, that (}«iKral Clinton has despatdied a part 
of the British fleet and army on an expedition against our tm^ 
the French fleet and army at Rhode Idand. The whole of our 
army having crossed to the east side of the Hudson, it is eonr 
jectured that his Excellency contemplates some important en- 
terprise against the enemy at Neav ¥ork, or at least to compel 
General Clinton to recsd hb ^Lpedition from Rhode Island^ 
for his own safety. Our Commander in Chief has ordered that 
the army disencumber itself of all heavy baggage, which with 
the women and children, are to he immediately sent to West 
Point, and that the troops h«ve constantly two days provbions 
cooked on hand, and hold themselves in readiness to march at a 
moment's warning. Such is ouricondition for order and regu- 
larity, that the iniole army, which occupies an estent of seve- 
ral miles, can be put in motion, and take up a line of march im 
less than one hour. The horses belonging to onr baggage wae- 
ons, and to the artillery, are constantly an bamisss, and those be- 
longing to the officers are kept in readiness ; every man,.andev«> 
ery horse are taught to know their place and their duty. March- 
ing orders, so soon as issued, are conununicated to^eaeh brigade 
and regiment. The whole line of eBcamBment jesounds *with 
martial music, all is bustle and activity, but free from coifi»> 
sion. The drums and fifes beating a march, the tents are in- 
stantly struck and throfwn into wagons, the line of march com- 
mences, every subordinate officer and soldier follows his. com- 
mander, and whether to rush into battle and encounter the dogs 
of war, or only to manoeuvre in the field, .it is no man's business 
to know or uiqutre. The aeciet is vrtiere it ought to be, in the 
breast of him who directs onr destiny, and whom it is «ar nride 
to obey. Such is the state and condition of a well regniated 
and disciplined army, and such ody can attain to militaij fame 
and gbry . It is now ascertained, August 4th, that the farmid^ 
able manoeuvre of our army has effected the object intended. 
The enemy's expedition to Rhode Island has returned to New 
York, in consequence probably of the alarm excited for the 
safety of that city. Orders are now received, for our army to 
recross the Hud^n to die Jersey shore. Our brigade crossed 
the tetry mihe nig^ of the dth, and encamped in a field about 
five miles from the feriy. The crossine of the whole army, 
occupied three days and nig^rts, during which a vast number of 
large boats ajod floats were continually m motion. On the 6th, 
marched to Greenburii, and on the 7tb and SUi, the whole aciqy 
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arrived and encamped at Orangetovm. The light infantry, 
under the Marquis, is constantly advanced three miles in front 
of the army. The fatigue, ^d extreme beat, durmg this 
march, have produced very unfavorable effects oh our troopg, 
and they are noiv becomuag sickly. Cholera morbus, dysentery 
and remittent fevers, are the prevailing complaints, which de- 
mand all my attention. 

Campy Orangeiaunj •Augwt 9(A. — Dined with the Baron 
Steuben, laid spent the afternoon with the guests. The Baron 
Veeps a splendid table, and treats his visitors with polite atteiH 
tioo. Captain William North, of our regiment, is one of the 
^ds de camp of the Baron, and has mgratiated himself so high^ 
ly in his favor, that he treats him with all the affection of a son. 

A committee from Congress, have again arrived in our camp, 
with the view of investigating the affairs of the army, to attend 
to complaints, and to redress grievances, ao far as may be in 
their power » and they will find that their task and duty are 
not to be envied. The regimental surge<ms and mates have 
deputed a committee to present a list of our grievances for their 
honors' consideration. We claim of Congress the same emolu- 
ijaents and remuneration which are promised to the officers of 
the line of the army. 

14X&. — ^Visited Dr. Cochran, our surgeon general, at his 

?|uarters in the country, and thence proceeding to the light in- 
iauDtry encanoipment, took tea with Major Trescott and Captain 
Cushuog. I accompanied a number of officers to Dobb's ferry, 
where our troops are engaged in erecting a block house and 
batteries, to defend the passage at the ferry way. The Hud- 
son at this place is about three miles wide, so that no battery 
can prevent the enemy^s shippbg from passing up the river 
from New York. 

2(Hh. — Sunday, attended a sermon preached by Mr. Enos 
Hitchcock, chaplain to Greneral Patterson's brigade ; the 
troops were assembled in the open field. Mr. Hitchcock is rei^- 
pecied as a sensible and learned divine, of pure morals and correct 
principles. His patriotic zeal and ardent attachment to h^s 
country's freedom, induced him to quit his people and domestic 
^joyments at Beverly, Massachusetts, for the turmoil and fa* 
tigue of camp. I dined with my friends Dr. Sldnner and Ma* 
jor Winslow. We are again visited with the alarming appre- 
hension of a famine ; no meat has been dravm for two days 
past ; no money, no rum, and no contentment among our nii* 
diers, great dissatisbction prevails. 

26 
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25A, — T\ie whole amy ki this qouter his decamped, the 
object and destaatkai a secret ; the ccigectiinl object is to 
procure a sai^ly of pronsioDs, aod forage, fran the iDhabitants 
tNStween the tines, which otherwise would go to safely the 
wants of the enemjr. All the sick and disabled are left in camp, 
and I am directed to take charge of those belonging to oar 
brigade ; bat with this charge I am left entirely de&titate of 

Jirovisioa. Fedi^g myself aothorixed to take a small sajyly 
rom the inhabitants for immediate necessity, I reqaifed from a 
Datchman four aiieep from Us farm ; as be was offended and 
made some opposition, I was obliged to force them from him, 
giving a receipt, that he might recover a compensation from 
the pablic. 

^k. — Our army has retamed from below, with a large 
quantity of forage, and provisions of various IdndB, taken from 
the disaffected inhabitants on the lines. This affords us an im- 
portant relief, when almost m a starving condition. A small 
party of the enemy was discovered near tbe lines, a slight skir- 
mish ensued, and they soon disappeared. 

29th. — I accompanied Captain W. tp the village of Charles- 
town, met Major Ueneral Schuyler, and other eentlemen, at a 
tavern, with whom we dined. Here I learnt uat a duel had 
just been fought between Lieutenant O. and Mr. P. both of 
Colonel Moylaoid's regiment of dragoons, and both of whom were 
vesterday on the most intimate terms of friendship. Mr. O. 
killed his antagonist on the spot, and received a dangerous wound 
in his thigh. >Vhen I visited him, his wounds had been dressed, 
and I was astonished at the calmness and composure with which 
he related all the particulars of this melancholy and murderous 
catastrophe, and the ^onizii^ state of mind of his late friend in 
his dying moments. The duel originated in a trivial misunder- 
standing, which excited these close friends to assume the char- 
acter of assassins, and to hazard life for life. ,Nor did O. dis- 
cover the least sorrow or remorse of ccmscience, for having sac- 
rificed the life of a friend and valuable pfficer, to the mistaken 
points of honor ! 

3(Hh. — Another dreadful appeal has this day been made to 
the deadly combat, on a point of honor. The parties were 
Lieutenant S. and Mr. L. a volunteer in the army ; the latter 
gentleman fell and instantly expired ; his murderer escaped 
uninjured. Thus have two valuable lives been sacrificed with- 
in two days, to what is termed principles of honor, or rather 
to the vindictive spirit of malice and revenge. Is there no 
remedy for this fashionable folly, this awful blindness and per- 
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Tersion of mind, this barbarous and infernal practice, this foul 
stain on the history of man ! The following anecdote is in point. 
The practice of duelling had become alarming in the Prussian 
army, and the great Fr^ric was desirous of checking its pro^ 
gress. Two officers of hig^ rank had engaged to meet in per- 
sonal combat. The king commanded that tbey should fight in 
his presence, and at a time and place which he appointed. 
When the parties appeared,they were astonished to find the whole 
army paraded to witness the combat, a gallows erected, and a 
halter and coffins prepared. The lung now commanded that 
they should decide their fate in his presence, and that the sur- 
vivor should be instantly hung on the callows. The two cham- 
pions were appalled, and glad to implore his majesty-^ forgive- 
ness ; and this example proved an effectual remedy against 
duelling in the Prussian army. 

September. — Intelligence of an unpleasant and distressing 
nature, has just reached us from South Carolina. Our 
southern army, under the command of Major General Gates, 
has been totally defeated, in a general action at Camden 
with Lord Cornwallis, on the 19th of August. General 
Gates, as is reported, retreated with precipitation to the 
distance of eighty miles, to escape the pursuit of the enemy. 
This mortifying disaster gives a severe shock to our army, as 
it must be productive of the most important and serious con^ 
sequences as it respects the welfare of the Southern states. 
In his letter to the President of Congress, General Gates 
says, ^^ In the deepest distress and anxiety of mind, I am 
obliged to acquaint your Excellency with the defeat of the 
troops under my command." The letter states that the 
continental troops displayed their usual courage and bravery, 
but at the first onset of the enemy the whole body of mili- 
tia became panic struck, were completely routed, and ran 
like a torrent, bearing all before them, and leaving the con- 
tinentals to oppose the whole force of the enemy. This 
victory was not obtained without loss on the part of the foe, 
they having upwards of five hundred men, with officers in 
proportion, killed and wonded. The whole number of con- 
tinental officers killed, wounded and missing, is forty-eight. 
Among the killed, is Baron de Kalb, a major general ; while 
leading on the Maryland and Delaware troops, he was 
pierced with eleven wounds, and soon after expired. He 
was a German by birth, a brave and meritorious officer, a 
knight of the order of military merit, and a brigadier genefal 
in the armies of France. He had served three years, with 
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high reputation, in tbe American army. General Gates' 
command in this armj is said to consist of three thonsaad, 
of which namber were only nme hundred continental regu- 
lars. The royalists, under Lord Comwallis, were npwards 
of three thousand two hundred, and a great paK of them 
regular troops. This very unfortunate event has given an 
imprestiou universally unfavourable to the character and 
cewduct of General Gates, as he has disappointed the high 
e\prctatioiii of the nublic. He is indeed a painful example 
of the ^ icisfiiiudes (u the fortune of war ; but it ought not to 
ht^ i^\\\t*cit^ that an otScer should be held accountable for 
Ihfk tirt^tf^t of fortune ; nor for the effects of superior force 
<« nAili^Miji Uk Uk( ei>Mny. Considering the former high cha- 
raoier a«ii «M^rhorioa« aervices of Sic general, we cannot 
\\^^^\ j^^>iri<^i l^iai 10 W cliarfeable with any deficiency in 
Wa^>! ^^ Mt^|Tiu <vr maAact^ awl time and investigation must 
Oe^ kW Iv%»v fj^rW Wat Kmsh guilty of any culpable error.* 

1^ K¥ ilv iiK'^^^" MNk » iW l^^it |Kr»T9««i «• iftM kutki It CiwHf , SB offioer in 
(|)^%^Sv V ' iit»«Kau>» P iiiMi i lm i t witw yU *" ^ i* Ci wJmi to b« •»•, I wwrid not 
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coottaesul troops mm now kA to copo wink tke wkolo British aivir» awi he sot- 
t«ioed tlM dreaiU riioek §ar More tkam m kow» Iraadradi of the Vrmvest of bms 
bmd Mm tromd dus ■eds—ted hsn ; he hiwuir, ib y^teoMl coidlict, wm aeen to 
perry the fimoos bitfws aad pfaa g e his eoroid ialo mmmj opposing breeets. Bet 
also ! the hero is orerpovered ; hevisf receired eforee bejooet woonds, be funts 
md Mis to the froond. Sercral inAndMis ef both armieB were killed while ea* 
daaroariag to ahiekl his hodj. His aid de caaq». Morn, do Bojason, mshed dvoogh 
tbe cfaMhiiif bajooets and siretcbiof his ams orer the bedj of the &Uen herv, 
Mehumed •* 0are tbe bardo delCalb! save tbe baron de KaB»!" The Brittfi 
odkars taternosed and prercated hia inawfdisfe deetroetaon* but he snrfived Ike 
action but a low boors. To a British officer, who kindlj condoled with hhn ia hk 
misfbrttme, he replied, ** I thank joo tor your generous sjnqialhjr, hot I die the 
death I alwajs prajred lor ; tbe death ef a aoUier fighting far the riskts of man." 
His last moments were spent in dietatinc a letter concerning the continental troops 
which supported bim in tbe action, of whom he sud ** he bad no words that eoold 
MAeiantly esprew bii lore tnd hii idnratigii ofihab fakw.*' Oenerid Wa^iof 
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Camp^ SUenrapiey Septewiber 5(A. — Our army marched 
from Orai^etown, and encamped at Steenrapie, yesterday. 
It 18 morticing that our stock of provisions is again exhaust- 
ed ; the soldiers have for several days drawn nothing but 
one pound of flour a man. 

Stk. — I had again the honour of dining at the table of Baron 
Steuben, in company with a number of officers. Notwith- 
standing the scarcity of provisions in camp, the baron^s table 
continues to be well supplied ; his generosity is unbounded. 

lOth. — We are now lamenting the loss of Brigadier 
General Poor, who died last night of putrid fever. His 
funeral solemnities have been attended this afternoon. 
The corpse was brought this morning from Paramus, and left 
at a house about a mile from the burying yard at Hackin- 
sack, whence it was attended to the place of interment by 
the following procession ; a regiment of light infantry, in 
uniform, with arms reversed ; four field pieces ; Major 
Lee^s regiment of light horse ; General Hand and his brig- 
ade ; the Brigade Major on horseback ; two chaplains ; the 
horse of the deceased, with his boots and spurs suspended 
from the saddle, led by a servant ; the corpse, borne by four 
Serjeants, and the pall supported by six general officers. 
The coffin was of mahogany, and a pair of pistols and two 
swords, crossing each other and tied with black crape, were 
placed on the top, The corpse was followed by the officers 
of the New Hampshire brigade ; the officers of the brigade 
of light infantry, which the deceased had lately commanded. 
Other officers fell in promiscuously^ and were followed by 
his Excellency General Wariiington, and other general offi- 
cers. Having arrived at the burying yard, the troops open* 
ed to the right and I«ft, resting on their arms reversed, and 
the procession passed to the grave, where a short eulogy 
was delivered by the Reverend Mr. Evans. A band of 
music. With a number of drums and fifes, played a funeral 
dirge, the drums were muffled with black crape, and the 
officers in the procession wore crape round the left arm. 
The regiment of light infantry were in handsome uniform, 
and wore in their caps, long eathers of black and red. 
The elegant regiment of horse, commanded by Major Lee, 

ton, many yean aft«r on a tiiH to Camden, inquired (or the gn.yt of de Kalb. 
After lookinf on it a while with a countenance marked with thought, he breathed 
a deep sigh and exclaimed, *' So there lies the brare de Kalb; the generous stran* 
ger who came from a distant land to fight our battles, and water with his blood the 
tree of our liberty. Would to God he had Uvsd t9 share with us its fruits !"^(<9«« 
Life of OfH* MarUm.) 
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being in complete uniform and well disciplined, exhibited a 

martial and noble appearance. No scene can exceed in 

grandeur and solemnity a military funeral. The weapons of ' 

war reversed, and embellished with the badges of mourning, 

the slow and regular step of the procession, the mournful ^ 

sound of the unbraced drum and deep toned instruments, 

playing the melancholy dirge, the majestic mein and solemn 

march of the war horse, all conspire to impress the mind 

with emotions which no language can describe, and which 

nothing but the reality can paint to the liveliest imagination. 

General Poor was from the state of New Hampshire. He 

was a true patriot, who took an early part in the cause of 

his country, and during his military career, was respected 

for his talents and his bravery, and beloved for the amiable 

qualities of his heart. But it is a sufficient eulogy to say, 

that he enjoyed the confidence and esteem of Washington. 

llth. — We had a most violent shower of rain, accompa- 
nied with tremendous peals of thunder and lightning ; we 
were obliged to quit our beds in the night, but no part of 
our marquee could shield us from the drenching rain, — ^not a 
blanket about us remained dry. 

I2th. — A soldier was executed for robbery ; he was one 
of five, who broke into a house with their arms, and robbed ^ 

the inhabitants of a sum of money, and many valuable arti- 
cles. He conducted with fortitude at the gallows. 

ISth. — The army was paraded to be reviewed by Gene- 
ral Washington, accompanied by a number of Indian chiefs. 
His Excellency, mounted on his noble bay charger, rode in 
front of the line of the army, and received the usual salute. 
Six Indian chiefs followed in his train, appearing as the most 
disgusting snd contemptible of the human race ; their faces 
painted of various colors, their hair twisted into bunches on 
the top of their heads, and dressed in a miserable Indian 
habit, some with a dirty blanket over the shoulders, and 
others almost naked. They were mounted on horses of the 
poorest kind, with undressed sheep skins, instead of saddles, ' 

a.nd old ropes for bridles. These bipeds could not refrain 
from the indulgence of their appetites for rum on this occa- , i 

sion, and some of them fell from their horses, on their return 
to head quarters. This tribe of Indians is friendly to Amer- 
ica, and it is good policy to show them some attention, and 
give them an idea of the strength of our army. 

Camp^ Orangetown^ or Tappan^ September 20th. — The ^ 

aripy decamped from Steenrapie this rooming, and encamp- 
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ed at Orangetown, or Tappan. His Excellencj General 
Washington, with the Marquis de la Fayette and General 
Knox, with a splendid retinue, left camp on the 1*7 th instant, 
bound to Hartford, in Connecticut, to have an interview with 
the commanding- officers of the French fleet and army, which 
have lately arrived at Rhode Island. 

I have just been introduced to three young clergymen, 
from Connecticut, Mr. Lockwood, Mr. Ely, and Mr. Joel 
Barlow ; the latter is a chaplain in the Connecticut line, and 
is siud to possess a poetical genius. Being present when he 
made a prayer in public, it was remarked that his perform- 
ance was very ordinary, and it was replied that the gentle- 
man had not been much accustomed to public performances, 
and that he was more calculated to attain to eminence in 
the art of poetry, than in the clerical profession. 

2l8t — Major General Greene succeeds to the command 
of our army, in the absence of his Excellency General 
Washington. This gentleman is a native, of the state of 
Rhode Island. His father was an anchor smith, and his 
business in that line was very extensive. He was a mem- 
ber of the society of Friends, and when about to engage in 
a military station, they remonstrated with him, as war was 
a violation of the established principles of their sect. But 
his patriotism and ardent zeal for the cause of liberty, were 
irresistible, and he was, at the age of thirty, appointed a 
brigadier general, by his government, in the year 1775. 
After the battle of Lexington, actuated by a native martial 
ardor, he repaired to Cambridge, and with the troops under 
his command, joined the continental army under General 
Washington. General Greene has conducted in a manner to 
meet the expectations and full approbation of the public, 
and has been promoted to the rank of major general. By 
his military talents, skill and judgment, he has acquired a 
character of the highest order, and is held in respect 
and estimation throughout the army, as second only to the 
Commander in Chief. It is the prevailing sentiment, that 
if in any event of Providence we should be deprived of 
our chief commander, General Greene is, of all others, the 
most suitable character to be his successor ; and in this sen- 
timent there is the greatest reason to believe that the illus- 
trious Washington himself would readily coincide. 

26th. — At three o'clock this morning, an alarm was 
spread throughout our camp. Two regiments, from the 
Pennsylvania line, were ordered to march immediately to 
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West Pointy and the whole army to be held in readiness to 
inarch at a moment's warning. It was soon ascertained that 
this sudden movement was in consequence of the discovery 
of one of the most extraordinary events in modern history, 
and in which the mterposition of Divine Providence is re<» 
markably conspicuous. It is the treacherous conspiracy of 
Major General Arnold, and the capture of Major John Andre, 
adjutant general to the British army. The army being pa- 
raded this morning, the following communication in the 
orders of Gteneral Greene, was read by the adjutants to 
their respective regiments. 

^^ Treason of the blackest dye, was yesterday discovered. 
General Arnold, who commanded at West Point, lost to 
every sentiment of honor, of private and public obligation, was 
about to ddiver up that important post into the hands of the en- 
emy. Such an event must have given the American cause a 
dangerous, if not a fatal wound ; happily the treason has been 
timely discovered, to prevent the fatal misfortune. The provi- 
dential train of circumstances, which led to it, affords the most 
convincing proofs that the liberties of America, are the object 
of Divine protection. At the same time that the treason is to 
be regretted, the general cannot help congratulating the army 
en the happy discovery. Our enemies, despairii^ of carrying 
their point by force, are practising every base art, to effect hf 
bribery and corruption, what they cannot accomplish in a man- 
ly way. Great honor is due to the American army, that this 
is the first instance of treason of the kind, where many were to 
be expected from the nature of our dispute ; the brightest orna- 
ment in the character of the American soldiers, is, tneir haying 
been pro(^ againrt all the arts and 8educti(»s of an insidious 
enemy. Arnold has made his escape to the enemy, but Major 
Andre, the adjutant general in the British army, who came out 
as a spy, to negotiate the business, is our prisoner." 

West Point is situated m the midst of the high-lands, on the 
west side of the Hudson, sixty miles above New York, and sev- 
en below Fishkill. It is a strongly fortified castle, which, widi 
its dependencies, is considered by Greneral Washington as the 
key which lodes the communication between the eastern and 
southern states ; and of all the posts in the United States, this 
is the most important. The position is remarkably well calcu- 
lated by nature for a defensive post, being on a bend of the river 
with rocky ridges rising one above another, and the lofty sum- 
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mil is cohered witb «t rai^ of ledoubtd an^ii batterii^, planned 
by tbe iQost skilful engineers. The most elevated and formidable 
fortress, is erected on a natural platform of rocks very steep, 
and aln^pst inaccessible on every side ; this is called '' Fort 
Putnam/' fro^ the general who bad the priiK^ipal share in itf 
plan aod construction. It overlooks the whole plain below, an} 
commands a landscape view thirty miles in extent, the Hudson 
having the ap{iiearance of a vast canal, cujt through huge mpun* 
tain3« As additional security, an iron chain of inunepse strength, 
is thrown across at the short bend of the river, a^id fixed to 
huge blocks on each shore, and iinder the fire of batteries on 
botfi side9 the river. The links of t^s chain are about twelve 
inches wide, and eighteen long, the bars about two inches square. 
It is buoyed vp by very large logs, of about sixteen feet long, 
piwtod at the ends to lessen their opposition to the force of the 
ewrent, at flocMi and ebb tide. The logs are placed at short 
distances from each other, the chain carried over tl^em and 
made fast to each by staples. There are also a number of an- 
' chors dropped at proper distances, with cables made fast to the 
chain-to give it a greater stability. Snch is the formidable 
state and stre^igth of tiiis post, that it has received the appella- 
tion of the American Ginraltar, and when properly guarded, 
may bid defiance to an army of twenty thousand men. (General 
Arnold was well apprised of the importance of this fortress ; 
no opposition in America could afford the British greater advan- 
tages. It ccffomands the whele extent of country cm the Hud* 
son, from New York to Canada, aiid secures a comemmucaticii 
between the eastern and southern states. 

From the commencement of the American war, General 
Arnold has been viewed in the light of a brave and heroic offi- 
cer, having exhibited abundant proof of his militarv ardor, and 
mvineible temper* He has fou^^t in various battles, with an 
intrepid gallantry which cannot be exceeded, and it is from bis 
bravery in the field, more than any intrinsic merit, that his 
character and fame have been established. His meritorious 
aervices have been amply rewarded by his promotion to the 
rank of major general, but his name will now be transmitted to 
posterity with marks of infamy, and the pages of our history 
will be tarnished by the record of crimes, of the most atrocious 
character, by a native of our land. After the evacuation of 
Philadelphia, by the British, Arnold was appointed to the com^ 
mand in that city, and such was his conduct, as respects both 
his official station, and individual concerns, that his former 
standing and important services, could no longer shield him from 

27 
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public odium, and the just censure of the goremiiiaiit.* Be* 
mg afterward, by his own solicitation, entrusted with the com- 
mand of the post at West Point, he engaged in a secret corres- 
pondence with Sir Henry Clinton, and actually agreed to put 
him in possession of this very important garrison. The Britidi 
general selected Major John Andre, his adjutant general and 
aid de camp, to have a personal interview with the traitor, to 
mature the plan, and make arrangements for the surrender of 
the post. A British sloop of war, called the Vulture, came up 
the ^orth river and anchored near King's ferry, about twelve 
miles below West Point. On board of this vessel were a Col- 
onel RobinsoQ, and Msgor Andre, under the assumed name of 
Jdm Anderson. A communication was now mabtained be- 
tween Arnold, and the persons on board the Vulture, without 
exciting the least suspicion of treasonable designs. But a per- 
sonal interview was found necessary, and the place chosen for 
this purpose was the beach near the house of Joshua Smith, 
Esquire, who has long been suspected of a predilection for the 
British interest. In die ni^t of the 21st instant, Smith by the 
desire of Arnold, went with a boat, rowed by some men em- 
ployed on his farm, and brought Miyor Andre, alias John An- 
derson, on shore, where he was received by Arnold, and con- 
ducted to the house of Smith, within our lines. Andre remain- 
ed concealed at Smith's house till the following night, when he 
became extremely anxious to return on board the Vulture ; but 
the boatmen, whom Arnold and Smith had seduced to bring him 
on shore the preceding night, could not be prevailed on to recon- 
duct him on board, as the Vulture had been driven from her 
station by a cannon cm shore. Finding it impossible to procure 
a boat and men for the purpose, it was resolved that Andre 
should return to New York by land, to which he reluctantly 
submitted, as the only alternative, to escape the danger into 
which he had been betrayed. For this hazardous attempt Ar- 
nold and Smith furnished him with a horse, and with clothes, 
in exchange for his military uniform ; and Arnold gave him a 
passport under the fictitious name of John Anderson, as being 
on public business. Thus prepared, and accompanied by Smith 
part of the way, he procc^ed on his journey. The passport 
served his purpose till he got beyond all our outposts and guards, 
without suspicion. They lodged together at Crompond that 
ni|^t, and Smith having given him directions about the road, 
left him the next morning, within about thirty miles of New 

* See life of Arnold, in the Appendix. 
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Tork. Having arrived at Tarrytown, however, near the luies 
of the royal army, Andre was arrested by ooe of three men, who 
were patrolling between the outposts of the two armies. He 
held his horse by the bridle, till his two companions came from 
their concealment, to his assistance. This was the moment 
which was to decide the fate of the adjutant general of the roy- 
al army. Alarmed and disconcerted, instead of producing tus 
passport, he asked where they belonged ? thqr replied, ^^ To 
below," alluding to New York, ^' ^d so do I," said Andre, 
^^ I am a Britiish officer, on urgent business, and must not be 
detained." He was socm, however, undeceived, and confound* 
ed on being obliged to yield himself a prisoner, and finding his 
passport, though having the authority of Arnold's signature, 
availed him nothing. His captors suspecting that they had tak- 
en a valuable prize, resolved to hold him in durance, and real- 
ize his worth. The unfortunate prisoner now produced his 
gold watch, and said, ^^ this will convince you that I am a gen- 
tleman, and if you will suffer me to pass, I will send to New 
York, and give you any amount you shall namcj in cash, or in 
dry goods ;"* and, pomting to an adjacent wood, ^' you may 
keep me in that wood till it shall be delivered to you." All 
his offers, however, were rejected with disdain, and they 
declared that ten thousand guineas, or any other sum, would 
be no temptation. It is to their virtue^ no less gloriow to 
•Smericoj than Arnold's apostacy is disgraceful, that his de- 
testable crimes are discovered. Their names are John 
Paulding, David Williams, and Isaac Van Yert.f Taking 
their prisoner into the bushes, to undergo a search and ex- 
amination, they found concealed in his boots, the important 
papers, containing exact returns of the state of the forces, 
ordnance and defences at West Point, and its dependencies, 
with critical remarks on the works, with a return of the 
number of troops at West Point, and their distribution ; cop- 



* EnglUh goodt were, at that time, more Talaable than gold or siWer. It has in 
general been understood, that Andre oSered his captors his horse, his parse, and a 
▼altt^le watch, but Dr. Eustis assures me that the above are the &cts, as stated 
to him by Isaac Van Vert, who first stopped Andre. 

t Congress resoWed '* That they have a high sense of the virtooiis and patriotic 
conduct of John Paulding, Daoia WillusmM, and Aaae Van Vert^ In testimony 
where<^, ordered, that each of them receive annually, two humfa^d dollars in 
specie, or an equivalent in the corrent money of these States, during lile, and that 
the Board of War be directed to procure each of them a silver medal, on one side of 
which shall be a shield with this inscription, FUUlity, and on the other, the following 
motto, VineU amor Patrim, and forward them to the conuaander in chief, who is 
requested to present the same with a copy of this resolution, and the thanks of 
Congress for thdir fidelity, and the eminent service they have rendered their country; 
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ies oTeonSdentM lelten fron GesenJ Wa^ingtcn, fcc. Ae.-, 
ftll m the tend Tvritii^ of General ArnoM. Besides whicli) 
(t is aseerUined thftt die traitor earried with bin to the iiH 
tenrieir, e general plan of West Pomt and its Ticiiiitj, and 
all the works, and also paiticiriar plans of eaeh work on a 
large scale, elegaotij drawn by the engineer at that post^ 
Bttt these were not given np to 'Major Andre, it is supposed 
they were to be deHrered at a fntnre tine. The captMs 
now Terj properly delivered their prtsooer, with the papera 
foond on bin, into the hands of lieutenant Cirfonel Janesouy 
the eonmanding olRcer on oor fines. Andre, with the view, 
no doubt, of giving Araold an opportunity to escape, had the 
address to indnce Colonel Janeson to infbrn the traitor, by 
letter, that John Anderson was taken on his way to New 
York. It is probable that Colonel Jameson had not ennin- 
ed the papers in his possession, or it nay well be snpposed, 
that havii^ such anple evidence before bin, he would have 
hesitated befbre complyii^ with this request ; bnt msnspi* 
cioQs of treachery, and under the embarrassnient of flie no- 
nent, as thoi^ his mind was bewildered, or devoid of reasfln, 
he immediately despatched an express to Arnold, at Robin- 
son's house, with the inteB^ence. 

After sufficient time had elaqpsed for Arnold to receive 
the information and make his escape, Major Andre declared 
himself, to C<donel Jameson, to be the Adjvtant General of 
the Britnh army. Sensible of the finesse tdiich had been 
practised on him, Colonel Jameson now despatched an ex- 
press to meet General Washii^on, on his retura from Hart- 
ford to Araold's quarters, with an account of the cajpture of 
Major Andre, and the papers which were found on bin, and 
this was accompanied by a letter from the misoner diselos* 
ing to his Excellency hb real character and conditioo, and 
relating the manner of his capture, &c. It unfortunately 
ha ppene d that the expreas took a dtferemt road and misaod 
irf flseeting the Coasmnder in Chief, and Arnold first receir- 
ed the information about ten o'clock on the m o in i^ of the 
15th instant. At ibis moment Major Shaw and Dr. Mc- 
Henrf , ttvo of his Excellency^ aids, had arrived and were 
at breakfast at Ainold'^s table. Hb confusion was visible, 
but noone could devise the cause. Struck with the pressing 
danger of his situation, expecting General Washii^on would 
soon arrive, the guilty traitor e^ed instantly fiir a ^^ Aarsr, 
mm/ one, c«€» if a w^gun Aorsc,'*— bid a hasty adieu to hb 
wife, and enjdned a poutive order on the m essenge r not to 
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inform that be was th6 bearer of a letter from 'Colonel 
iameson, atid having repaired to his barge, lie ordered tbe 
cockswain widi eight oarsmm to pfoce<Ml down tbe river, 
ttid be was sooq en hoard tbe Vulture, which Andre had left 
two nights before, and which immediately sailed with her 
prize for New York. General Washington arrived about 
twelve o'clock, and was informed that Arnold had absented 
himself, saying he was going to West Pointy and shwild soon 
return. His Excellemsy passed over the river to view the 
works there, but not finding Arnold at his poat he returaed 
in the hope of meeting him at bis quarters^ Bat hene he 
was again disappointed, for ne person GtMdd account for his 
absence. Mrs. Arnold was now in her chamber, in great 
agitation mad distress, deprived of her reason, and Dr. Eua* 
tis in attendance. At a Inoid inlerral she inquired of the 
doctor if General Washington was in the hovse, desiring to 
see bim. Believing that she intended to say soHietiihig which 
wonld explain tbe aeereit of Arnold's unaccoantaUe absence, 
he haatoned below, aoMJ conducted tbe general to her cham- 
her, who remained no longer dias to bear her deny that he 
was General Washington, and to witness the return of her 
distraction. His Excellency aat down to dine, but soon rose 
from the table with apparent agitation, called out Colonel 
Lamb, the commander of artinei7 at West Point, and ez^' 
pressed to him bis suspicion that Arnold had deserted to the 
enemy. In less than two hours it was ascertained that the 
eonjecture was too well founded, for the despatches arrived 
from Colonel Jameson, with an account of tbe capture of 
Major Andre, accompanied by his own letter of confession. 
Major Andre was conducted to West Point, and thence to 
head quarters at Tappan, and a board, consisting of four- 
teen general officers, is constituted and directed to sit on the 
90th instant, for his trial. It was to be expected that Sir 
Henry Clinton^ wonld make every possible wertore and ex- 
ertion with the hope of rescuing his friend, and the adjutant 
general of his army, trtm an ignominious death. According- 
ly he addressed G^eral Washnigton, claimed tbe release of 
Ms|jor Andre, aUeging dial he «agbt not to be considered fat 
the character of a spy, as he had a passport from, and was 
transaetii^ business under tiie sanction of General Arnold ; 
but arguments so Obviously absurd and futile could have no 
influence, and the prisoner was ordered before the military 
tribunal for trial, and tbe following are the particulars of 
their proceedings. 
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Major Andre, Adjutant General to the British army, was 
brought before the board, and the Allowing letter from 
Greneral Washington to the board, dated Head Quarters, 
Tappan, September, 89th, 1780, was laid before them 
and read. 

^^ OBNTLEllBir, 

^^ Major Andre, Adjutant General to the British armjr, 
will be brought before you for your examination. He 
eame within our lines in the night, on an interview with 
Major General Arnold, and m an assumed character ; and 
was taken within our lines, in a disguised habit, with a pass 
under a feigned name, and with the enclosed papers con- 
cealed on him. After a careful examination, you will be 
pleased as speedily as possible to report a precise state of 
his case, together with your opinion of the light in which he 
ought to be considered, and the punuhment ttiat ought to be 
inflicted. The Judge Advocate will attend to assist in the 
examination, who has sundry other papers relative to this 
matter, which he will lay before the Board. 

I have the honor to be. Gentlemen, your 
most obedient and humble servant, 

G. Washington. 
To the Board of Oenend Officers 
convened <U Tappan.^^ 

The names of the officers composing the Board, were 
read to Major Andre, with the following letter of bis to 
General Washingtmi, namely — 

'< &riem, 24<& September, 1780. 

^^ What I have as yet said, concerning myself, was in the 
justifiable attempt to be extricated ; I am too little accus- 
tomed to duplicity to have succeeded. 

«< I beg your Excellency will be persuaded, that no alter- 
ation in the temper of my mind, or apprehension for my 
safety, induces me to take the step of addressing you, but 
that it is to secure myself from an imputatimi of having as- 
sumed a mean character for treacherous purposes or self 
interest — a conduct incompatible with the principles that 
actuated me, as well as wim my condition m life. • 

^^ It is to vindicate my fame, that I speak, and not to soli- 
cit security. 
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^< The jperstti in your possession, is Major John Andre, 
Adjutant General to the British army. 

^^ The influence of one commander in the army of his ad* 
versary is an advantage taken in war. I agreed to meet on 
ground not within the posts of either army, a person who 
was to give me intelligence ; I came up in the Vulture, man 
of war, for this effect, and was fetched by a boat from the 
shore to the beach. Being there, I was told that the ap- 
proach of day would prevent my return, and that I must be 
concealed till the next night* I was in my regimentals, and 
had fairly risked my person. 

^' Against my stipulation, my intention, and without my 
knowledge before hand, I was conducted within one of your 
posts. Your Excellency may conceive my sensation on this 
occasion, and will imagine how much more I must have been 
affected by a refusal to reconduct me back the next night, 
as I had been brought. Thus become a prisoner, I had to 
concert my escape. I quitted my uniformy and was passed 
another way in the night, without the American posts to neu- 
tral ground, and informed I was beyond all armed parties and 
left to press for New York. I was taken at Tarrjtown by 
some vdunteers. 

^^ Thus, as I have had the honor to relate, was I betrayed 
into the vile ccMndition of an enemy in disguise within your 
posts. 

^^ Having avowed myself a British officer, I have nothing 
to reveal but what relates to myself, which is true on the 
honor of an officer and a gentleman. 

^' The request I have to make your Excellency, and I am 
conscious I address myself well, is, that in any rigor which 
policy may dictate, a decency of conduct towards me, may 
evince that though unfortunate, I am branded with nothing 
dishonorable, as no motive could be mine but the service of 
my king, and as I was involuntarily an impostor. 

^^ Another request is, that! may be permitted to write an 
open letter to Sir Henry Clinton, and another to a friend for 
clothes and linen. 

^^ I take the liberty to mentiim the condition of some gen- 
tlemen at Charleston, who, being either on parole or under 
protection, were engaged in a conspiracy against us. Though 
their situation is not similar, they are objects who may be 
set in exchange for me, or are persons whom the treatment 
I receive mi^t affect. 
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'^ It is no les9> Sif > ia a eoafidence ia the geoerotitj of 
your mind, than on account of yoar superior statioa, that I 
have chosen to im|K>Hmie you with this l^ter. I have the 
honor to be, with gteat respect^ Sir, year ExeeUeaey's nost 
obedient and most humble servant, 

John Amabb, Adjutant General. 
JiEf EatctUmiey GsnereJ WaMrngtrnj ^. #«. 4^;." 

and on heiof; asked iriiether he esnfissseil or denied the mat* 
ters contaiMd ia this letter, he ackaowled^d the letter, 
and m addition stated, that be caase on shoie from the Vui« 
tare, sloop of war, in lAs ii^fb of the Slst of September, 
ioBtant, somewhere under the HaFeratraw Mountain. Thai 
the boat he came on shore in carried *^ Af^ '^ ^^ ^ ^4 
on a aufteut coat erer his regimentals, and that he wore hia 
aurtout coat when he was tekeu. That he met Cteaeral 
Arnold on the shore, aud had an interview with him there. 
He also said, that when he left the Vulture^ sloop of war, it 
was understood he was to return that night ; but it was then 
doabted^ and if he could not return, he was promised to he 
eomemki oa diore in a place of safety till the next mgkt^ 
when he was to retain in the same manner he cane ou 
shore, and when the uext day cimm, he waa aalsoitaos to get 
back, mid made imfuiries in the course of the day how he 
should retoni, xfh&k he was inforased he could not re* 
turn that way, and he must tMkm the rente he did afterwards. 
He also said, that the first notice he had of his being withm 
any a/ our posts, was. Us being chsl lan g a d hj the seuby, 
which was the first night he was on shore. He also said, 
that m the evemng of the ttd of Septeadber, mstaat, he 
passed £19 V«^t A«<Msn our paste V^ Asey end Fsiplaufc'^ 
J^ttult, w tkt «(rsss As tt uT fnmai m» end wkirk As imd wo 
•af Ats r^*aKufait, and which dram he procured after he 
landed from the Tuhure, ami when he was within aur pml, 
and that he was proceediag to New York, hut was arrested 
at Tanytowu, as he Ias sneatioued inhis letter, oa Saturdsy, 
the 23d of Septeasber, instant, about wae o'deck m the 



The Beard haviag iaienregated Major Andre she ut his 
concution of his coming on shore «nder the sanctiou of u 
fiag. As satd, fAaf U war iaysifiHi ftt km Ss stq^Mos As 
came an sAora mMlsr cAfll seucfmu, ami added, tihat if he cease 
on shore under thai sanctioBh he cettaisiy as%|ht here 
returned under it. 
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Major in4r« hftviV(K acknowledged the preceding facts, 
and bfling |t9kiid wbeth^r iie had any thing to say respecting 

tbem> vwwer^d, be left ih^m <o operate wkh tbe B<)#fd. 

The eftunipation of U^ivt Mif^ hmg coiclnd^, \m wm 
rei»AiK<te4 into pqeto^. 

• 

^' The Board having considered the letter from his Excel- 
te^ojF, CrQP^fal Washii^^, rdftpeqtipg M^ Aydr e, AdQu- 
t^ Gwei^l tP the Briiifib a^«y» the ^itfe(u»ii» of Major 
M9§9 «UMi (be INW®'* produced to tbem, report to bii £ji-' 
w)k9oy tbe ComtmA^f in Cb^^f > th^ fpllQwrn (bets, which 
lippeAT t^ thwi relative to Major Andre. F^rsti tb«t he 
^ma» on Ahwe frow tbe Yulture) nU»f pf wat , i^ tbe nigbt 
of tbe Slfit U Septeittber, uNstiuit, on an interview witk 
Q^t^fj^ AwAiy ill a privftt^ «wd #ecfM maqaof • Seooodly^. 
that h#. changed bis dress within o«t lines, and i»eder a feig»* 
ed nainf? aad diagoip#d habit> passed onr wodks at Stony anA 
Verplank's Points, in the evening of tbe ^9A of .Septeo[iber> 
instant, and was taken the morning of the 23d of September, 
at Ttr^TtoviD) in l^ disgii^ed habit, being then on his way to 
New York ; and when taken he had in his possession several 

6!^9<Hti whieb o<2p(aini9d intf^ligence fpr the enem^. The 
oari bfaving mfttwrely oomidered tbiasi^ f^ta, do also report 
U> bis {^MolbwQy Giei^ral Wa^i^^ton^ thai H^yar Andie^ 
A^^tMt 6eiiefa) to the BrHisb army, onj^t to be eomid* 
•ce4 Nft a fkfu fron tbe emmjt a^d that %gre9^bijr to tbe 
im mA tta^e «f n%(ipiMif» it in tbejr ppimofthe wigbt to suffiar 

Si^Md, 

R. Howe, „ „ 

Samiiki* H, PAitioirs^ BffigadieJT Gmoral. 

HwM Knox, „ „ Artillery. 

John Glover, ,, „ 

{qhh Patbmpk, „ u 

EdWAWU4I99» 9> )) 

Joan Hunrivcuron ^ )> 

Jeasr ArAW, „ » 

Jdrnn Luf WMS> Jq^ AJlffc^ Q^WMk^^ 
28 
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^^ Head Quarters^ ) 
Biptember SCM, 1780. > 
^^ The Commander in Cbief approves of the opinion of 
(be Board of General Officers, respecting Major Andre, 
and orders that the execution of Major ^oidre take place 
tomorrow, at fire o'clock, p. m." 

' During the trial of this unfortunate officer, he conducted 
with unexampled magnanimity and dignity of character. He 
rery freely and candidly confessed ail the circumstancea 
relative to himself, and carefully avoided every expression 
that nright have a tendency to implicate any other person. 
So firm and dignified was he in his manners, and so honorable 
in all his proceedings on this most trying occasion, that he 
excited universal interest in Us favor. He requested only 
to die the death of a soldier and not on a gibbet. The fol* 
lowing is a copy of a very pathetic letter from Major Andre 
to General Wariimgton, dated 

<< Tappany Oclober l«l, 1780i 
« Sit, 

^' Buoyed above the terrors of death, by the consciousnesa 
of a Kfe devoted to honorable pursuits, and stained with no 
action that can give me remorse, I trust that the request 
I make to your Excellency at this serious period, and which 
ii to soften my last moments, will not be rejected. Sympa- 
thy towards a soldier will surely induce your Excellency, 
and a military tribunal, to adapt the mode of my death ta 
the feelings of a man of honor. Let me hope. Sir, if aught 
m my character impresses you with esteem towards me, if 
aught in my misfortunes marks me as the victim of policy, 
and not of resentment, I shall experience the operation of 
these feelmgs in your breast by being informed that I am not 
to die on a gibbet. 

I have the honor to be your Excellency's most 
obedient and aiost humble servant, 

JoBN Andre, Adjutant General 
to the BritiA aroq^. 

This moving letter, as may be supposed, afected- the 
mind of General Washington with the tenderest sympathy, 
and it is reported that he submitted it to a council of gene- 
ral officers, who decided that as Major Andre was con- 
demaed as a spy, the circumstances of the case would not 
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admit of the request being granted, and his Excellency, from 
a desire to spare the feelings of the unfortunate man, de- 
clined making a reply to the letter. 

Camp, Tappanj October IM. — ^I went this afternoon to 
witness the execution of Major Andre, — ^a large concourse 
of people had assembled, the gallows was erected, and the 
grave and coiBn prepared to receire the remains of this 
celebrated but unfwtunate officer ; but a flag of truce ar- 
rired with a communication from Sir Henry Clinton, making 
another and further proposals for the release of Major Andre, 
in consequence of which the execution is postponed till to* 
morrow at twelve o'clock. 

The flag which came out this morning brought General 
Robertson, Andrew Eliot, and William Smith, Esquires, 
for the purpose of pleading for the release of Major Andre, 
the royal army being in the greatest affliction on the occa- 
sion. The two latter gentlemen, not being military officers, 
were not permitted to land, but General' Greene was ap- 

Jointed by his Excellency to meet General Robertson at 
Cobb's ferry, and to receive his communications. He had 
nothing material to urge but that Andre had come on shore 
under the sanction of a flag, and therefore could not be con- 
sidered as a spv. But this is not true ; he came on shore 
in the night and had no flag, on business totally incompatible 
with the nature of a flag. Besides, Andre himself, candidly 
confessed on his trial, that he did not consider himself under 
the sanction of a flac. General Rdbertson, havii^ failed in 
his point, requested that the opinion of disinterested per- 
sons might be taken, and proposed Generals Knyphausen, of 
the British army, and Rochambeau, of the French army, as 
proper persons. After this he had recourse to threats of 
retaliation on some people in New York and Charleston, but 
he was told that such conversation could neither be heard 
nor understood. He next urged the release of Andre on 
motives of humanity, saying he wished an intercourse of such 
civilities as might lessen the horrors of war, and cited in- 
stances of General Clinton's merciful disposition, adding that 
Andre possessed a great share of that gentleman's afiection 
and esteem, and that he would be infinitely obliged if he 
was spared. He ofiered, that if bis earnest wbhes were 
complied with, to engage that any prisoner in their posses- 
sion, whom (General Washington might name, should imme- 
diately be set at liberty. But it must be viewed as the 
hei^t of absurdity that General Robertson should, on this 
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•ooaiioo^ raflEBr kiuielf to be liH» belup^r of a letter ithitik 
Ibt vile trtkor hmi the coMmMftte effronlerjr to wtite ta 
General Washington. This iisotent Mter is fiUed witb 
threats of retaliatimiy and the aceoiultability of his Exoel- 
leney for the torrenta ef bloodl that night be qpilt if li9 
should ordbr the execution of Major Addre^ It should aeeia 
inposaible that GNBoeral Ibd>ertsoii could sappose that mofa 
insolence voiU receif e anf other treatment than utter oa»* 
tempt. 

Oeioh$r )8d.-*-Major Andre is ne more among tbe lirkig* 
I hare jnst witnessed his exit. It waa a tragical seene a£ 
the deepest interest. During hia cmifinement and trial,' he 
tehibited those proud and elevated seaeibilities wfaiith design 
nate greatness and dignity of mind* Not a murmir or e 
sigh ever escaped him, and the cirflities and attentians be* 
stowed on him were politely admowledgcd. Having Ml 
a DM^er and two siaters in England^ he was heard to meii^ 
tion them in terms of the tenderest affection, and in his let* 
ter to Sir Henry Clintan, he recommends them to Us parti<> 
Cttlar attention. 

The principal guard aflber wha was caestafltly in the 
room with the priaoner, relates that whsn the beef af Ua 
execution was amiounced to him in the momiaf , he received 
it without emotion^ and while all present were affected with 
silent gloom, he retained a firm countenance, widi calmness 
and composure of bsumL Observe^ his servant enter the 
room in tears, he exclaimed^ ^^ Leeve me till you can shoiV 
yourself more manly." His breakfast being sent to him 
from the table of Qeneral Wadi^gton, which had been done 
every day of his confinement, he partook of it as usual, and 
having shaved and dreaaed himself, he placed his hat as the 
table, and cheerfully said to the guard offieuva, *^ i am ready 
at any moment, genUemen, to wait an you." The Altai hour 
having arrived, a large detachmedt of troops waa paraded, 
and an inmiense concourse of people asaenabled ; almost all 
our general and field officers^ excepting hia Excellency aosd 
his staff, were present on horeebuck ; mebmakoly and f^oom 
pervaded all ranks, and the scene wis affectin^ly awfd. I 
was so near during the solemn BBurch to the faUl spot, as to 
observe every movement, and participate in every emotion 
which the melancholy seene waa calculated to produce. 
Migor Andre walked from the stone house, in which he had 
been confined, between two of our aofcaltem efleera, arm in 
arm; the eyea of the immense multitude were fixed on him, 
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who, rising superior to Um fens of deatb, appeated as if 
doBMioas of the dignified deportment which ne displayed. 
He betrayed no want of fortitude, but retained a ooaaplacent 
smile OB his countenance, and politely bowed to several gen- 
tienen whom he knew, which was respectfully returned. 
U was his earnest desire to be shot, as being the mode of 
death most conformable to the feelings of a military man, 
and he had indulged the hope that his request would be 
granted. At the moment, therefore, when suddenly he came 
m view of the gallows, he involuntarily started backward, 
and made a pause. *^ Why thn emotion, Sir," said an offi* 
eer by his side ? Instantly recovering his composure, he 
said, ^* I am reconciled to my death, but I detest the 
aode." While waiting and standmg near the gallows, I ob* 
gerved some degree of trepidation ; placing his foot on a 
stone, and rollii^ it over, and choking m his throat, as if at* 
iemptmg to swallow. 60 soon, however, as he perceived 
that things were in readiness, he stepped quickly into the 
Wagon, and at this nsoment he appeared to shrink, but in- 
itantiy etovating his bead with firmness, he said, ^^ It wUl 
fte but a momentary pang," and takuig from his pocket two 
White handkerchiefs, the provost marshal with one, loosely 
•inioned his arms, and with the other, the victim, after tak- 
mg off his hat and stock, bandaged his ofm eyes with perfect 
firmness, which melted the hearts, and moistened the cheeks, 
not only of his servant, but of the throng of spectators. The 
rope beii^ appended to the gallows, he slipped the noose 
^et his head and adjusted it to his neck, without the assist- 
iBM^e of the awkward executioner. Colonel Scammel now 
informed him that he had an opportunity to speak^ if he de- 
iired it ; he raised the handkerchief from his eyes, and said» 
*^ I pray yon to bear me witness that I meet my fate like a 
brave man." The wagon being now removed from under 
him, he was suspended and instantly expired ; it proved in- 
deed^* but a momentary pang." He was dressed in his 
royal regimentals and boots, and his remains, in the same 
dress, were placed in an ordinary cofBn, dnd interred at the 
foot of the gallows ; and the spot was consecrated by the 
tears of thousands. Thus died in the bloom of life, the ac- 
complished Major Andre, the pride of the royal army, and 
the valued friend of Sir Henry Clinton. He was about 
twenty-nine years of age, in his person well proportioned, 
tall, genteel and graceful ; his mien respectable and drgni* 
fied ; his countenance toild, expressive and prepossessing, 
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indicatire of an intelligent and amiable mind. His talents 
are said to have been of a superior cast, and being cultivated 
in early life, he had made very considerable proficiency in 
literary attainments. Colonel Hamilt(», aid de camp to 
General Washington, having had an interview with him, en- 
tertains an exalted opinion of his character. In the line of 
^is profession, Major Andre was considered as a skilful, 
brave and enterprising officer, and be is reported to have 
been benevolent and humane to our peq>le who have been 
prisoners in New York. MUitary glory was the main spring 
of his actions, and the sole object of his pursuits, and he 
was advancing rapidly in the gratification of his ambitious 
views, till by a misguided zeal be became a devoted victim. 
He enjoyed the confidence and friendship of Sir Henry 
Clinton, being consulted in his counsels and admitted to the 
secrets of his cabinet. The heart of sensibility mourns 
when a life of so much worth is sacrificed on a gibbets 
General Washington was called to discharge a duty from 
which his soul revolted ; and it is asserted that his hand 
could scarcely command his pen, when signing the warrant 
for the execution of Major Andre. But, however abhorrent 
in the view of humanity, the laws and usages of war must 
be obeyed, and in all armies it is decreed, that the gallows 
shall be the fate of spies from the enemy. It was univer- 
sally desired that Major Andre should experience every pos- 
sible favor and indulgence, consistent with his peculiar 
circumstances, but it was well considered, that should he 
be indulged in his request to be shot, it would imply that 
his case admitted of extenuation, and it might be doubted 
whether in justice he ought to be convicted as a spy. The 
British general himself has not hesitated to execute several 
persons of the same description sent from our army into 
New York.* Could Amdd have been suspended on the 



* It 18 with the highest degree of satitfaction, that I am enabled to copy the ibl- 
lowing interesting narrative, vouched by Migor General Hull, of Newton, from 
Hannah Adams' History of New England. Let the reader draw the striking con- 
trast between the conduct of the royalists and the Americans, on an occasifm 
where the duties of humanity and benevolence, were equally and imperiously de- 
manded* 

** The retreat of General Washington, left the British in oomplete possesaion of 
Long Island. What would be their future operations, remained uncertain. To 
obtain inlbrmation of their situation, their strength, and fiiture movements, was of 
high tmportanee. For this purpose. General Washington applied to Colonel 
Knowlton, who commanded a regiment of light infantry, which ibrmed the van of 
the American army, and desired him to adopt some mode of gutting the necessary 
information. Colonel Knowlton communicated this request to Captain Hale, of 
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fibbet erected for Andre, Bot a tear or a sigh would bave 
een produced, but exultation and joy would have been visi- 
ble on every countenance. But General Clinton suffers the 
vile and infamous traitor to elude the hand of justice, and 
even bestows on him a reward for his crime. It may per* 



Connecticut, who was then a captain in his regiment. This joang officer, animat- 
€m1 bj a aenae of datj, and consiiMring that an opportunity presented itself by which 
lie migbt be oaeful to his country, at once ciSand nioaelf a Tolunteer fer this basard* 
ous sendee. He passed in disjguise to Long Island, examined every part of the 
British army, and obtained the best possible information respecting thetr sitaation 
and fiitnre operations. 

" In his atteamt to retnm, he was apprehended, carried before Sir William Howe, 
and the proof of his object was so clear, that he frankly acknowledfed who he was, 
and what were his riews. 

<* Sir William Howe at once gave an order to the proTOst marriial to execute him 
the next rooming. 

*' The order was aocordingly executed in a most unleeUng masner, and by as 
g aat a saiTage as ever disgraced humanity. A clergyman, whose attendance he 
desired, was refused him ; a bible for a moment's devotion was not procured, thouf^ 
he requested it. Letters, which on the mominc of his execution, he wrote to his 
iMther, and other friends, were deatroyed; and Uiia very extraordinary reason gives 
by the provost marabal, * that the rebels should not know that they had a man in 
their army who could die with so much firmness.* 

<« Unknown to all aroond him, withoat a aingle friend to oSbr him the least eon- 
■a l atiop, thus foil as aauable and as worthv a young man as America could boastf 
with this as his dying observation, ' that he only lamented he had but one life to 
lose for his country.' How s u pe r ier to the dying words of Andre. Though the 
aaanner of his execution will ever be abhorred by every friend to humanitv and reli- 
gion, yet there cannot be a question but that the sentence was conformable to the 
rales of war, and the practice of nations in similar cases. 

It is, however, a justice doe to the character of Captain Hale, to observe, thathie 
viotives for engaging in this service were entirely different from those which gene- 
rally infinence others in similar circumstances. " Neidier expectation of promo- 
tion nor pecuniary reward, induced Urn to this attempt. A sense of duty, a hope 
thitt he ought in this way be useftil to his country, and an opinion which he had 
adopted, thut every kind of service necessary to the public ffood, became honorable 
by being necessary, were the great motives which induced him to ongage in an en* 
terprise, by which his connexions lost a moot amiable friend, and his country one of 
its most promising supporters. 

<* Hie &te of Uiis unfortunate young man exeites the most interesting refle<;« 



** To see such a character, in the flower of youth, cheerfoUy treading in the most 
hazardous paths, influenced by the purest intentions, and only emulous to do good to 
his country, without the imputation of a crime, iaU a victim to policy, nuist have 
been wounding to the foelings even of his enemies. 

** Should a comparison be drawn between Major Andre and Captain Hale, injus- 
tice would be done to the latter, shouU he not be placed on an equal ground with 
the former. Whilst elmost every historian of the revolution, has celebrated the 
virtues and lamented the fote of Andre, HaU kas rtmrnned utmoHcid, and it U 
seoree^f ibioten IM amA a charaeter iver tadtied. 

** To the memory of Andre, his country has erected the moot magnificent monu« 
nents, and bestowed on his Amily the highest honors and most liberal rewards. To 
the memory of Hale not a stone has been erected, nor an inscription to preserve his 
ariies fitnn insttlt.'^ 

* In the antunm of 1821, the remains of Major Andre were disinterred, and 
transported to England. Two cedar trees which grew on the grave of Andre, were 
forwarded with his bones. Their rooU had wafped themteWes round the ikall bone 
like s fine netting. 



kftpi be 8iiggo0t6d, that 4ii Uie iMt act of bi^ lifl^ Ma^ AoAm. 
derogated from his character and rtatiiMi. That the laurel* 
to adorn the brow of a soldieri caa odIj be acquired u^ ttei 
ield of battle, and not by eacouragias aots of treaaon, bf 
bribery and cormptioa. I^urpri^e aad stratageo^, it ia weU. 
knovfrn, constitute a valuable part of the art of war, by which 
inauy important objects are effected, and by some it i^ saidt 
that when acts of treason are practised, the infamy devolve 
en the head of the traitors alooe. In the present instaeee, 
it is supposed that Arnold made the first overtqre- It h^ 
well understood that Sir Henry Clinton enjoined it on Andr% 
to transact the business on board the Yulture, and It was his 
own determination not to land on our shore ; but suoh waa 
the management of Arnold, and bis eonfederate Smith, that 
he waa actwiUy eompelledt oontrary to hia awu judgment 
and ntention, to eome within our lines, and this cireunstanee' 

alone placed him in the character pf a common spy* Th« 

Commander in Chief was gaoerattily disposed Ui eempasiv 
sionate his unhappy condition, and to soothe and mitigate hlf 
seerow, and every offieer in the army waa actuated by feel- 
hm of sympathy and tenderness towards him* The baae 
and perfidious Amold is held ia the utmoat abhorroPQci wbA 

detestatios tfarou^heut our array, and his person, with the 

Sarrison at West Poiot into the bargalvi, would have beeici {^ 
ear piirehase to Sir Henry ibr (be kfeof his raluaUefriettd 

and a^utant general. 

Weit Point ia now beoeme a very eelebrated and memo/^ 
able spot, b^ die attempt of the royal geperal to obtain pos- 
session of it through the defection audtreac^hery of one of 
our offieefs, and the defeat of the conspiracy. Arnold was 
well apiirised of its importance, and it was obviously his de* 
sign to strike a fatal blow to the cause of his native country, 
and it was his intention that it should co^t the British nothiqg 
more than the prioe of his own villany and treason. He baa 
actually removed a New York regiment from the point to 
the plain on the east aide of the river, and aent off a number 
of sddiers from the garrison to cut wood at a distance, and 
disposed and arranged the remaining troops in such manuer. 
that little or no opposition eould have been made, and an im- 
mediate surrender would have been inevitable, or our troops 
must have fallen a sacrifice. Deplorable indeed would havs. 
heeu the evemt, the loss of this bij^y important garri#aa 
with seme of our best offioers and men, the immense tfuan* 
tity of ordnance and military stores, together vrith the pro- 
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digious panic and gloom which at this critical period mint 
• have pervaded the whole people, could scarcely have failed 
of being productive of consequences overwhelmbg the phy« 
sical powers and enei^ies of our country. But we are saved 
by a miracle^ and we are confounded in awful astonishments 
In a private letter General Washington thus expresses him- 
self, respecting this transaction. ^^ In no instance since the 
commencement of the war has the interposition of Provi- 
dence appeared more remarkably conspicuous than in the 
rescue of the post and garrison at West Point. How far 
Arnold meant to involve me in the catastrophe of this place, 
does not appear by any indubitable evidence, and I am rather 
inclined to think he did not wish to hazard the more import- 
ant object, by attempting to combine two events, the lesser 
of which might have marred the greater. A combination of 
extraordinary circumstances, and unaccountable deprivation 
of presence of mind in a man of the first abilities, and the 
virtue of three milKia men, threw the adjutant general of 
the British forces, with full proof of Arnold's intention, into 
our hands, and but for the egregious folly or the bewildered 
conception of Lieutenant Colonel Jameson, who seemed lost 
in astonishment, and not to have known what he was doing, I 
should undoubtedly have gotten Arnold. Andre has met his 
fate, and with that fortitude which was to be expected from 
an accomplished man and a gallant oiBcer ; but I mistake if 
Arnold is suffering at this time the torments of a mental hell. 
He wants feeling. From some traits of his character which 
have lately come to my knowledge, he seems to have been 
so hacknied in crime, so lost to all sense of honour and shame, 
that while his faculties still enable him to continue his sor- 
didpursuits, there will be no time for remorse." 

For the sake of human nature, it were to be wished that 
a veil could be forever thrown over so vile an example of 
depravity and wickedness. Traitor ! you never can know 
the precious enjoyment of a quiet conscience ! While you 
aleep, your heart must be awake, and the voice of Andre 
must thrill through your very soul. Though you may console 
yourself that you have escaped the gallows, a consciousness 
of your crimes and the mfamy and contempt which will 
forever await you, must incessantly harrow and torment 
your spirit, rendering you of all villains, the most wretch- 
ed and miserable. The only atonement in your power to 
alleviate your poignant mental misery, is ^ humble and 
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hearty oanfeiBioD, and f« implore in sincerity the foi^iTeneai 
ef Heaven !* 

Campf West Painty October lOth. — Our brigade, and three 
oihersi decamped from Orangetown on the 7Ub instant. Our 
.tents and baggage were sent up the Hudson in boats, and we 
took our route through the highlands. The road was almost 
impassable through a thick wood and over hij^ mountahis, 
eonstantly intersected by prodigious rocks, running brooks 
and deep rallies. We arrived at West Pomt on t^e eren* 
ing of the 8th, distance thirty«two miles ; the troops much 
fatigued and our tents not arrived, took our sleep for the 
night on the ground in the woods, and on the 9th, encamped 
on the plain, near the banks of the river. General Greene 
is now commander of this garrison, and good order takes 
place of the confusion occasioned by Arnold's elopement* 

Joshua Smith, Esquire, the confederate of Arnold, has 
been tried by a court martial, of which Colonel Henry 
Jackson was president ; the evidence against him and \m 
owa confession go to prove that he went on board the Vu^ 
tore, in the night, and brought on shore a gentleman v^ was 
^lied John Ai^erson, to have an interview with General 
Arnold, that he secreted him in his house, furnished bin with 
a hoarse and chai^ of clothes, and that he accompanied him 
through our outposts, and directed him into the proper road 
to New York. All this, he pleads in his defence, was by 
the express desire of General Arnold, who assured him that 
his object was to obtain some important intelligence from 
New York, which would be highly advantageous to the pub* 
lie irterest. He considered himself, therefore, m the eha* 
raoter of a coafidential agent in the employment of Arnold, 
without suspicion of treasonable conduct in this officer. This 
pretence is plausible, and it his good fortune that no positive 
evidence could be produced to countervail his assertions. 
Though his actions appear criminal, yet it is possible his mo* 
tives and views may have been laudable. The want of positive 
evidence, therefore, of his criminality, prevented his convic- 
tion ; but so strong was the circumstantial proof of his gnilt, 
that it was deemed pr(q)er that he should be kept in confine* 
ment. Being seised with indisposition, from apprehension \ 
and anxiety ^ mind, I was requested to visit him in his prison. ' 
I found him very conversable, and he immediately entertain* 
ed me with a relation of the particular ciroumstances of >his 
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* Bee the charMter of ArnoU, in Um Appendix. 
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case, which agreed subatantialtjr with the abore Matement. 
He promised to show me his written defence, produced at 
his trial, but no future opportuuty occurred. He pretended 
that it was unjust and cruel that he should be deprived of his 
liberty, when no evidence of guilt could be produced against 
him. He was soon removed to some prison in the country,* 
after which bis lady arrived, expecting to find him here. I 
received a polite billet, requesting I would wait on her at 
the house of my friend Major Bowman, where I was intro- 
duced to her and to Mrs. B. and her daughter, with whom 
I took tea and spent the evening. Mrs. Smith was griev- 
•usly disappointed that her husband was removed ; she was 
very solicitous to be informed of the particular circum- 
stances which attended him in his illness, and whether be 
was dejected in spirits, and politely thanked me for my 
attention to him. She appears to be an accomplished and 
roteresting woman, but is in mudi distress for the fate of her 
husband. She could not conceal her natural partiality and 
bias in his favor, and WDuld willingly have left the impres* 
sion which Arnold wished to make, when in his letter to 
General Washington, be says of his wife, ^' she is as good, 
and as innocent as an angel, and is incapable of dobg wrong." 

151^ — ^I have just returned from Orangetovm, in company 
with Captain Hunt, of our regiment, where I was called to 
visit his brother, who was left sick when we marched from that 
place. We dined with doctors Eustis and Townsend, at the 
hospital on our way, and with Cq>tain Livingston, a respectable 
officer, commanding at Stony point, on our return. 

20tli — Major General Greene has been ordered to this south- 
ward, to take oemmand of the American army in the Carol'mas, 
and Major General Heath sueeeeds to the command of this post. 

We have the mortifying intelligence, that the enemy has laid 
waste a great part of the fertile country shove Saratoga, and 
likewise the vicinity of Schenectady. The party consisted of 
Indians, tories, and Canadians, commanded by Sir J(^ Jehn- 
ston. General Van Rensselaer, with the militia and some new 
levies, engaged the enemy at Fox's mills, Tryon county, and af- 
ter a very severe action of three quarters of an hour, forced them 
to give way and cross the river, leavii^ their plunder, baj^age, 
and prisoners, which they Imd takm, bdiind th^n. One hour 
of daylight woisld have given us the whole party. The action 
* ■■ ■ .. ■ - 

* enuth WM ibr wreral nooths in oonfinement ; bat either from a want of vi^* 
lance in his keeper, or the indiffi}renc| of the proper authority » he was at ieogth aN 
towed to escape to New York. 
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wa& general and vigorous ; we have to lament the loss of Colo- 
nel Brown, who was krlled in skirmishing with the enemj^ 
The devastation committed by this savage party, is found to be 
very important, as it respects the inhabitants of the north. It 
is estimated at two hundred dwellings, one hundred and fifty 
thousand bushels of wheat, with a proportion of other grain and 
forage. The same party destroyea also the town of Schoharie, 
but the inhabitants fortunately secured themselves in the fort. 

Official intelligence is received of a very brilliant exploit of 
our militia, in North Carolina. The famous royal partizan. 
Major Ferguson, was at the head of about one thousand four 
hundred British troops and tones. * Colonels Campbell, Cleve- 
land, Williams, Shelby and Sevier, brave and enterprisii^ 
officers, had collected detached parties of militia, and by agree- 
ment, the whole were united, and formed a body amounting to 
near three thousand. Colonel Campbell was appointed tiieir 
commander. They immediately marched in pursuit of Major 
Ferguscm, and came up with him advantageously posted, at a 
place called King^s mountains. No time was lost in makiiv 
a vigorous attack, and givmg the enemy a total defeat, in whi^ 
Major Fei^son, and one hundred and fifty of his men were 
killed, eight hundred made prisoners, and fifteen hundred stand 
of arms taken, with a triflmg loss on our side, excepting the 
brave Colonel Williams, who received a mortal wound, after 
being crowned with honor. 

Congress have resdhred, that the regular army of the United 
States, from and after the first day of January, 1781, shall 
consist of four regimaits of artillery, forty-nine redments of in- 
fantry, exclusive of Colonel Hazen's, called ^^ the Congress' 
own regiment," and one hundred regiment of artificers. The 
respective states are to furnish their quotas as proportioned by 
CcHigress. And as by the foregoing arrangement, many deserv- 
ing officers may become supernumerary. Congress resolved, 
that after the reform of the army takes place, the oncers shall 
be entitled to half pay for seven years, m specie or other cur^ 
rent money, equivalent ; and to have grants of land at the close 
of the war, agreeably to the resolution of the 16tb September, 
1776. 

A scarcity of provisions is again complained of in camp. 

It has long been the desire of General Washington, to make 
some arrangement with General Clintcm, for an exchau^ oi 
prisoners ; but many difficulties have attended to prevent the 
accomplishment of the object. A partial excbai^ has now 
been efiected ; Major General Lincoln, who was taken at 
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Charleston, lias been exchanged for Major General Phillips, 
captured at Saratoga. General Thompson, and a number of 
other American officers, who have long been prisoners, are also 
liberated by exchange. 

JVovember let, — ^A most tremendous storm of wind, snow and 
hail has continued almost incessantly for two days. Many of 
our tents were levelled with the ground, and officers and men 
exposed without a shelter. ^ 

2d. — This is a day of public Thanksgivii^ throughout the 
state of New York, on occasion of the discovery of Arnold's con- 
spiracy. 

Sd. — A soldier has been executed to day for desertion, and 
persuading others to follow his example. 

A large detachment of troops has been ordered by General 
Heath, to be in readiness, with two days provision cooked, to 
march on a foraging expediti(», under command of Brigadier 
General Stark. The detachment crossed the Hudson on the, 
Slst instant, and paraded on Nelson's point,- where they were 
reviewed by the Marquis de Chastellux, one of the generals 
of the French army, at Newport. It is understood that the 
object of the expedition is to procure a quantity of forage from 
the farms on the neutral ground, between the two armies, to- 
wards King's bridge. After the review, the Marquis crossed 
over to West Point, where his arrival was announced by the 
discharge of thirteen cannon. The detachment marched about 
ten miles, and took lodgings on the ground in the woods, beside 
lai^ fires. In tl^ ni^t a severe storm of rain came <», tbat 
drenched our troops, and becoming more violent the next day, 
rendered the roads extremely bad, and our march very uncom- 
fortable ; we reached North Castle, seventeen miles, and lodg- 
ed in the woods, where our fires did not secure us from sufier- 
ing much by wet and cold. 

23d. — ^Marched to West Farms, near West Chester, within 
eight miles of the enemy's works at King's bridge. Here we 
kindled numerous fires in open view of tibe enemy, and in the 
evening the troops were entered to leave the fires and retire 
back about two niiles, and remain under arms, prepared for bat- 
tle ; but the enemy made no advances. 

24ih. — ^Another severe storm of rain, which continued throu^ 
the day ; we, however, b^;an to march at sunrise, on our re- 
turn, but soon halted and took shelter under the bushes near 
White plains. In this comfortless situation, we continued 
tlirough the day and night. The next day, the storm continu- 
ing, I was so fortunate as to crowd into a house with some offi«- 



tSS MILITA&r J0UKKA3L, 1780. [lOITEMBKBi 

oen for AeHer. 26th and OTth marched twoitr miles each 
day, and reached our former station at thk place before ni^t. 
The coimtry v?hich we lately traversed, ibout fifty miles in 
extent, is called neutral ground ; but the miserable inhabitants 
who remain, are not much favored with the privileges which 
their neutrality on(^ to secure to them. They are contin^ 
Hally exposed to the ravages and insults of infamous banditti, 
composed of royal refugees and tories. The coimtry is rich 
and fertile, and the farms appear to have been advantageously 
cultivated, but it now has the marks of a countiy in ruins. A 
large proportion of the proprietors having abandoned their farms, 
the few tnat remain, find it impossible to harvest the produce. 
The meadows and pastures are covered with grass of a sum- 
mer's growth, and thousands of bushels of apples and other 
fruit, are rotting in the orchards. We brought off about two 
hundred loads of hay and grain, and ten times the amount might 
have been procured, had teams enough been provided. Those 
of the inhabitants of the neutral ground who were tories, have 
joined their friends in New York, and the whigs have retired 
into the interior of our country. Some of each side have taken 
up arms, and become the most cruel and deadly foes. There 
* are within the British lines, banditti consisting of lawless vil- 
lains, who devote themselves to the most cruel pillace and rob- 
bery among the defenceless inhabitants between the lines, maii^ 
of whom they carry off to New York, after plundermg thenr 
houses and farms. These shameless marauders have received 
the names of cow-hoya and skinners. By their atrocious deeds, 
they have become a scourge and terror to the people. Nume« 
rous instances have hem related of these miscreants subjecting 
defenceless persons to cruel tortures, to compel them to deliver 
up their money, or to disclose the places wfere it has been se- 
creted. It is not uncommon for them to hang a man by his 
neck till apparently dead, then restore him, and repeat the ex- 
perim^t, and leave him for dead. One of these imhappy per- 
sons informed me, that when suffering this cruel treatment, the 
last sensation which he recollects, when suspended by his neck, 
was a flashing heat over him, like tliat which wcfald be occa- 
sioned by boiling water poured over his body ; he was however, 
cut down, and how loi^ he remained on the ground insensible, 
he knows not. A peaceable, unresisting Quaker, of considerable 
respectability, bv the name of Quincy, was visited by several 
of these vile ruffians ; they first demanded his money, and after 
it was delivered, they suspected he had more concealed, and 
inflicted on him the most savage cruelties, in order to extort it 
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from him. They began with i^dtat they call icorckingy cover- 
ing his naked body with hot ashes, and repeating the applicar 
tioD, till the skm was covered with blisters ; after this thq^ 
resorted to the halter, and hung the poor man on a tree by his 
neck, then took him down, and repeated it a second, and even 
a third time, and finally left him almost lifeless. 

SOth. — It is now wdl miderstood that our detachment, under 
the pretext of a foraging expedition, was intended by the Comr 
nmnder in Chief to cooperate with the main army, in an at- 
tempt against the enemy's post on York Island. Boats mountr 
ed on travelling carriages, have been kept with the army aU 
the campaign. The Marquis de la Fayette, at the head of his 
beautiful coqis of light inlantiy, constantly advancing in front, 
was to have commenced the attack in the night, and the whole 
army was prepared to make a general attack on the enemy's 
works. By some movement of the British vessels, or other 
cause, known only te the Comnumder m Chief and his conlh 
dential officers, this noble enterprise was unfortunately defeat* 
cd. The campaign is now brought to a close, without efibct* 
ing any very important object. We have several times offered 
the eaiemy battle, but tbey refuse to accept the challenge* 
The Marquis suffers on this occasion the most painful disap- 
pointment. ' He had spared no pains or expense to render his 
corps of infantry as fine a body of troops as can be produced 
in any country ; every officer under his command received 
from him a present of an elegant sword, and the soldiers were 

El in uniform at his expense. The officers cheerfully seconded 
endeavcHTs to perfect the men in disciplme, and a noble spirit 
of emulation universally prevailed among them. The Marquis 
viewed this corps as one formed and modelled according to his 
own wishes, and as meriting his highest confidence. They were 
the pride of his heart, and he was the idol of their regard, who 
were constantly panting for an opportunity of accomplishing 
some ttgiMil achievement, worthy of his and their character. 
This bruliant corps is now dissolved, and the men have rejoined 
their respective regiments, and we are soon to retire into the 
wilderness, to prepare for winter quarters. 

Intelligence is received from Boston, that his Excellency 
John Hancock, has been elected by the people of the state 
of Massachusetts, the first Governor under their new consti- 
tution. This event affords universal satisfaction, and has 
been announced m Boston, by public rejoicing, firing of thir- 
teen cannon, military parade, feu de joie, and elegant enter* 
tainments. 
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It is with inexpressible satisfaction that we learn the pa- 
triotic ladies of Philadelphia and its vicmitjr, have distin- 
guished themselves by a generous and liberal regard to the 
sufferings of oar soldiery, and have engaged in tbe benevo- 
lent work of raising contributions among themselves, and 
stimulating others for the purpose of affording a temporary 
relief for the soldiers on service in that vicinity. I extract 
from the newspapers, the sentiments of an ^^ American Wo* 
man," addressed to American ladies, relative to the subject, 
which should be recorded for the honor of the sex. 

^^ On the commencement of actual war, the women of 
America manifested a firm resolution to contribute as much 
as could depend on them, to the deliverance of their coun- 
try. Animated by the purest patriotism, they are full of 
sorrow at this day, in not offering more than barren wishes 
for the success of so glorious a revolution. They aspire to 
render themselves more really useful ; and this sentiment is 
universal, from the north to the south of the Thirteen United 
States. Our ambition is kindled by the fame of those hero* 
ines of antiquity, who have rendered their sex illustrious, 
.and have proved to the world, that, if the weakness of our 
constitution, if opinion and manners did not forbid us to 
march to glory by the same path as the men, we should at 
least equal, and sometimes surpass them in our love for the 
public gOQd. I glory in all that my sex have done that is 
great and commendable. I call to mind with enthusiasm and 
with admiration, all those acts of courage, of constancy, and 
patriotism, which history has transmitted to us ; the people 
favored by Heaven, preserved from destruction by the vir- 
tues, the zeal, and the resolution of Deborah, of Judith, of Es- 
ther, the fortitude of the mother of the Maccabees, in giving 
up her sons to die before her eyes ; Rome saved from the 
fury of a victorious enemy by the efforts of Volumnia, and 
other Roman ladies ; so many famous sieges where the wo- 
men have been seen forgetting the weakness of their sex, 
building new walls, digging trenches with their feeble hands, 
furnishing arms to their defenders, they themselves darting 
the missile weapons on the enemy, resigning the ornaments 
of their apparel, and their fortune, to fill the public treasu- • 
ry, and to hasten the deliverance of their country ; burying 
themselves under its ruins ; throwing themselves into the 
flames, rather than submit to the disgrace of humiliattoa 
before a proud enemy. 
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^' We are certain that he cannot be a good citizen, who 
will not applaud our efforts for the relief of the armies which 
defend our lives, our possessions, our liberty. The situation 
of our soldiery has been represented to me ; the evils insep- 
arable from war, and the firm and generous spirit which has 
enabled them to support these. But it has been said, that 
they may apprehend, that, in the course of a long war, the 
view of their distresses may be lost, and their services be 
forgotten. Forgotten ; never ; I can answer in the name of 
all my sex. Brave Americans, your disinterestedness, your 
courage, and your constancy will always be dear to Ameri- 
ca, so long as she shall preserve her virtue. 

^' We know that at a distance from the theatre of war, if 
we enjoy any tranquillity, it is the fruit of your watchings^ 
your labors, your dangers. If I live happy in the midst of 
my family ; if my husband cultivates his field, and reaps his 
harvest in peace ; if, surrounded with my children, I myself 
nourish the youngest, and press it to my bosom, without be*- 
ing afraid of seeing myself separated from it by a ferocious 
enemy ; if the house in which we dwell, if our barns, our 
orchards are safe at the present time from the hands of the 
incendiary ; it is to you that we owe it. And shall we hesi«- 
tate to evidence to you our gratitude ? shall we hesitate to 
wear a clothing more simple, hair dressed less elegantly ; 
while at the price of this small privation, we shall deserve 
your benedictions. Who amongst us will not renounce with 
the highest pleasure, those vain ornaments, when she shall 
consider that the valiant defenders of America will be able 
to draw some advantage from the money which she may have 
laid out in these, — that they will be better defended from 
the rigors of the seasons, that after their painful toils they 
will receive some extraordinary and unexpected relief ; that 
these presents will perhaps be valued by them at a greater 
price, when they will have it in their power to say, this is 
the offering of the ladies. The time is arrived to display the 
same sentiments which animated us at the beginning of the 
revolution, when we renounced the use of teas, however 
agreeable to our taste, rather than receive them from our 
persecutors ; when we made it appear to them that we 
placed former necessaries in the rank of superfluities, when 
our liberty was interested ; when our republican and labori- 
ous hands spun the flax, and prepared the linen intended for 
the use of our soldiers ; when exiles and fugitives, we sup- 
ported with courage all the evils which are the concomitantv 

30 
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of war. Let as not lose a moment, let us be engaged to 
offer the homage of our gratitude at the altar of mSitary 
Talor, and you, our brave deliverers, while mercenary slaves 
combat to cause you to share with them the irons with which 
they are loaded, receive with a free hand our offering, the 
purest which can be presented to your virtue." 

After this publication, the ladies divided the city of Phila- 
delphia into districts, and a select namber visited every 
house, and received the contribution. The method propos- 
ed of distributing their bounty to the troops, was through the 
anedium of Mrs. Washington, but in her absence, through 
that of her husband, the father and friend of the soldiery. 
From the kind and generous exertions of these ladies, the 
soldiers received at one time, two thousand one hundred and 
seven shirts, made by their own hands. Such free win 
offerings are exwn^ks truly worthy of imitationy and are to 
be considered as expressions of kindness and benevolence, 
which ought to be recorded to the honor of American ladies. 
• Camp^ ffigk Lands^ December Ist, — Our brigade is now 
ordered into the woods, in the High Lands, in the rear of 
West Point, where we are to build tog huts, for winter cmi- 
tonments. We are again subjected to numerous privations 
and difficulties, to support which requires all our patience 
and fortitude. The soldiers, though very miserably clad, 
have been for some time obliged to bring all the wood for 
themselves and officers, on their backs, from a place a mile 
distant, and almost half the time are kept on half allowance 
of bread, and entirely without rum. Twelve or fourteen 
months pay are now' due to us, and we are destitute of cloth- 
ing and the necessaries of life. The weather is remarka- 
bly cold, and our tents are comfortless. 

lOth. — For three days past, I have not been able to pro- 
cure food enough to appease my appetite ; we are threaten- 
ed with starvation. That a part of our arn^ charged with 
the defence of a post so highly important to America, should 
be left in such an unprovided and destitute condition, is truly 
a matter of astonishment, and unless a remedy can be found, 
our soldiers will abandon the cause of their country, and we 
tuust submit to the yoke of Great Britain, which we so 
much abhor. 

20th. — During the last ten days we have experienced al- 
most continued storms of rain, high winds, and disagreeable 
fogs. Our canvass dwellings afford us but little protection 
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against auch powerful assailants ; they are frequently rent 
asunder, and we are almost overwhelmed with inundation. 

A very spirited and honorable enterprise has lately been 
planned and executed by Major Talmadge, of Colonel Shel- 
don's regiment of dragoons. The enemy having large maga- 
zines of forage and stores in the vicinity of fort St. George, 
on Long Island, he resolved to hazard the attempt to seize 
them by surprise. Fort St. George was stockaded, and cov- 
ered a large spot of ground, having a square redoubt, with 
a ditch and abattis. With about eighty dismounted dragoons, 
under Captain Edgar, and eight or ten on horseback. Major 
Talmadge passed the Sound, where it was about twenty miles 
from shore to shore^ marched across the island in the night 
with such facility and address, that his enterprise was crown- 
ed with complete success. The enemy were not alarmed 
till too late to make much resistance ; seven however were 
killed and wounded, and the remainder, amounting to fifty- 
four, among whom were one lieutenant colonel, one captain, 
and a subaltern, were made prisoners. The fort was demo- 
lished, two armed vessels were burnt, and a large magazine 
of hay, said to be three hundred tons, with stores to a large 
amount, shared the same fate. Major Talmadge recrossed 
the Sound with his brave party without the loss of a man. 
The Commander in Chief was so well pleased with this ex- 
ploit, that he recommended Major Talmadge to the notice 
of Congress, and they voted him their thanks for bis brave 
and spirited conduct. 

The extraordinary patience and fortitude, which have 
hitherto been so honorably displayed by our officers and sol- 
diers under their complicated distresses, appear now to be 
exhausted. From repeated disappointments of our hopes 
and expectations, the confidence of the army in public jus- 
tice, and public promises, is greatly diminished, and we are 
reduced almost to despair. 

The present crisis is alarming. Regimental officers are 
continually resigning their commissimis, and a large propor- 
tion of those who remain, have pledged themselves to follow 
their example, unless a redress of grievances can soon be 
obtained. Nothing short of what we conceive to be justly 
our due, a comfortable and permanent support, will retain 
our officers, however ardent their desire to serve their 
country. They exclaim, let others come and take their 
turn, we have served years longer than we expected, and 
have acquitted ourselves of duty. All the general offi- 
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cers belonging to New England, have united in a memorial 
to their state governments, complaining of oar grievances, 
and requesting immediate relief, and security for the future. 
This memorial, being put into the mail, was taken from the 
Fishkill post rider, by some emissary from the enemy, and 
has been published in the New York papers, by which our 
forlorn situation has been exposed, and much exultation oc- 
casioned among those who are watching for our destruction. 

The resoluticm of Congress, for a new arrangement of the 
army, was not conformable to the expectations of the offi- 
cers, and caused uneasiness among them. The Commander 
in Chief saw that a storm was gathering, and thought it pru- 
dent, on this occasion, to communicate his opinion to Con- 
gress, on the best means to avert it. On the 11th of Oc- 
tober, he informed Congress, ^^that the general topic of 
declamation in the army is, that it is as hard as dishonorable, 
for men who had made every sacrifice to the service, to be 
turned out of it, at the pleasure of those in power, without 
an adequate compensation. Too many of the officers wish 
to get rid of their commissions, but they are not willing to 
be forced to it." 

The Commander in Chief, in his communication to Con- 
gress, suggests the policy of making ample provision, both 
for the officers who stay, and for those who are reduced. 
He recommended what he thought would be the most eco- 
nomical, the most politic, and the most effectual provision, 
half pay for life. " Supported," the General says, ** by a 
prospect of a permanent dependence, the officers would be 
tied to the service, and would submit to many momentary 
privations, and to the inconveniences, which the situation of 
the public service makes unavoidable. If the objection 
drawn from the principle, that this measure is incompatible 
with the genius of our government, be thought insurmounta- 
ble, I would propose a substitute, less eligible in my opinion, 
but which may answer the purpose ; it is to make the pre- 
sent half pay^ for seven years, whole pay, for the same peri- 
od, to be advanced at two different payments, one half in a 
year after the conclusion of peace, the other half in two 
years after." 

His Excellency also takes notice of the injnries and incon- 
veniences, which attend a continual change of officers, and 
consequent promotions in the army. 

Soon after Congress were possessed of the sentiments of 
General Washington, they resolved, '^ that the comjnander in 
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chief and commanding officer in the northern department, 
direct the officers of each state to meet and agree on the 
officers for the regiments to be raised by their respective 
states, from those who hucline to continue in service, and 
where it cannot be done by agreement, to be determined by 
seniority ; and make return of those who are to remain, 
which is to be transmitted to Congress, together with the 
names of the officers reduced, who are to be allowed half 
pay for life. That the officers, who shall continue in ser- 
vice to the end of the war, shall also be entitled to half 
pay during life, to commence from the time of their reduc- 
tion." 

January Ist^ 1781. — On this day, the first day of the new 
year, an arrangement of our army takes place, according to 
a late resolve of Congress. The supernumerary regiments 
are to be incorporated with those which continue on tibe new 
establishment, and the supernumerary officers are to retire 
from service on the establishment fixed by Congress, and 
are to be entitled to the same privileges and emoluments, 
which are to be allowed to those who continue to the end of 
the war. It being optional with me, either to retire or to 
continue in service, 1 shall retain my commissicm as surgeon 
to Colonel H. Jackson's regiment. We are encouraged to 
anticipate more favorable circumstances, and more liberal 
compensation. Congress having at length passed several re- 
solves, entitling all officers who shall continue in service till 
the end of the war, or shall be reduced before that time, as 
supernumeraries, to receive half pay during life, and a cer- 
tain number of acres of land, in proportion to their rank. 
Besides these pecuniary considerations, we are actuated by 
the purest principles of patriotism ; having engaged in the 
mighty struggle, we are ambitious to persevere to the end. 
To be instrumental in the achievement of a glorious Indepen- 
dence foe our country and posterity, will be a source of infi- 
nite satisfaction, and of most grateful recollection during the 
remainder of our days. Notwithstanding the unparalleled 
sufierings and hardships, which have hitherto attended our 
military career, scarcely an officer retires without the 
deepest regret and reluctance. So strong is the attach- 
ment, and so fascinating the idea of participating with our 
illustrious commander m military glory, that a separation is 
like a relinquishment of principle, and abandonment of the 
great interest of our native country. 
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High Liundsj Canianmenty Janwiry 3d. — Our brigade took 
possession of our huts for the winter, in the woods about 
two miles in the rear of the works at West Point. Our 
situation is singularlf romantic, on a highly elevateti spot, 
surrounded by mountains and craggy rocks of a prodigious 
size, lofty broken clifts, and the banks of the beautifully 
meandering Hudson, affording a view of the country for many 
miles in all directions. We have now no longer reason to 
complain of our accommodations ; the huts are warm and 
comfortable, wood in abundance at our doors, and a tolerable 
supply of provisions. Our only complaint is want of money. 

Ath. — Reports of a very serious and alarming nature have 
this day reached us from the Jerseys. The Pennsylvania 
line of troq)s, consisting of about two thousand men, in winter 
quarters in the vicinitv of Morristown, have come to the 
desperate resolution of revolting from their officers. Though 
the Pennsylvania troops have been subjected to all the dis- 
couragements and difficulties felt by the rest of the army, 
some particular circumstances peculiar to themselves have 
contributed to produce the revolt. When the soldiers first 
enlisted, the recruiting officers were provided with enlisting 
rolls for the term of three years, or during the continuance 
of the war, and as the officers indulged the opinion, that the 
war would not continue more than three years, they were 
perhaps indifferent in which column the soldier's name was 
mserted, leaving it liable to an ambiguity of construction. 
It is clear however, that, a part enlisted for three years, and 
others for the more indefinite term ^' during the war." The 
soldiers now contend, that they enlisted for three years 
at furthest, and were to have been discharged sooner, in case 
the war terminated before the expiration of this term. The 
war being protracted beyond the time expected, and the 
officers, knowing the value of soldiers who have been trained 
by three years' service, are accused of putting a different 
construction on the original agreement, and claiming their 
services during the war. The soldiers, even those who ac- 
tually listed for the war, having received very small boun- 
ties, complain of imposition and deception, and their case is 
extremely aggravated by the fact, that three half joes have 
now been offered as a bounty to others, who will enlist for 
the remainder of the war, when these veteran soldiers have 
served three years for a mere shadow of compensation ! It 
was scarcely necessary to add to their trying circumstances, 
a total want of pay for twelve months, and a state of naked- 
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11688 and famine, to excite in a soldier the spirit of insurrec- 
tion. The oflScers themselves, also feeling aggrieved, and 
b a destitute condition, relaxed in their system of camp dis- 
cipline, and the soldiers occasionally overheard their mur- 
jnurs and complaints. Having appointed a sergeant major 
for their commander, styling him major general, and having 
concerted their arrangements, on the first day of the new 
year, they put their mutinous scheme into execution. On a 
preconcerted signal, the whole line, except a part of three 
regiments, paraded under arms without their oflScers, march** 
ed to the Dsagazines, and supplied themselves with provisions 
and anununition, and seizing six field pieces, took horses from 
General Wayne's stable to transport them. The ofl&cers of 
the line collected those who had not yet joined the insurgents 
and endeavoured to restore order, but the revolters fired 
and killed a Captain Billmg, and wounded several other 
oflScers, and a few men were killed on each side. The mu*- 
tineers commanded the party, who opposed them, to come 
over to them instantly, or they should be bayoneted, and the 
order was obeyed. 

General Wayne, who commanded the Pennsylvania troops, 
endeavoured to interpose his influence and authority, urging 
them to return to their duty, till their grievances could be in- 
quired into and redressed. But all was to no purpose, and on 
cocking his pistol, they instantly presented their bayonets to 
his breast, saying, ^< vfe respect and love you ; often have 
you led us into the field of battle, but we are no longer un* 
der your command ; we warn you to be on your guard ; if 
you fire your pistols, or attempt to enforce your commands, 
we shall put you instantly to death." General Wayne next 
expostulated with them, expressing his apprehension that 
they were about to sacrifice the glorious cause of their 
country, and that the enemy would avail themselves of the 
opportunity to advance and improve so favorable an occasion. 
They assured him, that they still retained an attachment 
and respect for the cause which they had embraced, and 
that, so far from a disposition to abandon it, if the enemy 
should dare to come out of New York, they would, under his 
and his oflScers' orders, face them in the field, and oppose 
4hem to the utmost in their power. They complained that 
they had been imposed on and deceived respecting the term 
of their enlistment, that they had received no wages for 
Biore than a year, and that they were destitute of clothin<r, 
and had often been deprived of their rations. These were 
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their grievances, and they were determbed to inarch to 
Philadelphia, and demand of Congress that justice which had 
80 long been denied them. They commenced their march 
in regular military order, and when encamped at night, they 
posted out piquets, guards, and sentinels. General Wayne, 
to prevent their depredations on private property, supplied 
them with provisions, and he, with Colonels Stewart and 
Butler, officers whom the soldiers respected and loved, fol- 
lowed and mixed with them, to watch their motions and 
views, and they received from them respectful and civil 
treatment. On the third day, the insurgent troops reached 
Princeton, and, by request of General Wayne, they deputed 
a committee of sergeants, who stated to him formally in 
writing their claims, as follows. 1st. A discharge for all 
those, without exception, who had served three years under 
their original engagements, and had not received the increas- 
ed bounty and reenlisted for the war. 2d. An immediate 
payment of all their arrears of pay and clothing, both to 
those who should be discharged, and those who should be 
retained. 3d. The residue of their bounty, to put them on 
an equal footing with those recently enlisted, and future 
substantial pay to those, who should remam ui the service. 
To these demands, in their full extent. General Wayne could 
not feel himself authorized to answer in the affirmative, and 
« further negotiation was referred^ to the civil authority of 
the state of Pennsylvania. General Washington, whose head 
quarters are at New Windsor, on the west side of the Hud- 
son, received the intelligence on the 3d instant, and sum- 
moned a council of war, consisting of the general and field 
officers, to devise the most proper measures to be pursued, 
on this alarming occasion. Great apprehension was enter- 
tained, that other troops, who have equal cause of discon- 
tent, would be excited to adopt a similar course. It is or- 
dered, that five battalions be formed by detachments from 
the several lines, to be held in perfect readiness to march 
on the shortest notice, with four day^s provision cooked ; and 
measures, it is understood, are taken to bring the militia in- 
to immediate service if required. 

Intelligence of the revolt having reached Sir Henry Clinton, 
he cherished the hope that, by encouraging a rebellion, and 
turning the swords of our own soldiers against their country 
and brethren, he should have it in his power to efiect an object, 
which by his own arms he could not accomplish. He immedi- 
ately despatched two emissaries, a British sergeant, and one 
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Ogden, of New Jers^, t6 the dis^tbfied troops, with written 
instructions, that by laying down their arms and marching to 
New York, they should receive their arrearages and deprecia- 
tion in hard cash, and should be well clothed, have a free par- 
don for all past offences, and be taken under the protection of 
the British government, and no military service should be re- 
quired of them, unless voluntarily offered. They were re- 
quested to send persons to meet agents, yrho would be appoint- 
ed by Sir Henry, to adjust the terms of a treaty, and the Brit- 
ish general himself passed over to Staten Island, having a large 
body of troops in readiness to act as circumstances might re- 

Juire. The proposals from the enemy were rejected with dis- 
ain, and the mutineers delivered the papers to 6eneral Wavne, 
but refused to give up the emissaries, preferring to keep them 
in durance till ttieir difficulties could be discussed and settled. 
A committee of Congress was appointed, who conferred with 
the executive council of the state of Pennsylvania, and by the 
latter authority, an accommodation of the affairs with the re- 
volters has been effected, by giving an interpretation favorable 
to the soldiers, of the enlistments which were for three years or 
during the war, declaring them to expire at the end of three 
years. The insurgents now surrendered the two emissaries into 
the hands of General Wayne, on the stipulated condition, that 
they should not be executed till their affairs should be com- 
promised, or in case of failure, the prisoners should be redeliv- 
ered when demanded. They were eventually, however, tried 
as spies, convicted, and immediately executed. A board of 
commissioners was now appointed, of whom three were deputed 
from the revolters, authorized to determine what description 
of soldiers should be discharged. The result is, that the sol- 
diers have accomplished their views, the committee, from pru- 
dential motives, without waiting for the enlisting papers, com- 
plied with their demands, and discharged from service a major- 
ity of the line, on their making oath, that they enlisted for three 
years only. The enlisting rolls having since been produced, it 
is found that by far the largest number of those liberated, had 
actually enlisted for the whole war. Thus has terminated a most 
unfortunate transition, which might have been prevented, had 
the just complaints of the army received proper attention in 
due season. General Wayne is a native of Pennsylvania, 
and has acquired the affection of the soldiery of that state. 
He possesses a commanding presence, genteel and pleasing 
address, a daring bravery, is excellent in discipline, aspiring 
31 
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and uniivalled in enterprtse, and is keld ki high respect by 
his compatriots in. arms. 

A de^ebmeat, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Hull) has returned from a successful expedition, having at- 
tacked by furprise, the royal refugee corps, under the com- 
mand of the noted Colonel Deiancy, posted at Morrisania. 
Colonel Hull has fcr several months past, sustained the 
command of a detachment of our troops posted in advance of 
our army, a situation requiring the most active vigilance and 
precaution, to guard against surprise and stratagem. In this 
station, as in many others, this officer has evinced his milita- 
ry skill and judgment. He has executed an enterprize with 
such address and gallantry, as to merit for himself and hia 
detachment, the highest honor. He bravely forced a narrow 
passage to the enemy, and besides a number being killed, he 
took upwards of fifty prisoners, cut away the bridge, burnt 
their huts and a considerable quantity of forage, and brought 
off a number of horses and cattle. Colonel Hull possesses in 
a high degree, the confidence of the Commander in Chief, 
and lor his judicious arrangements in the plan, and intrepidity 
and valor in the execution of the enterprize, he received 
the thanks of his Excellency, and afterwards of Congress. 
The enemy pursued our troops, and fell in with a covering 
party, under command of Colonel Hazen, and in a skirmish 
which ensued, they suffered an additional loss of about thirty- 
five men. Of Colonel Hull's detachment, one ensign, and 
twenty-five rank and file were killed and wounded. This suc- 
cessful exploit is calculated to raise the spirits of our troops, 
and to divert their minds from the unhappy occurrence, which 
has recently taken place in camp, and at the same time it may 
convince the enemy, that the affairs of our army are not aHo* 
gether desperate. 

We are again afi9icted with alarmmg mtelligence. That 
part of the Jersey line of troops, which are cantcoed at Pomp- 
ton, in the state of New Jersey, have followed tiie example of 
the Pennsylvanians, having revolted and abandoned their officers. 
General Washington is resolutely determined, that this instance 
of mutiny shall not pass with impunity. Instead of temporize 
ing, he has ordered a detachm^it of five hundred men, prqperly 
officered, to march for the purpose of reducing them to a prop- 
er sense of duty. It falls to my lot to accompany the detach* 
ment. Major Genen^ Robert Howe commands on this expe^ 
dition, and Lieutenant Colonel Sprout is second in comnsand, 
and the other field officers are, Lieutenant Colonel Mellen and 
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Major Oliver. We marehed eo Uie 2Sd, as far ag tte foresi 
of Dean, and at night crowded into houses and b{mu». A body of 
snow about two feet deep, without any track, rendered the march 
extremely difficult. Havii^ no horse, I experienced uiexpres- 
ttble fatigue, and was obliged several times to* sit down mi the 
snow. 24th, marched over the mountains, and reached Carle'» 
tavern, in Smith's dove, halted for two hours, then^ proceeded 
thirteen miles, and quartered our men ui the scattering houses- 
and bams. 25th, marched nine miles, imd reached Rmgwood. 
Creneral Howe and all the fold officers took lodgings at the 
house of Mrs. Erskine, the amiable widow of the late respecta- 
ble geographer of our army. We were entertainBd with' afif 
elegant supper and excellent wme. Mrs. Erskine is a. sensible^ 
-and aecon^shed woman, lives in. a style of affluence and' fash** 
ion ; every thii^ indicates wealth, taste and sploidor ; and she 
takes pleasure in entertaining the friends of her late* husbandi 
with generous horoitality. 

Marched on the 27th, at one o'clock, A. M. ei(^t miles, 
which broi^t ufr in> view of the huts of the insurgent soldiers 
by dawn' of day. Hiere we halted for an hour, to make the 
necessary preparaUens. Some of our officers- suffered much 
anxiety, lest the soldiers would not prove faithful go, this trying 
occasion* Orders were f^ven to load their arms — it was obey- 
ed withalacrity, and indications were, given that they were to 
be relied: on. Being.paiiaded in a line, General Howe harangued 
them, represeotiii^ the heinousness-of the crime of mutiny, 
and the absolute necessity of military subordination, adding, thai 
the mutineers must bebrou^t to an unconditional submission, 
no temporising, no listening to terms of compromise, while in a 
state of resistance. Two field pieces were now ordered to be 
placed in view of the insurgents, and the tnoops were directed 
to surround the* huts* on all sides*. Genersd Howe next^ ordered 
bis aid de camp to command the rautintere to appear on parade 
m front of their huts- unaroMd, within five minutes-; observing 
them to hesitate^ a second messei^r was sent, and they in- 
stantly obeyed the ooounand, and paraded in a Ime without 
arms, being in number between two and three hundred. Find* 
ing themselves closely eneircled and^unable to resist, they quiet- 
ly submitted to the lata which awaited them. General Howe 
ordered^ Uiat three of the ringleaders should be selected as vic- 
tims for condign punistaneat. These unfortunate culprits were 
tded^on the spot. Colonel Sprout being President of the court 
martial, standing on the snow, andv they were senteneed to be 
immediately shot. Twelve of the most giiilty mutmeers, were 
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next selected to be their executioners. This was a most pain- 
ful task ; being themselyes guilty, they were greatly distressed 
with the duty imposed on them, and when ordered to load, 
some of them shed tears. The wretched victims, overwhelmed 
by the terrors of death, had neither time nor power to implore 
the mercy and forgiveness of their God, and such was their 
agonizing condition, that no heart could refrain from emotions 
of sympathy and compassion. The first that suffered, was a ser-' 
geant, and an old oflender ; he was led a few yards distance 
and placed on his knees ; six of the executioners, at the signal 
given by an oflScer, fired, three aiming at the head and three at 
the breast, the other six reserving their fire m order to despatch 
the victim, should the first fire fail ; it so happened in this in* 
stance ; the remaining six then fired, and life was instantly ex- 
tinguished. The second crimmai was, by the first fire, sent 
into eternity in an instant. The third being less criminal, by 
the recommendation of his officers, to his unspeakable joy, re- 
ceived a pardon. This tragical scene produced a dreadful 
shock, and a salutary effect on the minds of the guilty soldiers. 
Never were men more completely humbled and penitent ; tears 
of sorrow, and of joy, rushed from their eyes, and each «ie ap* 
peared to congratulate himselF, that his forfeited life had been 
spared. The executions being finished, General Howe order- 
ed the former officers to take their stations, and resume their 
respective commands ; he then, in a very pathetic and affect- 
ing manner, addressed the whole line by platoons, endeavoring 
to impress their minds with a sense of the enormity of their 
crime, and the dreadful consequences that might have resulted. 
He then commanded them to ask pardon of their officers, and 
promise to devote themselves to the faithful dischai^ of their 
duty as soldiers in future. It is most painful to reflect, that 
circumstances should imperiously demand the infliction of capi- 
tal punishment on soldiers, who have more than a shadow of 
plea to extenuate their crime. These unfortunate men have 
long suffered many serious grievances, which they have sustain- 
ed with commendable patience ; but have at length lost their 
cmfidence in public justice. The success of the Pennsylvania 
insurgents, undoubtedly encouraged them to hope for exemption 
from punishment. But the very existence c^ an army depoids 
on proper discipline and subordination. The arm of authority 
must be exerted, and public examples be exhibited, to deter 
from the commission of crimes. The spirit of revolt must be 
effectually repressed, or a total annihilati(Hi of the army is in- 
evitable. Sir Henry Clinton on this occasion had his hopes 
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again excited ; ever ready to profit by treachery, or revolt, he 
tiespatched an emissary to encourage the insurrection, and to 
maKe the most tempting offers to induce the mutineers to de- 
sert, and join the British standard ; but the messenger himself 
frustrated his hopes, by delivering the papers to our own officers. 

Having completed the object of oar expedition, we re* 
turned to our cantonments on the 31 st instant. 

Febntary, — Major General Greene has transmitted to Con- 
gress an account of a brilliant action of General Sumpter, of 
the southern army, a few weeks since. General Sumpter 
engaged with a body of three hundred cavalry, of Tarleton's 
legion, and about two hundred and fifty British infantry. The 
conflict was warm and close, in which (he enemy were re- 
pulsed. They rallied, and on the second charge were re- 
pulsed again. They made a third efibrt, but a fire from an 
eminence, occupied by the continentals, gave them an effee* 
tual check ; they quitted the field and retired, leavnig nine- 
ty dead and one hundred wounded. Only three were killed 
and four wounded, on the part of the Americans, among the 
latter is General Sumpter. A party of tories from the 
outposts of the British, advanced to intercept the wagons, 
and avail themselves of the supplies. General Smallwood 
despatched Brigadier General Morgan and Lieutenant Col- 
onel Washington to attack them. Lieutenant Colonel 
Washington, being destitute of artillery, made use of the 
following stratagem. He mounted on a carriage a pine 
log cut into the form of a cannon, and holding out the ap- 
pearance of an attack with field pieces, gained his point by 
sending a flag, and demanding the immediate surrender of 
Colonel Rugely and his party, consisting of one hundred and 
twelve men, who on the approach of Lieutenant Colonel 
Washington, had retired to a log bam on Rugely's plantation. 
They surrendered without firing a gun. 

lOth. — Accounts have been received, that an action has 
been fought at a place called the Cowpens, in Carolina, be- 
tween a body of the enemy, under the celebrated Colonel 
Tarleton, with one thousand one hundred men, and a party of 
about eight hundred Americans, under the command of the 
equally celebrated General Morgan ; the enemy were to- 
tally routed, and pursued upwards of twenty miles. Of 
Tarleton's party, ten officers and one hundred rank and file 
were kHIed, and two hundred wounded, twenty-nine officers 
and five hundred rank and file were taken prisoners, with 
two field pieces, two standards, eight hundred muskets. 
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tkirtjr-five wnfeis, acventy negroes, one hundred drageea 
horses, one IravelUng forge, and all their musie. The loss 
on Moi^an's side was not more than twelve killed, and aixty 
wounded. Morgan and hb party have ae^i^ed inniortal 
honor, and in this actkm, Lieutenant Gcrionel Waahington* 
and Lieutenant Colonel Howard were most highly distin- 
guished for their brave and gallant eonduet. 

14^A. — General Warner and Colonel AsUey, of Massa- 
chusetts> have arrived at West Point, to distnbute to the 
soldiers of the Massachusetts line, engaged for a small boun- 
ty to serve daring the war, twenty-four dollars in specie 
eaeh> as a gratuity from the slate. This very generous act, 
serves to d^sipate the gloom on the eoontenances of our 
brave soldiers ; it enlivena their dejected spirits, and con* 
vinces thefli that they are yet the objects of a friendly recoil- 
lection. 

The advance guard of oo? army, consisting of about two 
hundred meuy is posted at Crompondi, about twenty wilea 
below West Point, and is relieved every two or three weeks. 
A surgeon constantly attends^ and I am now ordered to repair 
to that post, to relieve Dr. Thomas. 

Crompond, March, — ^I have taken my quartern at Crom- 
pond, in a house with Major Trescott, who commands ai 
this post. Thk vicinity is constantly harassed by small par- 
ties of vdunieers on our side, and parties of royalists and 
tories on the other, who are making every effort to effect 
mtttuak destruction ; seeking evevy opportunity to beat up 
each others' quarters, and to kill or capture aU who are 
found in arms. This is to be eonsklered as a very hazardoue 
situation, it requires the utmost vigUanee to guard against a 
surprise. Major Trescott is an excellent disciplinarian, an; 
active vigHant officer, and wett acquainted with his duty. A 
party of volunteers collected here on horseback, for a secret 
expedition, and by their earnest request, Major Trescott 
marched in the night with- a party to cover their retreat, 
and to take any advantage wUch might ofier . The party 
returned the next day with six. tory prisoners, three of 
whom* were wounded by the bvoad sword. One of our 
volunteers, named Hnnt, received a dangerous wound through 
hiS' shoulder and lungs, the air escaped from the wound at 
every breath. Dr. Eustis came to the lines, and dilated 
the wound in the breast, and as the patient is athletic and 
had not sustained a very copious loss of blood, he recom- 
mended repeated and liberal bloodletting, observing that in 
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order to cure a wowid throigh the longs, yon must bleed 
yottr patient to deaih. He eventuaUj recoirered, which it 
to-be aflcribed principally to the free use of the lancet and 
0Qch abstemioos living, as to reduce him to the greatest ex- 
tremity. A conaiderable number of wounded prisoners re» 
ceive my daily attention. 

A gentleman volunteer, by name Reqnaw, received a 
dangerous wound and was carried into the British lines ; I 
was requested by his brother to visit him, under Uie sanction 
of a flag of truce, In company with Dr. White, who resides 
in this vicinity. This invitation I cheerfully accepted, and 
Mr* Requaw having obtained a flag from Uie proper authori*' 
ty and procured horses, we set ofi* in the morning, arrived at 
West Chester before evening, and dressed the wounded 
man. We passed the night at Mrs. Barstow's, mother-in- 
law of Dr. W. She has remained at her farm between thet- 
lines during the war, and being friendly to our interest, has 
received much abusive treatment from the royalists. We 
were treated in the most friendly manner, and her daugfater^ 
a sensible well educated girl, entertained us in conversa- 
tUHk till one o'clock in the morning, relating numerous occur* 
rences and incidents of an interesting nature, respecting 
the royal party. The next day we visited our patient asain, 
paid the necessary attention and repaired to a tavern, where 
I was gratified with an interview with the much famed Col- 
onel Delancy, who commands the refugee eorps. He con* 
ducted with much civility, and having a public dinner pre- 
pared at the tavern, he invited us to dine with him and his 
officers. After dinner, Colonel Delancy furnished us with a 
permit to return with our flag ; we rode ten miles, and 
took lodgings in a private boose. Here we were informed 
that six of our men, having taken from Ae refugees thirty 
head of cattle, were overtaken by forty of Delancy 's corps 
and were all killed but one, and the cattle retaken. In the 
morning, breakfasted with a friendly quaker family, in 
whose house was one of our men who had been wounded, 
\vben four others were killed ; we dressed his wounds, which 
were numerous and dangerous. In another house, we saw 
four dead bodies, mangled in a most inhuman manner by the 
refugees, and among them,- one groaning under five wounds 
on his head, two of them quite through his dcuU bone with a 
broad sword. This man was capable of giving us an account 
of the murder of his four companions. They surrendered 
and begged for life, but their entreaties were duregarded, 
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and the swords of their cruel foes were plunged into their 
bodies so long as signs of life remained. We found many 
friends to our cause^ who reside on their farms betwe^a the 
lines of the two armies, whose situation is truly deplorable^ 
being continually exposed to the ravages of the tories, horse 
thieves, and cow-boys, who rob and plunder them without 
mercy, and .the personal abuse and punishments which they 
inflict, is almost incredible. The particulars of which have 
been already noticed, page 232. 

On the 4th of this month, the grand confederation and per- 
petual union of the Thirteen American States, from New 
Hampshire to Georgia, inclusive, was sigued and ratified, by 
all the delegates in Congress. This instrument has long been 
a subject of discussion suid consideration by the several states, 
and by some, considerable opposition has been mamtained 
against it, which has impeded its ratification. It consists of 
thirteen articles, entitled, Articles of Confederation and Per- 
petual Union bettoeen the Thirteen American States. By this 
instrument, each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and 
independence, and the states severally, enter into a firm 
league of friendship with each other for their common de- 
fence, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and 
general welfare, &c. &c. 

April, — I received orders to return to the high lands near 
West Point, to inoculate the troops with the smallpox. 
Dined with Colonel Scammel, on my route, with a number 
of gentlemen. 

I2th. — Crossed the Hudson to the hospital at Robinson's 
house, and passed the night with Dr. Eustis, the next day 
accompanied him to Peekskill to visit the family of Colonel 
Laurence, who are under inoculation with the smallpox, 
thence to the quarters of Colonel Scammel and Dr. Findlay, 
returned to the hospital at nkht, and the next day crossed 
with Dr. Eustis to West roint, and dined at General 
Heath's quarters. 

Cantonmenty High Lands j April 20th. — ^A soldier was hang- 
ed to-day for desertion, and another was pardoned under the 
gallows with a rope round his neck. 

All the soldiers, with the women and children, who have 
not had the smallpox, are now under inoculation. Of our 
regiment, (me hundred and eighty-seven were subjects of the 
disease. The old practice of previous preparation by a 
course of mercury and low diet, has not been adopted on 
this occasion, a single dose of jalap and calomel, or of the 
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extract of butternut, jtcg-ians ctnerea, is in general adminis* 
tered, previous to the appearance of die symptoms. As td 
diet, we are so unfortunate as to be destitute of the neces- 
sary comfortable articles of food, and they subsist principal* 
ly on their common rations of beef, bread, and salt pork. 
A small quantity of rice, sugar, or molasses, and tea, afi^ 
procured for those who are dangerously sick. Some in- 
stances have occurred of putrid fever supervening, either at 
the first onset, or at the approach of the secondary stage, 
and a few cases have terminated fatally. Many of our pa^ 
tients were improper subjects for the disease, but we were 
ondcHT tiie necessity of boculating all, without exception, 
whatever might be their condition as to health. Of five 
hundred who have been inoculated, four only have died, but 
in other instances, the proportion of deaths is much more 
considerable. The extract of butternut is made by boiling 
down the inner bark of the tree ; the discovery of this arti* 
cle is highly important, and it may be considered as a valua<> 
ble acquisition to our materia medica. The country people 
have for some time been in the practice of using it, and Dr. 
ftush, who was for a short period at the head of our hospital 
department, has recommended the employment of it amonr 
our patients, as a mild, yet sufficiently active cathartic, and 
e valuable and economical substitute for jalap. It operates 
without creating heat or irritation, and is found to foe ei6ca*> 
<uoos in cases of dysentery and bilious complaints. . As the 
butternut tree abounds in our country, we may obtain at a 
very little expense, a valuable domestic article of medicine. 
Though there is much reason to suppose that our own soil is 
prolific in remedies adapted to the diseases of our country, 
the bntteniut is the only cathartic deserving of confidence, 
which we have yet discovered. 

SOth. — Dined at West Point, with Dr. Thomas, and ac- 
companied him to General Patterson's quarters ; the general 
humorously apologised, that he could afibrd us nothing bet- 
ter than a miserable glass of whiskey grog. Passed the 
river to the hospitsd. Dr. Eustis being indisposed, he re- 

? nested me to bleed him, and I passed the night at the 
^oint. 
Intelligence has reached us, that Brigadier General Pel^g 
Wadsworth, who commanded a detachment of militia at a 
place called Camden, in the province of Maine, has been 
surprised and taken prisoner, in the night, by a party of 
British soldiers sent for this purpose from their post at Pe- 
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nobscot. It is added, that the general defended himself in 
the most daring and spirited manner, till he received a wound 
and was entirely overpowered. See the particulars of this 
extraordinary affair, in the Appendix. 
. I accompanied Dr. John Hart to New Windsor, to pay our 
respects to Dr. John Cochran, who is lately promoted to the 
office of Director General of the hospitals of the United 
States, as successor to Dr. Shippen, resigned. We dined 
with Dr. Cochran, in company with Drs. Eustis and & Ad- 
ams. Dr. Cochran is a native of Pennsylvania. He served 
in the office of surgeon's mate in the hospital department, 
during the war between the Ei^^Iish and French, which com- 
menced in America, in 1755, and left the service with the 
reputation of an able and experienced practitioner. From 
that time to this, he has devoted himself to his professional 
pursuits in New Jersey, and has been eminently distinguish- 
ed as a practitioner in medicine and surgery. Finding his 
native country involved in a war with Great Britain, his zeal 
and attachment to her interest, impelled him to the theatre 
or action, and he proffered his services as a volunteer in the 
hospital department. General Washington, justly appreciat- 
ing his merit and character, recommended him to Congress, 
by whom he was in April, 1777, appointed physician and 
surgeon general in the middle department. He is now pro- 
moted to the office of director general of the hospitals of 
the United States.* Dr. James Craig, who now succeeds 
Dr. Cochran, as surgeon and physician general, was also 
employed in the French war of 1759, with General Wash- 
ington, who held the office of major, and when a mutual 
attachment was formed between them. 

By intelligence from our army of the south, under com- 
mand of Major General Greene, affairs in that quarter are 



* Not long after the close of the war, Dr. Cochran removed with his family to 
New York, where be attended to Che duties of his profession, till the adoption of the 
new constitution, when his friend. President Washington, retaining, to use his own 
words, *' a cheerful recollection of his past services,'" nominated him to the office 
of commissioner of loans for the state of New York. This office he held till a para- 
lytic stroke disabled him in some measure from the discharge of its duties, on which 
he f ave in his resignation, and retired to Palatine, in the county of Mongomery, 
where he terminated a long and useful life, 9h the 6th of April, 1807, in the 77^ 

year of his age. 

** He unitM a Tigoroua mind and correct judgment, with information derived and 
improved from long experience, and faithfbl habits of attention to the duties of his 
profession.*' He possessed the pure and inflexible principlet of patriotisBi» and his 
integrity was unimpeachable. It is gratifying to have this opportunity of express* 
ing a respectful recollection of his urbanity and civilities, and of affording this small 
triDute to his cherished memory. 
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exceedingly %npropitioii8 and discouraging. The troops are 
so destitute of clothing, that their footsteps are marked with 
blood for want of shoes ; their food consists, part of the 
time, of rice, with frogs from ponds and ditches, and some* 
times of peaches and berries. When^ they obtain a small 
supply of beef, it is so miserably poor as scarcely to be eat- 
able. The army is continually harassed in marching through 
the country, sometimes executing successful and honorable 
exploits, and a^ain compelled to retreat before a victorious 
enemy with hair breadth escapes. Never, perhaps, were 
opposing commanders more equally matched, than General 
Greene and Xiord Cornwallis, though the former is almost 
constantly laboring under the disadvantage of mferiority of 
numbers, and of physical force. 

General Greene communicates to Congress, an account of 
a very obstinate and bloody battle fought by the two armies, 
at Guilford court-house, North Carolina, a few weeks since. 
Our (Commander was compelled to yield to his adversary, 
but it is a victory purchased at a ruinous price. Seven days 
after the action, General Greene writes, that Cornwallis's 
troops were too much galled to improve their success, that 
he had been preparing for another action, expecting the ene- 
my to advance, but of a sudden they took their departure, 
and left behind them evident marks of distress. All the 
wounded at Guilford who had fallen into their hands ; and 
seventy of their own, too ill to be moved, were left behind. 
Most of their officers suffered ; Lord Cornwallis had his 
horse shot under him. Colonel Stuart, of the guards, was 
killed. General O'Hanl and Colonels Tarleton and Web- 
ster, wounded. Their whole loss is reported to be six hun- 
dred and sixty-three, exclusive of officers. General Greene 
returned three hundred and twenty-nine killed, wounded 
and missing ; many of the latter went to their homes after 
the action. Generals Stevens and Hugar were wounded. 

A large detachment of British troops and refugees, em- 
barked at New York some time since, bound on an expedi- 
tion to Virginia, under the commander of the infamous trai- 
tor Arnold. He took possession of Portsmouth, on James 
river, where they are employed in ravaging and rifling the 
plantations, and destroying public and private property. An- 
other body of royalists has lately been sent from New York, 
under Major General Phillips, who, now having the chief 
command of the British in Virginia, united with Arnold in a 
predatory warfare. General Phillips died soon after, and 
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Arnold again resumed the ccmniaiid. The Marquis de la 
Fayette, with a coDsmaod of about one thousand five hundred 
light infantry, detached from our main army, is on his march 
to Virginia, where he is to join a body of continentals and 
oailitia under Baroo Steuben and General Muhlenburg, for the 
purpose of protecting that country from the depredations of 
the enemy. 

May. — The continental army in Carolina, were successful 
after the action of Guilford, and gained the ajEtcendency in 
that quarter over the British. On the 10th of May, Lord 
Rawden evacuated Camden with precipitation, leaving be- 
kind three of his officers and fifty privates, who had been 
dangerously wounded and were unable to be removed. He 
burnt the stores, baggage, &c. ; and left the town a heap of 
ruins. The next day the strong post of Orangeburg surren* 
dered to General Sumpter. One colonel, several other 
officers, and eighty rank and file were made prisoners. Next 
followed on the 12th, fort Motte, the garrison consisting of 
nineteen officers and one hundred and sixty men, who surren- 
dered to General Mariot, as did also fort Granby, on the 
14th, to Lieutenant Colonel Lee, when one lieutenant colo- 
tiel, two majors, six captains, six - lieutenants, three ensigns, 
one surgeon, and three hundred and thirty-three rank and 
file, became his prisoners. Large quantities of provisions, 
and some military stores, were found in several of the forts, 
and in the baggage belonging to the nineteenth regiment 
were found seven hundred guineas, which it is said General 
Greene distributed among his troops, as a reward for their 
bravery and sufferings. 

The spirit of desertion appears to prevail to a con&idera-> 
ble degree among both the British and Hessians at New 
York. Instances have been frequent for several monthr 
past, of two or three coming out t(^ether. Some of them 
offer to engage in our service, but they are rejected and sent 
into the country, where they cannot effect any mischievous 
purpose. Deserters are always to be suspected, as they 
are not unfrequently employed as spies, who desert ba^k 
again, with intelligence for the enemy. Not long since, a 
Captain Simmons, of Delancy 's corps, eame over to our lines 
and was sent up to West Point. He asserted that, being 
disaffected with the enemy on some pretences, he had re- 
signed his commission and deserted from them ; he was de- 
livered over to the governor of the state. A few days smce 
a groom belonging to an officer in the British service, de- 
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.^serted with a Valuable horM from his matter, which he told 
for one hundred dollars in specie. 

A party of ooniineatal trocj^a, comoianded bj Colonel 
Christopher Greene, of Rhode Island, bemg stationed on our 
lines near Croten river, were surprized by a party of the 
enemy, about sunrise on the 13th instant. They first attack- 
ed Colonel Greene's and Major Flagg's quarters, and killed 
the major while in bed. The colonel being badly wounded 
in the house, was carried into the woods and barbarously 
murdered. Two subalterns and twenty-seven privates were 
also killed, and a lieutenant and surgeon, with about twenty 
men taken prisoners. This melancholy event is most deep- 
ly regretted ; Colonel Greene bravely distinguished himself 
in defence of fort Mercer, at Red bank, in October, 1777, 
and has ever been considered as a valiant and vigilant officer. 
He had taken post in a situation to guard a certain fording 
place at Croten river, and had practised the greatest vigil- 
ance in the night time, jcalling otf his guards at sunrise, on 
the idea that the enemy would not presume to cross in the 
day time, but the enemy having learnt his mode of perform- 
ing duty, effected their purpose by crossing the ford immedi- 
ately after the guard had been withdrawn, and the surprize 
was so complete that no practicable defence could avail 
them. It will not be denied, that an enemy may be justified in 
availing himself of every opportunity of gaining an advantage 
over his antagonist, or that in some instances, slaughter is 
unavoidable ; but a wanton and unnecessary sacrifice of life 
is on all occasions to be deprecated as a disgraceful violation 
of the dictates of humanity. 

General Washington has performed a journey to Connecticut, 
&r the purpose of an interview with the Count de Rochambeau, 
chief commander of the French troops now at Rhode Island. ^ 

The object of this interview is supposed to be the concerting of a 
system of measures to be pursued by the allied army in t^ en- 
suing campaip. 

Private intelligence from a confidential source we understand 
has been received at head quarters, that a plan has been con- 
certed in New York, to send out four parties, one to assassinate 
or take General Washii^on, another Governor Livingston, of 
New Jersey, a third Governor Clinton, of the state of New 
York, and the object of the fourth is udcnown ; measures will 
undoubtedly be adopted to iguard a^amst and defeat this singular 
enterprise. ' 
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It has several times happened that an artful and oiterprising 
fellow, bj the name of Moody, employed by the British in New 
York, has succeeded in taking our mail from the post rider on 
the road, though he has had some very remarkable escapes. 
After the interview of Greneral Washington and Count Rocham- 
beau, the British were particularly desirous of obtaining intel- 
ligence relative to the result. Accordingly Moody was again 
despatched to effect the object. Being perfectly well acquaint- 
ed with the roads and passes, he waylaid the mail for some days 
in the Jerseys, till at length it was his good fortune to possess 
himself of that very mail which contained General Washington's 
despatches to Congress, communicating the information which 
was the object of their desires. This valuable prize he had the 
address to bear off to New York in safety. 

June 20eA. — It is directed in general orders, that the whole 
army at this place march and encamp at PeekdLill, leaving the 
invalids and a small party, to garrison West Point. One of the 
three divisions of the army is to pass the Hudson each day, till 
all have crossed. 

Camp J Peekskill^ June 22d. — Our divisi<»i of the army cross- 
ed the Hudson at West Point landing yesterday, and reached 
Peekskill at ni^t. We have left our cantonments in a woody 
mountain, affording a romantic and picturesque scenery of na- 
ture clothed in her wild and winter attire, having scarcely the 
appearance of vegetation. A splendid world is now open to our 
view, all nature is in animation — the fields and meadows display 
the beauties of sprii^, a pleasing variety of vegetables and 
flowers perfume the air, and the charming music of the feath- 
ered tribe delights our ears. But there is a contrast in music. 
What can compare with that martial band, the drum and fife, 
bugle horn and shrill trumpet,,which set the war-horse in motion, 
thrill through every fibre of the human frame, still the groans 
of the dying soldier, and stimulate the living to the noblest deeds 
of glory ? The full roll of the drum, which salutes the Com- 
mander in Chief, the animatii^ beat, which calls to arms for 
the battle, the reveille, which breaks our slumbers at dawn of 
day, with '^ come, strike your tents, and march away," and the 
evening tattoo, which commands to retirement and repose ; 
these form incomparably the most enchanting music that has 
ever vibrated on my car. 

23d, — The army is now concentrated to a point in this place, 
and encamped in two lines, and in the same regular order that 
the troops usually form in a line of battle, occupying a very 
large extent of ground and covering fields of com, grain and 
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meadows. Our brigade is stationed cm the left of the second 
line. The campaign is now about to be opened, and we expect 
m a few days that the French army will form a junction with 
us to cooperate with our troops. 

July ist. — A division of our French allies are on their march 
from Rhode Island, to unite with us in the service of the cam- 
paign. Great preparations are continually making for some 
important operation, and it is in general conjectured that the 
object of the campaign is to besiege New York. We are or- 
dered to have four days' provisicms cooked, and to march at 
three o'clock in the mormng, leavii^ all our baggage behind, 
except a single blanket to each man. It is remarkable that we 
have so much as four days' provisions on hand. 

Campy Pkillipsburgh^ July 5t&. — The reveille beat at three * 
o'clock on the 2d instant, whoi we marched and reached Tarry- 
to>vn in the evening ; the weather beinc extremely hot, the 
troops were much fatigued. Halted at Tarrytown about two 
hours, and then proceeded, marched all nieht, and at sunrise 
arrived within two miles of the enemy's works at King's bridge. 
Having halted about two hours, a firmg of cannon and musketry 
was heard in front, and we were informed that a party of our 
troops had engaged the enemy, and we were order^ to advance 
rapidly to their assistance ; but before we could reach the 
scene of action, the enemy had retired within their strong works. 
A detachment of continental troops, under command of Major 
General Lincoln, virent down the North river in boats in the 
night, to attack the enemy by surprise, or to draw them out 
to a distance from their works, to afford an opportunity to 
the Commander in Chief to engage them in the field, but 
this object could not be accomplished, and a skirmish only 
ensued, in which both parties suffered some loss, and Gene- 
ral Lincoln brought off ten prisoners. We took our repose 
for the night in the open field, and our tents and baggage hav- 
ing arrived the next day, we pitched our encampment in two 
lines, on the most advantageous ground, within a few miles 
of the outposts of the enemy. The French army, under 
General Rochambeau, have arrived and encamped at a 
small distance on the left of the Americans. 

The French legion of dragoons and infantry, under com- 
mand of the Duke de Lauzun, arrived and took their station 
near our encampment, and appear in true military style ; 
they are a fine looking corps, full of military ardor, and in 
conjunction with Colonel Sheldon's dragoons, much important 
service is expected. 






258 MII.lTAft¥ JOURNAL, 1761. IsXJht, 

Tdt. — Our army was drawn up in a line and reviewed by 
Oeneral Kochambeau, commander in chief of the French 
army, with his Excellency General Washington and other 
general officers. 

1(M.— Another review took place in presence of the French 
ambassador, from Philadelphia, after which the French army 
passed a review in presence of the general officers of both 
armies. 

IStk. — Notwithstanding the active bustle which attends 
our present situation, I received an invitation with a number 
of officers of our regiment, to dine with a party of French 
officers in their camp. We were politely received under 
an elegant marquee, our entertainment consisted of excel- 
lent soup, roast beef, &c. served in French style. The 
gentlemen appear desiroM of cultivating an acquaintance 
with oar officers, but being ignorant of ea<^ others' language^ 
we can eqoy but little conversation. The French army ex* 
hibit their martial array to the greatest advantage. In the 
officers we recognize the accomplished gentlemen, free and 
affable in their manners. Their military dress and side arms 
are elegant, the troops are under the strictest discipline, 
and are amply provided with arms and accoutrements, which 
are kept in the neatest order ; they are in complete uniform, 
coats of white broadcloatb, trimmed with green, and white 
underdress, and on their heads they wear a singular kind of 
hat or chapeau. It is nidike our cocked hats in having but 
two comers instead of three, which gives them a very novel 
appear»ice. It has been remarked to their honor, that dur- 
ing their march from Newport to join oar army, their course 
has been marked with the most exemplary order and regu- 
larity, committing no depredations, but conducting towards 
the inhabitants on their route, with great civility and propri* 
ety. We now greet them as friends and allies, and they 
manifest a zealous determination to act in unison with us 
Against the common enemy. This conduct must have a hap« 
py tendency to eradicate from the minds of the Americans 
their ancient prejudices against the French people. They 
punctually paid their expences in hard money, which made 
them acceptable guests wherever they passed, and in fact, 
the large quantity of solid coin, which they brought into the 
United States, is to be considered as of infinite importance 
at the present ]>eriod of our affairs. 

Ibth. — Two of the British frigates, and several smaller 
vessels, passed up the North river as far as Tarrytown, in 
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defiance of our cannon, which were continnally playing on 
them. Their object appears to be, to seize some of our 
small vessels which are passing down the river with supplies 
for our army. One small »loop, loaded with bread for the 
French army, has fallen into their hands. 

nth. — A fine corps of light infantry, selected from the 
several New England regiments, is now formed aod put un- 
der the immediate command of Colonel Alexander Scammel, 
formerly our adjutant general. This select corps, consist- 
ing of the most active and soldierly young men and officers, 
is intended to march in advance of the main army, constant- 
ly prepared for active and hazardous service. Colonel 
Scammel was indulged the liberty of choosing his own offi- 
cers, rejecting those whom he deemed unfit for his enter- 
prizing purpose. According to regular detail it fell to the 
lot of Dr. C. to act as surgeon to this corps, but it was the 
doctor's misfortune to have one blink eye, and not being per- 
fectly active, Colonel Scammel objected to him, and desired 
that he might be exchanged for one more competent to the 
duties of the service. In consequence of this, I received a 
billet from Dr. James Craig, chief physician and surgeon to 
the army, requesting me to repair to the detachment im- 
mediately, and take the place of Dr. C. Colonel Jackson, 
unwilling to have his regiment left destitute of a surgeon, 
strongly protested against it, but Colonel Scammel was stren- 
uous, and finally prevailed, and I now enjoy the honour of 
officiating as surgeon to a fine corps of infantry, commanded 
by an officer of the first military reputation.' Dr. Munson, 
of the Connecticut line, is my mate, and the medical duties 
of Colonel Jackson's regiment devolve on Dr. Francis. Le 
Baron Goodwin, surgeon's mate, during my absence. 

I9th. — The British frigates that passed up the North 
river a few days since, took the advantage of wind and tide 
to return to New York. A severe cannonade commenced 
from our battery at Dobb's ferry, where the river is about 
three miles wide, they were compelled literally to run the 
gantlet. They returned the fire as they passed, but without 
effect. On board the Savage, ship of war, a box of powder 
took fire, and such was their consternation, that twenty peo- 
ple jumped into the river, among whom was a prisoner on 
board, who informs us that he was the only man who got on 
shore, all the others being drowned. He reports also, that 
the Savage was several times hulled by our shot, and was 
very near sinking. In the evening of the 21st, our army and 
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the French were put iu motion^ marching with great rapidity 
through a thick unfrequented wood and swamps, and through 
fields of corn and wheat! Passing through a swamp in the 
nightf our rear guard, and mjself with Dr. Munson> lost sight 
of the main army for more tfian an hour, and I got a severe 
fall front my horse. In the morning, we arrived near the 
enemy's poat at Morrissania, but they had taken the alarm, 
sgnd escaped to New-Tork. Having continued there during 
the day, we retired in the evening about five or six miles, 
amd lay on the hills near King's bridge, where we remained 
unmolested till the ni^ht of the 23d, when we returned to 
our encampment. While near the enemy's lines, the army 
was drawn up in a line (^ battle, and General Washington, 
General Bfochambeau, and all the general officers and engi- 
neers, were employed in reconnoitring the different positions 
of the enemy's works in all directions. The position which 
we now occttpy is the neutral ground between the lines, a 
beautiful fertile country, and the roads and commons as well 
as the enclosures are loaded with grass, while the deserted 
houses m ruins, and the prostrate fences, exhibit the melan- 
choly devastation of war. 

Camfj ntar DobVs firry ^ July Sl^.—Our detachment un- 
der Colonel Scammel, marched last evening down to Phil- 
lips' house, near the enemy's works, on a foraging expedition. 
Alter our wagons were loaded, we retired into the woods 
and lay in ambush, with the hope that the enemy would give 
us an apportunity to engage them, but they did not make 
their appearance. 

Jlugiut lSt&.-^A most tremendous storm of rain came on 
last night, and continued almost incessantly ; about two 
o'clock ia the morning, a sudden gust rent our tents asunder 
and whirled them about our ears, leaving us destitute of 
dielter, and most thoroughly drenched. 

IMu — ^A French soldier, who deserted, and was taken 
on his way to the enemy, was shot in the French camp. 

General orders are now issued for the army to prepare 
fbr a movement at a moment's notice. The real object of 
the allied armies the present campaign, has become a sub* 
ject of* much speculation. Ostensibly an investment of the 
city of New York is in contemplation — preparations in all 
quarters for some months past, indicate this to be the object 
of our combined operations. The capture of this place, 
would be a decisive stroke, and from the moment such 
event takes place, the Etiglish must renounce all hopes of 
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«ubiugating the United States. But New York is well forti- ^ 
£ea both by land and water, and garrisoned by the best ' 
troops of Great Britain. The success of a siege must de« 
pend entirely on the arrival and cooperation of a superior 
ff^rench fleet. The enemy have a garrison at Staten Island, 
which is separated from Long Island only by a strait of two 
miles wide. The capture of this garrison would be a bril* 
liant affair, and would essentially focilitate our operations 
against New York. General Washington and Count Ro- 
chambeau have crossed the North river, and it is supposed 
for the purpose of reconnoitring the enemy's poists from the 
Jersey shore. A field for an extensive encampment has 
been marked out on. the Jersey side, and a number of ovens 
have been erected and fuel provided for the purpose of 
baking bread for the army. From these combined circum* 
stances we are led to conclude, that a part of our besieging 
force is to occupy that ground. But General Washington 
t>08sesse8 a capacious mind, full ol resources, and he resolves 
and matures his great plans and designs under an impene^ 
trable veil of secrecy, ami while we repose the fullest confi- 
dence in our chief, our own opinions must be founded only on 
doubtful conjectures. The royal army at New York, have 
received a reenforcement of toree thousand Germans from 
Europe. 

20th. — ^According to orders, we commenced our line of 
march yesterday, a party of pioneers being sent forward to 
clear the road towards King's bridge, uid we expected im- 
mediately to follow in that direction ; but an army is a 
machine, whose motions are directed by its chief. When 
the troops were paraded for the march, they were ordered 
to face to the right about, and ma:king a retrograde move* 
ment up the side of the North river, we have reached King's 
ferry, and are preparing to cross the Hudson at this ferry. 
Our allies are in our rear, and it is probable we are destin* 
ed to occupy the ground on the Jersey side. 

Camp, TVenlon, JhtguH 31«f. — Colonel Laurens has ar- 
rived at bead quarters on his way from Boston to Philadel- 
phia. This gentleman is the son of Mr. Henry Laurens, our 
ambassador to Holland, who is now confined in the tower of 
London. We have the pleasing information, that he has 
brought with him from France, a large sum of specie for 
the United States. He reports that the different powers of 
continental Europe are friendly to the cause in which we 
are engaged. 
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Our situation reminds me of some tteatrical exhibition 
* where the interest and expectations of the spectators are 
continually increasing, and where curiosity is wrought to the 
highest point. Our destination has been for some time mat- 
ter of perplexing doubt and uncertainty ; bets have run high 
on one side, that we were to occupy the ground marked out 
on the Jersey shore, to aid m the siege of New York, and on 
the other, that we are stealing a march on the enemy, and 
and are actually destined to Virginia, in pursuit of the army 
under Lord Cornwallis. W^e crossed at King's ferry, 21st 
instant, and encamped at Haverstraw. A number of bat- 
teaux, mounted on carriages, have followed in our train, 
supposed for the purpose of conveying the troops over to 
Staten Island. 22d. Kesumed our line of march, passing 
rapidly through Paramus, Acquackanack, Springfield, and 
Princeton. We have now passed all the enemy's posts, and 
are pursuing our route with increased rapdity towards Phila- 
delphia ; wagons have been prepared to carry the soldiers' 
packs, that they may press forward with greater facility. 
Our destination can no longer be a secret. The British ar- 
my, under Lord Cornwallis, is unquestionably the object of our 
present expedition. It is now rumored that a French fleet 
may soon be expected to arrive in Chesapeake bay, to co- 
operate with the allied army in that quarter. The great 
secret respecting our late preparations and movements can 
now be explained. It was a judiciously concerted strata- 
gem, calculated to menace and alarm Sir Henry Clinton for 
the safety of the garrison of New York, and induce him to 
recall a part of his troops from Virginia, for his own de- 
fence ; or perhaps keeping an eye on the city, to attempt its 
capture, provided that by the arrival of a French fleet, fa- 
vorable circumstances should present. The deception has 
proved completely successful, a part of Cornwallis's troops 
are reported to have returned to New York. His Excellen- 
cy General Washington, having succeeded in a masterly 
piece of generalship^ has now the satisfaction of leaving his 
adversary to ruminate on his own mortifying situation, and to 
anticipate the perilous fate which awaits his friend, Lord 
Cornwallis, in a difierent quarter. Major General Heath is 
left commander in chief of our army in the vicinity of New 
York and the High Lands, and the menacing aspect of an 
attack on New York, will be continued till time and circum- 
stances shall remove the delusive veil from the eyes of Sir 
Henry Clinton, when it will probably be too late to afford 
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succor to Lord Cornwallis. To our oflScers, the inactivity 
of the royal army in New York, is truly unaccountable — 
they might without risking a great deal, harass our army on 
its march, and subject us to irreparable injury ; but the roy- 
alists are more dexterous in availing themselves of treach- 
ery and insurrection, than in effecting valorous achievements. 
In passing through Princeton, but little time was allowed me 
to visit the college. This once celebrated seminary is now 
destitute of students, and the business of education is en- 
tirely suspended in consequence of the constant bustle and 
vicissitudes of war. The little village of Princeton is beau- 
tifully situated, and the college edifice is of stone, four 
stories high, and lighted by twenty-five windows in front, 
in each story. It has suffered considerable injury in 
being occupied alternately by the soldiers of the two con- 
tending armies. Trenton, where we are now encamped 4br 
the night, is a much more considerable village, and more 
advantageously situated, on the north eastern bank of the 
Delaware, twenty-seven miles above Philadelphia. This 
is the town which Greneral Washington has rendered famous to 
the latest times, by a victory in which he so happily displayed 
the resources of his genius, in the severe winter of 1776. Great 
indeed must be the resources of that man who can render him- 
self the most formidable to an enemy, when apparently he is 
the most destitute of power. General Washington and Count 
Rochambeau having proceeded to Virginia by land, Major Gen- 
eral Lincoln takes the t^ommand of our troops, and the Baron 
de Yiomenil, those of the French. 

Camp<, Heed of Elk River, September. — We crossed the 
Delaware river at Trenton ferry, on the 1st instant, and in the 
afternoon crossed a small river at Shammany^s rope ferry. 
Our boats were pulled across with facility by a rope made fast 
at each shore. We marched nineteen miles, and encamped at 
a place called Lower Dublin. 2d. In the afternoon, marched 
through the city of Philadelphia. The streets being extremely 
dirty and the weather warm and dry, we raised a dust like a 
smothering snow storm, blinding our eyes and covering our bod- 
ies with it ; this was not a little mortifying, as the ladies were 
viewing us from the open windows of every house as we passed 
through this splendid city. The scene must have been exceed- 
ingly interesting to the inhabitants, and contemplating the noble 
cause in which we are engaged, they must have experienced in 
their hearts a glow of patriotism, if not emotions of military 
ardor. Our line of march, including appendages and attend- 
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aats extaided nearlj two miles. The general officers land tbeir 
aids, in rich military vniforU) momited on noble steeds degant- 
Ij caparisoned, were followed by their servants and ba^;age. 
in the rear of every brigade were several field pieces, accom- 
fKmied by ammunitum carriages. The soldiers marched in dow 
and solemn step, regulated by the drum and fife. In the rear 
fdlowed a great number of wagons loaded with tarts, providooB 
and other baggage snch as a few soldiers' wives and children ; 
though a very small number of these are allowed to encumber 
lis on this occasion. The day following, the Frendi troops 
marched through the city, dressed in complete uniform of whfte 
broadcloth, faced with ^reen, and besides the drum and fife, 
they were furnished with a complete band of music, which 
operates like enchantment.* 



* The ibllowing is ,eitracted from letters pobliehed by a Freoch clergyman in 
Count RochambeftO*8 vmy. 

** Tlie arrivtl of the FVench army at Philadelphia, wao more like a trimnph, than 
■imply a paninf through the plaoe ; the troops made a halt about a ipiarter of a 
league from the city, aim in an lattant were droned as elegantly as ever the sol* 
diers of a garrison were on a dav of roTiew ; they then marched through the town, 
with the military music playing befere them, which is always partionlerly pleaakm 
to the Americans ; the streets were crowded with people, and the ladies appeared 
at the windows in their most brilliant attire. AU Philadelphia wm astomshed t» 
see people who had endured the fatigues of a long joumev, w ruddy nnd handsomnf 
and even wondered that there could possibly be IVsncMicn of so genteel an ap* 
pearance. 

" The troops next marched in single file beibre the Congrew, and M. le Cfaev^ 
lier de la Lusenie, minister from the Court of France, and afterwards encamped in 
a large plain conti^ous to the river Schuylkill. The next day after oar arrivalt 
the regiment of Sousonnais went throqgk the ezereiie of fire arms ; at least twenty 
thousand persons, and a vast number of carriages* remarkable for their lightaess 
and elegance, added to the lustre of this ezhibiuon, which was still heightoMd by 
tfie pleasantnem of the situation, and the reaaarkable serenitv of the day. The ra^ 
pidity of the uulitanr evolutions, the soldierly anpearance of the troops in genendt 
and the exactnem of their motions, surprised ana emaptured the beholders. 

** We were a good deal amused with a miAake of aome of the common people, 
who took ibr a general, one of those alert fellows, whom ow commanding oliioats 
commonly have m their retinue to run up and down to carry their written orders. 
His short, tight bodied coat, his rich watsteost, with a silver fringe, his rose colored 
shoes, his cap, adorned with a coat of arms, and his cane with an enormous hea^— 
all appeared to them so many tokens of extraordinary dignity. Though he ap- 
proached his master, the colonel commandant, merely to receive and publish his 
orders, they imagined that he gave them of his own aocofd, and directed the omve- 
mento of the troops, independently of any superior. 

<< The President of Con^^rees, the Honorable Thomas M*Kean, Esquire, in a suit 
of bUek velvet, honored this review with his presence. These honest Pennsylva- 
nians difl^r very considerably from us in the ceremonies of dress» as we differ from 
them again in our modes of legislation. 

*' The manouvres of our troops raised the most flattering expectations in the 
minds of the spectators; and they did not hesitate to dectare, that such soldiers 
wero invincible. 

'* This day was destined ibr favorable omens. M. le Chevalier de la Lnseme, 
«4to on this occasion received his countrymen with the dignity and generosity of the 
rppresentativo of a great monarch, and the franknem and cordiality of an indtridnal. 
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9d. — We crossed the rirer Schujlkill^ over a floatiog bridge, 
and encamped four miles from Philadelphia, where we continued 
through the day, to five the men time to rest aid wash their 
clothes. 4th. Mar(£ed through Wilmington, eighteen miles. 
This is a handsome flourishing village, situated on the Delaware 
liver, on a small branch of which are erected eight very large 
and valuable stone mills, where an immense quantity of wheat 
is ground and bolted. The wheat is broi^ht in vessels to the 
very door, and the flour taken off in return. The Rev. Mr. 
Smith, minister of this place, and Dr. Smith, his brother, 
politely introduced themselves to me, and I took tea and qient 
the evening at Dr. Smith's in social friendship. Marched 
a|am on t3be 5th, and on the 6th arrived at the head of Elk 
river, Maryland, in the morning, havii^ completed a march of 
two hundred miles in fifteen days. 

An express has now arrived from Yirrinia, with the pleasing 
intelligttice that the Count de Grasse has actually arrived at 
the mouth of the Chesapeake bay, with a fleet of thirty-six 
ships of the line, and three thousand land forces, which are 
landed and have joined our troops under the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette, in Virginia. 

■ftir the re?i«w, isTlted all the offieen to dine with him. Hardly were we seated 
aft the table, wheo aa mipffeie arrived ; a diequietinf silence imnediately aeiced 
every yie rt our eyea were fixed on the Chevuter de la Lmenie, erery one ea- 
deavonnir to cneea what the meanfe would torn out to be—" Thirty.«ix ships of 
the line,'' said he, ** oonunaBded by Monaiear 1e Comte de Graase, are arriyed in 
Cheaapeake bay, wd three thooiaml men have landed and opened a conmonioation 
with the Marquis de ta Fayette.'* Joy and food hooior, immediately renmed their 
plaee on every countenance. Onr impatient leaders began to count the days, and 
reoken how lon^ it woiild be before they could have it in their power to face the 
enemy, and theur heated imaginations made the time much shorter than it afterward* 
proved to be. He(^ths were next dranjt ; and that of the minister of the marine n€ 
France waa not forgotten, whose activity and great ahihtiea have paved the way to 
the most briUiaat sooc e ases of onr fleet ; the juresenee of his son, M. le Comte de 
•Chartrcy seoond colonel of the regiment of Samtonge, added still more to our pleas- 
nre and satisftctioB. 

'* Among others* Charles ThompaMi» the Secretary of Congress, the wwH of that 
political body« came ahp lo receive and present hie compuments. His meam 
Bj^ore, flirrowed countenance, hia hoUow aparkling eyes, his white strait hair, that 
did not hang qnile ae low aa hia ears, fixed our theioi^ attention, and filled us with 
siirpriae and admiration. 

" The important news of the arrival of Count de Grasse, was soon spread 
throughout the city, and echoes of joy were heard from every quarter ; some worry 
followa mounted en scaiblds and stages, pronounced funeral orations fcir Comwallis, 
and uttered lamenutions on the grief and diatresa of the tories. The people ran in 
crowds to the residence of the nunister of FVance ; and Lon$ Hot XJouU the SHx^ 
twUk, ami the genera) cry. 

*' Thna yen aee the neople are univenally persuaded of the success of this expe* 
dition. Could theaa flattering hopes be realixed, they would haaten a peace, whicii 
in our ailnaiioB, and under the wise and benevolent prince that govema us, would 
place Franue in a point ef view that ban been wholly unknown since theeiistii 
eii«f of her atMrchy.'* 
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The royal army, under Lord Comwallis, has taken post hi 
Yorktown, situated on York river, in Virginia, where he has 
constructed strong fortifications for his defence ; but his com- 
muuication by water is now entirely cut off by several French 
ships stationed at the mouth of the river. Preparation is con- 
stantly making for our troops and our allies who have arrived 
here, to embark at the head of Elk river, whence, we shall 
proceed down the Chesapeake bay to Yorktown, in pursuit of the 
object of our expedition. About eighty vessels are in readiness, 
great activity prevails, embarkation has commenced, and our 
Horses are sent round to Virginia by land, it falls to my lot to 
take passage on board a smadl schooner, with four other officers^ 
and sixty men. She is so deeply laden with cannon, mortars and 
other ordnance, that our situation will be attended with consid- 
erable danger, if rough weather should overtake us. 

•Slnnapolisy September lUh, — Sailed at four o'clock, P. M. 
on board the schooner Glasco, beat against contrary wind down 
the Elk river, and at sun rise next morning, entered the head of 
the great Chesapeake bay, eighteen miles from the place of 
embarkation. The bay at its entrance, is six or seven miles 
wide, and has two rivers which empty into it on. the west side — 
the Northeast river and the great Susquehannah, which takes 
its origin at lake Otsego, six hundred miles from this bay. 
Another river called Sassafras, which empties into the bay on 
the east side, is navigable to Greorgetown, twelve miles. Pool's 
Island affords a romantic prospect, being about two miles long, 
and three quarters of a mile wide, supporting two families. 
About twelve miles further down, the bay widens to about ten 
min^s, and on the west side is the river Patapsco, at the head of 
which, twelve miles from its mouth, stands the town of Balti- 
more, which admits large ships into its capacious and conve- 
nient harbour. Nearly opposite to this, Chester river empties 
into the bay on the eastern shore, and is navigable fifty miles» 
The town of Annapolis, the metropolis of Maryland, is situat- 
ed on the western shore at the mouth of the river Severn, 
where it falls into the bay. We came to anchor in the harbor 
at sun setting, and I accompanied several officers to the coffee 
house, and partook of a handsome supper. A very severe 
shower of rain, with high winds and extreme darkness, obliged 
us to spend the night on shore. On the 13th, we returned oa 
board at seven o'clock, and proceeded on our voyage before a fresh 
gale, but had not sailed more than four miles, when we were 
recalled by express to the harbor of Annapolis. This is in con- 
sequence of intelligence of a naval action between the British 
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and French fleets near the mouth of the Chesapeake bay. Our 
safety requires that we should remain in port till the event of 
the battle is known. Should the British have obtained the vic- 
tory, and should they get possession of the Chesapeake bay, we 
shall be unable to proceed on our voyage, and our expedition 
will be entirely defeated. Annapolis is a very inconsiderable 
city, but the buildings are chiefly of brick and many of them 
are in a style of elegance and grandeur. The state house, in 
the centre of the city, is a most splendid and magnificent piece 
of architecture ; it is topped with a handsome dome ; the sev- 
eral apartments are finishe4 in a style surpassing every thing 
which I have before witnessed. The archives for the security 
of the public records are fire proof. It is remarkable that 
there is not a church in the city, though they have an ordinary 
building which they occupy for a theatre. We were treated 
with much politeness and hospitality, and received an invitation 
to dine at the house of a respectable gentleman. In the even- 
ing we attended the theatre, and were entertained by a Mr. 
Wall, who exhibited Steevens' lecture on heads, greatly to the 
amusement of the audience, after which Mi's. Wall exhibited 
a variety of amusing scenes, and her little daughter of seven 
years of age, spoke an epilogue, and sung several songs to the 
admiration of all present. 

Information has just reached us that after General Arnold 
had returned from his depredating expedition to Virginia, he 
was despatched on a new incursion to Connecticut, his native 
state. His force consisted of two thousand infantry and three 
hundred cavalry, accompanied by forty sail of ships and trans- 

Eorts. He landed his troops at the mouth of New London bar- 
er, and proceeded to the town. Fort Trumbull not bein^ 
tenable, was soon evacuated by our people,^ but fort Griswold 
on the other side of the river was courageously defended by 
Colonel Ledyard and a few militia men hastily collected. 
The assault on this fort was made by Colonel Eyre, who was 
three or four times repulsed, and finally received himself a 
mortal wound, and Major Montgomery being killed, the com- 
mand devolved on Major Bromfield, who by a superior force 
and much resolution, carried the place at the point of the bay- 
onet. On entering the fort, the British ofiicer inquiring who 
commanded ? Colonel Ledyard answered, ^^ I did, Sir, but 
you do now," and presented him his sword as a prisoner, when 
the British officer plunged his sword into the body of Colonel 
Ledyard, and several soldiers assisted with their bayonets in 
despatching him. An indiscrimiaiite slaughter by the bayonet 
34 
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of those wbo had surrendeFed immediatelj ensued, and seventy- 
three men were left dead in the fort, about forty wounded, and 
the same number taken prisoners. Arnold continued on the 
New London side, suffering the town to be plundered, and by a 
conflagration, sixty dwelling houses and eighty-four stores were 
entirely destroyed. The loss which we sustained was very 
eonsiderable, consisting of vessels, naval stores, European goods, 
provisions, &,c. and not less than one hundred inhabitants were 
deprived of their habitations and all their property. The mili- 
tia collected and conducted with great spirit and alacrity in 
avenging the murder of their friends, and they hastened the 
retreat of the aiemy, after the loss of two officers and forty-six 
rank and file killed and eight officers and one hundred and thir- 
ty-five rank and file wounded. It is reported that a wagon 
loaded with their wounded soldiers, was jMit in motion (tom the 
top of a long and steep hill, which in its rapid course struck an 
apple tree with such force that the faint and bleeding men re- 
ceived a shock which killed a part of them instantly. It is 
hi^y probable that Sir Henry Clinton projected this expedi- 
tion to Connecticut, in the hope of diverting General Washing- 
ton from his enterprize against Earl Comwallis ; but tlus 
manoKUvre will not effect his object. 

1 5th. — The gratifying intelligence is announced that the na- 
val engagement between the two fleets, has resulted in the de- 
feat of the British with considerable loss, and the French have 
now the sole command of the Chesapeake bay. This event is 
of infinite importance, and fills our hearts with joy, as we can 
now proceed on our expedition. 

I6th. — ^We obeyed the signal for sailmg, and passed Sharp's 
Island, which is situated in the middle of the bay, two miles 
long and one wide ; it supports four families. Sent our boat 
on shore and procured some poultry and fruit. 18th. Passed 
the great Potomac, which divides the states of Maryland and 
Virginia. At its mouth it is about fifteen miles wide, it is nav- 
igable for large ships, up to Georgetown, which is one hundred 
and seventy miles distant, on the Maryland shore, while the city 
of Alexanut ia is situated a few miles below it on the Virginia 
shore. The bay at this place is about thirty miles wide. The 
wind this afternoon has blown with all the violence of a gale, 
the bow of our vessel, m ploughing through the billows, is fre^ 
quently brought under water, which keeps us in perpetual 
tdarm. We jpassed York river on the western or Vii^nia shore, 
fifteen miles from the mouth of which stands Yorktown, where 
the royal army under Lord Comwallis is posted, and which it 
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is the object of our expedition to capture. He is completely 
blockaded by three French ships of the line and several smaller 
armed vessels lying at the mouth of York river. 20th. Passed 
Hampton road, and entered James river, which is at its entrance 
about five miles wide. We enjoyed a distant view of the grand 
French fleet riding at anchor at the mouth of the Chesapeake, 
consisting of thirty-six ships of war, besides frigates and other 
armed vessels. This was the most noble and majestic specta- 
cle I ever witnessed, and we viewed it with inexpressible pleas- 
ure, and the warmest gratitude was excited in every breast to- 
wards our great ally. 

Campy near Jamestown, September 22d. — Reached the har- 
bor between Jamestown and Williamsburg, where the great- 
er part of our transports arrived in the course of the day, 
and the troops disembarked and encamped on the hades of 
the river, within twelve miles of Yorktown. We now con- 
gratulated ourselves on having completed our voyage of 
three hundred and fifty miles, which, on account of contrary 
winds and detention at Annapolis, has occupied twelve days ; 
vessels with troops are arriving every day. Jamestown is 
the place where the English first established themselves in 
Virginia, in 1607. Though the most ancient settlement in n/ 

America, it cannot now be called a town, there being but / 
two houses standing on the banks of the river. 25th. March- 
ed from the landing place through the city of Williamsburg. 
This is the capital of Virginia, but in other respects is of 
little importance. It is situated on a level piece of land, 
at an equal distance between two small rivers, one of which 
falls into York, the other into James river. The city is one 
mile and a quarter in length, and contains about two hun- 
dred and fifty houses. The main street is more than one 
hundred feet in width, and exactly one mile in length — ^at 
<nie of the extremities, and fronting the street, is the capi* 
tol, or state house, a handsome edifice, and at the other end 
is the college, capable of accommodating three hundred 
students, but the tumult of war has broken up the institu- 
tion. The college is about one hundred and thirty feet ia 
length and forty in breadth, with two handsome wings fifty 
by thirty. Their library is said to consist of about three ' 

thousand volumes. Near the centre of the city is a large 
church, and not far from it the palace, the usual residence 
of the governor, which is a splendid building. The water 
in this vicinity is extremely brackish and disagreeable. 
This part of the state of Virginia is celebrated for the ex» 



:^70 MiLiTAKT jormifAi., 1781. [September. 



ceUent tobacco which it produces, and this is their prioGi- 
pal staple commoditj, though the culture of cottou receives 
some atteutioQ. Indian corn, hemp and flax, are also 
amon; the productions of this state. The population of 
Vir^ia is computed at one hundred and fifty thousand 
whites, and five hundred thousand negro slaves. The la- 
bor, therefore, on the Virginia plantations, is performed 
altogether by a species of the human race, who have been 
cruelly wrested from their native country and doomed to 
perpetual bondage, while their masters are manfully con- 
teuuiug for freedom, and the natural rights of man. Such 
is the inconsistency of human nature. Should Providence 
ordain that the Americans shall be emancipated from thral- 
dom, it should in gratitude be our prayer, that the African 
slave may be permitted to participate in the blessings of 
freedom. 

Cojiify, befon loHbToirn, SepUmber 27<A. — ^We ^arrived at 
Yorktown yesterday from Jamestown, and have encamped 
within one mile of the enemy's line of redoubts. 

2Sth. — ^The French troops have arrived and encamped 
on our left. Yorktown is situated on the south bank of the 
river, about fifteen miles from its entrance into Chesapeake 
bay. In this little village, Lord Cornwallis, with about 
seven thousand troops, has taken his station, and b endea- 
voring to fortify himself against the impending danger of our 
combined operations. His commui^cation by water is en- 
tirely cut off by the French ships of war stationed at the 
mouth of the river, preventing both his escape and receiving 
succor from Sir Henry Clinton at New York. The allied 
army is about twelve thousand strong, exclusive of the 
militia, under Governor Nelson. The Americans form the 
right and the French the left wing of the combined forces, 
each extending to the borders of the river, by which the 
besiegers form a half circle round the town. His Excel- 
lency General Washington commands in person, and is as- 
sisted by Major Greneral Lincoln, Baron Steuben, the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette, General Knox, &c. The French troops 
are commanded by General the Count Rochambeau, a brave 
and experienced officer, having under liim a number of 
officers of distinguished character. Unbounded confidence 
is reposed in our illustrious commanders, the spirit of emu- 
lation and military ardor universally prevail, and we are 
sanguine in our expectations that a surrender of the royal 
army must be bis Lordship's fate. 
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A cannonade commenced yesterday from the town, by 
which one man received a wound, and I assisted in ampu- 
tating his leg. 30th. We were agreeably surprised this 
morning, to find that the enemy had, during the preceding 
night, abandoned three or four of their redoubts, and retired 
within the town, leaving a considerable extent of com- 
manding ground which might have cost us much labor and 
many lives to obtain by force. Our light infantry and a 
party of French were ordered to advance and take posses- 
sion of the abandoned ground, and to serve as a covering 
party to our troops who are employed in throwing up breast 
works. Considerable caimonading from the besieged in the 
course of the day, and four militia men were wounded by 
a single shot, one of whom died soon after. An occurrence 
has just been announced which fills our hearts with grief and 
sorrow. Colonel Alexander Scammel, being officer of the 
day, while reconnoitring the ground which the enemy had 
abandoned, was surprized by a party of their horse, and after 
having surrendered, they had the baseness to inflict a wound 
which we fear will prove mortal ; they have carried him 
into Yorktown. 

October Ist, and 2d. — Our troops have been engaged in 
throwing up two redoubts in the night time ; on discovery, 
the enemy commenced a furious cannonade, but it does not 
deter our men from going on vigorously with their work. 
Heavy cannon and mortars are continually arriving, and the 
greatest preparations are made to prosecute the siege in 
the most effectual manner. 

Sdy and 4th. — A considerable cannonading from the enemy, 
one shot killed three men, and mortally wounded another. 
While the Reverend Mr. Evans, our chaplain, was standing 
near the Commander in Chief, a shot struck the ground so 
near as to cover bis hat with sand ; being much agitated, he 
took off his hat and said, ^' see here. General." '^ Mr. 
Evans," replied his Excellency, with his usual composure, 
^' you had better carry that home and show it to your wife 
and children." Two soldiers from the French, and one 
from us deserted to the enemy, and two British soldiers 
deserted to our camp the same night. The enemy from the 
want of forage are killing off their horses in great numbers ; 
six or seven hundred of these valuable animals have been 
killed, and their carcases are almost continually floating 
down the river. The British are in possession of a place 
called Gloucester, on the north side of the river, nearly 
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opposite Yorktown ; their force coosists of one British regi- 
ment, and Colonel Tarleton's legion of horse and infantry. 
In opposition to this force the French legion, under the 
command of the Duke de Lauzum, and a detachment of 
French infantry and militia, are posted in that yicinity. 
Tarletonis a bold and impetuous leader, and has spread 
terror through the Carolinas and Virginia for some time 
past. In making a sally from Gloucester yesterday, they 
were attacked by the French, and defeated with the loss of 
the commanding officer of their infantry and about fifty men 
killed and wounded, among the latter is Tarleton himself. 
The Duke lost three men killed and two officers and eleven 
men wounded. It is with much concern we learn that Col- 
onel Scammel died at Williamsburg, of the wound which he 
received a few di^s since when he was taken prisoner. 
At the request of General Washington, Lord Cornwallis 
allowed him to be carried to Williamsburg, where he died 
this day, universally lamented, as he was while living uni- 
versally respected and esteemed. The Commander in 
Chief was well apprized of his merit, and bestowed on him 
marks of his frief^dlv regard and confidence. For some time 
be sustained the office of adjutant general to our army, but 
preferring a more active command and the post of danger, he 
was put at the head of a regiment of light infantry for this 
enterprising campaign. The British have sent from York- 
town a large number of negroes sick with the smallpox, 
probably for the purpose of communicating the infection to 
our army ; thus our inhuman enemies resort to every me- 
thod in their power, however barbarous or cruel, to injure 
and distress, and thus to gain an advantage over their op- 
posers. 

1th — A large detachm^t of the allied army, under command 
of Major General Lincoln, were ordered out last evenmg, for 
the purpose of openii^ intrenchments near the enemy's lines. 
This business was conducted with great silence and secrecy, 
and we were favored by Providoace with a night of extreme 
darkness, and were not discovered before daylight. The work- 
ing party carried on their shoulders fascines and intrenching 
tools, while a large part of the detachment was armed with the 
implements of death. Horses, drawing cannon and ordnance, 
and wagons loaded with bags filled with sand for constructing 
breast works, followed in the rear. Thus arranged, every 
officer and soldier knowing his particular station, orders were 
given to advance in perfect sil«ice, the distance about one mile. 
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My station on this occasion was, with Dr. Munson, my mate, 
in the rear of the troops, and as the music was not to be em- 
ployed, about twenty drummers and fifers, were put under my 
chai^ to assist me in case of having wounded men to attend. 
I put into the hands of a drummer, a mulatto fellow, my in- 
struments, bandages, &c. with a positive order to keep at my 
elbow, and not lose sight of me a moment ; it was not long, how- 
ever, before I found to my astonishment that he had left me and 
gone in pursuit of some rum, and carried off the articles which 
are indispensable in time of acti(m. In this very unpleasant 
predicament, unwilUiq; to trust another, I hastened with all 
speed to the hospital, about one mile, to procure another supply 
from Dr. Craik ; and he desired that if the Marquis de la Fay- 
ette should be wounded, I would devote to him my first atten- 
tion. On my return I found Dr. Munson and my party waiting, 
but the troops had marched on and we knew not their route. 
We were obliged to follow at random, and in the darkness of 
night, hazarding our approach to the enemy. Having advanced 
about half a mue, of a sudd^ a party of armed men in white 
uniform rose from the ground, and ordered us to stop ; they 
proved to be the rear guard of the French. The officer de« 
manded the countersign, which I was unable to give, and as 
we could not understuid each others' language, I was detauied 
under considerable embarrassment till an officer who could 
speak En^ish was called, when producing my instruments and 
bandages, and assuring the French officer that I was surgeon 
to the infantry, he politdy conducted me to my station. Our 
troops were indefatigable in their labors during the night, and 
before daylight they had nearly completed the first parallel 
line of nearly two miles in extent, besides laying a foundation 
for two redoubts, within about six hundred yards of the enemy's 
lines. At daylight the enemy havii^ discovered our works, 
commenced a severe cannonade, but our men being under cover 
received no iiyury. A French soldier deserted to the enemy, 
after which there was a constant firing against the French lines, 
and one officer was killed, and fifteen men were killed or wounded. 
In the latter part of the n^^t it rained severely, and being in the 
Qipen field, cold and uncomfortable, I entered a small hut made of 
brush, which the enemy had abandoned, soon after, a man came to 
the door, and seeing me standing in the centre instantly drew his 
sword, and put himself in an attitude to plunge it into me. I call- 
ed out friend^ friend^ and he as speedily to my great joy respond- 
ed, ^^ Ah, Monsieur,/mfirf," and returning his sword to its place 
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he departed. I think he was a French soldier, and it is doubt- 
ful whether he or mjself was the most frightened. 

Sthy and 6th. — The duty of our troops has been for several 
days extremely severe ; our regiment labors in the trenches 
every other day and night, where I find it difficult to avoid suf- 
fering by the cold, having no other covering than a smgle blan- 
ket in the open field. We erected a battery last night in front of 
our first parallel, without any annoyance from the enemy. Two 
or three of our batteries being now prepared to open on the 
town, his Excellency General Washington put the match to thie 
first gun, and a furious discharge of cannon and mortars imme- 
diately followed, and Earl Comwallis has received his first sal- 
utation. 

From the 10th to the 15th, a tremendous and incessant firing 
from the American and French batteries is kept up, and the 
enemy return the fire, but with little effect. A red hot shell 
from the French battery set fire to the Charon, a British 44 
gun ship, and two or three smaller vessels at anchor in the riv- . 
er, which were consumed in the night. From the bank of the 
river, I had a fine view of this splendid conflagration. The 
ships were enwrapped in a torrent of fire, which spreading with 
vivid brightness among the combustible rigging, and running 
with amazing rapidity to the tops of the several masts, 
while all around was thunder and lightning from our numerous 
cannon and mortars, and m the darkness of night, presented one 
of the most sublime and magnificent spectacles which can be 
imagined. Some of our shells, overreaching the town, are seen 
to fall into the river, and bursting, throw up columns of water 
like the spouting of the monsters of the deep. We have now 
made further approaches to the tovni, by throwing up a second 
parallel line, and batteries within about three hundred yards ; 
this was effected in the night, and at daylight the enemy were 
roused to the greatest exertions, the engines of war have raged 
with redoubled fury and destruction on both sides, no cessation 
day or night. The French had two officers wounded, and fifteen 
men killed or wounded, and among the Americans, two or three 
were wounded. I assisted in amputatmg a man's thigh. The siege 
is daily becoming more and more formidable and alarming, and 
his Lordship must view his situation as extremely critical, if 
not desperate. Being in the trenches every other night and day, 
I have a fine opportunity of witnessing the sublime and stupen- 
dous scene which is continually exhibiting. The bomb shells 
from the besiegers and the besieged are incessantly crossing each 
others' path in the air. They are clearly visible in the form of 
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a black bait m the day, but in the night, they appear like 
fiery meteors with blazing tails, most beautifully brilliant, as- 
cending majestically from the mortar to a certain altitude, and 
gradually descending to the spot where they are destined to ex- 
ecute their work of destruction, ft is astonishing with what 
accuracy an experienced gunner will make {lis calculations, 
that a shell shall fall within a few feet of a given point, and 
Burst at the precise time, though at a great distance. When 
a shell falls, it whirls round, burrows, and excavates the 
^arth to a considerable extent, and bursting, makes dreadful 
havoc around. I have more than once witnessed fragments' 
of the mangled bodies and limbs of the British soldiers' 
thrown into the air by tlie bursting of our shells, and by one 
from the enemy, Captain White, of the seventh Massachu- 
setts regiment, and one soldier were killed, and another 
wounded near where I was standing. About twelve or four- 
teen men have been killed or wounded within twetity-four 
hours ; I attended at the hospital, amputated a man's arm, 
and assisted in dressing a number of wounds. The enemy 
having two redoubts, about three hundred yards in front of 
(heir principal works, which enfiladed our entr'enchment 
and impeded our approaches, it was resolved to take posses- 
sion of them both oy assault. The one on the left of the 
British garrison, bordering on the banks of the riVer, was 
assigned to our brigade of light infantry, under the command' 
of the Marquis de la Payette. The advanced corps was led 
on by the intrepid Colonel Hamilton, who' had commanded a 
regiment of light infantry during the campaign, and assisted 
by Colonel Gimat.^ The assault commenced at eight o'clock 
in the evening, and the assailants bravely entered the fort 
with the point of the bayonet without firing a single gun. 
We suffered the loss of eight men killed, and about thirty 
wounded, among whom Colonel Gimat received a slight 
wound in his foot, and Major Gibbs, of his Excellency's 

giard, and two other oflScers, were slightly wounded. Major 
ampbell, who commanded in the fort, was wounded and 
taken prisoner, with about thirty soldiers, the remainder 
made their escape. I was desired to visit the wounded in 
the fort, even before the balls had ceased whistling about 
ray ears, and saw a sergeant and eight men dead in the 
ditch. A captain of oar infantry, belonging to New Hamp- 
shire, threatened to take the life of Major Campbell, to 
avenge the death of his favorite. Colonel Scammel, but Col- 
onel Hamilton interposed, and not a man was killed after he 

35 
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ceased to resist. During the assault, the British kept up 
an incessant firing of cannon and musketry from their whole 
line. His Excellency General Washington, Generals Lin- 
coln and Knox, with their aids, having dismounted, were 
standing in an exposed situation waiting the result. Colonel 
Cobb, one of General Washington's aids, solicitous for his 
safety, said to his Excellency, ^^ Sir, you are too much ex- 
posed here, had you not better step a little back ?" ^^ Colo* 
nel Cobb," replied his Excellency, ^^ if you are afraid, you 
have liberty to step back." The other redoubt on the right 
of the British lines was assaulted at the same time by a 
detachment of the French, commanded by the gallant Baroa 
de Yiominel. Such was the ardor displayed by the assail- 
ants, that all resistance was so(hi overcome, though at the 
expense of nearly one hundred men killed and wounded.^ 
Of the defenders of the redoubt, eighteen were killed, and 
one captain and two subaltern officers and forty-two rank and 
file captured. Our second parallel line was immediately 
connected with the two redoubts now taken from the enemy, 
and some new batteries were thrown up in front of our sec- 
ond parallel line, with a covert way, and angling work ap- 
proaching to less than three hundred yards of their principal 
forts. These will soon be mantled with cannon and mortars, 
and when their horrid thundering commences, it must con- 
vmce his Lordship, that his post is not invincible, and that sub- 
mission must soon be his only alternative. Our artillery men, 
by the exactness of their aim, make every discharge take 
efifect, so that many of the enemy's guns are entirely silenc- 
ed and their works are almost in ruins. 

16(&. — ^A party of the enemy, consisting of about four 
hundred men, commanded by Colonel Abercrombie, about 
four in the morning, made a vigorous sortie aeainst two un- 
finished redoubts occupied by the French, they spiked up 



* The canse of the ereat loss sustained by the French troops in comparison with 
that of the Americans, in storming their respective redoubts, was that the American 
troops when they came to the abattis, removed a part of it with their hands, and 
leaped over the remainder. The French troops on coming up to theirs, waited till 
their pioneers had cut away the abattis secundum artem, which exposed them long- 
er to the galling fire of the enemy. To this cause also is to be ascribed the circum« 
stance, that the redoubt assailed by the Americans, was carried before that attack- 
ed by the French troops. The Marquis de la Fayette, sent his aid. Major Bar- 
bour, through the tremendous fire of the whole line of the British, to inform the 
Baron Viommel, that " he was in his redoubt, and to asi( the Baron where he was." 
The major found the Baron waiting the clearing away the abattis, but sent this an- 
swer, ** tell the Marquis I am not in mine, but will be in five minutes." He in- 
stantly advanced, and was within or nearly so, within his time. 
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seven or eight pieces of cannon, and killed several soldiers, 
but the French advanced and drove them from the redoubts, 
leaving several killed and wounded. Our New England 
troops have now become very sickly, the prevalent dis- 
eases are intermittent and remittent fevers, which are very 
prevalent in this climate during the autunmal months. 

llth, — The whole of our works are now mounted with 
cannon and mortars, not less than one 'hundred pieces of 
heavy ordnance have been m continual operation during the 
last twenty-four hours. The whole peninsula trembles un* 
der the incessant thunderings of our infernal machines , we 
have levelled some of their works in ruins and silenced their 
guns ; they have almost ceased firing. We are so near as 
to have a distinct view of the dreadful havoc and destruc- 
tion of their works, and even see the men in their lines torn 
to pieces by the bursting of our shells. But the scene is 
drawing to a close. Lord Cornwallis, at length realizing the 
extreme hazard of his deplorable situation, and finding it in 
vain any longer to resist, has this forenoon come to the hu- 
miliating expedient of sending out a flag, requesting a ces- 
sation of hostilities for twenty-four hours, that commission- 
ers may be appointed to prepare and adjust the terms of 
capitulation. Two or three flags passed in the course of 
the day, and General Washington consented to a cessation of 
hostilities for two hours only, that his Lordship may suggest 
his proposi^ls as a basis for a treaty, which being in part 
accepted, a suspension of hostilities will be continued till 
tomorrow. 

ISth. — It is now ascertained that Lord Cornwallis, to 
avoid the necessity of a surrender, had determined on the 
bold attempt to make his escape in the night of the 16th, 
with a part of his army into the country. His plan was to 
leave sick and baggage behind, and to cross with his efiec- 
tive force over to Gloucester point, there to destroy the 
French legion and other troops, and to mount his infantry on 
their horses and such others as might be procured, and 
thus push their way to New York by land. A more pre- 
posterous and desperate attempt can scarcely be imagined. 
Boats were secretly prepared, arrangements made, and a 
large proportion of his troops actually embarked and landed 
on Gloucester point, when from a moderate and calm even- 
ing, a most violent storm of wind and rain ensued. The 
boats with the remaining troops were all driven down the 
river, and it was not till the next day that his troops could 
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be returned to the garrison at York. At an early hour this 
. forenoon General Washington communicated to jLord Corn- 
>vallis, the general basics of the terms .of capitulation, whicb 
he deemed admissible, and alIo\v.ed two hours for his reply. 
Commissioners were soon after appointed^to prepare the 

E articular terms of agreement. The gentlemen appointed 
y General Washington, are Colonel Laurens, one of his 
jaid de camps, and Viscount de Noailles of the French army. 
They have this day held an interview with the two British 
officers on the part of Lord Cornwallis, the terms of capi- 
tulation are settled, and being confirmed by the commanders 
of both armies, the royal troops are to march out tomorrovY 
and surrender their arms. It is a circumstance deserving 
of remark, that Colonel Laurens who is stipulating for the 
surrender of a British nobleman, at the head of a royal ar- 
my, is the son of Mr. Henry Laurens, our ambassador to 
Holland, who being captured on his voyage, is now in close 
confinement in the tower of London.* 

Idth, — 'JThis is to us a most glorious day, but to the Eng- 
lish, one of bitter chagrin and disappointment. Prepara- 
tions are now making to receives as captives, that vindic- 
tive, haughty commander, and that victorious army) who by 
their robberies and murders have so long been a scourge to 
our brethren of the southern states. Being on horseback, 
I anticipate a full share of satisfaction in viewing the various 
movements in the interesting scene. The stipulated terms 
of capitulation are similar to those granted to Getieral Lin* 
coin at Charleston the last year. The captive troops are 
to march out with shouldered arms, colors cased, and drums 
beating a British or German march, and to ground their 
arms at a place assigned for the purpose. The officers are 
allowed their side arms and private property, and the 
generals and such officers as desire it, are to go on parole 
to England or New York, ^be marines and seamen of the 

* Connected with this tr^Q^BCtion there is a concurrence of circumstances so 
peculiarly remarkable, that I cannot omit to notice them in this place. Mr. Henry 
liaurena, who was deputed by Congress as our ambassador to Holland, was cap- 
tured and carried into England, and closely and isost rigorously confined in the 
tow^r of London. Lord Cornwallis sustains the office of constable to the tower, of 
course Mr. Laurens is his prisoner. The son. Colonel John Laurens, stipulates 
tiie conditions of the surrender of the constable, who becomes our prisoner > while 
Mr. Laurens, the father, remains confined in the lower as a prisoner to the captured 
constable. Congress had proposed that Mr. Laurens should be received in ez- 
4^nge for General Burgoyne, but the proposal was rejected by the British Go- 
vernment. Afler Cornwallis w^ captur^d^ ho^eyer^ be was ripadily repeiTe<l in 
exchange for Mr. Laurens. 
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king's ships are prisoners of war to the navy of France, wi 
the land forces to the United States. All military and ar- 
tillery stores to be delivered up unimpaired. The royal 
prisoners to be sent into the interior of Virginia, Maryland 
and Pennsylvania, in regiments, to have rations allowed them 
equal to the American soldiers, and to have their officers 
near them. Lord Cornwallis to man and despatch the Bo- 
netta sloop of war with despatches to Sir Henry Clinton at 
New Yook without being searched, the vessel to be returned 
and the hands accounted for. At about twelve o'clock, the 
combined army was arrai^ed and drawn up in two lines ex- 
tending more than a mile in length. The Americans, 
were drawn up in a line on the right side of the road, and 
the French occupied the left. At the head of the former 
the great American commander, mounted on his noble 
courser, took his station, attended by his aids. At the head 
of the latter was posted the excellent Count Rochambeau 
and his suite. The French troops, in complete uniform, 
displayed a martial and noble appearance, their band of 
music, of which the timbrel formed a part, is a delightful 
novelty, and produced while marcbins to the ground, a most 
enchanting effect. The Americans though not all in uniform ' 
nor their dress so neat, yet exhibited an erect soldierly air, 
and every countenance beamed with satisfaction «fl#^oy. 
The concourse of spectators from the country was prodi- 
gious, in point of numbers probably equal to the military, 
but universal silence and order prevailed. It was about 
two o'clock when the captive army advanced through the 
line formed for their reception. Every eye was prepared 
to gaze on Lord Cornwallis, the object of peculiar interest 
and solicitude ; but be disappointed our anxious expecta- 
tions ; pretending indisposition, be made General O'Harra 
his substitute as the leader of his army. This officer was 
followed by the conquered troops in a slow and solemn step, 
with shouldered arms, colors cased and drums beating a Bri- 
tish march. Having arrived at the head of the line. Gene- 
ral O'Harra, elegantly mounted, advanced to his Excel- 
lency the Commander in Chief, taking off his hat, and apolo- 
gized for the non-appearance of Earl Cornwallis. Witn his 
usual dignity and politeness his Excellency pointed to Major 
General Lincoln tcur directions, by whom the British army 
was conducted into a spacious field, where it was intended 
they should ground their arms. The royal troops, while 
marching through the line formed by the allied army, exhi* 
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bited a decent and neat appearance, as respects arms and 
clothing, for their commander opened his store and directed 
every soldier to be furnished with a new suit complete, 
prior to the capitulation. But in their line of march we 
remarked a disorderly and unsoldierly conduct, their step 
was irregular, and their ranks frequently broken. But it 
was in the field when they came to the last act of the drama, 
that the spirit and pride of the British soldier was put to the 
severest test, here their mortification could not be con- 
cealed. Some of the platoon officers appeared to be ex- 
ceedingly chagrined when giving the word ^^ ground arms,^^ 
and I am a witness that they performed this duty in a very 
nnofficerlike manner, and that many of the soldiers mani- 
fested a sullen temper^ throwing their arms on the pile with 
violence, as if determined to render them useless. This 
irregularity, however, was checked by the authority of Ge- 
neral Lincoln. After having grounded their arms and di- 
vested themselves of their accoutrements, the captive 
troops were conducted back to Yorktown and guarded by 
our troops till they could be removed to the place of their 
destination. The British troops that were stationed at 
Gloucester surrendered at the same time, and in the same 
manner to the command of the French general de Choise. 
This must be a very interesting and gratifying transaction 
to General Lincoln, who having himself been obliged to sur- 
render an army to a haughty foe the last year, has now 
assigned him the pleasing duty of giving laws to a conquered 
army in return, and of reflecting that the terms which were 
imposed on him are adopted as a basis of the surrender in 
the present instance. It is a very gratifying circumstance 
that every degree ofharmony, confidence and friendly inter- 
course subsisted between the American and French troops 
during the campaign, no contest except an emulous spirit 
to excel in exploits and enterprize against the common ene- 
my, and a desire to be celebrated in the annals of history 
for an ardent love of great and heroic actions. We are not 
to be surprized that the pride of the British officers is hum- 
bled on this occasion, as they have always entertained an 
exalted opinion of their own military prowess, and afiected 
to view the Americans as a contemptible, undisciplined rab- 
ble. But there is no display of magnanimity when a great 
commander shrinks from the inevitable misfortunes of war, 
and when it is considered that Lord Cornwallis has fre- 
quently appeared in splendid triumph at the bead of his 
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army, by which he is almost adoredy we conceive it incum- 
beot on him cheerfully to participate in their misfortunes 
and degradations, however humiliating ; but it is said he 
gives himself up entirely to vexation and despair. 

20th, — 'In the general orders of this day our Commander 
in Chief expresses his entire approbation, and his warmest 
thanks to the French and American officers and soldiers of 
all descriptions, for the brave and honorable part which they 
have acted during the siege. He congratulates the com- 
bined army on the momentous event which closes the cam- 
paign, and which crowns their heads with unfading laurels, 
and entitles them to the applause and gratitude of their 
country. Among the general officers whom his Excellency 
particularly noticed, for the important services which they 
rendered during the siege, are Generals Lincoln, de la 
Fayette, Steuben, Knox, and Du Portail, his Excellency 
Count Rochambeau, and several other distinguished French 
officers. To Governor Nelson, of Virginia, he returned his 
grateful and sincere acknowledgments for the essential sue* 
cors afforded by him and the militia under his command. 
The Commander in Chief, wishing that every heart should 
participate in the joy of this memorable day, ordered that 
all those who are under arrest or confinement should be im- 
mediately pardoned and set at liberty, a circumstance which 
I believe has never before occurred in our army. He 
closed by ordering that divine service shall be performed ia 
the several brigades tomorrow, and recommends that tbd 
troops attend with a serious deportment, and with that sen- 
sibility of heart which the recollection of the surprizing and 
particular interposition of Providence in our favor claims. 

22d. — Yesterday, being Sunday, our brigade of infantry, 
and the York brigade were drawn up in the field to attend 
divine service performed by Mr. Evans. After offering to 
the Lord of Hosts, the God of battles, our grateful homage 
for the preservation of our lives through the dangers of the 
siege, and for the important event with which Divine Provi- 
dence has seen fit to crown our efforts, he preached an ex- 
cellefit and appropriate sermon. Generals Lincoln and Clin- 
ton were present. In the design and execution of this suc- 
cessful expedition, our Commander in Chief fairly out gene- 
raled Sir Henry Clinton, and the whole movement was mark- 
ed by consummate military address, which reduced the royal 
general to a mortifying dilemma that no skill or enterprize 
could retrieve. A siege of thirteen days, prosecuted with 
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nnexampted raptcKty, has terminated in the capture of one of 
the greatest generab of which the English can boast, and a 
veteran and victorious army which has for several months 
past spread terror and desolation throughout the southern 
states. The joy on this momentous occasion is universally 
Effused, and the hope entertained that it will arrest the 
career of a cruel warfare, and advance the establishment of 
American Independence. In the progress of the royal army 
through the state of Virginia the preceding summer, they 
practised the most abominable enormities, plundering negroes 
and horses from almost every plantation, and reducing the 
country to ruin. Among the prodigious assemblage of spec- 
tators at the time of surrender, were a number of planters 
searching for the property which had beeo thus purloined 
from their estates. The famous Colonel Tarleton, mounted 
On a horse remarkable for elegance and noble appearance, 
while riding in company with several French officers with 
whom he was to dine, was met by a gentleman, who instantly 
recognized the animal as his own property. Tarleton was 
stopped, and the horse peremptorily demanded ; observing a 
little hesitation, the British General O'Harra, who was pre- 
sent, said, *' you had better give him his horse, Tarleton," 
on which the colonel dismounted and delivered the horse to 
the original proprietor ; after which, being remounted on a 
very miserable animal, he rejoined his company, and the 
French officers were greatly surprized that he should be so 
humbly mounted. The British prisoners were all sent off 
yesterday, conducted by a party of militia on their way to 
the interior of Virginia and Maryland. I have this dajr visit- 
ed the town of York, to witness the destructive effects of 
the siege. It contains about sixty houses, some of them are 
elegant, many of them are greatly damaged and some totally 
ruined, being shot through in a thousand places and honey 
combed ready to crumble to pieces. Rich furniture and 
books were scattered over the ground, and the carcases of 
men and horses half covered with earth, exhibited a scene of 
ruin and horror beyond description. The earth in many places 
is thrown up into mounds by the force of our shells, and it is 
difficult to point to a spot where a man could have resorted 
for safety. 

The loss on the part of the French during the siege, was 
fifty killed and one hundred and twenty-seven- wounded. 
Americans twenty-seven killed and seventy-three wounded, 
officers included. Cornwallis' account of his loss during the 
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siege is one hundred and fifty-six, three hundred and twenty- 
six wounded, and seventy missing, probably deserted, total 
five hundred and fifty-two. The whole number surrendered 
by capitulation, seven thousand two hundred and forty-^seven.* 
The amount of artillery and military stores, provisions, &c. 
is very considerable, seventy-five brass and one hundred and 
sixty-nine iron cannon, seven thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-four muskets; regimental standards, German, eighteen, 
British, ten. From the military chest we received two thou- 
sand one hundred and thirteen pounds, six shillings sterling. 

Lord Comwallis is a'very distinguished warrior, he pos« 
sesses an exalted spirit, is brave and intrepid, and never was 
there a more zealous champion of his tyrannical master ; 
austere and rigorous in his temper, nothing could be more 
foreign from his heart than the sympathies of benevolence or 
generous compassion. Had all the rebek in the states but 
one neck, his Lordship would glory in nothing more than an 
opportunity o{ severing the jugular vein. But Comwallis has 
fallen ! and our country is not subjugated.f 

It is proper I should take a retrospect of some events 
which have marked the conduct of the war of extermination 
in the southern states. A singular kind of ferocious animosity 
has subsisted between the two contending parties, as may be 
seen by letters from General Greene on the subject. *' The 
animosity,'^ says this amiable man, '^between the whigs 
and tories of this state renders their situation truly deplor* 
able. Not a day passes but there are more or less who fall 
a sacrifice to this savage disposition. The whigs seems de-* 
termined to extirpate the tories, and the tories the whigs. 
Some thousands have fallen in this way in this quarter, and 
the evil rages with more violence than ever. If a stop can- 
not be soon put to these massacres the country will be depop- 



* Another list which has been published, makes their total loss by death and 
capture to bo eleren thousand eight hundred, including two thousand sailors, one 
thousand eight hundred negroes, one thousand five hundred tories, eighty Tesaels 
Urge and small. 

fit is asserted in Gordon's History of the War, that wherever the army of Lord 
Comwallis marched, the dwelling houses were plundered of every thing that could 
be carried oST. Hundreds of eye witnesses can prove that his lordship's table wad 
served with plate thus pillaged from private families. By an estimate made at the 
time, on the best information that could be collected, the state of Virginia lost during 
Comwallis' attempts to reduce it, thirty thousand slaves. And it has been com- 
{rated that one thousand four hundred widows were made by the ravaging hand a( 
yr/v in the single district of l(inety-Six. The whole devastations occasioned by 
the British army, during the six months previous to theit surrender at Yorktown^ 
are supposed to amount to about thrse millions sterling. 

36 
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ulated in a few months more, as neither whig nor tory can 
live." Speaking of a certain party on our side, he says, 
^' this party plunders without mercy, and murders the de- 
fenceless people just as private pique, prejudice or personal 
resentments dictate. Principles of humanity as well as 
policy, require that proper measures should be immediately 
taken to restrain these abuses, heal differences, and unite the 
people as much as possible. No violence should be offered 
to any of the inhabitants unless found in arms. The idea of 
exterminating thetories is no less barbarous than impolitic." 
Such is the mfernal spirit of revenge and bitterness which 
has caused mutual destruction and wretchedness among the 
people. But however atrocious may have been the conduct 
of some unauthorized partizans on the part of the Americans, 
the following instance of inhumanity, in the sacrifice of one of 
the victims of their malicous resentment, is sufficient to stig- 
matize the British character with eternal infamy. Lord 
Rawdon and Lieutenant Colonel Balfour, have perpetrated 
an act which in all its distressing circumstances surpasses in 
enormity and wickedness, all others which have come to our 
knowledge, and which has roused the indignant spirit of every 
true American to a pitch of desperation. ^^ Colonel Isaac 
Hayne, during the siege of Charleston, served his country as 
an officer of militia. After the capitulation no alternative 
was left but to abandon his family and property, or to sur- 
render to the conquerors. The smallpox was near his plant- 
ation, and he had a wife, six small children, and more than 
one hundred negroes, all liable to the disease. He conclud- 
ed that instead of waiting to be captured, it would be both 
more safe and more honorable to go within the British lines, 
and surrender himself a voluntary prisoner. He therefore 
repaired to Charleston, and offered to bind himself by the 
honor of an American officer, to do nothing prejudicial to the 
British interest till he should be exchanged. Reports made 
of his superior abilities and influence^, uniformly exerted in 
the American cause, operated with the conquerors to refuse 
him a parole, though they were daily accustomed to grant 
this indulgence to other mhabitants. He was told, that he 
must either become a British subject, or submit to close con- 
finement. To be arrested and detained in the capital, was 
not to himself an intolerable evil, but to abandon his family 
both to the ravages of the smallpox, then raging in their 
neighborhood, and to the insults and depredations of the 
royalists, was too much for the tender husoand and fond pa- 
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rent. To acknowledge himself the subject of a government 
which he had from principle renounced, was repugnant to his 
feelings ; but, without this, he was cut off from jevery pros- 
pect of a return to his family. In this embarrassing situation, 
he waited on Dr. Ramsay, with a declaration to the follow- 
ing effect. " If the British would grant me the indulgence 
which we in the day of our po^^er gave to their adherents, of 
removing my family and property, I would seek an asylum in 
the remotest corner of the United States, rather than submit 
to their government ; but, as they allow no other alternative 
than submission or confinement in the capital, at a distance 
from my wife and family, at a time when they are in the most 
pressing need of my presence and support, I must for the 
present yield to the demands of the conquerors. I request 
you to bear in mind, that previous to my taking this step, I 
declare that it is contrary to my inclination, and forced on 
me by hard necessity. I never will bear arms against my 
country. My new masters can require no service of me, 
but what is enjoined by the old militia law of the province, 
which substitutes a fine in lieu of personal service. This I 
will pay as the price of my protection. If my conduct should 
be censured by my countrymen, I beg that you would re- 
member this conversation, and bear witness for me, that I 
do not mean to desert the cause of America." 

In this state of perplexity. Colonel Hayne subscribed a 
declaration of his allegiance to the king of Great Britain ; 
but not without expressly objecting to the clause which re- 
quired him with his arms to support the royal government. 
The commandant of the garrison, IBrigadier General Pat- 
terson and James Simpson, Esquire, intendant of the 
British police, assured him that this would never be requir- 
ed ; and added further, that when the regular forces could 
not defend the country without the aid of its inhabitants, it 
would be high time for the royal army to quit it.* Having 
submitted to the royal government, he was permitted to re- 
turn to his family. Notwithstanding what had passed at the 
time of his submission, he was repeatedly called on to take 
arms against his countrymen, and finally threatened with 
close confinement in case of a further refusal. This he con- 
sidered as a breach of contract, and it being no longer in the 
power of the British to give him that protection which was 
to be the compensation of his allegiance, he viewed himself 
as released from all engagements to their commanders. 
The inhabitants of bis neighborhood, who had alsi revolted, 
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petitioned General Pickens to appoint him to the command 
of their regiment, which was done, and the appointment ac- 
cepted. Hayne fell into their hands. He was carried to 
the capital, and confined in the provost prison, for haying 
resumed his arms after accepting British protection. At 
first he was promised a trial, and had counsel prepared to 
justify his conduct by the laws of nations and usages of war, 
but this was finally refused, and he was ordered for execu- 
tion by Lord Rawdon and Lieutenant Colonel Balfour. The 
royal Lieutenant Governor Bull, and a great number of in- 
habitants, both royalists and Americans, interceded for his 
life. The ladies of Charleston generally signed a petition 
in his behalf, in which was introduced every delicate senti- 
ment that was likely to operate on the gallantry of offi- 
cers or the humanity of men. His children accompanied by 
some near relations, (the mother had died of the smallpox,) 
were presented on their bended knees as humble suitors for 
their father's life. Such powerful intercessions were made 
in his favor, as touched many an unfeeling heart and drew 
tears from many a hard eye ; but Lord Rawdon and Balfour 
continued firm in their determination. 

The Colonel was repeatedly visited by his friends, and 
conversed on various subjects with a becoming fortitude. 
He particularly lamented that, on principles of retaliation, 
his execution would probably be an introduction to the shed- 
ding of much innocent blood. He requested those in whom 
the supreme power was vested, to accommodate the mode 
of his death to his feelings as an officer ; but this was re- 
fused. On the last evening of his life he told a friend that 
he was no more alarmed at the thoughts of death, than at 
any other occurrence which was necessary and unavoidable. 

On receiving his summons, on the morning of August the 
4th, to proceed to the place of execution, he delivered to 
his eldest son, a youth of about thirteen years of age, sev- 
eral papers relative to his case, and said — " Present these 
papers to Mrs. Edwards, with my request that she should 
forward them to her brother in Congress. You will next 
repair to the place of execution, receive my body, and see it 
decently interred among my forefathers." They took a 
final leave. The colonel's arms were pinioned, and a guard 
placed round his person. The procession began from the 
Exchange in the forenoon. The streets were crowded with 
thousands of anxious spectators. He walked to the place of 
o.\ecution with such decent firmness, composure and dignity, 
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as to awaken the compassion of many, and coramand respect 
from all. When the city barrier was past and the iuslru- 
ment of his catastrophe appeared in full view, a faithful 
friend by his side observed to him, that he hoped he would 
exhibit an example of the manner in which an American can 
die. He answered with the utmost tranquillity — '^I will 
endeavor to do so." He ascended the cart with a firm step 
and serene aspect. He inquired of the executioner, who 
was making an attempt to get up to pull the cap over his 
eyes, what he wanted. On being informed, the colonel re* 
plied — " I will save you the trouble,"- and pulled the cap 
over himself. He was afterwards asked, whether he wish« 
ed to say any thing, to which he answered — '' I will only 
take leave of my friends, and be ready." He then affec- 
tionately shook hands with three gentlemen, recommending 
his children to their care, and gave the signal for the cart to 
move. 

Thus fell Colonel Isaac Hayne in the bloom of life, fur- 
nishing that example in death, which extorted a confession 
from his enemies, that though he did not die in a good cause, 
he must at least have acted from a persuasion of its being 
so.* 



* The tra^cal story of Colonel Hayne, is not complete without adding from a 
recent publication by Alexander Garden, Esq. the following particnlare. << Irregu- 
larities in the mode of conducting the war, in the highest degree disgraceful to the 
American cause, had frequently occurred. No man lamented them with greater 
sincerity than Colonel Hayne, for none more anxiously wished the American char- 
acter to be free from reproach. So<Mi, then, as solicited by his neighbors, and the 
inhabitants generally of the district, to resume a hostile position, to become their 
leader, and direct their operations against the enemy, he made an honorable and 
open declaration : <* that he coold onlv be induced to comply with their wiidies, by 
obtaining a solemn promise frmn all who were to serf« under him, that an immedi- 
ate stop should be put to every unnecessary severity ; a desideratum the more to be 
insisted on, as he was resolved that exemplary punishment should be inflicted on 
every individual who should indulge in pillage, or in committing any act of inho^ 
manity against the foe." A copy of the addrMS made to his soldiers on this occa- 
sion was found on him at the period of his captivity; but though it forcibly express* 
ed his abhorrence of crime, and was replete with sentiments that did honw to his 
humanity, it availed not to soften the risor of persecution, nor in the slightest de- 
gree to mitigate the severity of the punishment denounced against him. When the 
paper which contained this honorable testimony of generous feeling was presented 
to Major McKenzie, who sat as president of the tribunal before which Colonel 
Hayne was arrai^ed, he, with great expression of sensibility, requested the prison- 
er " to retain it till he should be brought before the court martial that was to deter- 
mine his fate," assuring him '* that Uie present court were only directed to inquire, 
whether or net he acknowledged hisMolf to be the individual who had taken protec- 
tion." It is mineoessary to add, that this trial was never granted. Lord Rawdon 
reached the city from the interior country, and at his command, an order for immedi- 
ate execution was issued. Little did the sympathy Uiat melted every heart to ten- 
derness — little did the pathetic address of the lovely daughters of the soil, calculated 
U) move even the bosom of obduracy, avaiU Heedless of the prayers and solicitao 
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The execution of the worthy Colonel Hajme, is universallj 
reprobated as an act of barbaritj, justified neither by civil nor 
military law, and as an unexampled outrage on the principles of 
morality and christian benevolence ; but in the view of the 
British commanders, the applicati(m of their hackneyed term, 
rebels sanctions a departure from all laws both human and 
divine. In August, 1780, Lord Comwallis in addressing one of 
his officers, says, I have given orders, that all the inhabitants 
of this province who had submitted, and who have taken part 
in its revolt, shall be punished with the greatest rigor — that 
they shall be imprisoned, and their whole property taken 
from them or destroyed. I have ordered, in the most positive 
manner, that every militia man, who had borne arms with us, 
and afterwards jouied the enemy, shall be immediately hanged, 
and have now, Sir, only to desire that you will take the most 
vigorous measures to extinguish the rebellion, and that you will 
obey in the strictest manner, the directions given in this letter.'' 
It is on the authority of the order just quoted, that Lord Raw- 
don and Colonel Balfour justify their cruel execution of Colonel 
Hayne, and it will be difficult to calculate the number of mis- 



tioiu of his afflicted frieDds and relati?et, deaf to the cries of his children, who even 
with bended knees interceded ibr mercy, insensible to the dictates of humanity, his 
resolution was filed A adamant, and a hero was sacrificed." 

I add the following, taken from the life of ^neral Marion. His son a youth of 
thirteen was permitted to stay with his father in prison ; who, beliolding his only pa- 
rent loaded with irons and condemned to die, was overwhelmed in grief and sorrow. 
** Why," said he, " ray son, will you thus break your father's heart with unaTailing 
sorrow 1 Have I n(^ oflen told you that we came into this world but t« prepare for 
a better 1 for that better life, my dear boy, your father iaprqtai'ed. Instead, then, of 
weeping, rejoice with me, my son, that my troubles are so near an end. Tomorrow 
I set out for immortality, you will accompany me to the place of my execution ; and 
when I am dead, take my body and bury it bv the side of your mother." The 
youth here fell on his fether's neck, crying : " Oh my father ! my father f I will die 
with you! I will die with youl" Colonel Havne would have returned the strong 
embrace of his son ; but alas ! his hands were loaded with irons. " Live," said he, 
•* my son, live to honor God by a good life, bve to serve your country ; and live to 
take care of your brother and litUe sisters !" The next niomin||f Colonel Havne 
was conducted to the place of execution. His son accompanied him. Soon as they 
came in sight of the gallows, the father strengthened himself, and said, '* now my 
#on, show yourtetf a man ! That tret is ikt btmndary qf my ttft arii of all my 
Itfe^B torrowt. Beyond thai the wicked eeaee from troubling , and the weary 
are at reet. Don't lay too mutch at hearty our eeparaiion, it will be ehort. ' Twom 
hut lately your dear mother died. 7\>day I die. And you, miy eon, though 
but young, muet ehortly follow us." '* Tes, my fether," replied the broken hearted 
youth, " 1 shall shortly folbw you, for indeed I feel that I cannot live long." And 
■o it happened unto him. For on seeing his father in the hands of the executioner, 
and then struggling in the halter, he stood like one transfixed and moAionless with 
horror. Till then ne had wept incessantly ; but soon as he saw that si^t, the foun- 
tain of hii tears was staunched, and he never wept more. He died ineane ; and in 
his last moments oilen called on the name of hb father in terms that brought tears 
irom Uie haxdest hearts. 
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erable wretches who have fallen sacrifices to the same relent- 
less spirit ; nor are the mandates of Lord Rawdon less sangui- 
nary, as will appear by the following specimen. 

Extract of a letter to Cohnel Rugely^ commanding the BrUish 

militia^ near Camden. 

^' If attachment to their sovereign will not move the country 
people to check a crime so disastrous to the service, desertion, 
it must be my care to urge them to their duty, as good subjects, 
by using invariable severity against every one who shall show 
80 criminal a neglect of the public mterest. If any person 
meet a soldier, straggling without a written pass beyond the 
picquets, and shall not do his utmost to secure him, or shall not 

Sread an alarm for this purpose, or if any person shall give 
elter to soldiers straggling as above mentioned, or shall serve 
them as a guide, or shall furnish them with passes, or any other 
assistance, the persons so offending may assure themselves of 
rigorous punishment, as by wkippingy imprisonment^ or by be- 
ii^ sent to serve in the Weet Indies^ according as / shall think 
the degree of crioiinality may require ; for I have ordered that 
-every soldier who passes the picquet, shall submit himself to be 
examined, bv any militia man who has a suspicion of him. If 
a soldier, tnerefore, attempts to escape, when ordered by a 
militia man to stop, he is immediately to be fired on as a de- 
serter. I will give ten guineas /or the head of any deserter be- 
longing to the volunteers of Ireland j and fve guineas only if he 
be brought alive." 

But the strong measures which they pursued to crush the 
rebellion has produced a contrary effect, and lighted a flame 
which rages with tenfold violence, and which will eventually 
afford an essential aid in the establishment of our Independence.* 



* The hig|^ merit of muy of the whic ladies of Charletton will prondlj eompare 
with the mott distinguiehed heroines of bparta and Rome. The noble example and 
patriotic enthuflasm which they exhibited, gained for them extensive influence, and 
they were a scourge to their vile oppressors, even when their cup of affliction was 
full to an overflow. Many of the most respectable whif inhabitants weresMt into 
exile at St. Augustine, husbands and wives, parents and children were cruelly sep- 
arated for many months, and future interviews dq>ended altogether on uncertain 
contingencies, and the capricious rule of their oppressors. The ladies resolutely 
refused all social intercourse with the British officers, but when American officers 
were brought there as prisoners, they received from the ladies the most pointed 
civilities and attention. While under the control of the British, the hulies attired 
themselves in deep mourning, and when General Greene was successfld in his ex- 
ploits, they were seen with badges and ribbons of green. Even at a time when 
our affairs in the CaroUnas wore the most desperate aspect, and poverty and ruin 
i^peared to be the inevitable fate of every adherent to the cause of American Indc^ 
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For some months preyious to the capture of Comwallis, 
and while his army was traversing the states of the Caro- 
linas and Virginia, he was opposed bj the Marquis de la 
Fayette with an inferior force. His Lordship having re- 
ceived a reenforcement, was so confident of success against 
his opponent, that he unguardedly wrote in a letter, which 
was afterwards intercepted, ^' the boy cannot escape me ;" 
but he was disappointed m his sanguine expectations. Corn- 
wallifl at one time formed a plan to surprize the Marquis 
while on the same side of James river with himself, but the 
attempt was prevented by the following incident. The 
Marquis, unapprized of the particular situation of his oppo- 
nent, contrived to send into his camp, a spy to obtain intel- 
ligence. A soldier beloi^ing to New Jersey, by the name 
of Charles Morgan, generally called Charley, agreed to 
undertake this hazardous service ; but insisted that, in case 
he should be discovered and hanged, the Marquis, to secure 
bis reputation, should have it inserted in the New Jersey 
paper, that he was employed in the service of his com- 
mander. Having reached the royal camp, he was » soon in- 
troduced into his Lordship's presence, who inquired the rea- 
son of his deserting. Charley replied, '^ that he had been 
in the continental service from the beginning, and while un- 
der Washington he was well satisfied ; but being now com- 
manded by a Frenchman, he was displeased with it and had 
quitted the service." His Lordship commended and re- 
warded him for his conduct, and Charley soon commenced 
the double duty of soldier under the English commander, 
and a spy in the employment of the Marquis, without suspi- 
cion. Lord Comwallis, while in conversation with several 
of his officers, inquired of Charley, how long a time it would 
take for the Marquis to cross James river ? pausing a mo- 
ment, he replied, " three hours, my Lord." His Lordship 
exclaimed, ^' three hours ! it will take three days." '< No, 
my Lord," said Charley, <^ the Marquis has such a number 
of boats, and each boat will carry so many men ; if you will 
please to calculate, you will find he can pass in three 
hours." His Lordship, turning to the officers, said, ^^ the 
scheme will not do." After having obtained the informa- 
tion required, Morgan began to prepare for a return to the 
Marquis, and he prevailed with several British soldiers to 

p«ndence, the ladies still manifested their exemplary patriotism, still clinging to their 
integrity, and displaying their independent spirit. 
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desert with bim. When challenged by the sentinels he art** 
fully tampered with them by giving them rum, and while 
driiddng he seized their arms and then compelled them to 
go, and this brave fellow actually brought off seven de- 
serters to our camp. On his return to head quarters, the 
Marquis accosted him with ^^ well Charley, have you got 
back ?" ^' Yes, please your Excellency, and have brought 
seven men with me." Having communicated his informa- 
ticm, the Marquis offered to reward him, but he declined 
receiving money, and when it was proposed to promote him 
to a corporal or sergeant, ' he replied, ^' 1 have ability to 
discharge the duties of a common soldier, and my character 
stands fair, but should I be promoted, I may fail, and lose 
my reputation." He, however, requested that his desti- 
tute comrades who came with him, might be furnished with 
•boes and clothing, which was readily granted. 

A warm action took place early in September, between 
General Greene and the main body of the royal army, under 
Colonel Stuart, at Eutaw springs. Though inferior in force. 
General Greene sought the enemy and made a furious at- 
taek ; the battle became general and continued four hours, 
it was the hottest, and the most bloody, for the numbers 
engaged, that Greneral Greene ever witnessed ; many of 
the officers combated sword to sword, and the soldiers rush- 
ing together, with the point of the bayonet contended with 
increased rage and effort, for life, for blood and carnage. 
A party of the enemy possessed themselves of a three story 
brick house and a picketed garden, which gave them con- 
siderable advantage, and saved their army from a total 
rout. In a charge which decided the fate of the day in 
our favor. Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, of the Virginia 
line, who with undaunted firmness was leading on his bri- 
gade, received a mortal wound, and on being informed that 
the enemy were flying in all quarters, said, ^' I die con- 
tented." Lieutenant Colonel Washington had his horse 
killed under him, was wounded and taken prisoner. The 
American loss is not less than sixty commissioned officers 
killed and wounded, one hundred and thirty rank and file kill- 
ed, and three hundred and forty wounded or missing. The 
loss on the side of the British is supposed to be fully equal 
in point of numbers, excepting in officers, and five hundred 
men including seventy wounded which were left, were the 
next day made prisoners by our army. Victory is claimed 
by both commanders, but the consequences have proved 
37 
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most disastrous to the enemy, for the next day Colonel Sta* 
art destroyed a large quantity of stores, abandoned his posi- 
tion, and leavbg one thousand stand of arms and seventy 
wounded men, retired in haste towards Charleston. 

Slst. — Our troops are now, employed in embarking the 
artillery and stores on board of transports, and we are soon 
to proceed by water to the head of Elk river, on our way to 
the North river. Dined with General Ilazen, in company 
with a number of officers both American and French. Here 
we enjoyed a profusion of mutual congratulations on our late 
glorious success, and this was the chief topic of conversa- 
tion. Lord Comwallis and his officers since their , capitula- 
tion, have received all the civilities and hospitality which is 
in the power of their conquerors to bestow. General Wash- 
ington, Count Rochambeau, and other general officers have 
frequently invited them to entertainments, and they have 
expressed their grateful acknowledgments in return. They 
cannot avoid feeling the striking contrast between the treat- 
ment which they now experience, and that which they have 
bestowed on our prisoners who have unfortunately fallen 
into their hands. It is a dictate of humanity and benevo- 
lence after sheathing the sword, to relieve and meliorate 
the condition of the vanquished prisoner. 

On one occasion, while in the presence of General Wash- 
ington, Lord Cornwallis was standing with his head unco- 
vered, his Excellency said to him politely, '^ My Lord, you 
had better be covered from the cold ;" his Lordship, apply- 
ing his hand to his head, replied, ^' it matters not, Sir, what 
becomes of this head noii>." 

Mvember Sd. — While our soldiers were loading a quan- 
tity of bombs and shot on board of transports, a shell burst, 
by which one man was unfortunately killed and two dan- 
gerously wounded. It is nluch to be lamented that these 
brave men, whose lives have been preserved through the 
dangers of the siege, should meet their adverse fate in such 
a manner. Orders are now received for our regiment of 
infantry to embark onboard the Diligence, a French frigate 
of thirty-two guns, commanded by Captain Cleoughnaugh, 
bound up the Chesapeake, to the head of Elk river. Major 
Nathan Rice commands our regiment. 

December, — ^We sailed from York river on the 4th of No- 
vember, and in consequence of severe storms and contrary 
winds, our voyage was very unpleasant and protracted to 
sixteen days, which has often been performed in three. 
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Captain Cleoughnaugh and his officers were very polite and 
accommodating, we dined constantly at the table of the 
captain, and shared with him in his stores of wine, &c. It 
happened unfortunately that a few days after we left York, 
four of our soldiers were seized with the smallpox, and 
having on board obout eighty men who were liable to re- 
ceive the infection, they were with several officers put on 
the Virginia shore, to march round by land. We disem- 
barked at the head of Elk, on the 20th of November, where 
we met with our horses, and on the 24th, we commenced 
our march to the highlands, near West Point. Passed 
through Philadelphia, Trenton, Princeton, Bonbrook and 
Morristown, and on the 7th instant, crossed the Hudson at 
King's ferry. On account of the inclemency of the season 
we have suffered exceedingly from cold, wet and fatigue, 
during our long march. But we return in triumph to rejoin 
our respective regiments, nnd enjoy a constant interchange 
of congratulations with our friends, on the glorious and bril- 
liant success of our expedition, which closes the campaign. 
This event reflects the highest honor on our combined arms, 
it will adorn the pages of our history, and we fondly hope it 
jwill be attended with the most favorable consequences, in 
bringing this long protracted and distressing war to a happy 
termination. It will be to me a source of inexpressible 
satisfaction, that I have had an opportunity of participating 
in the siege and capture of a British army. It is among the 
blessed privileges and richest incidents of my life. I have 
for several days been afflicted with inflammatory rheuma- 
tism, attended with excruciating pains. Having no other 
covering than canvass tents, and the weather being ex- 
tremely cold, my sufferings have been almost insupporta* 
ble ; but I have much less reason to complain than to be 
grateful to a kind Providence, that I have enjoyed uninter- 
rupted health during my seven years of military service. 

Since my return, I am happy to learn that my friend Major 
Trescott, of our regiment, with a detachment of one hundred 
men, crossed the sound to Long Island on the 3d of October, 
and completely surprized the enemy's fort Slonge, making 
two captains, one lieutenant, and eighteen rank and file pri- 
soners ; of the enemy two were killed and two wounded ; of 
the Americans one only was wounded. Two double fortified 
four pounders were damaged,' one brass three pounder, with 
a number of small arms, ammunition, clothing, English goods, 
&c. were brought off. This enterprize was conducted with 
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much address and gallaDtiy, reflecting great boDor on the 
commander and bis little party. 

By report from the northern department, the British haviDg 
projected an attack on the frontiers of New York state, were 
advancing towards Albany through the settlements on the 
Mohawk river, and committing great depredations among 
the inhabitants. The party was commanded by Major Ross, 
and consisted of six hundred regular rangers and Indians. 
Having, on the 25th of October, advanced as far as Johnstown, 
they were met by Lieutenant Colonel Willet, at the head of 
a regiment of New York levies, and some militia, with about 
sixty Oneida Indians. This officer has frequently given evi- 
dence of his valor and gallantry, and (m this occasion he was 
no less fortunate in his enterprise. Having directed Major 
Rowly, with a body of militia ; by a circuitous movement, 
to get into the rear of the enemy, he made a vigorous attack 
in front, and they were soon totally defeated and driven into 
the wilderness. The next day a party of our people and 
Indians followed in pursuit till they were worn down by fa- 
tigue. It was impossible to ascertain the number of the 
enemy's slain, but their loss must have been very consider- 
able. Fifty-two prismiers were taken and brought in, and 
Major Ross, with the remainder of his party, escaped into 
the barren wilderness, where ibey must have suffered ex- 
tremely for want of provisions. The loss on the side of 
Colonel Willet, is one lieutenant and twelve rank and file 
killed, one captain, two lieutenants, and twenty rank and file 
wounded. Colmiel Willet's victory is rendered more im- 

{»ortant by the fall of the notorious Major Butler, who haa 
ong, as a partizan officer with the savages, been a scourge 
to the frontier inhabitants. He was wounded by one of our 
Indians, and on asking for quarters, yes, Cherry Fulky qwar* 
ter, said the Indian, and immediately despatched him. He 
alluded to Butler's having refused quarter to our peo{»le at 
Cherry Valley, in November 1778. 

When Congress received General Washington's letter, 
announcing the surrender of the British army, they resolved, 
that they would at two o'clock, go in procession to the Dutch 
Lutheran Church, and return thanks to Almighty God, for 
crowning the allied arms with success, by the surrender of the 
whole British army, under the command of Earl Cornwallis. 
They also issued a proclamation for religiously observing 
throughout the United States the 13th of December, as a 
day of thanksgiving and pvayer. They resolved that thanka 
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abould be giren to General Wasbiogton, Count Bochambeau^ 
Count de Grasse and the officers of the difTerent corps, and 
the men under their command, for their services in the re* 
duction of Lord Comwallis. Also, resolved, to erect in 
Yorktown a marble column adorned with emblems of the alli- 
ance between the United States and his Most Christian 
Majesty, and inscribed with a succinct narrative of the sur- 
render of the British army. Two stands of colors, tukcn 
from the royal troops under the capitulation, were prcbcnt^ 
ed to General Washington in the name of the United States 
in Congress assembled ; and two pieces of field ordnance so 
taken, were, by a resolve of Congress, to be presented by 
General Washington to Count Rochambeau, with a short 
memorandum engraved thereon, that ^^ Congress were in- 
duced to present them from considerations of the illustrious 
part which he bore in effecting the surrender." 

The Congrets of the UnUed StcUee^ the ueeembly and council 
gf the stale of Pennsyhania^ and a number ofpnneipfU getUU'^ 
men of various ordere^ having been ifmkd by the mtnister of 
France to be present of the praises offered to . Heaven in the 
CkithoUc Churchy on occasion of the hUe glorious success of tAe 
aUied armsj the Mbe BandoUy Mmoner to the Embassy of His 
Moat Christian Majesty, ascended the pulpiiy and addressed this 
august assembly in the folUnsing discourse ; after tshich a Tt 
Deum Viae sung. 

The occasion was in this hemisphere singular and affect- 
ing ; and the discourse itself is so elegant and animated in 
the French, so warm with those sentiments of piety and 
gratitude to our Divine Benefactor, in which good men of all 
countries accord, and so evidently dictated by the spirit of 
that new friendship %nd alliance from which such important 
advantages have been derived to the rights of America, as 
must give pleasure to every serious and candid friend to our 
glorious cause. 

^' Gentlemen,'-^ numerous peqple assembled to rMder 
thanks to the Almighty for his mercies, is one of the most 
affecting objects, and worthy the attention <^ the Supreme 
Being. While camps resound with triumphal acc]amati<»s, 
while nations rejoiee in victory and glory, the most honora- 
ble office a minbter of the altar can fill, is to be the organ 
by which public gratitude is conveyed to the Omnipotent. 

'^ Those miracles which he once wrought for his chosen 
people, are renewed in our favor ; and it would be equally 
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ungrateful and impious not to acknowledge, that the event 
wluch lately confounded our enemies^ and frustrated their 
designs, was the wonderful work of that God who guards 
your liberties. 

^' And who but he could so combine the circumstances 
which led to success ? We have seen our enemies push 
forward amid perils almost innumerable, amid obstacles 
almost insurmountable, to the spot which was designed to 
witness their disgrace ; yet they eagerly sought it, as their 
theatre of triumph ! Blind as they were, they bore hunger, 
thirst, and inclement skies, poured their blood in' battle 
against brave republicans, and crossed immense regions to 
confine themselves in- another Jericho, whose walls were 
fated to fall before another Joshua. It is he, whose voice 
commands the winds, the seas, and the seasons, who formed 
a junction on the same day in the same hour, between a for- 
midable fleet from the south, and an army, rushing from the 
north, like an impetuous torrent. Who but he, in whose 
hands are the hearts of men, could inspire the allied troops 
with the friendship, the confidence, the tenderness of bro- 
thers ? How is it that two nations, once divided, jealous, 
inimical, and nursed in reciprocal prejudices, are now be- 
come so closely united, as to form but one ? Worldlings 
would say, it is the wisdom, the virtue, and moderation of 
their chiefs, it is a great national interest which has per- 
formed this prodigy. They will say, that to the skill of the 
generals, to the courage of the troops, to the activity of the 
whole army, we must attribute this splendid success. Ah ! 
they are igporant, that the combining of so many fortunate 
circumstances, is an emanation from the all-perfect mind ; 
that courage, that skill, that activity b^r the sacred im- 
pression of him who is divine. 

" For how many favors have we not to thank him during the 
course of the present year ? Your union, which was at first sup- 
ported by justice alone, has been consolidated by your courage, 
and the knot which ties you together, is become indissoluble by 
the accession of all the states, and the unanimous voice of all tlie 
confederates. You present to the universe the noble sight of a 
society, which, founded in equality and justice, secure to the in- 
dividuals who compose it, the utmost happiness which can be 
derived from human institutions. This advantage, which so 
many other nations have been unable to procure, even after 
ages of efforts and misery, is granted by Divine Providence to 
the Unite'd States ; and his adorable decrees have marked the 
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present moment for the completion of that memorable happy 
revolution, which has taken place in this extensive continent. 
While your councils were thus acquiring new energy, rapid and 
multiplied successes have crowned your arms in the southern 
states. 

'^ We have seen the unfortunate citizens of these states forc- 
ed from their peaceful abodes ; after a long and cruel captivity, 
old men, women and children thrown, without mercy, into a 
foreign country. Master of their lands and their slaves, amid 
his temporary affluence, a superb victor rejoiced in their dis- 
tresses. But Philadelphia has witnessed their patience and 
fortitude ; they have found here another home, and though 
driven from their native soil, they have blessed God, that he 
has delivered them from the presence of their enemy, and con- 
ducted them to a country where every just and feeling man has 
stretched out the helpii^ hand of benevolence. Heaven re- 
wards their virtues. Tbsse large states are at once wrested 
from the foe. The rapacious soldier has been compelled to 
take refuge behind his ramparts, and oppression has vanished 
like those phantoms which are dissipated by the morning ray« 

^' On this solemn occasion, we might renew our thanks to the 
God of battles, for the success he has granted to the arms of 
your allies and your friends by land ajod by sea, through the 
other parts of the globe. But let us not recall those events, 
which too clearly prove hdw much the hearts of our enemies 
have been hardened. Let us prostrate ourselves at the altar 
and implore the God of mercy to suspend his vengeance, to 
spare t^em in his wrath, to inspire them with sentiments of jus- 
tice and moderation, to terminate their obstinacy and error, and 
to ordain that your victories be followed by peace and tranquil- 
lity. Let us beseech him to continue to shed on the councils of 
the king, your ally, that spirit of wisdom, of justice, and of 
courage, which has rendered his reign so glorious. — Let us en- 
treat him to maintain in each of the states, that intelligence by 
which the United States are inspired. Let us return him 
thanks that a faction, whose rebellion he has corrected, now 
deprived of support, is annihilated. Let us offer him pure 
hearts, unsoiled by private hatred or public dissension ; and let 
us, with one will and one voice, pour forth to the Lord that 
hymn of praise, by which Christians celebrate their gratitude 
and his glory." 

January, 1782. — The huts which we now occupy were 
erected the last winter by some of the Massachusetts troops, a 
short distance from the banks of the Hudson, and called New 
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Boflton, thej afford us a very eonyeuent and comfortable ac- 
commodation. Orders having been received for all the troops 
that have not gone thronj^ the smallpox to be inoculated, I 
commenced this business a few weeks since, and inoculated 
about two hundred, mcluding women and children. Their ac' 
conmiodations were not such as jtheir circumstances required ; 
we were unprovided with proper articles of diet, and a ccosid^ 
erable number were seized with putrid fever, which proved 
fatal in several instances. 

JMofch lOik, — ^A singular mcident occurred in the sixth regi- 
ment today. Two soldiers were eating soup together, and one 
forbid the other eating any more ; as he did not desist, his com- 
rade gave him a blow with his fist on the side of his head, on 
which he fell to the ground and instantly expired. On close 
examination, I could discover no bruise or injury which coirid 
enable me to account satisfactorily for his death. 

An unhappy controversy has subsisted for some time between 
Captain H. aiiid Lieutenant S. both of the first Massachusetts 
r^ment. Captain H. was esteemed a man of modest merit 
and unexceptionable character, he has long commanded a com* 
pany and proved himself brave in the field, and a good dis- 
ciplinarian. Lieutenant S. though a good active officer, is as- 
summg, high spirited, and values hunself on what he deems the 
principles of honor and the gentleman. Having imbibed a 
strong prejudice against his captain, and probably calculating^ 
on promotion, he toiA unjustifiable liberties, and in vidation of 
honor and decency aspersed his character with unfounded 
calunuiies. The friends of the parties interposed and endeavor- 
ed to efiect a reconciliation. S. affected an acquiescence ; in 
consequence of which the contention apparently subsided. But 
still retaining in his breast the old grudge, he renewed his ca- 
lumnies and was determined to provoke his captain to a person- 
al combat ; and though contrary to his nature, and to his prin- 
ciples, he was compelled to the alternative. Captain H. ob- 
tamed a furlough, visited his friends in Massachusetts, made his 
will, and arranged his worldly affairs. Having returned to 
camp it was agreed to meet in the field according to the rules 
of duelling. The tragical result is, that Captain H. received 
a mortal wound and died in three hours after, and S. escaped 
with a wound in his arm. Thus has this imperious young man, 
to gratify a sordid passion, sent into eternity a man whom he 
ought to have respected as his superior in every point of view — 
deprived the public of a valuable officer, and a wife and three 
children of a husband and father. Barbarous and cruel murder- 
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er ! you have violated the laws of Ood and man, should you 
escape punishment in this life, what must be your doom in the 
awful day of retribution ? The friends of Captain H. in Massa- 
chusetts manifested their abhorrence of this murderous deed, 
and endeavored by a legal process to bring S. to condign pun- 
ishment. They procured a dieriff in the state of New York, 
where the crime was committed, who repaired to camp with 
assistance, took the opportunity when tne regiment was on 
parade, and demanded of the colonel that S. should be deliver- 
ed up to the civil authority. The colonel reluctantly pointed 
out the man, the sheriff advanced towards him, and S., soldier 
like, unsheathed his sword and stood in defiance. The sheriff 
unaccustomed to the sword, was intimidated, and finally retired 
from the field without the prisoner.* 

•April 5th. — Having completed the inoculation of the soldiers 
and attended them through the smallpox, md my professional 
duty being considerably diminished, I have obtained a furlough 
for forty-five days to visit my friends in Massachusetts, and 
shall tomorrow commence my journey to Boston, in company 
with my friend. Dr. Eustis. 

May SOth, — ^I i*etumed to New Boston last evening from 
Bostmi, having been absent forty-four days, which is one day 
short of my furlough ; our journey to Boston occupied nine days, 
being impeded by foul weather and bad roads. We were on 
horseback, attended by a servant, and took our route through 
Connecticut and Providence. Here we spent a pleasant even-* 
ing with Lieutenant Grovemor Bowen, he and Dr. Eustis en- 
g^[ed in coqversation respecting the properties of coffee ; Grov- 
emor Bowen, asserted, that it is a sedative, while the Dr. con- 
tended for its stimulant effects, and he certainly had the best of 
the argument. Havii^ arrived at Boston, Dr. Eustis kindly 
introduced me to his father's family, where I received hospita- 
ble and polite civilities. I proceeded to Plymouth and Barn- 
stable, where I had the satisfaction of a family interview, after 
an absence of four years. Great preparations are making at 
West Point, to celebrate the birth of the young Dauphin of 
France ; being in alliance with his Most Christian Majesty, pro- 
priety requires that we should celebrate the joyous event of 
the birth of his first son. His Excellency Cra^ral Wariiington, 



* In the year 1786, a regiment was raised in the state of Massachaeetts for the 
purpose of an Indian expedition. Lieutenant 8. presented his pretensions as a 
candidate tor a commission, but notwithstanding a respectable recommendation from 
several general officers, the Governor and council rejected the application with dis- 
dain. 

38 
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has in general orders, given an invitation to all officers of the 
armj, and they are requested to invite any friends or acquaint- 
ance they may have in the country to participate in the grand 
festival. 

On the 6th instant, a dangerous mutiny was discovered among 
the soldiers of the Connecticut line. It had been conducted 
with so much address and secrecy, that it was on the point of 
execution before it was divulged. The defection was general 
in the line, the soldiers had determmed at reveille the next 
morning, to have marched from their cantonments with arms, 
&c. complete, for Fishkill, where they intended to take a num- 
ber of field pieces with ammunition and provisions, and proceed 
to Hartford, and there demand of the Assembly that justice 
which they consider their due. At the moment the officers 
were retiring to bed, a faithful soldier who was a waiter, in- 
formed his officer, that he could not retire to rest without 
divulging an event which would assuredly take place the next 
morning at daylight. The most guilty soldiers were immediate- 
ly seized and confined, and the ringleader was sentenced to suf- 
fer death, which happily frustrated the whole design. It is but 
just to observe, that the Connecticut line of troops have during 
the war, except in this instance, conducted in a very exemplary 
and meritorious manner. 

June \8t. — Yesterday was celebrated the birth of the Dau- 
phin of France, by a magnificent festival. The edifice under 
which the company assembled and partook of the entertainment, 
was erected on the plain at West Point. The situation was 
romantic, and the occasion novel and interesting. Major Ville- 
franche, an ingenious French engineer, has been employed with 
one thousand men about ten days, in constructing the curious 
edifice. It is composed of the simple materials which the 
common trees in this vicinity afford. It is about six hundred 
feet in length and thirty feet wide, supported by a grand colon- 
nade of one hundred and eighteen pillars, made of the trunks of 
trees. The coveruig of the roof consists of boughs, or branches 
of trees curiously interwoven, and the same materials form the 
walls, leaving the ends entirely open. On the inside, every 
pillar was encircled with muskets and bayonets bound round in 
a fanciful and handsome manner, and the whole interior was 
decorated with evergreens, with American and French military 
colors, and a variety of emblems and devices, all adjusted in 
such style as to beautify the whole interior of the fabric. This 
superb structure, in symmetry of proportion, neatness of work- 
manship, and elegance of arrangement, has seldom perhaps been 
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Burpasaed on any temporary occasion ; it affected the specta* 
tors with admiration and pleasure, and reflects much credit 
on the taste and ability of Major Yillefranche. Several ap- 
propriate mottoes decorated the grand edifice, pronouncing 
Denedictions on the Dauphin and happiness to the two allied 
nations. The whole army was paraded on the contiguous 
hills on both sides of the river, forming a circle of several 
miles in open view of the public edifice, and at the given 
signal of firing three cannon, the regimental officers all left 
their commands and repaired to the building to partake of 
the entertainment which had been prepared by order of the 
Commander in Chief. At five o'clock, dinner being on the 
table, his Excellency General Washington, and his lady and 
suite, the principal officers of the army and their ladies, 
Governor Clinton and his. lady, and a number of respectable 
characters from the states of New York and New Jersey, 
moved from Major General McDougall's quarters through 
the line formed by Colonel Crain's regiment of artillery, to 
the arbor, where more than five hundred gentlemen and 
ladies partook of a magnificent festival. A martial band 
charmed our senses with music, while we feasted our appe- 
tites and gazed with admiration on the illustrious guests, and 
the novel spectacle exhibited to our view. The cloth being 
removed, thirteen appropriate toasts were drank, each one 
being announced by the discharge of thirteen cannon and 
accompanied by music. The guests retired from the table 
at seven o'clock, and the regimental officers repaired to 
their respective commands. The arbor was, in the evening,, 
illuminated by a vast number of lights, which being arranged 
in regular and tasteful order, exhibited a scene vicing in 
brilliancy with the starry firmament. The officers having 
rejoined their regiments, thirteen cannon were again fired as 
a prelude to a general feu de joie, which immediately suc- 
ceeded throughout the whole line of the army on the surround- 
ing hills, and being three times repeated, the mountains re- 
sounded and echoed like tremendous peals of thunder, and the 
flashing from thousands of fire arms in the darkness of evening, 
could be compared only to the most vivid flashes of lightning 
from the clouds. The feu de joie was immediately followed 
by three shouts of acclamation and benediction for the 
Dauphiny by the united voices of the whole army on all sides. 
At half past eleven o'clock, the celebration was concluded 
by the exhibition of fire works very ingeniously constructed 
of various figures. His Excellency General Washington 



802 MILITART JOUENAL, 1788. [jOLT. 

was unusually cheerful. He attended the ball in the even- 
ing and with a dignified and graceful air, having Mrs. Knox 
for his partner, carried down a dance of twenty couple in the 
arbor on the green grass. I was gratified with a fine view 
of this pleasing scene. 

June 20th. — Dined by invitation with Major Generd 
Howe, at his quarters at Robinson's house, with several 
res)>ectable guests. 

2Sd, — ^The officers of our regiment prepared an enter- 
tainment and invited a respectable party. At three o'clock, 
we repaired to an arbor erected for the occasion, under 
which a long table was spread, and a variety of dishes ar- 
ranged in proper style ; we prided ourselves on our camp 
dinner, as being almost on a par with that of a country gen- 
tleman. A band of military music attended, and we finished 
with toasts and songs in social glee. 

July. — Our brigade moved out of huts on the first instant, 
and encamped at Nelson's point, on the bank of the Hudson 
opposite West Point. 

On the 4th, the anniversary of the declaration of our In- 
dependence was celebrated in camp. The whole army was 
formed on the banks of the Hudson on each side, of the ri- 
ver. The signal of thirteen cannon being given at West 
Point, the troops displayed and formed in a line, when a 
general feu de joie took place throughout the whole army. 

A most barbarous and horrid transaction of the royal 
refugees a few weeks since, has excited universal indigna- 
tion throughout our army. It is the cruel murder of Cap- 
tain Joshua Huddy, of New Jersey, who, being commanding 
officer of a detachment stationed at the block house in Mon- 
mouth county, was attacked by a party of refugees from 
New York, on Sunday, the 24th March, and after bravely 
defending himself till he had expended his ammunition, was 
taken prisoner and carried into New York. He was closely 
confined till April 8th, when without even the form of a 
trial, he was told that he was ordered to be hanged ; ac^ 
cordbgly on the 12th, he was carried over to the New 
Jersey shore, by a party of refugees under the direction of 
one Captain Lippincot, and there hung on a tree and left 
with the following label affixed on his breast. ^' We the 
refugees, having with grief long beheld the cruel murders 
of our brethren, and finding nothing but such measures daily 
carrying into execution — ^we, therefore, determine not to 
sufier without taking vengeance for the numerous cruelties ; 
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and thus begin, and I say, may those lose their liberty who 
do not follow on, and have made use of Captain Huddy as 
the first object to present to your view ; and further deter- 
mine to hang man for man while there is a refugee existing. 
Up goes Huddy for Philip White.'' 

The refugees pretend to justify this violent act, by as- 
serting that Captain Huddy, some time before, made pri- 
soner of a certain Philip White, of their party, and after 
having maimed him, broke both his legs, and tauntingly bid 
him run. But this is a vile falsehood ; it has been fully 
proved, that Captain Huddy was closely confined a prisoner 
at New York at the time and for many days before White was 
taken. A letter dated at Freehold, Monmouth county, 15th 
April last, and published in the Trenton paper, relates that 
White was taken the last of March, and after tokens of sur- 
rendering as a prisoner, he took up a musket and killed a 
son of Colonel Hendrickson ; but being taken by some 
light horse, and while they were conducting him to Free- 
hold, he again attempted to make his escape, and being 
called on several times to surrender, and continuing to run, 
when leaping into a bog impassible by the horse, he re- 
ceived a stroke on his head with a sword which killed him 
instantly. The above facts were proved by affidavits of the 
persons who were present, and by the voluntary testimony 
of one Aaron, who was taken prisoner with the said White. 
The wanton execution of Captain Huddy so exasperated 
the inhabitants of that part of New Jersey, that they pre- 
sented a respectful memorial to General Washington, 
claiming justice for the murder of one of their fellow citi- 
zens, or retaliation in case justice should be refused. Gene- 
ral Washington, immediately addressed Sir Henry Clinton 
on the subject, and assured him, that unless the perpetra- 
tors of the murder were delivered up, he should be under 
the painful necessity of retaliating. In the mean time all 
the general officers, and those commanding brigades or regi- 
ments, were, ordelNul to assemble at General Heath's quar- 
ters, to deliberat^lffid decide on the following questions ; 
1st. Shall resort be had to retaliation for the murder of 
Captain Huddy ? 2d. On whom shall it be inflicted ? Sd. 
How shall the victim be designated ? In order that each 
officer should be free from all bias and uninfluenced by each 
other, General Washiagson ordered that, without convers- 
ing on the questions, each one should write his own opinicm 
and address the same sealed up to the Commander in Chief. 



v. 
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By this method his Excellency obtained the spontaneous ex* 
pression of the feelings of each individual officer, and they 
were unanimously of opinion that retaliation ooght to be re- 
sorted to ; that it should be inflicted on an officer of equal 
rank with Captain Huddy, and that the victim be desig- 
nated by lot. Accordingly the painful alternative was 
adopted, the names of the British captains, our prisoners^ 
were collected, a fair and impartial lot was drawn, and it 
fell on Captain Asgill, of the ]British guards, a gentleman of 
a noble English family, an only son of his parents, and only 
nineteen years of age, to be the unhappy victim.* Next to 
the execution of Major Andre, this event occasioned the 
most painful sensations to the mind of the benevolent and 
humane Washington ; his anxiety and poignant distress it is 
said were very visible. But still firm and inflexible in his 
determination to obtain satisfaction, or pursue a course that 
will tend to deter others from a repetition of crimes so de- 
rogatory to the laws of humanity, of war, and of justice. 
He addressed Congress on the subject, and communicated to 
that body the New Jersey memorial. They unanimously 
approved of the firm and judicious conduct of the Com* 
mander in Chief, and assured him of their firmest support 
in his purpose of exemplary retaliation. 

General Washington was anxious to alleviate the melan- 
choly condition of Captain Asgill as much as possible, and 
directed the officer of his guard to treat him with every 
tender attention and politeness which his rank, fortune, and 
connexions, together with his unfortunate state demanded, 
that is not inconsistent with his perfect security. He order- 

* "An order was eent from the war department to the commanding officer at Lan- 
eaater, to send a refugee captain, taken at discretion, if there was one among the 
prisoners ; and if there was no one of that description, then to assemble all the 
Captains then under his charge, and select one of them by lot : — The Captaina 
were accordingly assembled in a room in Lancaster, thirteen in number, and then 
were told for what purpose they were called together. — After being Mated, their 
names were taken on thirteen slips of paper and put into a hat or box — 12 slips of 
blank paper were then put into another hat and one on which was written Ur^OT' 
Umate — ^two small drummers were then called into the room — one drew from the 
hat or box that contained the names, and handed to the commissary of prisoners, 
and the other to the aid of the commanding officer. — Capt Asgill's name was the 
11th drawn, and the paper on which was written ur^oriunate, came out against 
his name. On this the prisoners all rose, and were very much afiected, as was 
every person present. Capt. Asgill was a promising young officer, then called 
about 19 years of age. — It was mentioned that some little time might be wanted 
to prepare for the joumey^4 days were asked for and granted. All the officers 
pledging themselves that he should be forthcoming at the time. He was taken to 
Philadelphia under a guard of dragoons, and accompaiued by Major Gordon, the 
senior officer of th^ prisoners.'* 
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ed also, that Captain Ludlow, AsgilPs friend, should be per- 
mitted to go into New York with such representations as 
they may please to make to Sir Guy Carleton, who has now 
succeeded Sir Henry Clinton as commander in chief of the 
British army. Captain Asgill in addressing General Wash- 
ington, thus expresses himself, '^ I cannot conclude this let- 
ter without expressing my gratitude to your Excellency for 
ordering Colonel Dayton to favour me as much as my situa- 
tion will admit of, and in justice to him I must acknowledge 
the feeling and attentive manner in which these commands 
have been executed." How awful is the condition of this 
innocent young gentleman, doomed to suffer an ignominious 
death for the crime of an infamous miscreant who so justly 
deserves the halter ! Dreadful indeed must be that suspense 
when one's life is made to poise on a point so acute and deli- 
cate that an uncertain contingency shall decide the issue. 
General Washington having received information by letter, 
that a court martial was appointed by Sir Henry Clinton, 
even before he received the letter of complaint, for the trial 
of Captain Lippincot and his abetters in the death of Captain 
Huddy , waited to be apprized of the issue, as Sir Guy Carle- 
ton had assured him of the fullest satisfaction. At length, 
however, the proceedings of the court martial were commu- 
nicated, and it was finished by the following declaration. 
^^ The court having considered the evidence for and against 
the captain, and it appearing, that, though Joshua Huddy was 
executed without proper authority, what the prisoner did, 
was not the effect of malice or ill will, but proceeded from 
a conviction that it was his duty to obey the orders of the 
board of directors of associated loyalists, and his not doubt- 
ing their having full authority to give such orders, the court 
is of opinion that he is not guiUy of the murder laid to his 
charge, and therefore acquit him.'' Never perhaps was 
there a more complete burlesque on all courts of justice ! 
never a more disgraceful proceeding to exculpate a crimi- 
nal from merited punishment. It appeared in the course of 
the trial, that Governor Franklin, president of the board of 
associated loyalists, gave Lippincot a verbal order to hane 
Captain Huddy without a trial, and without a crime alleged 
against him ! The order is obeyed in the most unfeeling 
manner, yet the perpetrator is found not guilty ^ and therefore 
acquitted. Sir Guy Carleton requested of General Wash- 
ington a passport for chief justice Smith to repair to the 
American head quarters in order to lay before the Com*> 
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mander in Chief the proceedings of the court martial, with 
other documents and explanations which he had no doubt 
would be satisfactory. His Excellency declined an inter- 
view with Mr. Smith, '^ as the question is purely of a mili- 
tary nature and reducible to the single point whether the 
perpetrator of the wanton and cruel murder of Huddy is to be 
given up, or a British officer to suffer in his place." But he 
proposed to send Major General Heath to meet a British officer 
of equal rank if agreeable to the English commander. This 
was also declined, and it appears that both Sir Henry Clinton 
and Sir Guy Carleton, disapproved of the acquittal of Lip- 
pincot. Sir Guy, in a letter which acoompanied the pro- 
ceedings of the court, expressed in unequivocal terms to 
General Washington, that not with standing the acquittal he re- 
probated the act, and gave assurances of prosecuting a further 
inquiry. Thus stands at present this very unfortunate affair, 
and Captain Asgill remains in custody to await the final issue. 

In order to avoid breaking the chain of this interesting 
narrative, I proceed in anticipation in point of time, to the 
final conclusion of the melancholy catastrophe. General 
Washington on the 19th of August, made a representation to 
Congress respecting the whole business, for their consider- 
ation, and soon after directed that Captain Asgill be put on 
his parole at Morristown, till further orders ; and he was al- 
lowed the indulgence of riding for his health and recreation, 
several miles into the country in any directimi, even within 
a few miles of the British lines, accompanied by his friend 
Major Gordmi. 

On the 7th of October, General Washington, in a letter to 
the secretary of war, expressed his private opinion, that 
Captain Asgill ought to be liberated from his duresse, and be 
permitted to return to his friends in England. Sufficient 
time had now elapsed since the arrest of Captain Asgill, for 
the distressing intelligence to reach his parents, and to in- 
terest the attention and solicitude of almost all Europe. 
The father of young Asgill was languishing with mortal sick- 
ness. Lady Asgill in the agony of her soul, with her family 
in the deepest distress and sorrow, prostrated themselves at 
the feet of their king and queen, to implore their compassion 
and assistance. She next had recourse to the benencence 
of the illustrious sovereigns of France, through the medium 
of the celebrated Count de Vergennes, though the two na- 
tions were at war. Her incomparably pathetic and eloquent 
letter could not fail of producing the desired effect — ^it reach- 
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ed the hearts, and interested the sympathies of those exalted 
philanthropists to whom it was addressed. A letter was im- 
mediately despatched from Count de Vergennes to General 
Washington, dated July 27th, and this was accompanied by 
that which the count had received from Lady Asgill. '^ Your 
Excellency," says the count, '^ will not read this letter, 
Lady AsgilPs, without being extremely affected. It thus 
affected the king and queen to whom I communicated it. 
The goodness of their majesties' hearts induces them to desire 
that the inquietudes of an unfortunate mother may be calmed 
and her tenderness reassured. — There is one consideration, 
Sir, which though not decisive, may have an influence on 
your resolution. Captain Asgill is doubtless your prisoner, 
but he is among those whom the arms of the king contributed 
to put into your hands at Yorktown. — ^Though this circum- 
stance does not operate as a safe guard, it, however, justifies 
the interest I permit myself to take in this affair. — In seek- 
ing to deliver Mr. Asgill from the fate which threatens him, 
I am far from engaging you to seek another victim ; the 
pardon to be perfectly satisfactorily, must be entire." — 
Copies of these letters being transmitted with one from his 
Excellency to Congress, they resolved November 7th, that 
the Commander in Chief be directed to set Captain Asgill at 
liberty. A more grateful duty could scarcely be assigned ; 
it relieved his mind from' a weight which had long oppressed 
and preyed on his spirits. He immediately transmitted to 
Captain Asgill a copy of the resolve of Congress, accompa- 
nied with a passport for him to go into New York, and also 
a letter which closes as follows. ^^ I cannot take leave of 
you. Sir, without assuring you, that in whatever light my 
agency in this unpleasant affair may be viewed, I was never 
influenced through the whole of it, by sanguinary motives, 
but by what I conceive to be a sense of my duty, which 
loudly called on me to take measures, however disagreeable, 
to prevent a repetition of those enormities which have been 
the subject of discussion. And that this important end is 
likely to be answered without the effusion of the blood of an 
innocent person is not a greater relief to you than it is, 
Sir, to your most obedient humble servant, 

George Washington.* 



* From the " Hiatorical and Literary Memoirs and Anecdotes, selected from 
tbe correspondence of Baron de Grimm and Diderot." 

*« You can well remember the general interest Sir — Asfill inspired, a yoanf 
•fficer in the English guards, who was made prisoner and condemned to death hy 
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LeUerfrom Lady Jhgittj to the Camte dt Vergtmus. 

<«SiE,— IfthepoliteneBsof the French court will pei- 
mit a stranger to address it, it cannot be doubted but that 
she who unites in herself all the more delicate sensations 
with which an individual can be penetrated, will be received 
favorably by a nobleman, who reflects honor not only on his 
nation, but on human nature. The subject on which I im- 
plore your assistance, is too heart rendii^ to be dwelt on ; most 
probably, the public report of it has already reached you ; this 
relieves me from the burthen of so mournful a duty. My son, 
my only son, dear to me as he is brave, amiable as he is beloved^ 

the Amtficaafl in rapriMl fur the deftth of Captain Htiddy, who wa» haaged by tU 
order of Captain Lippiocot. The public prints all over Europe, resounded with 
the unhappy catastrophe, which for eight months impended oyer the life of this young 
oiBcer. The extreme grief of his mother, the sort of d^rinm which clouded the 
mind of his sister at hearing of the dreadful fate which menaced the life of her 
brother, interested erery feeling mind in the fate of this unfortunate family. The 
general curiosity, with regard to the events of the war, yielded, if I may so say, to 
the interest which young AsgiU inspired, and the first question asked of all vessels 
that arrived from any port in North America, was always an inquiry into the 
(ate of this young man. It is known that AsgiU was thrice conducted to the foot 
of the gibbet, and that thrice General Washington, who could not bring himself to 
commit this crime of poUcy without a great struggle, suspended his pumehment ; 
hU humanity and justice made him hope that tfie English general would deliver 
over to him the author of the crime which Asgill was condemned to expiate. Clin- 
ton, either ill obeyed, or insensible to the fate of young Asffill, persisted m refusing 
to deliver up the barbarous Lippincot. In vain the king of England, at whose feet 
this unfortunate ftmily fell down, had given orders to surrender up to the Ameri- 
cana the author of a crime which diahonoured the English nation ; George 
III. was not obeyed. In vain the United States of Holland entreated of the 
United Sutes of America, the pardon of the unhappy Asffitt ; the gibbet erected m 
front of his prison did not cease to offqr to his eyes those dreadfiil Drepmtives 
more awful than death iUelf. In those circumstances, and ahnost reduced to de- 
apair, the mother of the unfortunate victim bethought herself, that the minuter of a 
king armed against her own nation, might succeed in obtaming that, which waa 
refused to her king. Lady Asgill wrote to the Count de Vergennee, a letter, the 
eloquence of which, independently of oratorical forms, is that of all people and all 
languages, because it derives its power from the first and noblest sentuneaU of our 
nature."' 

Remarks.— The Baron de Grimm has unfortunately been led to make an erro- 
neous statement respecting the treatment of Captain Asgill, which ought m justice 
to be corrected. It is difficult to account for his sssertion that, « It is known that 
Asgill was thrice conducted to the foot of the ^bbct and thrice General VVashing- 
ton, who could not bring himself to commit this crime of policy without a great 
struggle, suspended hia punishment ;" and again, «* the ribbet erected m front of 
his prison, did not ceaao to offbr to hia eyes those dreadful preparatives more awful 
than death itself," I can with the fullest confidence affirm that a gibbet never vras 
erected for Captain AsgiU at any period of his confinement, and that no prepara- 
tiona whatever were made for his execution, except a secure confinement for a 
abort period, during which the utmost tenderness and polite civihties were bestowed 
on him, and for these he expressed his grateful acknowledgments in hw letter to 
General Washington. It would be preposterous to suppose that the Commander 
in Chief could act a farcical part by exhibiting the machides of death, when it was 
altogether problematical whether an execution would be the final resort, and surely 
notlimg oould be leas characteriaUc of Washington, than wantonly to torture tne 
feeliaga of a prisoner with the horrors of death. 
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only nineteen years of age, a prisoner of war, in consequence of 
the capitulation of Yorktown, is at present confined m America 
as an object of reprisal. — Shall the innocent share the fate of 
the guilty ? Figure to yourself, Sir, the situation of a family 
in these circumstances. Surrounded as I am with objects of 
distress, bowed down by fear and grief, words are wanting to 
express what I feel, and to paint such a scene of misery ; my 
husband, given over by his physicians some hours before the 
arrival of this news, not in a condition to be mformed of it ; 
my daughter attacked by a fever, accompanied with delirium ; 
sneaking of her brother in tones of wildness, and without an in- 
terval of reason, unless it be to listen to some circumstances 
which may console her heart. Let your sensibility, Sir, paint 
to you my profound, my inexpressible misery, and plead in my 
favor ; a word, a word from you, like a voice from Heaven, 
would liberate us from desolation, from the last d^ree of mis- 
fortune. I know how far General Washington reveres your 
character. Tell him only that you wisli my son restored to 
liberty, and he will restore him to his desponding family ; he 
will restore him to happiness. The virtue and courage of my 
son will justify this act of clemency. His honor. Sir, led him 
to America ; he was bom to abundance, to independence, and 
to the happiest prospects. Permit me once more to entreat 
the interference of your high influence in favor of innocence, 
and b the cause of justice and humanity. Despatch, Sir, a 
letter from France to Gleneral Washington, and favor me with 
a copy of it, that it may be transmitted from hence. I feel the 
whole weight of the liberty taken in presenting this request ; 
but I feel confident, whether granted or not, that you will pity 
the distress by which it was suggested ; your humanity will 
drop a tear on my fault, and blot it out forever. 

^^ May that Heaven which I implore, grant that you may 
never need the consolation which you have it m your power to 
bestow on Theresa Asoill." 

Second Utter of Lady AsgiU to the Comte de Vtrgennes, 

^' Sir, — Exhausted by long suffering, overpowered by an 
excess of unexpected happiness, confined to my bed by weak- 
ness and languor, bent to the earth by what I have undergone, 
my sensibility alone could supply me with strength sufficient to 
address you. 

^^ Condescend, Sir, to accept this feeble effort of my grati- 
tude. It has been laid at the feet of the Almighty ; and be- 
lieve me, it has been presented with the same sincerity to you, 
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Sir, and to your illustrious sovereigns ; by their august and 
salutary intervention, as by your own, a son is restored to me, 
to whom my own life was attached. I have the sweet assur- 
ance, that my vows for my protectors are heard by Heaven, to 
whom they are ardently offered ; yes, Sir, they will produce 
their effect before the dreadful and last tribunal, where I in- 
dulge in the hope, that we shall both appear t(^ether ; you to 
receive the recompense of your virtues ; myself, that of mv 
sufferings. I will raise my voice before that imposii^ tribunal, 
I will call for those sacred registers, in which your humanity 
will be found recorded. I will pray that blessings may be 
showered on your heads, <m him, who, availing himself of the 
noblest privilege received from God, a privilege no other than 
divine, has changed misery into happiness, has withdrawn the 
sword from the innocent head, and restored the worthiest of 
sons, to the most tender and unfortunate of mothers. 

^^ Condescend, Sir, to accept this last tribute of gratitude 
due to your virtuous sentiments. Preserve this tribute, and 
may it go down to your posterity as a testimony of your sublime 
and exemplary beneficence to a stranger, whose nation was at 
war with your own ; but these tender affections have not been 
destroyed by war. May this tribute bear testimony to my 
gratitude long after the hand that expresses it, with ihe heart 
which at this moment only vibrates with the vivacity of grate- 
ful sentiments, shall be reduced to dust ; even to the last day 
of my existence, it shall beat but to offer all the respect and all 
the gratitude, with which it is penetrated. 

Theresa Asgill." 

The tour of duty at Dobb's ferry, having fallen to our 
regiment, we marched from Nelson's point on the 24th, crossed 
the river at Kmg's ferry, and on the 25th, encamped near the 
block house at this place. This afternoon a flag of truce arriv- 
ed here from New York with despatches for Greneral Washing- 
ton, which were immediately forwarded to him. 

•Aiigttst 5th. — Flags are passing and repassing from this post 
to New York and back every day, and several gentlemen have 
been permitted to come out of Uiat city. By the intelligence 
which they bring corroborating those which we receive from 
other sources, commissioners are sent from the court of London 
to Paris, where they are to meet French and American com- 
missioners for the important purpose of negotiating a general 
peace. May God grant them success in bringing to America 
an honorable peace and national Independence. A very con- 
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siderable number of deserters have come out from New York 
within these few days past. 

Slat. — The army marched from their different quarters this 
morning and encamped at Verplank's point in the evening. 
Part of the troops came down the river in boats, which being 
in motion and in regular order on the water, made ^ most beau- 
tiful appearance. I shall tomorrow commence a journey to 
Philadelphia, for the purpose of receiving a sum of money at 
the American Bank, for the payment of our regiment. 

September lOth. — I returned last evening from Philadelphia, 
where I met my very respectable friends Dr. Treat and Dr. 
Benney, of the hospital, with whom I dined. Drank tea and 
spent the evening with Dr. Andrew Craige, our apothecary 
general. The next day dined with my frie^ Mr. James Lov- 
ell, formerly lieutenant and adjutant of our regiment, but now 
lieutenant in that fine regiment of light horse, commanded by 
Colonel Lee. Here I had the pleasure of beinff introduced to 
two celebrated characters, Dr. John Jones, of Philadelphia, 
and the honorable Robert Morris, the great American financier. 
Dr. Jones formerly resided in the city of New York, where he 
was ^^ distinguished for his professional merit, urbanity of man- 
ners, and moral excellence." As a surgeon. Dr. Jones is con- 
sidered at the head of the profession in the United States, and 
his reputation has been considerably extended by a valuable 
work entitled, '^ Plain remarks on wounds and fracturesj^^ 
which he published in the year 1775 for the particular benefit 
of the surgeons of our army, and which has been received with 
universal approbation. Mr. Morris stands preeminent as a 
citizen, merchant and patriot, and the public are 'gVeatly m- 
debted to him for his unrivalled efforts as superintendent of the 
finances of the United States, by which the public interest has 
been greatly promoted. I waited on Major General Lincoln, 
secretary at war, to obtain an order on the Bank for the money, 
which was the object of my visit, but was disappointed, as the 
state of the Bank would not admit of any discount.^ General 



* The contiBental p^»er monej having answered the great purpose of carrying 
on the war hitherto, being depreciated to a mere shadow, has now ceaaed to circu- 
late, by common consent of the people. It had by itii extraordinary depreciation 
become the bane of society, corrupting the morals of the people by exciting a rage 
ibr speculation among all elases. Reckless of all considerations of honor, justice, 
gratitude or humanity, the mechanic, the &rmer, the merchant, and men of science, 
scrupled not to involve themselves in ^aper money speculations, in which brothers 
defrauded brothers, children parents, and they in their turn spared not their chil- 
dren. Widows and orphans, whose annual interest were their only support, were 
impoverished and ruined. Creditors were frequenUy obliged by the tender lawa to 
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Lincoln introduced me to Mr. Osgood, a member of Congress 
from Massachusetts. 

September 1 4th. — The whole army was paraded under arms 
this momii^ in order to honor his Excellency Count Rocham- 
beau on his arrival from the southward. The troops were all 
formed in two lines extending from the ferry, where the count 
crossed, to head quarters. A troop of horse met and received 
him at King's ferry, and conducted him tibrough the line to 
General Washington's quarters, where sitting on his horse by 
the side of his Excelloicy, the whole army marched before him 
and paid the usual salute and honors. Our troops were now in 
complete uniform and exhibited every mark of soldierly disci- 
pline. Count Rochambeau was most highly gratified to per- 
ceive the very great improvement which our army had made 
m appearance since he last reviewed them, and expressed his 
astomshmeDt at their rapid progress in militaiy skill and disci- 
pline. He said to General Washington '^ you must have form- 
ed an alliance with the king of Frussda. These troops ane 
Prussians." Several of the principal officers of the French 
army who have seen troops of different European nations, 
have bestowed the highest encomiums and applause on our 
army, and declared that they had seen none superior to the 
Americans. 

16(^ — Dined with Major General Howe, with a number 
of officers of our line, and on the 1 7th dined with Baroo 
Steuben, in company with Generals Howe, Paterson, and a 
number of French officers. The baron is never more happy 
than when he is manifestrng- his generous friendship and be- 
nevolence. 

October. — Eight battalions have been selected from the 
army to perform some grand manoeuvres and a review. The 
evolutions and firings were performed this day wiUi that 



receive their dues in depreciated money, for q[>ecie that had been lent in fall confi- 
dence of realizing its vahie in return. Instances were not wanting of old debts be- 
ing paid when the pi^r money was reduced in value to more then seventy for one; 
and in Virginia, it is said, when three hundred ibr one. It is matter of astonish- 
ment that svch a remarkable revolution in oar political economy has not shaken the 
United States to their foundation. ▲ number of patriotic citiaens of PennsylvaAia» 
havinff associated for the purpose of instituting a national bank, congress highly ap- 
proved of the plan, and in December, 1781, passed an ordinance incorporating the 
subscribers by the name of the ** North American bank.'* They also appomted 
Robot Mcuris, Esq. their financier. No citizen in the U. 6. is supposed to be 
more competent to Uie arduous duties of this office, nor is any one more req>ected 
for genuine patriotism and public virtue. His embarrassments, however, are found 
to be almost insurmountable, but by the most strenuous and persevering efibrts he 
has effected a very considerable mdioration in the financial afiairs of our country. 
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regularity and precision which does them honor, and which 
received the full approbation of the numerous spectators, 
and of the American and French officers who were present. 

80th, — ^At reveille on the 26th instant, the left wing of our 
army, under the command of General Heath, decamped from 
Verplank's point and marched to the highlands ; took our 
lodging in the woods, without covering, and were exposed to 
heavy rain during a night and day. Thence we crossed the 
Hudson to West Point, and marched over the mountam call- 
ed Butter bill ; passed the nigbt in the open field, and the 
next day reached the ground where we are to erect log huts 
for our winter quarters, near New Windsor. 

JVbremier lOth. — I attended the funeral of my late worthy 
friend. Ensign Trant. This youne gentleman at the age of 
eighteen, came over from Ireland about two years since, 
and on his arrival in Boston, was appointed an ensign in our 
regiment. Having a taste for military life, he had acquired 
considerable reputation as an officer, and was esteemed for 
his amiable temper and disposition, his liberal and generous 
sentiments, and his polite and gentlemanly manners. He 
suffered a lingering illness of eight months. Renouncing all 
hepe of recovery, he conquered the terrors of death and 
acquired a remarkable degree of patience and resigna- 
tion during the last weeks of his extreme suffering. His 
remains were decently interred in the garrison at West 
Point, and were followed to the grave by his Excellency 
General Washington, and a very respectable procession. 

A melancholy event has recently been announced from 
South Carolina. Colonel John Laurens^ a man of inestima- 
ble value, has been slain in a rencounter with the enemy 
near Charleston. He was the son of Henry Laurens, Esq. 
late president of Congress, and our ambassador to Holland. 
He had been employed on a special mission to France, to 
obtain a loan for the United States, in which he was success 
ful. The enemy having detached a party into the country 
to procure provisions. Colonel Laurens, ever foremost in 
dai^er, joined the party of continentals as a volunteer, to 
counteract their object, and while advancing on the enemy 
with great intrepidity, he received a mortal wound. His 
death is universally lamented, more especially at this late 
period, when the contest is supposed to be near a termina- 
tion. No eulogy can exceed the merit of this noble and 
very useful officer. 
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A very extraordinary and melancholy event has recently 
been announced from England. The ship called the Royal 
George, of one hundred and eight guns, commanded by Ad- 
miral Kempenfelt, being careened on one side to receive 
some necessary repairs, was by a sudden gust of wind forced 
over, and her gun ports being open, she instantly filled with 
water, and went to the bottom. The admiral himself was 
writing at his table in the cabin, who with about one thou- 
sand souls was lost ; among them were about ^three hundred 
women and children. Admiral Kempenfelt was about seven- 
ty years of age, and was considered, in point of professional 
knowledge and judgment, one of the nrst naval officers, in 
Europe. A victualler along side was swallowed up in the 
whirlpool occasioned by the sinking of the ship. 

The campaign is now brought to a close, and no glorious 
deeds have been achieved, not a gun has been fired, be- 
tween the two armies during the campaign, and the pros- 
pect of peace is so favorable and encouraging, that our Con- 
gress have passed a resolve to discharge a considerable part 
of the army on the 1st day of January next. The supernu- 
merary officers are to retire on the establishment provided 
by Congress, and are to be entitled to all the emoluments 
with those who continue in service till peace shall be pro- 
claimed. 

December \5th. — Dined with my friends Drs. Townsend, 
Eustis, and Adams^ at the hospital, in company with Gene- 
rals Gates and Howe, and their aids, Dr. Cochran, our sur- 
geon general, and several other officers. Our entertain- 
ment was ample and elegant. 

\9th. — I partook of another entertainment at Dr. Eustis's 
quarters, New Boston. Our guests were General McDou- 
gall, and his aids. Colonels Jackson, Crane, &c. General 
Alexander McDougall is the son of a Scotchman, whose 
employment was that of a milk man in the city of New 
York ; and the son was sometimes his assistant. The Gen- 
eral at an early period was distinguished among those who 
had adopted the whig principles, and known to be a zealous 
advocate for freedom. Principle and a sense of duty led him 
to the field of contest, and in August, 1776, he was by Con- 
gress appointed a brigadier general, and by his intelligence 
and active spirit he has acquired a reputable standing as a 
general officer. He displays much of the Scotch character, 
is afiable and facetious, often indulging in pleasantry, and ad- 
verting to his national peculiarities and family origin ; at the 
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close of which he adds, ^^ nOw, gentlemdo, you have got ihii 
history of Sawney McDoiigall, the milk mon's son." - 

25th. — ^The time is qow approaching, when; according to 
a resolve of Congress, a reduction oi the army is to take 
place, and it is optional with me to continue till peace is ac« 
tually proclaimed, and our arn^ entirely disbanded, or to 
retire from service on the new establishment, by which I 
shall be entitled to the same emoluments with tbose who 
remain. Having duly deliberated on the subject, I have 
come to the resolution of bidding a final adieu to the scenes 
of military life, and have resigned my commission in favor 
of Dr. Shute. It is with inexpressible reluctance that I 
contemplate a separation from numerous friends with whom 
I have so long associated in the most harmonious and pleasing 
intercourse. Engaged in the same glorious and honorable 
cause, encountering together the same perils, suffering un- 
paralleled hardships and privations, and participating ia the 
most interesting scenes and events, our mutual and cherished 
attachments are no less ardent than the ties of brotherly 
affection. Friendship formed under such circumstances, and 
cemented by purity of sentiment, must prove as lasting as 
our days on earth, and we riiall ever cherish a sincere inter-^^ 
est in the welfare of the companions of our military career. 
It will be to me a source of infinite satisfaction during the 
remainder of my days, that I have shared in the tous and 
perils of war during seven years and a half, in defence of my 
country and its freedom, and that tbe mighty struggle termi« 
nates in peace and the establishment of our national Inde- 
pendence. This momentous event should be considered as 
a rich blessing which Providence bestows on us for the ben« 
efit of the present and many future generations. It is in- 
cumbent on me to express my unfeigned gratitude to the All 
Wise Author and Preserver of men, that he has been pleas- 
ed to confer on me innumerable blessings, and preserved my 
life and health during a long period, while exposed to the 
greatest hardships and imminent perils. 

January Uty 1783. — This day! close my military career, 
and quit forever the toils and vicissitudes incident to the 
storms of war. To my military companions I hid a final 
adieu, and hope to enjoy in future the blessings which attend 
a virtuous course of domestic life. I retire with honorable 
testimonials, from very respectable authority, of my punctu- 
ality and faithful performance of duty in the various situa- 
tions which I have been called to occupy, and with a heart 

40 
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fraught with grateful recollections of the kindness apd af- 
fectionate intercourse which I have experienced from my 
superiors, and from my numerous companions and associates. 
"While I congratulate my country mi the momentous event 
by which we are about to be elevated to the rank of an 
Independent Nation, most cordially do I proffer my sympathy 
for the many lives of inestimable value which have been 
sacrificed during this ever memorable contest. 



NOTL—Af Uie naftoruds lor the remiinder of this work wer« coUeeted and ar- 
ranged after I returned from Uie armr, I have thought it proper to change my run^ 
idnf tUh ftom Military Journal to RoTolutionary Annala. 



HBVOLVTZOHAaT ANNALS. 



SOCIETY OF CINCINNATI. 

While contemplating a final separation of the officers of 
the army, the tenderest feelings of the heart had their 
afflicting operations. It iiras at the suggestion of Greneral 
Knox, and with the acquiescence of the Commander ui 
Chief, that an expedient was devised by which a hope is 
entertained that their long cherished friendship and social 
intercourse may be perpetuated, and that at future periods 
they may annually communicate, and revive a recollection of 
the bonds by which they were connected. It was on the 
10th day of May, 1783, when the officers held their first 
meeting, at which the Baron Steuben, the senior officer, 
presided, that Major General Knox, Brigadier General 
Hand, Brigadier General Huntington, and Captain Shaw, 
were chosen to revise the proposals for the institution, and 
prepare a copy to be laid before the next meeting, at Baroo 
Steuben's quarters, on the ISth, when the plan for establish- 
ing a society was accepted, and is as follows — 

^^ It having pleased the Supreme Governor of the Uni' 
verse, in the disposition of human afiairs, to cause the sepa- 
ration of the Colonies of North America from the domina- 
tion of Great Britain, and after a bloody conflict of eight 
years, to establish them Free, Independent, and Sovereign 
States, connected by alliances, founded on reciprocal advan- 
tages, with some of the greatest princes and powers of the 
earth. 

'^ To perpetuate, therefore, as well the remembrance of 
this vast event, as the mutual friendships which have been 
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formed, under the pressure of common danger, and b many 
instances cemented by the blood of the parties, the officers 
of the American army do hereby in the most solemn manner, 
associate, constitute and combine themselves into one Soci- 
ety of Friends, to endure so long as they shall endure, or 
any of their eldest male posterity, and in failure thereof, 
the collateral branches, who may be judged worthy of be- 
coming its supporters and members. 

^^ The omcers of -the American army having generally 
been taken from the citizens of America, possess high vene- 
ration for the character of that illustrious Roman, Lucius 
QuiNTius CiNciNNATus, and being resolved to follow his 
example, by returning to their citizenship, they think they 
may with propriety denominate themselves the 

SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI. 

^< The following principles shall be immutable, and foriB 
the basis of the Society of the Cincinnati. 

^' An incessant altcmtion to preserve inviolate thoae exalt- 
ed rights and liberties of human nature, for which they have 
fought and bled, and without which the higfi rank of a ration* 
al ^ii^ is a curse initead of a blessing. 

<^ An unalterable determination to promote and cherish^ 
between the respective states, that union and national honor, 
so essentially necessary to their happiness, and the future 
dignity of the American empire. 

^^To reiser permanent the cordial affection subsisting 
among the officers, this spirit will dictate brotherly kindness 
hi all things, and par ticularljr extend to the most substantial 
acts of beneficence, accordmg to the ability of the society, 
towardi those officers and their families, who unfortunately 
may be under the necessity of receiving it. 

^'The general society will, for the sake of frequent 
Qommunications, be divided into state societies, and these 
again into such districts as shall be directed by the state 
society. 

<^ The societies of the districts to meet as often as shall 
be agreed on by the state society ; those of the state on the 
4th day of July, annually, or oftener if they shall find it ex«- 
pedient ; and the general society on the first Monday 'vo, 
May, annually, so long as they shall deem it necessary, and 
afterwards, at least once in every three years^ 
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^< At each meeting, the principles of the institution wilt 
be fully coosidered, and the best measures to promote them 
adopted. 

<^ The state societies to have a president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer, and assistant treasurer, to be chosen 
annually by a majority of votes, at the state meeting. 

^' In order to form funds which may be respectuile, and 
assist the unfortunate, each officer shall deliver to the trea- 
surer of the state society, one month's pay, which shall re- 
Bsaitt forever, to the use of the state society ; the interest 
only of which, if necessaiy, to be appropriated to the relief 
of the unfortunate. 

^* The society shall have an order, by which its mem- 
bers shall be known and distinguished, which shall be a 
medal of gold, of a prefer size to receive the emblems, 
and be suspended by a deep blue ribbon, two inches wide,, 
edged with white, descriptive of the union of America and 
France." 



Excellency General Washington officiated as presi'- 
dent of the general society from its institution, in 1 789, till 
his death, as did Major General B. Lmooln of the society of 
Massachusetts. Since his demise, in ISIO, Governor Brooks 
has been annually elected president. Some aUempts were 
made at the first general meeting in 1784, to alter the con- 
stitution of the society, in order that the hereditary succes* 
sion of the members should be done away, without substitut- 
ing any means of perpetuating the existence of the society. 
But a majority of the state societies did not approve this 
change, and the institution remains as it was originallj adopt- 
ed in 178S. The society of Massachusetts was incorporated 
by the legislature in the year 1806, and their by-laws pro- 
vide that persons who claim admission as members in right 
of succession to a deceased member shall be the oldest male 
heirs, or collateral branches not under twenty-one years of 
age* He must make his application to the standing commit- 
tee in writing, and will be voted in by ballot. 

In December, 1783, the officers of the army being appre- 
hensive that they should be disbanded before their accounts 
should be liquidated and the engagements of government 
complied with, resolved to memorialize Congress on the 
subject, and Major General McDougall, Colonel Ogden and 
Colonel Brooks, were deputed as a committee to wait on 
that honorable body, requesting their attention to the di§- 
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tresses under which the army labored, and to solicit pay- 
ment of the money actually due to the army, and security 
for the commutation of half pay, stipulated by the resolve of 
October, 1780, for a sum in gross, which they conceive 
would be less objectionable than the half pay establishment* 
Subsequent to this proceeding, a report was circulated in 
camp, that Congress did not mean to comply with their re- 
solves respectine half pay, &c. This operated very power- 
fully on the rainas of the officers of the army, and occasioned 
them to forward an address to Congress, in behalf of them- 
selves, and their brethren, the soldiers. They asked for a 
supply of m<Hiey, to be forwarded immediately to the army^ 
for a settlement of the accounts of arreari^es of pay, and 
security for what is due ; for a commutation of half for fuU 
pay for a certain number of years, or for a sum in gross, as 
should be agreed on ; for a settlement of accounts, for defi* 
ciencies of rations and compensations, and of the deficiencies 
of clothing and compensations. They conclude their address 
in these words ; ^^ The pressure of evils and injuries in the 
course of seven long years, have made their condition, in 
many instances, wretched ; they therefore entreat that Con- 
gress, to convince the army, and the world, that the Inde- 
pendence of America shall not be placed on the ruin of any 
particular class of citizens, will point out a mode for imme- 
diate redress ; and that the disabled officers and soldiers, 
with the widows and orphans of those who have lost or may 
lose their lives in the service of their country, may be in- 
cluded, and that some mode be pointed out, for the event- 
ual payment of those soldiers, who are the subjects of the 
resolution of Congress of the 15th of May, 1778." In 
consequence of this address. Congress passed the following 
resolves, namely ; — 

^' That the superintendent of finance be directed, conform- 
ably to the measures already taken for that purpose, so soon 
as the state of the public finances will permit, to make such 
payment, and in such manner as he shall think proper, till the 
further order of Congress. 

^' With respect to the second article of the address, the 
settlement of accounts of the arrearages of pay, that the 
several states be called on to complete, without delay, the 
settlements with their respective lines of the army, up to 
the first day of August, 1780 ; and that the superintendent 
of finance take such measures, as shall appear to him most 
proper for effecting the settlement from this period. That 
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the troops of the United States, in common with all creditors 
of the same, have an undoubted right to expect security, 
for what shall be found due, and Congress will make every 
effort in their power, to obtain from the respective states 
substantia] funds, adequate to the object of funding the whole 
debt of the United States, and will enter on an immediate 
and full consideration of the nature of such funds, and the 
most likely mode of obtaining them.'^ 

The remainder of the report of the committee, on the sub- 
ject of the address was referred to a committee of five. 

General McDougall and Colonel Ogden in a letter to Gen- 
eral Knox, made known to the army their success ; and Col- 
onel Brooks returned to camp, to inform them, verbally, of 
the prospect of commutation, or of obtaining an equivalent 
for half pay, which they had proposed in their address. 
General Mc Dougall continued at Congress on the army 
business, while the impression of the report which occasion- 
ed the address to Congress, however false, remained on the 
minds of some officers ; notwithstanding Congress were do* 
ing all that the circumstances of the states would admit, to 
relieve and satisfy the army. 

March lOth. — In the midst of this perturbed state of af- 
fairs in camp, and while the day of final separation was sup- 
posed to be near at hand, the following anonymous letter, 
calculated to exasperate the passions of the moment, was 
privately circulated. 

<< TO THE OFFICERS OF THE ARMT. 

^' Gentlemen, — A fellow soldier whose interest and af- 
fections bind him strongly to you, whose past sufferings have 
been as great, and whose future fortune may be as desperate, 
as yours — would beg leave to address you. 

'^ Age has its claims, and rank is not without its preten- 
sions to advise ; but, though unsupported by both, he flatters 
himself, that the plain language of sincerity and experience 
will neither be uidieard nor unregarded. 

^^ Like many of you he loved private life, and left it with 
regret. He left it, determined to retire from the field, with 
the necessity that called him to it, and not till then — ^not till 
the enemies of his country, the slaves of power, and the hire- 
lings of injustice, were compelled to abandon their schemes, 
and acknowledge America as terrible in arms, as she had 
been humble in remonstrance. With this object in view, he 
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bas loqg slutr^ k jmu toils aad mingled in yoor dangers.*— 
He bas felt the cdd hand of pererty without a murmur, and 
bas seen the insolence of wealth without a sigh. But, too much 
under the direction of his wishes, and sometimes weak enough 
to mistake desire for opinion, he has till lately-^very lately, 
believed in the justice of his country. He hc^ed, that as the 
clouds of adversity scattered, and as the sunshine of peace 
and better fortune broke in on us, the coldness and severity 
of government would relax, and that more than justice, that 
gratitude would blaze forth on those hands whioh had up* 
held her in the darkest stages of her passage from impending 
servitude to acknowledged Independence. But faith has its 
limits, as well as temper, and there are points beyond which 
neither can be stretched, without sinking into cowardice, or 
plui^jng into credulity. — ^This, my frieikki, I conceive to be 
jrour situation, — hurried to the very edge of both, another 
step would ruin you forever. — To be tame and unprovoked 
when injuries oresshard on you, is more than weakness ; but 
to look up for kinder usage, without one manly effort of your 
own, would fix your character, and show the world how 
richly you deserve those chains you broke. To guard against 
this evil, let us take a review of the ground on which we 
now staiul, and thence carry our thoughts forward for a mo* 
ment into the unexplored field of experiment. 

^^ After a pursuit of seven long years, the object for whidi 
we set out is at length brought within our reach — yes, my 
friends, that suffering courage of yours was active once, — it 
has conducted the United States of America through a doubt- 
ful and bloody war. It has placed her in the cbair of inde- 
pendency, and peace returns again to bless — who ? A coun- 
try willing to redress your wroQgs, cherish your worth and 
reward your services i A country courting your return to 
private life, with tears of gratitude, and smiles of admira- 
tion, longing to divide with you that independency which your 
gallantry has given, and those riches which your wounds have 
preserved ? Is this the case ? or is it rather a country that 
tramples on your rights, disdains your cries, and insults your 
distresses ? Have you not more than once suggested your 
wishes, and made known your wants to Congress ? wants and 
wishes which gratitude and policy should have anticipated 
rather than evaded ; and have you not lately in the meet; 
language of entreating memorials, begged from their justice» 
what you could no longer expect from their favor ? How 
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have ?o|i been ansverad ? Let the letter which you are 
called to consider tomorrow repljr. 

^^ If tbii then be your treatiaeot, while the swords you 
wear ar^ necessary for the defence of America, what have 
you to expect frpm peace, when your voice shall sink, and 
your fitreii^th dissipate by divison ? when those very swords, 
the jinstrumepts and companions of your glory, shall be taken 
fr^Mn your sides, and no remaining mark of military distinc- 
tion be left but your wimts, infirmities and ^cars ? Can you 
tb^ld consent to be the only sufferers by this revolution, and 
retiring from the fields grow old in poverty, wretchedness 
and contempt ? Can you ^opseat to wade through the vile 
liMire of dependency, and owe the miserable remnant of that 
life to charity, which has hitherto been spent in honor ? If 
yeu cao'^— go — and carry with you the jest of tories and the 
«cotrp of wl^s — ^the ridicule, and what is worse, the pity of 
the world. Go, starve, and be forgotten ! But if your spirit 
should revolt at this ; if you have sense enough to discover, 
And spirit enough to oppose, tyranny, under whatever garb it 
•m^y assume ; whether it be the plain coat of republicanism, 
or the splendid robe of royalty ; if you have not yet learned 
to discximinate between a people and a cause, between men 
and principles — awake ; attend to your situation, and redress 
yourselves. If the present moment be lost, every future ef- 
iort is in vain ; and your threats ^hen, wiJl be as empty as 
your entreaties now. 

^' I ^ould advise you, therefore, to come to some fipal 
opinion on what you can bear, and what you will suffer, (f 
your determination be in any proportion to your wrongs, 
.carry your appeal from the justice, to the fears of govern- 
ment. Change the milk and water style of your last memo- 
rial ; assume a bolder tone— decent, but lively, spirited and 
determined, and suspect the man who would advise to more 
ippderatlon and longer forbearance. Let two or three men 
who can feel as well as write, be appointed to draw up your 
hut remonstrance ; for I would no longer give it the suing, 
soft, unsuccessful epithet of memorial. Let it be represent- 
ed in :language that will neither dishonor you by its rudeness, 
nor betray you by its fears, what has been promised by Con- 
gress, and what has been performed— 4ow long and how 
patiently you have suiTered — ^how little vou have asked, and 
how mudi of that little has been denied. Tell them, that, 
though you w^re the first, and would wish to be the .last to 
encounter danger, though despair itself can never drive you 
41 
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into dishonor, it may drive you from the field ; that the 
wound often irritated, and never healed, may at length be- 
come incurable ; and that the slightest mark of indignity 
from Congress now, must operate like the grave, and part 
you forever ; that in any political event, the army has its 
alternative. If peace, that nothing shall separate you from 
your arms but death ; if war, that, courting the auspices, 
and inviting the directions of your illustrious leader, you 
will retire to some unsettled country, smile in your turn, and 
^ mock when their fear cometh.' But let it represent also, 
that should they comply with the request of your late me- 
morial, it would make you more happy, and them more res- 
{»ectable. That while war should continue, you would fol- 
ow their standard into the field, and when it came to an end 
you would withdraw into the shade of private life, and give 
the world another subject of wonder and applause ; an army 
victorious over its enemies — ^victorious over itself.*' 

Alarmed and distressed with this vile attempt to stimulate 
the army to rash and dangerous proceedings, the Commander 
m Chiei noticed in general orders the anonymous address 
with his pointed disapprobation, and with the view of coun- 
teracting its effects, requested that the general and field 
ofiicers, and one from each company, and a proper represent- 
ation from the staff of the army, would assemble on the 
15th instant, to hear the report of the committee deputed 
by the army to Congress. The next day a second anony- 
mous paper from the same pen appeared as follows. *^ Till 
now, the Commander in Chief has regarded the steps you 
have taken for redress with good wishes alone ; his ostensi- 
ble silence has authorized your meetings, and his private 
opinion sanctioned your claims. Had he disliked the object 
in view, would not the same sense of duty which forbade 
you from meeting on the third day of the week, have forbid- 
den you from meeting on the seventh ? Is not the same 
subject held up for your discussion ? and has it not passed 
the seal of office, and taken all the solemnity of an order f 
this will give system to your proceedings, and stability to 
your resolves. It will ripen speculation into fact, and while 
it adds to the unanimity, it cannot possibly lessen the inde- 
pendency of your sentiments. It may be necessary to add 
on this subject, that, from the injunction with which the gen- 
eral orders close, every man is at liberty to conclude that 
the report to be made to head quarters is intended for Con- 
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gress. Hence will arise another motive for that energy 
which has been recommended ; for, can you give the lie to 
the pathetic descriptions, and the more alarming predictions 
of our friends."* 

On the 15th instant, the conrention of officers assembled, 
and General Gates presided. The Commander in Chief 
delivered to them the following very interesting and feeling 
address. 

'^Gentlemen, — By an anonymous summons an attempt 
has been made to convene you together. How inconsistent 
with the rules of propriety, how unmilitary, and how sub- 
versive of all order and discipline, let the good sense of the 
army decide. 

^^ In the moment of this summons, another anonymous pro* 
duction was sent into circulation, addressed more to the feel- 
ings and passions than to the judgment of the army. The 
author of the piece is entitled to much credit for the good- 
ness of his pen ; and I could wish he had as much credit 
for the rectitude of his heart ; for, as men see through dif- 
ferent optics, and are induced by the reflecting faculties of 
the mind, to use different means to attain the same end, the 
author of the address should have had more charity than to 
' mark for suspicion the man who should recommend mod- 
eration and longer forbearance ;' or, in other words, who 
should not think as he thinks, and act as he advises. But he 
had another plan in view, in which candor and liberality of 
sentiment, regard to justice and love of country, have no 
part ; and he was right to insinuate the darkest suspicion 



* With respect to the author of the Newburgh uionymous letters, suspicion has 
ever rested on John Ann8tr<mg, who at the time of their appearance was a Major 
in the army, and for some time aid de camp to Major General Gates. Though 
many circumstances conspired to fix thlr suspicion on Major Armstrong and a few 
confederates* the real fact has never been established till recently. In his review 
of Judge Johnson's life of General Green, in the United States Mamine, printed 
in New Tork, in January 1823, General Armstrong has announced nimself to be 
the author of these notorious letters. In justification of his motives he maintains 
<' that they were written by himself at the solicitations of his friends* as the chosen 
organ to express the sentiments of the officers of the army, and were only an Aoi»- 
ett and manly , though perhaps an indiscreet endeavor to wmport pubUe eredit and 
do justice to a long suffiuring, patient, and gallant soldiery." In the same publicar 
tion. General Armstrong has thought proper to risk his reputation on the bold and 
unqualified assertion, that the tlander propag^ed and believed for half a century. 
Chat two distinguished officers of the revolution had conspired to put down the Com- 
mander in Chief, is an unpudetU and vile faUekood from beginning to end. The 
young reader who may not be apprized of the circumstances on which the evidence 
of this conspiracy rests, is referred to the biography of Generals Lee, Gates and 
.Conway, in the Appendix. 
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to effect the blackest design. That the aMress was drawd 
tvith gr^at art, and is designed to anstver thd most insidious 
purposes ; that it is calculated to impress the mind with an 
idea of premeditated injustice in the sovereign power of the 
United States, and rouse all those resentments, which must 
unavoidably flow from such a belief ; that the secret mover 
of this scheme, whoever he may be, intended to take advan- 
tage of the passions, while they were warmed by the recol- 
lection of past distresses, without giving time for cool, de- 
liberative thinking, and that composure of mind wHich is so 
necessary to give dignity and stability to measures, is ren- 
dered too obvious, by the mode of conducting the business, 
to need other proof than a reference to the proceedings. 

^^ Thus much, gentlemen, I have thought it incumbent ott 
me to observe to you to show on what principles I opposed 
the irregular and hasty meeting which was proposed to have 
been held on Tuesday last, and not beca\ise I wanted a dis^ 
position to give you every opportunity, consistently with your 
own honor, and the dignity of the army, to make known your 
grievances. If my conduct heretofore has not evinced to 
you, that I have been a faithful friend to the army, my de- 
claration of it at this time would be equally unavailing and 
improper. But as I was among the first who embarked in 
the cause of our common country ; as I have never left youf 
side one moment, but when called from you on public duty ; 
as I have been the constant companion and witness of your 
distresses, and not among the last to feel and acknowledge 
your merits ; as I have ever considered my own military 
reputation as inseparably connected with that of the army ; 
as my heart has ever expanded with joy when I have heard its 
praises, and my indignation has arisen when the mouth of de- 
traction has been opened against it ; it can scarcely be suppose 
ed at this last stage of the war, that I am indifferent to its in- 
terests. But how ai*e they to be promoted ? The way is 
plain, says the anonymous addresser ! ^ If war continues, re- 
move into the unsettled country ; there establish yourselves, 
and leave an ui^ateful country to def^md itself !' But who 
are they to defend ? our wives, our children, our farms and 
other property which we leave behmd us ? or in this state of 
hostile separation, are we to take the two first, the Rtter can- 
not be removed, to perish in a wilderness, with hui^r, cold 
and nakedness ? 

y ^ If peace takes place, never sheath your swords,' says he, 
' till you have obtained full and ample justice.' Thk dreadful 
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aitematiye of eitlier deserting ourcottniry in the extremert hour 
of her distress, or tuming our arms against it, which is the 
apparent object, unless Congress can be compeUed into instant 
compliance, has something so shockii^ in it, that humanity re- 
volts at the idea. My God ! what can this writer have in 
view, by recommending such measures ? Can he be a friend 
to the army ? Can he be a friend to his country ? rather, is 
he not an insidious foe ; some emissary, perhaps, from New 
York, piottii^ the ruin of both, by sowing the seeds of discord 
and separation between the civil and military powers of the 
continent ? And what a compliment does he pay our under- 
standii^, when he recommends measures, in either aitematiye, 
impracticable in their nature ? But here, gentlemen, I will 
drop the curtain, because it would be as imprudent in me to 
assign my reasons for this opinion, as it would be in£ulting to 
your conception to suppose you stood in need of them. A mo* 
ment's reflection will convmce every dispassionate mind of the 
physical impossibility of carrying either proposal into execution. 
There might, gentlemen, be an impropriety in my taking notice, 
in this address to you, of an anonymous production ; but the 
Inanner in which this performance has been introduced to the 
army ; the effect it was intended to have, together with some 
other circumstances, will amply justify my observations on the 
tendency of this writing. 

^' With respect to the advice given by the author, to suspect 
the man who shall recommend moderate measures and longer 
ferbearance, I spurn it, as every man who regards that liberty 
and reveres that justice for which we contend, undoubtedl? 
teust ; for if men are to be precluded from offering their senti- 
ments on a matter which may involve the most serious and 
alarming consequences that can invite the consideration of man* 
kind, reason is of no use to us. The freedom of speech may be 
taken away, and dumb and silent, we may be led, \ike sheep to 
the slaughter. I cannot in justice to my own belief, and what 
I have great reason to conceive is the intention of Congress, 
conclude this address, without giving it as my decided opinion, 
that that honorable body entertain exdted sentiments of the 
services of the army, and from a foil conviction of its merits 
and sufferings, will do it complete justice. That their endeav- 
ors to discover and establish funds for this purpose have been 
unwearied, tad will not cease till they have succeeded, I have 
not a doubt. 

^^ But like all other large bodies, where there is a variety 
ef different interests to reconcile, their determinations are slow. 
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Why, ibexky Aould we distnist them ? and in coDseqaeDce of this 
distrust, adopt measures which may cast a shade over that glory 
which has been so justly acquired, and tarnish the reputati(m of 
an army which is celebrated through all Europe for its forti- 
tude and patriotism ? And for what is this done ? to bring the 
object we seek nearer ? No, most certainly in my opinion, it 
will cast it at a greater distance. For myself, and I take no 
merit in giving the assurance, being mduced to it from princi- 
ples of gratitude, veracity, and justice, and a grateful sense of 
the confidence you have ever placed in me, a recollection of 
the cheerful assistance and prompt obedience I have experienced 
from you, under every vicissitude of fortune, and the sincere 
affection I feel for an army I have so long had the honor to 
command, will oblige me.to declare in this public and solenm 
manner, that in the attainment of complete justice for all your 
toils and dangers, and in the gratification of every wish so far 
as may be done consistently with the great duty I owe my 
country, and those powers we are bound to respect, you may 
freely coumiand my services to the utmost extent of my abili- 
ties. 

'^ While I give you these assurances, and pledge myself in 
the most unequivocal manner, to exert whatever abilities I 
am possessed of in your favor, let me entreat you, gentlemen, 
on your part, not to take any measures, which viewed in the 
calm light of reason, will lessen the dignity, and sully the 
glory you have hitherto maintained. Let me request you 
to rely on the plighted faith of your country, and place a full 
confidence in tne purity of the intentions of Congress ; that, 
previous to your aissolution as an army, they will cause all 
your accounts to be fairly liquidated as directed in the reso- 
lutions which were published to you two days ago ; and that 
they will adopt the most effectual measures in their power 
to render ample justice to you for your faithful and meritori- 
ous services. And let me conjure you in the name of our 
common country, as you value your own sacred honor ; as 
you respect the rights of humanity ; and as you regard the 
military and national character of America ; to express your 
utmost horror and detestation of the man, who wishes, under 
any specious pretences, to overturn the liberties of our coun- 
try ; and who wickedly attempts to open the flood gates of 
civil discord, and deluge our rising empire in blood. 

^^ By thus determining, and thus acting, you will pursue 
the plain and direct road to the attainment of your wishes; 
you will defeat the insidious designs of our enemies, who are 



REVOLUTIONART ANNALS, 1783« S39 

compelled to resort from open force to secret artifice. You 
will give one more distinguished proof of unexampled patriot- 
ism and patient virtue, rising superior to the pressure of the 
most complicated sufferings ; and you will, by the dignity of 
your conduct, afford occasion for posterity to say, when speak- 
ing of the glorious example you have exhibited to mankind — 
had this day been wanting, the world had never seen the last 
stage of perfection to which human nature is capable of at- 
taining." 

Having finished his incomparable and very efficacious ad- 
dress, his Excellency withdrew and the convention unani- 
mously resolved to present him their thanks, and that he be 
assured ^^ that the officers reciprocate his affectionate ex^ 
pressions with the greatest sincerity of which the human 
heart is capable*" After which, General Knox, Colonel 
Brooks, and Captain Howard were appointed a committee 
to prepare resolutions expressive of the busmess of the con- 
vention, and to report in half an hour. They reported, and 
the convention ^^ Resolved unanimously, that, at the com- 
mencement of the present war, the officers of the American 
army en^ged in the service of their country from the purest 
love and attachment to the rights and liberties of human 
nature ; which motives still exist in the highest degree ; and 
that no circumstance of distress or danger shall induce a con- 
duct that may tend to sully the reputation and glory which 
they have acquired, at the price of their blood and eight 
years' faithful services. 

^^ Resolved unanimously, that the army continue to have 
an unshaken confidence in ihe justice of Congress and their 
country, and are fully convinced that the representatives of 
America will not disband or disperse the army till their ac- 
counts are liquidated, the balances accurately ascertained, 
and adequate funds established for payment ; and in this ar- 
rangement, the officers expect that the half pay, or a com- 
mutation for it, should be efficaciously comprehended. 

*^ Resolved unanimously, that his Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief, be requested to write to his Excelleicy the 
President of Congress, earnestly entreating the most speedy 
decision of that honorable body on the subject of our late ad- 
dress, which was forwarded by a committee of the army, 
some of whom are waiting on Congress for the result. In 
the alternative of peace or war, this event would be highly 
satisfactory, and would produce immediate tranquillity in the 
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minds of the army, and prevent any further machlnttionfl of 
designing men, to sow discord between the ctvil and military 
powers of the United States. 

'' On motion, resolved unanimously, that the officers of 
the American army view with abhorrence, and reject with 
disdain, the infamous propositions contained in a late anony- 
mous address to the omcera of the army, and resent with in* 
di|;nation the secret attempts of fiome unknown persons to 
collect the officers together, in a manner totally subversive 
of all discipline and good order. 

^^ Resolved unanimously, that the thanlcs of the officers of 
the army be giv^ to the committee who presented to Con- 

Sre«s tlie late address of tke army, for the wisdom and pru- 
ence with which they have conducted that business ; and 
that a copy of the proceedings of this day be transmitted by 
the president to Major General McDougall ; and that b^ be 
requested to continue bis solicitations at Congress, till the 
objects of his mission are accomplished." 

The result of the foregoiitf proceedings was, by the Com- 
mander in Chief, transmitted to Congress, accompwied by 
an impressive letter, of whidi the following is an extract. 
^'That in the critical and perilous moment when the last 
mentioned communication was made, there was the utmost 
danger that a dissolution of the army would have taken place, 
unless measures similar to those recommended had beev 
adopted, will not admit of a doubt. That the adoption of ihe 
resolution granting half pay for life has been attended with 
all the happy consequences I had foretold, so far as respect- 
ed the good of the service, let the astonishing contrast be- 
tween the state of the army at this instant, and at the for- 
mer period determine. 

*^ And that the establishment of funds, and security of the 
payment of all the just demands of the army will be the most 
certain means of preserving the national faith and future tran- 

auilfity of this extensive ciHitinait, is my decided opinion. By 
le pieceding remarks, it will readily be imagined, that instead 
of reti*acting and reprehending, from further experience and 
reflection, the mode of compensation so strenuously urged in 
the enclosures, I am more and more confirmed in the sentiment, 
and if in the wrong, suffer me to please myself with the grater 
ful delusion. For if^ besides the simple payment of their 
wages, a further compensation is not due to the sufferings and 
sacrifices of the officers, then have I been mistaken indeed. If 
the wholo army have not merited whatever a grateful people 
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can bestow, then have I been beguiled by prejudice, and built 
opinion on the basis of error. If this country should not in the 
event perform every thing which has been requested in the late 
memorials to Congress, then will my belief become vain^ and 
the hope that has been excited void of foundation. And if, as 
has been suggested for the purpose of inflaming their passions, 
the officers of the army are to be the only sufferers by this rev- 
olution, if, retiring from the field, they are to grow old in pov- 
erty, wretchedness, and contempt ; if they are to wade through 
the vile mire of dependency, and owe the miserable remnant of 
that life to charity, which has hitherto been spent in honor, then 
shall I have learned what ingratitude is, then shall I have real- 
ized a tale which will embitter every moment of my future 
life. But I am under no such apprehensions ; a country rescued 
by their arms from impending ruin, will never leave unpaid 
the debt of gratitude. G. Washington." 

March 22d, — Congress at length came to the following res- 
olutions ; — 

^^ Whereas the officers of the several lines under the imme- 
diate command of his Excellency General Washington, did by 
their late memorial transmitted, represent to Congress, that the 
half pay granted by sundry resolutions was regarded in an un- 
favorable light by the citizens of some of the states, who would 
prefer a compensation for a limited term of years, or by a sum 
m gross, to an establishment for life ; and did, on this account, 
solicit a commutation of their half pay for an equivalent, in one 
of the modes abovementioned, in order to remove all subjects 
of dissatisfaction from the minds of their fellow citizens : And 
whereas Congress are desirous, as well of gratifying tlie reason- 
able expectations of the officers of the army, as of removing all 
objections which may exist in any part of the United States to 
the principles of the half pay establishment, for which the faith 
of the United States has been pledged ; ijersuaded that these 
objections can only arise from the nature of the compensation, 
not from any indisposition to compensate those whose services, 
sacrifices, and sufferings, have so justly a title to the approbation 
and rewards of their country : 

" Therefore resolved, that such officers as are now in ser- 
vice, and shall continue therein to the end of the war shall be 
entitled to receive the amount of five years' full pay in money, 
or securities on interest at six per cent, per annum, as Congress 
shall find most convenient, intead of the half pay promised for 
life, by the resolutiimof the 21st day of October, 1780, the 
42 
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said seeiirities to be such, as shall be giren to the creditore of 
the United States. Provided that it be at the option of th^ 
Knes of the respective states, to accept or refuse the same. 
And provided also, that their election shall be signified to Con* 
V^ gress, through the Commander in Chief, from the lines under 
his immediate command within two months ; and through the 
commanding officer of the southern army, from those under his 
command, within six months, from the date of this resolution. 

'^ That the same computation shall extend to (he corps not 
belonging to the lines of particular states, and who are entitled 
to half pay for life as aforesaid ; the acceptance or refusal to 
be determined by corps, and to be signified in the manner, and 
within the same time as abovementioned. 

^^ That all officers belonging to the hospital department, who 
are entitled to half pay by the resolution of the 1 7th day of 
January, 1781, may collectively agree to accept, or refuse the 
aforesaid commutation, signifying the same through the Com- 
mander in Chief, within six months from this time. 

^^ That such officers as have retired at different periods, en* 
titled to half pay for life, may collectively in each state, in 
which they are iidiabitants, accept or refuse the same ; their 
acceptation or refusal to be signified by agents, atithorized for 
this purpose, within six months from this period. That with 
respect to such retiring officers, the commutation, if accepted 
bv them, shall be in lieu of whatever ma^ be now due to them, 
smce the time of their retiring from service, as well as of what 
might hereafter become due, and that as soon as their accept- 
ance shall be signified, the superintendent of finance be, and he 
is hereby, directed to take measures for the settlement of their 
accounts accordingly, and to issue to them certificates bearing 
ititerest at six per cent. 

'^ That all officers entitled to half pay for life, not in- 
cluded in the preceding resolution, may also collectively 
agree to accept or refuse the aforesaid commutation, signi- 
fying the same within six months from this time.'' 

^pril 18fA. — The Commander in Chief thus addressed the 
army on th^ cessation of hostilities : 

^' The Commander in Chief orders the cessation of hosti- 
lities, between the United States of America and the King 
of Great Britain, to be publicly proclaimed tomorrow at 
twelve o'clock, at the New Building ; and that the procla- 
mation which will be communicated herewith, be read to- 
morrow evening, at the head of every regiment and corps 
of the army ; siler which, the chaplains, with the several 
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brigades, will render thanks to Almighty God for all his mer- 
cies, particularly for bis overrulbg the wrath of man to bis 
own glory, and causing the rage of war to cease among 
the nations." 

Though the proclamation before alluded to, extends only 
to the prohibition of hostilities, and not to the annunciation 
of a general peace, yet it must afford the most rational and 
sincere satisfaction to every benevolent mind, as it puts a 
period to a long and doubtful contest — stops the effusion of 
Luman blood — opens the prospect to a more splendid scen^ 
•—and, like another morning star, promises the approach of a 
brighter day than has hitherto illuminated this western hemis- 
phere ! On such a happy day — a day which is the harbinger 
of peace — a day which completes the eighth year of the war, 
it would be ingratitude not to rejoice ; it would be insensibi- 
lity not to participate in the general felicity. 

^' The Commander in Chief, far from endeavouring to 
stifle the feelings of joy in his own bosom, offers his most 
cordial congratulations on the occasion, to all the officers of 
every denomination — to all the troops of the Uqited States 
in general, and in particular to those gallant and persevering 
men who had resolved to defend the rights of their invaded 
country so long as the war should continue ; for these are 
the men who ought to be considered as the pride and boast 
of the American army, and who, crowned with well earned 
laurels, may soon withdraw from the field of glory, to the 
more tranquil walks of civil life. 

^' While the general recollects the almost infinite variety 
of scenes through which we have passed with a mixture of 
pleasure, astonishment, and gratitude — while he contem- 
plates the prospects before us with rapture, — ^he cannot help 
wishing that all the brave men, of whatever condition they 
may be, who have shared in the toils and dangers of effecting 
this glorious revolution, of rescuing millions from the hand 
of oppression, and of laymg the foundation of a great empire, 
might be impressed with a proper idea of the dignified pavt 
they have been called to act, under the smiles of Providence, 
ion the stage of human affairs ; for happy, thrice happy, shall 
they be pronounced hereafter, who have contributed any 
thing, who have performed the meanest office in erecting this 
stupendous fcibric of Freedom and Empirey on the broad basis 
of independency ; who have assisted in protecting the rights 
of human nature, and establishing an asylum for the poor and 
oppressed of all nations and religions. 
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'^ The glorious task for which we first flew to arms, being 
thus accomplished, — ^the liberties of our country being fully 
acknowledged and firmly secured, by the smiles of Heaven 
on the purity of our cause, and the honest exertions of a fee- 
ble people, determined to be free, against a powerful nation 
disposed to oppress them ; and the character of those who 
have persevered through every extremity of hardship, suf- 
fering, and danger, being immortalized by the illustrious ap- 
pellation of the Patriot Jlmiy^ — nothing now remains but for 
the actors of this mighty scene to preserve a perfect, unvary- 
ing consistency of character through the very last act ; to 
close the drama with applause; and to retire from the military 
theatre with the same approbation of angels and men, which 
have crowned all their former virtuous actions. 

"For this purpose, no disorder or licentiousness must be 
tolerated ; every considerate and well disposed soldier must 
remember it will be absolutely necessary to wait with pa- 
tience, till peace shall be declared, or Congress shall be en- 
abled to take proper measures for the security of the public 
stores, &c. So soon as these arrangements shall be made, 
the general is confident there will be no delay in discharging 
with every mark of distinction and honor, all the men enlisted 
for the war, who will then have faithfully performed their 
engagements with the public. The general has already in- 
terested himself in their behalf ; and he thinks he need not 
repeat the assurances of his disposition to be useful to them 
on the present, and every other proper occasion. In the 
mean time, he is determined, that no military neglects or 
excesses shall go unpunished, while he retains the command 
of the army. 

" The adjutant general will have such working parties 
detailed to assist in making the preparation for a general re* 
joicing as the chief engineer, with the army, shall call for ; 
and the quarter master general will also furnish such mate- 
rials as he may want. The quarter master general will, 
without delay, procure such a number of discharges to be 
printed as will be suflSicient for all the men enlisted for the 
war ; he will please to apply to head quarters for the form. 

" An extra ration of liquor to be issued to every man to- 
marrmo^ to drink perpetual peace^ independence and happiness 
to the United States of America.^^ 

The oflicers of the army, by their committee, prepared 
the following address to the Commander in Chief; 
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^^ Sir, — It is difficult for us to express the regret we feel 
at being obliged again to solicit your Excellency's attention 
and patronage. Next to the anguish which the prospect of 
our own wretchedness excites in our breasts, is the pain 
which arises from the knowledge of your anxiety on account 
of those men who have been the sharers of your fortunes, 
and have had the honor of being your companions through the 
various vicissitudes of the war. Nothing therefore, but 
necessity, could induce us to such a representation which 
we know must give you concern. 

'^ Your Excellency has so intimate a knowledge of the 
condition of the army, as to render a particular delineation 
unnecessary. As you have been a witness of our sufferings 
during a war uncommon in its nature, and unparalleled in many 
circumstances attending it ; so you are now. Sir, no less a 
witness of the unequal burden which has fallen on us, from 
the want of that provision, to which, from our assiduous and 
unremitting services, we conceive we are entitled. Having 
recently expressed our sense of what was due to our distress; 
having repeated to your Excellency the confidence we had, 
that our accounts would be liquidated, the balances ascer- 
tained, and adequate funds provided for payment, previous 
to our being dispersed or disbanded ; having seen with plea- 
sure, the approbation which Congress gave our reliance, it is 
with a mixture of astonishment and chagrin that we view 
the late resolve of Congress, by which the soldiers for the 
war, and a proportionate number of officers, are to be fur- 
loughed without any one of those important objects being ac- 
complished ; and, to complete the scene of woe, are to be 
compelled to leave the army without the means of defraying 
the debts we have necessarily incurred in the course of ser- 
vice, or even of gratifying those menials in the pittance which 
is their due ; much less to carry with us that support and 
comfort to our families, of which, from our long military ser- 
vices they have been deprived. No less exposed to the in-' 
suits of the meanest followers of the army, than to the arrest 
of the sheriff — deprived of the ability to assist our families, 
and without an evidence that any thing is due to us for our 
services, and consequently without the least prospect of ob- 
taining credit for even a temporary subsistence, till we can 
get into business, — to what quarter can we look ? We take 
the liberty to say this. Sir, only to your Excellency ; and, 
from the sincerity of our hearts, we do it no less from a per- 
suasion of the efficacy of your further efforts in our favor, 
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tku f n» tbe kiad ttfwaacci jm tare bcqi jJ eifcJ to give 
mUjoar rapport. 

^* To joor E^Mcflcuqr, ttaa, we wukt ot ifipi nl, 
■M^ woiemn ^atama^ (rim thai abboncBoe cf 
jafiiitkr wbieh fint HHkattad oar ftrordi ; froBi the 
braaee of ttaeouBOB ihiyii Itaoi^ wUch we tate 
aad fnm the reeoUedaoi of thimt 9tiamdmg cvcbU, 
hare beai effrcted by our iiitfil cfbrts, — pcnait as to 
joor further aid^ aad to eatieat thai the order of the 2d 
foonded OB the act of CoBgreai of the 26th of May bet, anf ke 
tm^f^miei or raried m its operatka, so &r as that ao oficer or 
joidier be AUged to lecetre a Auioagb tiD thai hoaoraUe bodf 
eao be apprized of the wietdied siuiatka iato friach the army 
aiaft be plooged by a coaforanty to it ; that yoar EzoeDoicj 
will eodearor to pieraO oo Coagresa, — aay, tint oa the priaci* 
pka o( coaiaioo joslice, yoa wUl iofikt that aeither officer nor 
•oUier be compdled to leave the field till a liqiiidatioa of ac- 
coQJita can be effected, till the balaaces are ascertaioed, certifi- 
cates for the »oais doe, girea, ioclodiiig the coauaatatioD of 
half pay to the officers aad gratoity of eighty doUars to the 
soldiers ; aad till a supply of money can be fiiraiJied, safficieot 
to carry ns from the field of i^ory, with honor to oarselres and 
credit to oar coontiy. We still widi to beliere, that that 
country, to which we hare been so long devoted, will never look 
with indUference, on the distresses of those of her sons, who 
bare so esifentially contributed to the establishment of freedom, 
the security of prqierty, and the rearing of an empire. 

^^ In the name and bdialf of the generals and officers com- 
manding rq;iments and corps, in the cantonment on Hudson^s 
river, 

I have the honor to be, with the highest respect. 

Your Excellency's most obedient servant, 

W. Heath, Major General, Pruidefa. 

July 6thj 1783." 

To the foregoing address General Washington was pleased to 
make an affectionate reply, in which amoi^ other things he ob- 
serves, that as furloughs in all services are comidered as a mat- 
ter of indulgence and not of compulsion, — as Congress, he is 
persuaded, entertain the best disposition towards the army — 
and as be apprehends in a short time tlie two principal articles 
of complaint will be removed — ^he will not hesitate to comply 
with the wishes of the army with respect to furloughs, &c. 
He cannot but hope, he observes, that the notes will soon v^ 
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ri^e and that the settlement of accounts may be completed in 
a very few days. In the mean time he shall have the honor of 
laying the sentiments of Hbe generals and officers before Con- 
gress ; they are expressed m so decent, candid and affecting a 
manner, that he is certaul every mark of attention will be paid 
to them. In his letter to the President of Coi^ress enclosii^g 
the address of the officers, and his answer, his Excellency ob- 
serves, ^^ These enclosares will explain the distresses which 
resulted from the measures now carrying into execution, in con- 
sequence of the resolution of the 26th of May ; but the sensibil- 
ity, occasioned, by a parting scene, under such peculiar circum- 
stances, will not admit of description ! While I consider it a 
tribute of justice, on this occasion to mention the temperate 
and orderly behaviour of the whole army, and particularly the 
accommodating spirit of the officers in arranging themselves to 
the command of the battalions, which will be composed of the 
three years' men ; permit me to recall to mmd, all their for- 
mer sufferings and merits, and to recommend their reasonable 
request, to the early and favorable notice of Congress." 

I9th. — On the completion of eight years, from the memora- 
ble battle of Lexii^ton, the proclamation of the Congress for a 
cessation of hostilities, was published at the door of the public 
building, followed by three huzzas, after which, a prayer was 
offered to the Almighty Ruler of the world, by the Reverend 
Mr. Ganno, and an anUiem was performed, by voices and in- 
struments. 

On the 29th of June, about eighty new levy soldiers of the 
Pennsylvania line, who had been stationed at Lancaster, in de- 
fiance of their officers, marched to Philadelphia, to seek a re- 
dress of their supposed grievances, from the executive council 
of the state. They proceeded to the barracks in the city, 
where were quartered some other soldiers, who joined them, 
amounting to about three hundred in the whole. The day fol- 
lowing, these insurgent troops, with fixed bayonets, and drums 
beating, marched to the state house, the seat of Congress, and 
of the supreme executive council of Pennsylvania. They placed 
sentinels at every door, sent m a written message to the Presi- 
dent and council, and threatened to let loose an enraged soldiery 
on them, if they were not gratified as to their demands within 
twenty minutes. Though no other insult was offered to Con- 
gress, this duresse continued about three hours. 

Congress resolved Uiat the authority of the United States 
had been grossly insulted by the armed soldiers — ^that Uieir 
committee confer with the executive council, and that in case 
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it should appear to the committee, that there is do satisfactory 
ground for expecting adequate exertions, by the state of Penn- 
sylvania for supporting the dignity of the federal government, 
the President on the advice of the committee, should summon 
the members of Congress, to meet on Thursday the 26th at 
Trenton or Princeton, and that the secretary at war, should 
communicate to the Commander in Chief, the state and di.spo- 
sition of the mutineers, that he might take immediate measures 
for suppressing them. Ccmgress now found it expedient to 
separate and reassemble at Princeton. The Commander in 
Chief, on receiving information of this shameful outrage, in- 
stantly detached fifteen hundred men, under command of Major 
.Greneral Howe, to quell the mutiny and punish the moist guilty. 
Before his arrival, however, they had dispersed witliout blood- 
shed. A number were brought to trial, and two sentenced to 
suffer death, and four others to receive corporeal punishment. 
The Commander in Chief, on this occasion, addressed the Pres- 
ident of Congress, in the feelmg language which follows. — 
*' While I suffer the most poignant distress in observuig that a 
handful of men, contemptible in numbers, and equally so in 
point of service, if the veteran troops from the southward have 
not been seduced by their example, and who are not worthy to 
be called soldiers, should disgrace themselves and their country, 
as the Pennsylvania mutineers have done, by insulting the sove- 
reign authority of the United States, and that of their own ; I 
feel an inexpressible satisfaction, that even this behaviour can- 
not stain the name of the American soldiery. It cannot be im- 
putable to, or reflect dishonor on the army at large, but on the 
contrary, it will, by the strikmg contrast it exhibits, hold up 
to public view the other troops in the most advantageous point 
of light. On taking all the circumstances into consideration, I 
cannot sufficiently express my surprise and indignation, at the 
arrogance, the folly, and the wickedness of the mutineers ; nor 
can I sufficiently admire the fidelity, the bravery and patriot- 
ism, which must forever signalize the unsullied character of the 
other corps of our army. For when we consider that these 
Pennsylvania levies, who have now mutinied, are recruits, and 
soldiers of a day, who have not borne the heat and burden of 
the war, and who can have in reality very few hardships to com- 
plain of ; and when we at the same time recollect that those 
soldiers, who have lately been furloughed from this army, are 
the veterans, who have patiently endured hunger, nakedness, 
and cold ; who have suffered and bled without a murmur, and 
who, with perfect good order, have retired to their homes, 



without a Mttlemeofl of their accoonts, or a farthii^ of money 
b their pockets ; ive aball be as much astonished at the virtues 
of tke latter, as we are strack with horror and detestation at 
fhe procee^Bngs of the former ? and every candid mbd. witlfoiit 
indQlgnig ill gromided prejadices, will nndoubtedly make the 
primer dnscriminBtion. 

On the second ct November, 178S, General Washington 
issued his (hrewell orders to the armies of the United States. 
Having taken notice of the proclaaiation of Congress, of Oc- 
tober 18th, he said, ^' It only remains for the Commander in 
Chief to adiress himself once mere, and that for the fast timO) 
to the armies of the United States, however widely dispers* 
ed the individuals who composed them may be, and to bid 
them an aifectionate, a long farewell. But before the Coffl« 
mender in Chief takes his final leave of those he holds most 
dear, he wishes to indulge himself a few moments in calling 
to mind a slight review of the past. He will then take the 
IQierty of exploring with his militarv friends their future 

S respects, — of advising the general hue of conduct, which 
I his opinion, ought to be pursued, and he will conclude the 
address by expressing the obligations he feels himself under 
for the spirited and able assistance be has experienced from 
them, in the performance of an arduous office. 

^^ A contemplation of the complete attainment, at a period 
earlier than eould have been expected, of the object for 
which we contended, against so formidable a power, cannot 
but inspire us with astonishment and gratitude. The disad- 
vantageous circumstances on our part, under which the war 
was mdertaken, can never be forgotten. The signal inter- 
positions of Providence, in our feeble condition, were such 
as could scarcely escape the attention of the most unobserv- 
ing ; while the unparalleled perseverance of the armies of 
tl^ United States, through almost every possible suffering 
and discouragement, for the space of eigbt long years, was 
little short €^a.standing miracle." His closing words are^, 
'^ and beiag now to conclude these his last public orders, to 
Uke his ultimate leave in a short time, of the military cha- 
racter, and to bid adieu to the armies he has so long had the 
honor to command, he can only again offer in their behalf his 
recommendations to their grateful country, and his prayers 
to the God of armies. May ample justice be done them here 
and may the choicest of Heaven's /avors both here and here- 
after attend those, who, under the divine auspices have 
seeured inmuaerable blessings for others ! With these 
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wishes, and this benediction, the Commander in Chief if 
about to retire from service. The curtain of separation will 
soon be drawn, and the military scene to him will be closed 
forever." Ihe definitive treaty of peace was signed on 
the 2Sd of September, and Coi^ress, having ratified it, they 
issued a proclamation to disband tHeir army. The procla*. 
mation purports, ^' that part of the army which stood en- 
gaged to serve during the war, and by several acts of Ccm- 
gress had been furloughed, should be absolutely discharged 
after the Sd of November from said service, and that the 
further service in the field of the officers deranged, and on 
furlough, are now dispensed with, and they have permission 
to retire from service, no more to be called to command, 
&c." In their proclamation Congress gave their thanks to 
the army for their exertions in the cause of America, and 
the common rights of mankind. The mode of disbanding 
the army was well calculated to prevent any disordersi 
which might have been the consequence of dismissing a large 
number of men in a body. The advice of their beloved 
Commander in Chief, and the resolves of Congress to pay 
and compensate them in such manner as the ability of the 
United States would permit, operated to keep them quiet 
and prevent tumult, raiuful indeed was the parting scene, 
no description can be adequate to the traeic exhibition* 
Both officers and soldiers, . long unaccustomed to the affairs 
of private life, turned loose on the world to starve and to 
become a prey to vulture speculators. Never can that 
melancholy day be forgotten when friends, companions for 
seven lone years in joy, and in sorrow, were torn asunder, 
without the hope of ever meeting again, and with pros- 
pects of a miserable subsistence in future. Among other 
mcidents peculiarly affecting on this occasion, were the 
lamentations of women and children, earnestly entreating that 
those with whom they had been connected in the character 
of husband and father, would not withdraw from them the 
hand of kindness and protection, and leave them in despair ; 
but in several instances the reply was, no, ^^ we took yoa 
as compamam dwring the irar, and now we are destitute o£ 
the means of support, and you must provide for yourselves." 
J^Tavember 25ih. — The British army evacuated New York, 
and the American troops under General Knox, took posses- 
sion of the city. Soon after, General Washington and Gov- 
ernor Clinton, with their suite, made their public entry into 
the city on horseback, followed by the lieutenaDt governor 
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and the members of council, for the temporary government 
of the southern district, four abreast. €reneral Knox and 
the officers of the army, eight abreast ; citizens on horse- 
back, eight abreast; the speaker of the assembly and 
citizens on foot, eight abreast. The governor gave a pub- 
lic' dinner, at which the Commander in Chief, and other 
general officers were present. The arrangements for the 
whole business were so well made and executed, that the 
most admirable tranquillity succeeded through the day and 
night. On Monday the governor gave an elegant entertain* 
ment to the French ambassador, the Chevalier de la Luzerne; 
General Washington, the principal officers of New York 
state, and of the army, and upwards of a hundred gentlemen 
were present. Magnificent fireworks, infinitely exceeding 
every thing of the kind before seen in the United States, 
were exhibited at the Bowling Green in Broadway, on the 
evening of Tuesday, in celebration of the definitive treaty of 
peace* They commenced by a dove descending with the 
olive branchy and setting fire to a marron battery. On Tues- 
day noon, December 4th, the principal officers of the army 
assembled at Francis' tavern, to take a final leave of their 
much loved Commander in Chief. Soon- after his Excellen- 
cy entered the room. His emotions were too strong to be 
concealed. Pilling a glass, he turned to them and said, 
<^ With a heart full of love and gratitude, I now take leave 
of you. 1 most devoutly wish that your latter days may be 
as prosperous and happy as your former ones have been 
glorious and honorable." Having drank, he added, ^^ I can- 
not come to each of you to take my leave, but shall be oblig- 
ed to you, if each of you will come and take me by the hand." 
General Knox being nearest, turned to him. Incapable of 
utterance, Washington, in tear$^ grasped his hand, embraced 
and kissed him. In the same affectionate manner he took 
leave of each succeeding officer. In every eye was the 
tear of dignified sensibility ; and not a word was articulated 
to interrupt the eloquent silence, and tenderness of the scene. 
Leaving the room, he passed through the corps of light infan- 
try, and walked to White Hall, where a barge waited to con- 
vey him to Paulus' Hook. The whole company followed in 
mute and solemn procession, with dejected countenances, 
testifying feelines of delicious melancholy which no language 
can describe. Having entered the barge, he turned to the 
company, and waving his hat, bid them a silent adieu. They 
paid him the same affectionate compliment, and after the 
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barge had left them, returned in the same soleDui naimer ta 
the place where they had assembled. The pasaioQs of ho- 
man nature were never more tenderly agitated than in thn 
interesting and distressful scene." 

. Gieneral Washington now repaired to Annapolis, where Cofr> 
grass were in session, to whom he resigned his commission, 
which, eight years before, he had received from this honorable 
body. On the 23d of December, the day appointed for the 
very interesting transaction, a vast concourse erf* spectators at- 
tended. The gallery was filled with a group of ladies, and some 
paced the floor of Congress. The governor, coancU and leg- 
islature of Maryland, several general officers, the ccnisnl genial 
of France, and numerous citizens of Anni^olis were present. 
Congress were seated and covered, as representatives of the 
sovereignty of the union ; the spectators were uncovered 
and standing. The general was mtroduced to a chair by 
the secretary, who, after a decent mterval ordered silence* 
A short pause ensued, when the honorable Thomas Mifflin, 
the president, informed the general that ^' the United States 
in Congress assembled were prepared to receive his com- 
munications." On which he rose with dignity, and delivered 
this address : 

^^ Mr. President, — The great events on which my re- 
signation depended, havrng at length taken place, I now have 
the honor of offering my smcere congratulations to CongresS| 
and of presenting myself before them, to surrender into their 
hands, the trust committed to me, and to claim the indul** 
gence of retiring from the service of my country. 

^^ Happy in the confirmation of our independence and sov- 
ereignty, and pleased with the opportunity afforded the 
United States, of becoming a respectable nation, I resim 
with satisfaction the appointment I accepted with diffi- 
dence ; a diffidence in my abilities, to accomplish so arduous 
a task, which, however, was superseded, by a confidence in 
the rectitude of our cause, the support of the supreme pow- 
er of the union, and the patronage of Heaven. 

^^ The successful termination of the vnur has rerified the 
most sanguine expectations, — ^my gratitude for the interposi- 
tions of Providence, and the assistance I have received from 
my countrymen, increase with every review of the momen* 
tous contest. 

'^ While I respect my obligations to the army in general, 
I should do mjustice to my own feelings, not to acloiowledgo 
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in this place, tlie peciUiar services and distingvisked merits 
of the persons, who have been attached to my person during 
the war. It was impossible the choice of confidential offi* 
cers, to compose my family, should have been more fortu- 
nate. Permit me, Sir, to recommend in particular, those 
who have continued in the service to the present moment, 
as worthy of the favorable notice and patronage of Congress. 

(• I consider it as an indispensable duty to close this last 
solemn act of my official life, by commending the interests of 
oar dearest country, to the protection of Almighty God, and 
those who have the supermtendence of them to his holy 
keeping, 

" Having now finished the work assigned me, I retire 
from the great theatre of action ; and, bidding an affection- 
ate farewell to this august body, under whose orders I have 
long acted, I here offer my commission, and take my leave 
of all the employments of public life." 

This address being ended. General Washington advanced 
and delivered his commission into the hands of the President 
of Congress, who replied as follows : 

^^ The United States in Congress assembled, receive with 
emotions too affecting for utterance, the solemn resignation 
of the authorities under which you have led their troops with 
success, through a perilous and doubtful war. 

^' Called on by your country to defend its invaded rights, 
you accepted the sacred charge before it had formed alli- 
ances, and whilst it was without friends or a government to 
support you. 

'^You have conducted the great military contest with 
wbdom and fortitude, invariably regarding the rights of the 
civil power, through all disasters and chaises. You have 
by the love and confidence of your fellow citizens, enabled 
them to display their martial genius, and transmit their fame 
to posterity ; you have persevered till these United States, 
aided by a magnanimous king and nation, have been enabled 
under a just Providence, to close the war in safety, free- 
dom, and independency ; on which happy event we sincerely 
join you in congratulations. 

^^ Having defended the standard of liberty in this new 
world ; having taught a lesson useful to those who uiflict, and 
to those who feel oppression, you retire from the great 
theatre of action, with the blessmgs of your fellow citizens ; 
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but the glory of your virtues will not termmate with yoUr 
military command, it will continue to animate remotest ages. 
We feel with joa, our obligations to the army in general, 
and will particularly charge ourselves, with the interest of 
those confidential officers, who have attended your person te 
this affecting moment. 

^^ We join you in commending the interests of our dearest 
eountry to the protection of Almighty God, beseeching him 
to dispose the hearts and mbds of its citizens to improve the 
opportunity afforded them of becoming a happy and respect- 
able nation ; and for you we address to Him our earnest 
prayers, that a life so beloved, may be fostered with all his 
care ; that your days may be happy, as they have been 
illustrious, and that he will finally give you that reward, 
which this world cannot give." 

It is impossible to conceive that greater honor can be con- 
ferred On any man, than to receive t(ie united acknowledg- 
ments of three millions of people, assembled by their repre- 
sentatives, declaring to all the world, that he has been the 
temporal savior of his country ! His mind was powerful 
and enlightened, his devotion to his country fervent, his sac- 
rifices great and important, and his triumphs noble and splen- 
did ; and his memoiy will be blessed and immortal ! 

It has been estimated, that the loss of lives in the various 
armies of the United States, during the war, is not less than 
seventy thousand. The numbers who died on board of the hor- 
rid prison ships of the enemy, cannot be calculated. It is, how- 
ever, confidently asserted, that no less than eleven thousand 
of our brave soldiers, died on board the one called the Jer* 
sey prison ship^ only ! This dreadful mortality is universally 
attributed, to the cruel treatment, which they received 
while crowded together in close confinement. 

The loss to Great Britain, is two large armies captured 
by the United States, exclusively of many thousands killed 
and taken in various actions, during the war ; thirteen colo- 
nies dismembered from her, and an increase of her national 
debt in seven years, one hundred and twenty millions. 

The United States have gained that independence and lib- 
erty for which they contended, and find their debt to be less 
than forty-five millions of dollars, which is short of ten mil- 
lions of pounds sterling ! This long-protracted warfare, 
waged in behalf of American freedom, is now triumphantly 
terminated, and a sanctuary sacred to civil and religious lib- 
erty will be opened m this western hemisphere. 
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Extract of a Circular Letter frtm his ExceUeney Gfeorge Wash' 
ington^ Commander in Chief of the armies of the United 
fitatef of Jimericaj to the Governors of the several States. 

"Head Quarters, ^ewburgh^ June 18, 1783. 

<< For my own part, conscious of having acted, while a 
servant of the public, in the manner I conceived best suited 
to promote the real interests of my country ; having in con* 
sequeuce of my fixed belief, in some measure pledged my- 
self to the army, that their country would finally do them 
complete and ample justice, and not willuig to conceal any 
instance of my official conduct from the eyes of the world, 
I have thought proper to transmit to your Excellency the 
enclosed collection of papers, relative to the half pay and 
commutation granted by Congress to the officers of the army. 

(^ From these communications, my decided sentiment will 
be clearly comprehended, together with the conclusive rea- 
sons which induced me at an early period, to recommend 
the adoption of this measure in this most earnest and serious 
manner. As the proceedings of Congress, the army, and 
myself, are open to all, and contain, in my opinion, sufficient 
information to remove the prejudice and errors which may 
have been entertained by any, I think it unnecessary to say 
any thing more, than iust to observe, that the resolutions of 
Congress, now alluded to, are as undoubtedly and absolutely 
bmding on the United States, as the most solemn acts of con- 
federation or legislation. 

'^ As to the idea, which I am mformed has in some in- 
stances prevailed, that the half pay and commutation are to 
be regarded merely in the odious light of a pension, it ought 
to be exploded forever : That provision should be viewed aa 
it really was, a reasonable compensation offered by Congress, 
at a time when they had nothing else to give, to officers of 
the army for services then to be performed : It was the on- 
ly means to prevent a total dereliction of t&e service ; it 
was a part of their hire. 1 mav be allowed to say, it was 
the price of their blood and oi your independency ; it is 
therefore more than a common debt, it is a debt of honor ; 
it can never be considered as a pension or gratuity, nor can- 
celed till it is fairly discharged." 



*> 
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JVUe I.— See Page 102. 

€«iiertl Bur^yne, in his defence, after iris arrival ia 
En^and) as eemmaBder of the northern expedition, has paid 
a jnit iribttle of praise to American bravery. Adverting to 
du) action of die 1 Mi of Septenadber, he says, ^^ few actions 
have been characterized by more obstinacy in attack or de« 
fence. The British bayonet was repeatedly tried kieffec* 
tnally. Eleven hundred British soldiers foiled in these trials, 
bore incessant fire from a succession of fresh troops, in 
superior numbers, for above four hours ; and after a loss of 
above a third of tteir number, and in one of die regiments 
above two thirds, forced the enemy at last. Of a detach** 
meat of a c^ain and forty-eight artillery men, the captaui 
imd dihrty-six men were killed or wounded. The tribute of 
praise dM to such troops, will not be wanting b this gener* 
ous nation^" His observations respecting the aotisn of the 
3th of October, are e»ressed in the following energetic and 
feeling language. *^ The losses in the action, were uncom- 
monly severe. Sir Francb Clark, my aid de camp, had 
ormnally recommended himself to my attention, by bis talenti 
aad diligeoce. As service and intimacy opened his character 
more, he became endeared to me by every quality that can 
create esteem. I lost in him a useful assistant, an amiable 
compamon, an attached friend ; the state wjas deprived bv 
his death, of one of the fairest promises of an able general. 

^^ The fate of Colonel Ackland, taken prisoner, and then 
supposed to be mortally wounded, was a second source of 
anxiety. General Frazer was expiring. 

44 



348 APPBNDlt. 

^^ In the course of the action, a shot had passed through 
iny hat, and another had torn my waistcoat. I should be 
sorry to be thought at any time, insensible to the protecting 
hand of Providence ; but I evermore particularly considered 
a soldier's hair-breadth escapes as incentives to duty, a 
marked renewal of the trust of being, for the due purposes 
of a public station ; and under this reflection, to lose our 
fortitude, by giving way to our affections, to be diverted by 
any possible self-emotion, from meeting a present exigency 
with our best faculties, were at once dishonor and impiety.*' 

General Frazer died of his wounds on the 8th inst. Be- 
fore his death, he requested that his body might be carried, 
without parade, by the oflSicers of his own corps to the 
great redoubt and there buried. About sun set the corpse 
was carried up the hill, and necessarily passed in view of 
both armies. Generals Burgoyne, Phillips, and Reidesel 
placed themselves in the humble procession. - As Genetal 
Gates was not made acquainted with the intended solemnity, 
a constant cannonade was kept up, by our people directed 
to the hill, where the ceremony was performed. From the 
pen of General Burgoyne, we have the following eloquent 
delineation of the melancholy scene. ^^ The incessant can- 
nonade during the solemnity, the steady attitude, and unal- 
tered voice, with which the clergyman officiated, though 
frequently covered with dust, which the shot threw up on 
all sides of him ; the mute, but expressive mixture of sensi- 
bility and indignaticm on every countenance ; these objects^ 
will remain to the last of life on the mind of every man, who 
was present. The growing duskiness, added to the scenery^ 
and the whole marked a character of this juncture, that 
would make one of the finest subjects for the pencil of a 
master, that the field ever exhibited. To the canvas and to 
the page of a more important historian, gallant friend! I 
consign thy memory. There may thy talents, thy manly 
virtues, their progress and their period, find due distinction, 
and long may they survive, long after the frail record of my 
pen shdl be forgotten." 

ThefoUowing appropriate lines^ are from the ekgantpen of 

Mrs. Morton. 

To gallant Gates, in war serenely brave. 
The tide of fortune turns its refluent wave, 
Forc'd by his arm, the bold invaders yield 
The prize and glory of the well fought field; 
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Bleedinf and lost th« captured Aekkmd liw. 
While leaden slumbers seals his Prax€r*9 eyes ; 
Frazer ! whoae deeds uofadinfif glories claim, 
Endear'd by virtue, and adorn d by fame. 



Lady ^ckland.—See Page 1 10. 

Further particulars respecting the affecting story of this 
distinguished lady have since appeared ; and from the writ- 
ings of General Burgoyne and other sources, I extract the 
following. She accompanied Major Ackland to Canada in 

1776, and was called to attend on him while sick in a miser- 
able but at Chamblee. In the expedition to Ticonderoga in 

1777, she was positively enjomed not to expose herself to the 
risk and hazards which might occur on that occasion ; but 
Major Ackland, having received a wound in the. battle of 
Hubberton, she crossed lake Champlain, to pay her attention 
to him. After this she followed his fortune, and shared his 
fatigue, while traversing the dreary, woody country to Fort 
Edward. Here the tent in which they lodged, took fire by 
night, from which they escaped with the utmost difficulty. 
During the action of the 19th of September, she was exposed 
to great fatigue, and inexpressible anxiety for the fate of her 
husband, being advanced in the front of the battle. On the 7th 
of October, during the heat of the conflict,* Lady Ackland 
took refuge among the wounded and dying; her husband 
commanding the grenadiers, was in the most exposed part of 
the action, and she in awful suspense awaiting his fate. The 
baroness Reidesel, and the wives of two other field officers, 
were her companions in painful apprehension. One of these 
officers was soon brought in dangerously wounded, and the 
death of the other was announced. It was not long before 
intelligence was received that the British army was defeat- 
ed, and (that Major Ackland was desperately wounded and 
taken. The next day she proposed to visit her husband, in 
the American camp. General Burgoyne observes, '^ Though 
I was ready to believe, for I had experienced, that patience 
and fortitude in a supreme degree, were to be found, as well 
as every other virtue, under the most tender forms, I was 
astonished at this proposal. After so long an agitation of the 
spirits, exhausted not only for want of rest, but absolutely 
want of food, drenched in rain, for twelve hours together, 
that a woman should be capable of delivering herself to the 



enemy, probably in the n}|ht, and tmcertsin inio what hands 
she might fall, i^pearei aa effort above human nature. 
The assistance I was enabled to gifre, was small indeed ; I 
had not even a cup of wine to offer her, but I was told, she 
had found from some kind and fortunate hand a little rum and 
dirty water. All I could furnish to her, was an open boat and a 
few lines written on dirty and wet paper to General Gates, 
recommending her to his protection. — It is due to justice, at 
the close of this adventure, to say, that she was received 
and accommodated by General Ghites, wiA all the humaemt^ 
and respect, that her rank, her merits, luid her fortunes de- 
served. 

<^ Let such as are affected by these ctrumstances of aiamr, 
hardship and danger, recollect that the subject of them was 
a woman of the most tender and delicate frame ; of the gen- 
tlest manners ; habituated to all the soft elegancies and re- 
fined enjoyments that attend high birth and fortune ; and far 
advanced in a state, in which the tender cares, always due to 
the sex, become indispensably necessary. Her mind alone 
was formed for such trials.'* 

The adventures of Lady Ackland have been a theme for 
the display of the poetic talents of the accompKsbed lady of 
Perez Morton, Esquire. H is regretted that the linuts of 
this production, will not admit of more than the following 
lines, and those on ttie preceding page, from that excellent 
poem.* 

TnH now the tine, when twilipfat's misty ray. 

Drop! the brown cartain of retiniic day. 

Hie clouds of heaven, tike midnignt mountains, lower. 

Weft the wiU blast, and dash the dcualy shower. 

Through the wet path her restless footsteps roam# 

To where lAs leader spread his spacious dome. 

Low at his feet she pours the desperate pragf er— - 

Qvn my lost husband to my soothing oars. 

Give me in yonder solitary cave. 

With duteous love, his burning we idi to hive. 

On the warm plUow which his breast supplies, 

Gatch his fhint breath, and close his languid ejesj 

Or in his cause my profler'd life resign. 

Mine wemhii Wnwifii and his pains are wine. 
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The following sketch, borrowed from the Memoirs of Gen- 
eral Wilkinson, is too highly mteresting to be omitted ; every 
reader of taste will be gratified with the perusal, ioA . for 
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nyaelf, I aire to <3MBitl WilkiaMa only an apolqgy for the 
liberty I have taken. 

Estiractfrom the BaroM9$ Reidestrs JfarrcUwe. 

^^ Aa ire had to march still farther, I ordered a large 
cataoh to be built, eapable of holdings my three children, my- 
lelf and two female seryaats ; in this manner we moved with 
the army in the midst of the soldiery, who were very merry, 
singing soi^, and panting for action. We had to travel 
throi^h almost imfMissable woods and a most picturesaae and 
beautiful cpuntry, which was abandoned by its inhaoitants, 
who had repaired to the standard of General Gates ; they 
added much to his strength, as they were all good marksmen, 
and fitted by habit for the species of warfare the contenduig 
psirties were then engaged in — ^and the love of their country 
inspired them with more than ordinary courage. The army 
had shortly to oocemp ; I generally remained about an hour's 
march in the rear, where I received daily visits from my 
husband ; the army was frequently engaged in small affairs, 
but nothing of importance took place ; and as the season was 
getting cold, Maior Williams, of the artillerv, proposed to 
have a house budt for me with a chimney, observing that it 
would not cost more than five or six guineas, and that the 
frequent change of quarters was very inccmvenient to me ; it 
was accordingly built, and was called the Block house, from 
its square form and the resemblance it bore to those build- 

ings* 

^^ On the 19th of September, an affair happened, which 
though it turned out to our advantage, yet obliged us to halt 
at a place called Freeman's farm ; I was an eye witness to 
the whole affair, and as my husband was engaged in it, I waa 
full of anxiety, and trembled at every shot I heard ; I saw 
a great number of tlie wounded, and what added to the dis- 
tress of the scene, three of them were brought into the 
house in which I took shelter ; one was a Major Hamage of 
the sixty second British regiment, the husband of a lady of 
my acquaintance, another was a lieutenant, married to a 
lady with whom I had the honor to be on terms of intimacy, 
and the third was an officer of the name of Toung. 

^^ In a short time afterwards I heard groans proceeding 
from a room near mine, and knew they must have been oc- 
casioned by tibe sufferings of the last mentioned officer, who 
lay writhing with his wounds^ 



^< His mournful tituation interested me mo€&, and the 
more so, because the recollection of many polite attentions, 
received from a family of that name during my yisit to Eng- 
land, was still forcibly impressed on my mind. I sent to him 
and begged him to accept my best services, and afterwards 
furnished him with food and refreshments ; he expressed a 
great desire to see me, politely calling me his benefactress. 
I accordingly visited him, and found him lying on a little 
straw, as be had lost his equipage. He was a young man 
eighteen or nineteen years of age, and really the beloved 
nephew of the Mr. Young, the head of the family I have 
mentioned, and the only son of his parents. This last circum* 
stance was what he lamented most, as to his pain he thought 
lightly of it. He had lost much blood, and it was thought 
necessary to amputate the leg, but this he would not consent 
to, and of course a mortification took place. I sent him 
cushions and coverings, and my female friends sent him a 
mattress. I redoubled my attention to him, and visited him 
every day, for which I received a thousand wishes for my 
happiness. At last his limb was amputated, but it was too 
late, and he died the following day. As he lay in the next 
room to me, and the partition was very thin, I distinctly 
heard his last sigh, when his immortal part quitted its frail 
tenement, and I trust*, winged its way to the mansions of 
eternal bliss. 

^' But severer trials awaited us, and on the 7th of October, 
our misfortunes began ; I was at breakfast with my husband, 
and heard that something was intended. On the same day I 
expected Generals Burgoyne, Phillips and Frazer to dine 
with us. I saw a great movement among the troops ; mj 
husband told me it was merely a rec^nnoisance, which gave 
me no concern, as it often happened. I walked out of the 
house and met several Indians in their war dresses, with guns 
in their hands. When I asked them where they were going, 
they cried out, war ! war ! meaning that they were going 
to battle. This filled me with apprehension, and I had 
scarcely got home before I heard reports of cannon and 
musketry, which grew louder by degrees, till at last the 
noise became excessive. About four o'clock in the after- 
noon, instead of the guests whom I expected, General Fra- 
zer was brought on a litter mortally wounded. The table, 
which was already set, was instantly removed, and a bed 
placed in its stead for the wounded general. I sat trembling 
in a corner ; the noise grew louder, and the alarm increased ; 
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the thovg^t tkat my husband might perhaps be brought in, 
woonded in the aame manner, was terribie to me, and distressed 
me exceedingly. General Frazer said to the sui^on, ^' teU me 
if my wound is mortal^ do not flatter me." The ball had pas- 
sed through his body, and unhappily for the general, he had 
eaten a very hearty breakfast, by which the stomach was dis- 
tended, and the ball, as the surgeon said, had passed through it. 
I heard him often exclaim with a sigh, ^^O, fatal ambition! 
Poor Oeneral Burgoyne ! Ok^ my poor wife !^^ Hewasaskedif 
he had any request to make, to which he replied, that ^' If Gen- 
eral Bwrgoyne wouU permit it^ he should like to be buried ai 
six o^chck in the evening j onthe topofa mountain^ in a redotAt 
which had been buiU thisre,^* I did not know which way to 
turn, all the other rooms were full of sick. Towards evening 
I saw my husband coming, then I forgot all my sorrows, and 
thanked God that he was spared to me. He ate in great haste 
with me and his aid de camp, behind the house. We had been 
told that we had the advanti^ over the enemy, but the sorrow- 
ful faces I beheld tdd a different tale, and before my husband 
went away he took me aside, and said every thing was going 
very badly, that I must keep myself in readiness to leave the 
place, but not to mention it to any one. I made the pretence 
that I would move the next morning into my new house, and had 
every thing packed up ready. 

^^ Lady Ackland had a tent not far from our house, in this 
she slept, and the rest of the day she was in the camp. All of 
a sudden a man came m to tell her that her husband was mor- 
tally wounded and taken prisoner ; on hearing this she became 
very miserable, we comforted her by telling iMsr that the wound 
was only slight, and at the same time advised her to go over to 
her husband, to do which, die would certainly obtain permission, 
and then she would attend him herself ; she was a charm- 
ing woman, and very fond of him. I spent much of the 
nieht in comforting her, and then went again to my children, 
whom I had put to bed. I could not go to sleep, as I had 
General Frazer and all the other wouoded gentlemen in my 
room, and I was sadly afraid my children would wake, and by 
their crying, disturb the dying man m his last moments, who 
often addressed me and apologized ^^for the trouble he gave me.^^ 
About three o'clock in the morning I was told that he could not 
hold out much longer ; I had desired to be informed of the near 
approach of this sad crisis, and I then wrapped up my children 
in their clothes, and went with them into the room below. 
About eight o'clock in the morning he died. After he was laid 
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4Mit, airf Ub eorp» wn|»ped op in a iheet, live easie apiii ato> 
the room, and Ind thk a u tiuwliil «^bt before «s ttie irfbole^af , 
«id to adil to te ■KlhaKflio^«»Be, almeiri; eveiy aoiMiit mme 
•officer of aj aoqnakitiBeo was broag^ m woaaM. The 
caimoiiade eanmaiced agrin ; a vetveat was spdcen of, but w§i 
'dtt tmallest notion was made toivsrds k. About foar oVdocic 
in die flAemoon, I saw the home wUdh had just boon birilt for 
me in flames, and the ^aoemf was xkow not far off. W« knew 
Oat General Bureojne would wft refiMe the last request of 
^kneral Fraser, tboogh bjr his aecedng to it, an onne cessa iy 
^lay was occasioned, by which 4he iBOonvonience of the armf 
iwas nnch incieased. At riz o'clock the corpse was broogl^ 
«nt) and was saw all the fenerals attend it to Ae mountain ; 
:the diaplain, Mr. fimdenell, peiAraiod the fimerd serrico, 
mndeved mmsually soleam and awfisil from its being accompa* 
sied by constant peals fMwi ihe enemy's artilleiy . Many cvor 
tton bails 4ew dose by me, bnt I had my eyes dnrected towards 
4iio mountain,* wfaete my bnsband was standmg, amidst the 
fire of the enemy, and of oourse, I could mot thi& of ny own 
danger* 

^^ Ooneral Gates afterwards said, that if he had known it 
Imd been a firaeral he worid not hsrvie permited it to be fired 
on. 

'^ So soon as the fnneral service was finished, and the graf 
of Generid Fraser was >eIosed, an order wsn issued ttiat the 
army should retreat, tfy calash was prepared, but I woiM 
not consent to go before the troths. Major flaniage, tiiougk 
suffermg from bis wounds, crept from his bod, and be did not 
wish to remain in tte hospital, which was left with a flag of 
truce. When Oeneral Keidesel saw me in the midst of 
danger, he ordered my women and children to be brought 
into the calash, and intimated to me to depart wMioat delay. 
i still prayed to remain, but my husband, knowing my weak 
side, said, *' well then your cUldren must go, tbat at leaait 
they may be 8«fe from «ftnger." I then agreed 4o enter the 
caladi with them, and we set oS" at eight o'clock. 

^* The retreat was ordered to be conducted with tbe 
greatest silence, many fires were lighted, and several tents 
left standing ; we travelled continudly during the night. At 
six o'clock w the morning we halted, which excited the sor*^ 



* Hie height ooeupied hf Bouoyne on tfas 18Ui» which can pvsM with tht river 
t3I H approached General Gates'^cftiDp. 



friM of all ; General Biu^yn» had the oamon ranged and 
eouaied ; this delay seemed to ditpleate every body, for if 
we coeld only have made another good • march, nre should 
have been in safety. My husband, quite exhausted with 
fatigue, came into my calash, and slept for three hours. Dur* 
ing that time, Captain Willoe brought me a bag full of bank 
notes, aiMi Captain Orismar his elegant vratch, a ring, and a 
purse full of money, which they re<)nested me to take care of, 
and wbkh I promised to do, to the utmost of my power. We 
ngain marched, but bad scarcely proceeded an hour, before 
we halted, as the enemy was in sight ; it proved to be only 
n reconnoitrix^ party of two hundred men, who might easi^ 
kave been made prisoners^ if General Burgoyne had given 
proper orders on the occasion. 

^' The Indiana had now lost their courage, and were de* 
parting for their homes ^ these people appeared to droap 
much under adversity, and especially when they had no proi- 
pect of plunder. One of my waiting women waa in a state of 
despair, which tiffrwcbmA to madness ; Ae cursed and tore 
lier hair, and when I attempted to reason with her, and to 
pacify her, she asked me if I waa not grieved at our situa- 
tion, and on mj saying, I was, she tore her cap off her head 
and let her hair drop over her face, saying to me *^ it ts veiy 
easy for you to be composed and talk, you have your husband 
with you, I have none, and what remains to me but the proa* 
pect of perishiug or losing all I have." I again bade her 
toke comfort, and assured her I would make good whatever 
ahe might hwpen to lose, and I made the same promise^o 
Ellen, my ouer waiting woman, who, though filled with ap- 
prehenaions, made no complaints. 

<^ About evening we arrived at Saratoga ; my ^ress wals 
wet through and trough with ram, and in this stale I bad to 
remain the whole night, having no place to change it ; I how* 
ever got close to a large fire, and at last lay down mi some 
straw. At this moment General Phillips come up to me, and 
I naked him why he had not continued our retreat, as my 
husband had promised to cover it and bring the army through ? 
^' Poor, dear woman,." said he, ^' I wonder how, drenched 
as you are, you have the courage still to persevere and ven* 
ture further in this kind of weather ; I wish," continued he, 
<( you was our commanding general, General Burgoyne Is 
tired, and means to halt here to-night and give us our supper. 

'^ On the morning of the 7th, at ten o'clock. General Bur- 
goyne ordered the retreat to be continued, and caused the 
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liaiidsoni# houses and mttls of Omeral Schuyler to be burnt ; 
we marched, however, but a short distance, and then halted. 
The greatest misery at this time prevailed ii^the army, and 
more than thirty officers came to me, for whom tea and cof- 
fee was prepared, and with whom I shared all my provbions, 
with which my calash was in general well supplied , for I 
had a cook who was an excellent caterer, and who often in 
the night crossed small rivers and foraged on the inhabitants, 
bringing in with him, sheep, small pigs, and poultry, for which 
he very often forgot to pay, though he received good pay from 
me so long as I had any, and was ultimately handsomely re- 
warded. Our provisions now failed us for want of proper 
Goniduct in the commissary's department, and I began to de- 
spair. About two o'clock in the afternoon we again heard a 
firing of cannon and small arms ; instantly all was alarm, and 
every thing in motion. My husband told me to go to a house 
not far off; I immediately seated mjrself in my calash, with 
my children, and drove off; but scarcely had we reached it 
before I discovered five or six armed men on the other side 
of the Hudson ; instinctively 1 threw my children down in the 
calash,* and then concealed myself wiUi them ; at this mo- 
ment the fellows fired, and wounded an already wounded Eng- 
lish soldier, who was behind me ; poor fellow I pitied him 
exceedingly, but at this moment had no means or power to 
relieve him. A terrible cannonade was commenced by the 
enemy, which was directed against the house in which I sought 
to obtain shelter for myself and children, under the mistaken 
idea that all the generals were in it. Alas ! it contained none 
but wounded and women ; we were at last obliged to resort 
to the cellar for refuge, and in one comer of this I remained 
the whole day, my children sleeping on the earth with their 
heads in my lap ; and in the same situation I passed a sleep- 
less night. — ^Eleven cannon balls passed through the house, 
and we could distinctly hear them roll away. One poor 
soldier who was lying on a table, for the purpose of having 
his leg amputated, was struck by a shot, which carried away 
his other ; his comrades had left him, and when we went to 
his assistance we, found him in a comer of the room, mto 
which he had crept, more dead than alive, scarcely breath- 
ing. My reflections on the danger to which my husband was 
exposed now agonized me exceedingly, and the thoughts of 
my children and the necessity of struggling for their preser- 
vation alone sustained me. 
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^^ The ladies of the army who were with me, were Mrs. 
Hamage> a Mrs. Kemiels, the widow of a lieutenant who 
was killed, and the lady of the commissary. Major Hamage) 
his wife, and Mrs. Kennels, made a little room in a corner 
with curtains to it, and wbhed to do the same for me, but I 
preferred being near the door, in case of fire. Not far off 
my women slept, and opposite to us three English officers, 
who, though wounded, were determined not to be left be- 
hind ; QQ/b of them was Captain Green, an aid de camp to 
Major General Phillips, a very valuable officer and most 
agreeable -man. They each made me a most sacred promise, 
not to leave me behind, and in case of sudden retreat, that 
they would each of them take one of my children on his horse, 
and for myself, one of my husband's was in constant readi* 
ness. 

^' Our cook, whom I have before mentioned, procured us 
our meals, but we were in want of water, and I was often 
obliged to drink wine and to give it to my children. It was 
the only thing my husband took, which made our faithful 
hunter, Rockel, express one day his apprehensions,, that, 
^^ the general was weary of his life, or fearful of being taken, 
as he drank so much wine." The constant danger which my 
husband was in, kept me in a state of wretchedness, and I 
asked myself, if it was possible, I should be the only happy 
one, and have my husband spared to me uidMirt, exposed as 
he was to so many perils. He never entered his tent, but 
Jaid down whole nights by the watch fires ; this alone was 
enough to have killed him, the cold was so intense. 

^^ The want of water distressed us much ; at length we 
found a soldier's wife who had courage enou^ to fetch us 
some from the river, an office nobody else would undertake, 
as the Americans shot at every person who approached it, 
but out of respect for her sex ttiey never molested her. 

^' I now occupied myself through the day in attending the 
wounded ; I made them tea and coffee, and often shared my 
dinner with them, for which they offered me a thousand ex- 
pressions of gratitude. One day a Canadian officer came to 
our cellar, who had scarcely the power of holding himself 
upright, and we concluded he was dying for want of nourish- 
ment ; I was happy in offering him my dinner, which strength- 
ened him and procured me his friendship. I now undertook 
the care of Major Bioomfield, another aid de camp of Gen- 
eral Phillips, he had received a musket ball through both 
cheeks, which in its course had knocked out several of his 
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twtlit and cot faii iongae, he eoiM bM noUdag h hte moiitliy 
the matter which ran from his wamid almoit ohoked hhtt> 
and he was not able to take any nonrbhaiant exeet>t a IMlle 
Boup, or something li4|uid ; we had ao&ie Rhenish wme) and 
b the hope that the acidity of it waM cleans^ his weand, I 
gave bkn a bottle of it ; he took a little now and tiiea, and 
with such effect, that his cure soon followed ; thus I added 
another to my stock of friends, and derived a satisfactioa 
which in the midst efaeffering, served to tranqnittize me and 
diminish their aonteness. 

^^ One day, General PhilUpe accompanied my hndrand^ 
at the risk of their lives, on a virit to us, ^o^ after having 
witnessed omr aitaalion, said to him, ^^ I wonM not for ten thott" 
aand 'guineaa come a^tia to thb ptace, my heart is almoA 
brdcen." 

^^ In this horrid situatioii we remained sbt days ; a eessation 
ni hoBttlitias was now spoken of, and 'emntvaUy took fvlace ; % 
eoovention vns ^erwards agreed on ; bet one day a messaga 
^vas sent to nqr bosband who had visited me, and was reposing 
in my« bed, to attend a coonoil of war, where it was proposed 
to break the convention, but to my great joy, the majority were 
fot adherm^ to it ; on the i6th, however, n^.iiasbnd had te 
repur to his poat, and I to my cellar ; tiiis day fresh beef wan 
lerved oiri; to die officem, who till now had obHj had salt provii* 
aions, which was very bad ibr their woeods. The good woman 
who brought us water, made us an eiceiknt soup of the meat, 
but I bad lest my mpelite, and took nothing but cmsts of brea^ 
dipped in wine. The wounded officers, my unfortunate com» 

rEttons, Gsut off the heat bit and paesented it to me on a plate, 
declined eating any thing, but they contended that it was ne*- 
cessary for me to take nourishoient, and deolaved they woald 
not touch a morsel till I afforded 4hflm the ^pieaauie of aeeing 
me partdce ; I could no longer withstatid thm* piessiBg invita* 
tions, accompanied as they were by assurances (rf* Ac happiness 
they had in offering me the first good thing they had m thmr 

>wer, and I partiook of a repaid rendered paktable by the 
and good will of my fellow sufferers, forgetti^ for the 
moment tiie miseiy of our aqpartment, and the absence of almost 
every comfort 

'^ On the 17th of October, the conv^tion was completed. 
General Burgoyne, and the other generals waited on the Amer^ 
icon General Gates ; the troqps laid down their arms, and gave 
themselves up prisoners of war ! And now the good jvoman 
who bad soppli^ us with water at the faanaid ef her life, re* 
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ceiYtdl th« reward erf* her servicei ; each <^tt8 threw a haa^l 
of money into her apron and she got altogether about twenty 
guineas. At such a moment as this, how susoq[>tible is the 
heart effeelhigs ofgratikide ! 

^^ My husbuHl sent a menage to me to come over to him 
with my childroL I seated myself once more in my dear 
calash, and Uien rode through the American camp. As I pass- 
ed on, I observed, mid this was a great consolation to me, that 
no one eyed me with looks of resentment, but that they aH 
greeted vs, and even showed compassien m their countenances 
at the sight of a woman with small children. I was, I confess, 
afiraid to go over to the enemy, as it was quite a new situation 
to me. when I drew near the tents, a handflome man approach* 
ed and met me, took my children from tht osissfc, and kugged 
and kissed them^ which affected me inmost to tears. <^ Yon 
tt«mbie," faid he, addressing himself to me, ^^ be not afraid." 
^ No," I answered, ^^ you seem soidnd and tesider te my children, 
it inspires me with courage." ife now led me ta the tent of 
CSoaeral Gates, vrfmre I found Oenerels Burgoyne and Philiips, 
who were on a friendly footing with the fonner. Burgoyne said 
to me, ^^ Never nund, your sorrows ha^ nesv an end." i an- 
■weied him, ^^ that I should beieprehensiUe to have any cares, 
as he had none ;" and I was pleased to see him on such friend* 
ly footing with Qeneral Gates. All the generals remained to 
^yae with G^ierai Gates. 

^^The same gentleman who reeesred me so kintfy, now 
came and said to me, ^* Tou will be very much embarramed to 
eat with all these gntlemen ; some imih your ekUdren to my 
tent, where I will prepare for yon*a frugal drnner, and gwe it 
with a frae toiU." lisaid, ^^ ¥au moe eertaisUy a hnsbafid and 
a father, yon have shownmeso mweh kindness.^^ I now found 
that he was Oentral Sebssykr, He treated me with excellent 
smoked toi^ne, lieefrteaks, potatoes, and sood bread and bat- 
ter ! Never cmdd I have wished to eat 'a belter dinner ; 1 was 
conlent ; I saw all aroondtte *we»e so likewise ; and what was 
better than all, my husband was ont<of danger. Wh^ we had 
dined, he told me , his residence was at Albany, and tiiat Gene-' 
ral Burgoyne intended tp honor him as his guest, and mvited 
myself and children to do so likewise. I asked my husband 
how I should act ; he told me to accept the mvitatimi. As it 
was two days' joom^ there, he advised me to go to a place 
which was about three hours' ride distant. General Schuyler 
had the poKteness to send with me a Frendi officer, a very 
ag^oeeable man, who eonoimanded the reconnoitring party, of 
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which I have before spoken ; and when he had escorted me to 
the house where 1 was to remain, he turned back again. In 
the house, I found a French surgeon, who had under his care a 
Brunswick officer, who was mortally wounded, and died some 
days afterwards. The Frenchman boasted much of the care 
he took of his patient, and perhaps was skilful enough as a sur* 
geon, but otherwise was a mere simpleton ; he was rejoiced when 
he found out I could speak his language, and b^an to address 
many empty and impertinent speeches to me. He said, amoi^ 
other things, he could not believe that I was a general's wife, 
as he was certain a woman of such rank would not follow her 
husband ; he wished me to remain with him, as he said it was 
better to be with the conquerers than the conquered. I was 
shocked at his impudence, but dared not show the contempt 
and disdain I felt for him, because it would ' deprive me of a 
place of safety. Towards evening he begged me to take a part 
of his chamber. I told him I was determined to remain in the 
room with the wounded officer ; whereon he attempted to 
pay me some stupid compliments. ^St this moment the door 
opened^ and my husband with his aid de camp entered, I then 
said, <' Here, Sir, is my husband," and at the same time eyed 
him with scorn, whereon he retired abashed ; nevertheless he 
was so polite as to offer his chamber to us. 

^' Some days after this we arrived at Albany, where we so 
often wished ourselves ; but we did not enter it as we ex- 
pected we should — ^victors ! We were received by the good 
Creneral Schuyler j his tot/e, and daughters j not as enemies, but 
kind friends, and they treated us with the most marked atten- 
tion and polit^iess, as they did Creneral Burgoyne, who had 
caused General Schuyler's beautifully finished house to be 
burnt ; in fact, they behaved like persons of exalted minds, 
who determined to bury all recollections ottheir oum injuries in 
the cimtemplation of our misfortunes. General Burgoyne was 
struck with General Schuyler's generosity, and said to him, 
^^ You show me great kindness, though I have done you much 
injury." ^' That was the fate of war," replied the brave man, 
^^ let us say no more about it." 



J^ote III— Page 124. 

Mr. Bushnell's squadron of kegs committed to the Delaware 
in 1777, produced an unprecedented alarm among the British 
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fleet at Philadelphia, ml the singular catastrophe was, by the 
Himorable Francis Hopkinson, made a subject of the following 
song, which has been, and ever will be celebrated for the bril- 
liancy of its wit and humor. 

THE BATTLE OF THE KEGS :— A Song. 

Tune — Moggy Lawder, 

Gallants, attend, and hear a friend 

Thrill forth harmonious ditty : 
Stranire Uudm I'll teU, which late befell 

In Fhiladeiphia city. 

'Twas early day, as poets say. 

Just when the sun was rising, 
A soldier stood on log of wood. 

And saw a sight surprizing. 

As in a maze he stood to gaze. 

The truth can't be denied. Sir, 
He spied a score of Kess or more. 

Come floating down vat tide. Sir. 

A sailor, too, in jerkin bbie, 

The strange appearance viewing. 
First damn'd his eyes, in great surprise, 

Then said, '* some mischief's brewing. 

" These kegs now hold the rebels bold, 

" Pack'd up like pickled herring ; 
** And they're come down t' attadi the town 

« In this new way of ferrying." 



The soldier flew ; the sailor too ; 

And scar'd almost to death. Sir, 
Wore out their shoes to spread the news. 

And ran till out of breath. Sir. 

Now up and down, throughout the town. 
Moat frantic scenes were acted ; 

And some ran here, and some ran there. 
Like men almost distracted. 

Some fire cried, which some denied. 
But said the earth had quaked : 

And girls and boTs, with hideous noise, 
Bui through the streets hatf naked. 

Sir William* he, snug as a flee, 

LaT all this time a snoring ; 
Nor dreamt of harm, as he lay warm 

In bed with Mrs. L ng.f 



• Sir WilUam Howe. 

t The wife of Joshua Loring, a rejftigee from Boston, made commissary of prison- 
ers, by General Howe. "The consummate cruelties practised on the American 
prisoners under his administration, almost exceed the oniinary powers of human in- 
vention. Hie conduct of the Turks in putting all prisoners to death, is certainly much 
more rational and humane, than that of the British army for the first three years of 
the American war, or till after the capture of Burgoyne." 
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Now im ft frighfty Im ■tarta vpri^t^ 
AwakM by such a clatter. 

Ha niba both eyea, and boldly cries, 
<• For Ggd*a sake, what'a the mattor V* 

At hia bed aide he then espied 
Sir Erakine* at command. Sir ; 

Upon one foot he had one hoot. 
And t'other in hia hand, Sir. 



" Ariae ! arise ?*' Sir Erskine cries ; 

"The rabela— mere's Ihe pity-^ 
« Without a hoai, ara all «■ Oaat, 
And raof'd bafiite tha city. 



•< 



" The motley crew, in Teaaela new, 

*< With satan for their ^de, 8ir» 
" Pack'd up in bags^ or wooden ke^, 

** Come dririnf down the tide. Sir ; 

" Therefore prepare for bloody war ; 

*' These kegs most all be rooted, 
*' Or amvly we deapia*d ahall be, 

«And Britiab ooorafe donbted." 

The royal band now ready atand. 

All ranf'd in dread array. Sir, 
With Btomaoha stout, to aee it out, 

Aqd aaake a Uoody day. Sir. 

The cannons roar from shore to shore, 

The small arms make a rattle : 
Since wan be^aa, I'm «ire ao BDan 

£'er saw so atranga a battle. 

The rebel Talea, the rebel dalea, • 

With rebel treaa aiurroandedt 
The distant wooda, the hills simI floods. 

With rebel echoes aounded. 

The 6sh below swam to and firo, 

Attack'd from evVy quarter ; 
«< Why Bore,*' thoiMhi thay, '< the devil's to pay 

« 'Mo^gst folks i^T9 the water." 

The keia. Hie aaid, though atrongly mada 

Of reoel «t4vea and hoopa. Sir, 
Could not oppose their powVfiil foea. 

The cooq^ring British troops, ^'- 



From mom to night these men of might 
Display 'd i-***'ng courage : 

And when the aun waa foim doifii« 
Retir'd to sup their porric 

A hundred omu, with each epen. 
Or more, upon mr word. Sir, 

It is most true, would be too fow 
Their valor ta record* 



• Sir Willitti ftriune. 
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Such feals did they peribmi diat day^ 

Upon these wicked kegi» Sir, 
That yean to cone, if they get home. 

They'll make their boaata and bragi, Sir. 



JfoU ir.—Pagt 261. 

The following u an abstract of an interesting narrative taken 
from the travels of the late Dr. Dwigfat. 

After the failure of the expedition against the British garri- 
son at Penobscot, (xeneral Peleg Wadsworth was appointed in 
the spring of 1780, to the command of a party of state troops 
in Camden, in the District of Maine. At the expiration of the 
period for which the troops were engaged in February follow- 
ii^, Greneral Wadsworth dismissed lus troops, retaining six sol- 
diers only as his guard, and he was making preparations to de- 
part from the place. A neighboring inhaoitant communicated 
his situatim to the British commander at Penobscot, and a 
party of twenty-five soldiers commanded by Lieutenant Stock- 
ton, was sent to make him a priscMier. They embarked in a small 
schooner, and landmg within four miles of the general's quarters, 
they were concealed at the house of one Snow, a methodist 
preacher, professedly a friend to him, but really a traitor, till 
eleven 6^ock in the evening, where they made their arrange- 
ments for the attack on tl^ general's quarters. The party 
rushed suddenly on the sentinel, who gave the alarm, and one of 
his comrades instantly opened the door of the kitchen, and the 
enemy were so near as to enter with the sentinel. The lady of 
the general, and her friend Miss Fenno, of Boston, were in the 
house at the time, and Mrs. Wadswordi escaped from the room 
of her husband into that of Miss Fenno. The assailants soon 
became masters of the whole house, except the room where 
the general was, and which was strongly barred, and they kept 
up a continual firing of musketry into the wbdows and doora 
except mto those of the ladies' room. General Wadsworth 
was provided with a pair of pistols, a blunderbuss and fusee, 
whicn he employed with great dexterity, bemg determined to 
defend himself to the last moment. With his pistols, whieh 
be discharged several times, he defended the windows of his 
room and a door which opened into the kitchen. His blunder- 
buss he snapped several times, but unfortunately it missed fife, 
be then seiz^ his fusee, which he discharged on some who were 
breaking through one of the windows, and obliged them to Beti. 
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He next defended himself with his bayonet, till he receired 
a ball through his left arm, when he surrendered, which ter- 
minated the contest. The firing, however, did not cease 
from the kitchen till the general unbarred the door, when 
the soldiers rushed into the room, and one of them who had 
been badly wounded, pointing a musket at his breast, ex- 
claimed with an oath, ^' you nave taken my life and I will 
take yours." But Lieutenant Stockton turned the musket, 
and saved his life. The commanding officer now applauded 
the general for his admirable defence, and assisted in putting 
on his clothes, saying, '^ you see we are in a critical situa- 
tion, you must excuse haste." Mrs. Wadsworth threw a 
blanket over him, and Miss Fenno applied a handkerchief 
closely round his wounded arm. In this condition, though 
much exhausted, he, with a wounded American soldier, was 
directed to march on foot, while two British wounded sol- 
diers, were mounted on a horse taken from the general's 
barn. They departed in great haste. When they had pro- 
ceeded about a mile, they met, at a small house, a number 
of people who had collected, and who inquired if they had 
taken Greneral Wadsworth. They said no, and added, that 
they must leave a wounded man in their care, and if they 

Eaid proper attention to him they should be compensated, 
ut if not, they would burn down their house, but the man 
appeared to be dying. 

General Wadsworth wajs now mounted on the horse behind 
the other wounded soldier, and was warned that his safety 
depended on his silence. Having crossed over a frozen mill 
pond about a mile in length, they were met by some of their 
party who had been left behind. At this place they found 
the British privateer which brought the party from the fort, 
the captain on being told that he must return there with the 
prisoner and the party, and seeing some of his men wound- 
ed, became outrageous, and damned the general for a rebel, 
demanded how he dared to fire on the king's troops, and 
ordered him to help launch the boat, or he would put his 
hanger through his body. The general replied that he was 
a prisoner, and badly wounded, and could not assist in launch- 
ing the boat. Lieutenant Stockton, on learning of this abu- 
sive treatment, in a manner honorable to himself, told the 
captain that the prisoner was a gentleman, had made a brave 
defence, and was to be treated accordingly, and added, that 
his conduct should be represented to General Campbell. 
After this the captain treated the prisoner with great civility, 
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and afforded him every comfort in his power. General Wads- 
worth had left the ladies in the house, not a window of which 
escaped destruction. The doors were broken down, and two of 
the rooms were set on fire, the floors covered with blood, and 
on one of them lay a brave old soldier, dangerously wounded, 
begging for death, that he might be released from misery. The 
anxiety and distress of Mrs. Wadsworth was inexpressible, 
and that of the general was greatly increased by tlie uncer- 
tainty in his mind respecting the fate of his little son, only 
five years old, who had been exposed to every danger by the 
firing into the house, but he had the happiness afterwards to 
hear of his safety. Having arrived at the British post, the 
capture of General Wadsworth was soon announced, and the 
shore thronged with spectators, to see the man, who, through 
the preceding year, had disappointed all the designs of the 
British in that quarter ; and loud shouts were heard from 
the rabble which covered the shore ; but when he arrived 
at. the fort, and was conducted into the officers^ guard room, 
he was treated with politeness. General Campbell, the 
commandant of the British garrison, sent his compliments to 
him, and a surgeon to dress his wounds, assuring him that his 
situation should be made comfortable. The next morning, 
General Campbell invited him to breakfast, and at table 
paid him many compliments on the defence he had made, 
observing, however, that he had exposed himself in a degree 
not perfectly justifiable. General Wadsworth replied, that 
from the manner of the attack, he had no reason to suspect 
any design of taking him alive, and that he intended there- 
fore to sell his life as dearly as possible. ^' But, Sir," says 
General Campbell, '^ I understand that the captain of the 
privateer treated you very ill, I shall see that matter set 
right." He then informed the prisoner, that a room in the 
officers' barracks within the fort, was prepared for him, and 
that he should send his orderly sergeant daily to attend him 
to breakfast and dinner at his table. Having retired to his 
solitary apartment, and while his spirits were extremely 
depressed by a recollection of the past, and by his present 
situation, he received from General Campbell several books 
of amusement, and soon after a visit from him, kindly en- 
deavoring to cheer the spirits of his prisoner by conversa- 
tion. Not long after the officers of the party called, and 
among others the redoubtable captain of the privateer, who 
called to ask pardon for what had fallen from him when in a 
passion, adding, that it was not in his nature to treat a gen^ 



S66 APPENDIX. 

tleman prisoner ill, that the unexpected disappointment of his 
craise had thrown him off his guard, and he hoped that thia 
would be deemed a sufficient apology. This General Wadst- 
worth accepted. At the hour of dining, he was invited to 
the table oi the commandant, where 1^ met with all the 
principal officers of the garrison, and from whom he receiT- 
ed partipular attention Bnd politeness. General Wadswerth 
aoon made applicaticm to the commandant for a flag of truce, 
hj which means he could transmit a fetter to the governor 
of Massachusetts, and another to Mrs. Wadsworth, this wa« 
granted, on the condition that the letter to the governor 
should be inspected. The flag was entrusted to Lieutenant 
Stockton, ana on his return, the general was relieved from 
«11 anxiety respecting his wife and family. General Camp- 
bell and the officers of the garrison continued their civili- 
ties for some time, and endeavored, by bodes and personal 
Tisits, to^ render his situation as pleasant as circumstances 
would admit of. At the end of five weeks, his wound being 
nearly healed, he requested of General Campbell the cus- 
tomanr privilege of a parole, and received in reply, that his 
case had been reported to the commanding officer at New 
York, and that no alteration could be made till orders were 
received from that ouarter. In about two months, Mrs. 
Wadsworth and Miss Fenno arrived, and General Campbell 
and some of the officers contributed to render their visit 
agreeable to all concerned. About the same time, orders 
were received from the commanding general at New York, 
which were concealed from General Wadsworth, but he 
finally leanit that he was not to be paroled nor exchanged, 
but was to be sent to England as a rebel of too much conse- 
quence to be at liberty. Not long afterwards. Major Ben- 
jamm BuKon, a brave and worthy man, who had served 
under General Wadsworth the preceding summer, was taken 
end brottri^t into the fort, and lodged in the same room with 
General nadsworth. He had been informed, that both 
himself and the general were to be sent, immediately after 
the return of a privateer, now out on a cruise, either to 
New York or Halifax, and thence to England. The prison- 
ers immediately resdlved to make a desperate attempt to 
effect their escape. They were confined in a grated room 
in the officers' barracks within the fort. The walls of this 
fortress, exclusively of the depth of the ditch surrounding it, 
were twenty feet high, with fraising onthe top, and chevaux 
de frise at Uie bottom. Two sentinels were sJways in the 
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entry, and their door, the upper part of which wtB of glast, 
might be opeaed by these watchmen whenever they thought 
proper, and was actually opened at seasons of pecaliar dark* 
ness and silence. At the exterior doors of the entries, sen- 
tinels were also stationed, as were others in the body of the 
fort, and at the quarters of Oeneral Campbell. At the 
guard house, a strong guard was daily mounted. Several 
sentinels were stationed on the walls of the fort, and a com* 
plete line occupied them by night. Without the ditch, 
glacis and abattis, another complete set of ;Soldiers patroled 
through the night, also. The gate of the fort was shut at 
iUDset, and a picquet guard was placed on or near the isth- 
BMs leading from the fort to the main land. 

The room in which they ^ere confined was ceiled with 
boards. One of these they determined to cut off so as te 
make a hole large enough to pass threu^, and then to creep 
along till they should come to the next, or middle entry ; 
and then lower themselves down into this entry by a blanket. 
If they should not be discovered, the passage to the walls of 
the fort was easy. In the evening, aher the sentinels had 
seen the priseners retire to bed, Greneral Wadsworth got 
«p and standing in a chair attempted to cut with his knife 
the intended opening, but soon found it impracticable. The 
next day, by giving a soldier a dollar, they procured a gim- 
blet. With this instrument they proceeded cautiously, and 
as silently as possible, to perforate the board, and in order 
to conceal every appearance from their servants and from 
the officers their visiters, they carefully covered the gim- 
blet holes with chewed bread. At the end of. three weeks 
their labors were so far completed that it only remained to 
cut wiUi a knife the parts which were left to hold the piece 
in its place. When their preparations were finished, they 
learned that the privateer in which they were to embark, 
was daily expected. In the evening of the 18th of June, a 
very severe storm of rain, mth great darkness and almost 
incessant lightning came on. This the prisoners considered 
as the propitious moment. Having extinguished their lights^ 
tiiey began to cut the comers of the boajpd, and in less than 
an hour the intended opening was completed. The noise 
which the operation occasioned was drowned by the rain 
falling on the roof. Major Burton first ascended to the ceil- 
ine, and pressed himself through the opening. Greneral 
Wadsworth next, having put the comer of his blanket 
through the hole, and made it fast by a strong wooden skew- 
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er, attempted to make his waj through, standing on a chair 
below, but it was with extreme difficulty that he at lengtb 
effected it, and reached the middle entry. From this he 
passed through the door which he found open, and made his 
way to the wal] of the fort, and had to encounter the great- 
est difficulty before he could ascend to the top. He had 
now to creep along the top of the fort between the sentry 
boxes at the very moment when the relief was shifting sen- 
tinels, but the falling of heavy rain kept the sentinels within 
their boxes, and* favored his escape. Having now fastened 
his blanket round a picket at the top, he let himself down 
through the chevaux de frise to the ground, and in a manner 
astonishing to himself, made his way into the open field. 
Here he was obliged to grope his way among rocks, stumps, 
and brush in the darkness or night, till he reached the cove. 
Happily the tide had ebbed and enabled him to cross the 
water about a mile in breadth and not more than three feet 
deep. About two o'clock in the morning, General Wads- 
worth found himself a mile and a half from the fort, and he 
proceeded through a thick wood and brush to the Penobscot 
river, and after passing some distance along the shore, being 
seven miles from the fort, to his unspeakable joy he saw his 
friend Burton advancing towards him. Major Burton had 
been obliged to encounter in his course equal difficulties 
with his companion, and such were the incredible perils, 
dangers and obstructions, which they surmounted, that their 
escape may be considered almost miraculous. It was now 
necessary they should cross the Penobscot river, and very 
fortunately they discovered a canoe with oars on the shore 
suited to their purpose. While on the river they discovered 
a barge with a party of British from the fort in pursuit of 
them, but by taking an oblique course, and plying their oars 
to the utmost, they happily eluded the eyes of their pursu- 
ers, and arrived safe on the western shore. After having 
ing wandered in the wilderness for several days and nights, 
exposed to extreme fatigue and cold, and with no other food 
than a little dry bread and meat, which they brought in their 
pockets from the fort, thev reached the settlements on the 
river St. George, and no further difiSculties attended their 
return to their respective families. 
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JVbte r. 

There is a particular transaction in the history of our 
Revolutionary war, which was known only to General Wash- 
ington and a single confidential officer, the gallant Major Lee, 
commander of a corps of cavalry. As the story is particu- 
larly interesting, and as it has never been disclosed to the 
public, by any historian except by Major Lee in his valuable 
memoirs, I cannot resist the temptation of enriching this 
work with the narration, in the words of the respectable 
author. 

'^ Lately, John Cbampe, serjeant major of the legion of 
cavalry, who had been for several months considered by the 
corps a deserter, returned. This high-minded soldier had 
been selected to undertake a very difficult and perilous pro- 
ject, the narration of which is due to his merit, as w6U as 
to the singularity of his progress. 

^^ The treason of General Arnold, — the capture of Andre, 
with intelligence received by Washington, through his confi- 
dential agents in New York, communicating that many of his 
officers, and especially a major general named to him, were 
connected with Arnold, could not fail to seize the attention 
of a commander even less diligent and zealous. It engaged 
his mind entirely, exciting sensations the most anxious, as 
well as unpleasant. The moment he reached the army, 
then under the orders of Major General Greene, encamped 
in the vicinity of Tappan, he sent for Major Lee, posted 
with the light troops some distance in front. This officer 
repaired to head quarters with celerity, and found the gen- 
eral in his marquee alone, busily engaged in writing. So 
soon as Lee entered, he was requested to take a seat, and a 
bundle of papers, lying on the table, was given to him for 
perusal, in these much mformation was detailed, tending 
to prove that Arnold was not alone in the base conspiracy 
just detected, but that the poison was spread ; and that a 
major general, whose name was not concealed, was certain- 
ly as guilty as Arnold himself. This officer had enjoyed 
without interruption, the confidence of the Commander in 
Chief throughout the war ; nor did there exist a single rea- 
son in support of the accusation. It altogether rested on 
the intelligence derived from the papers before him. Major 
Lee, personally acquainted with the accused, could not re- 
frain from suggestbg the probability, that the whole was a 
contrivance of Sir Henry Clinton, in order to destroy that 
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confidence between the conunnDder and his officers, on which 
the success of military operations depend. This suggestion, 
Washington replied, was jdanaibla, and deserved due consid- 
eration. It had early occnrred to his own mind, and had not 
been slightly regarded ; hot his r^ectkns settled in a cq»- 
elusion not to be shaken, as the saoM suggestion applied tn 
no officer more forcibly than a few days ago it wmild hare 
done to General Arnold, known now to be a traitor. 

^^ Announcing this result of his iKediftations with the toae 
and conntenance of a mind deeply agitated, and ceaolved on 
its course, Lee continued sUent, when the general proceed* 
ed : I have sent (or you, in the expeetakiDn thai you have in 
your corps individuals capable and willing to undertake an 
mdispensable, delicate, and hazardous prcgect. Whoever 
comes forward on this occasion, will lay me under great ob^ 
ligations personally ; and in behalf of the United States, I 
will reward him amply. No time is to be loot ; he must 
proceed, if possible, this night. My object is to pmhe to 
the bottom the afflicting intelligence contained m the papero 
you have just read, to seise Arnold, and by getting lum, to 
save Andre. They are all conneeted. While my emissarjF 
is engaged in preparing means for the seizure of Arnold, the 
guilt of others can he traced ; and the timely delivery of 
Arnold to me, will possibly pOt it into my power to restore 
the amiable and unfortunate Andre to his friends* Mj instrue- 
tions are rea^, in whidi you will find my express orders, 
that Arnold is not to be hurt ; hut that he be permitted to 
escape, if to be prevented only by killii^ him, as hk public 
pumshment is the only object in view. This you cannot too 
forcibly press on whoever may engage in tln& enterprise ; 
and this fail not to do. With my instructions are two letters^ 
to be delivered as ordered, and here are some guineas foe 
expenses. 

^^ Major Lee replying, said, that he had little or no doubt 
but that his legion contained many individuals daring enouj^ 
for any operation, however perilous ; but that the one in 
view, required a combination of qualities not easily to be 
found, unless in a commisrioned officer, to whom he could 
not venture to propose an enterprise, the first step to whicb 
was desertion. That thouj^h the serjeant major of the cav* 
al^ was ia all respects qualified for the delicate and adven* 
turous project, and to him it might be proposed without in* 
delicacy, as his station did not interpose the obstacle before 
itited ; yet it was very probable that the same difficulty 
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would occur in his breast, to remove which would not be 
easy, if practicable. 

'^ Washington was highly pleased with finding that a non- 
commissioned officer was deemed capable of executing his 
views ; as he had felt extreme difficulty in authorizing an 
invitation to officers, who generally are, and always onght to 
be, scrupulous and nice in adhering to the course of honor. 
He asked the name, the country, the age, the size, length of 
service, and character of the sergeant. 

^^ Being told his name, — that he was a native of Loudon 
county in Virginia ; about twenty-four years of age, — that he 
had enlisted in 1776, — rather above the common size, full of 
bone and muscle, with a saturnine countenance, grave, 
thoughtiul and taciturn, — of tried courage and inflexible per- 
severance, and as likely to reject an overture coupled with 
ignominy as auy officer in the corps ; a commission being the 
goal of his long and anxious exertions, and certain on the first 
vacancy. 

^^ The general exclaimed, that he was the very man for 
the business ; that he must undertake it ; and that going to 
the enemy by the instigation and at the request of his officer, 
Was not desertion, though it appeared to be so ; and he en- 
joined that this explanation, as coming from him, should be 
pressed on Champe ; and that the vast good in prospect should 
be contrasted, with the mere semblance of doing wrong, 
which he presumed, could not fail to conquer every scruple. 
Major Lee assured the general, that every exertion would 
be assayed on his part to execute his wishes ; and taking 
leave, returned to the camp of the light corps, which he 
reached about eight o'clock at night. Sending instantly for 
the sergeant major, he introduced the business in the way 
best calculated, as he thought, to produce his concurrence ; 
and dilated largely on the very great obligations he would 
confer on the Commander in Chief, whose unchanging and 
active beneficence to the troops had justly drawn to him their 
affection, which would be merely nominal, if, when an oppor- 
tunity should offer to any individual of contributing to the 
promotion of his views, that opportunity was not zealously 
embraced. That the one now presented to him had never 
before occurred, and in all probability would never occur 
again, even should the war continue for ages ; it being most 
rare for these distinct consequences, all of primary weight, 
to be comprised within a single operation, and that operation 
necessarily to be entrusted to one man, whq would want but 

47 
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one or two associates in the active part of its execation* 
That the chance of detection became extremely narrow, and 
consequentlj that of success enlarged. That by succeeding 
m the safe delivery of Arnold, he not only gratified his gene- 
ral in the most acceptable manner, but he would be hailed 
as the avenger of the reputation of the army, stained by foul 
and wicked perfidy ; and what could not but be highlv pleas- 
ing, he would be the instrument of saving the life of Major 
Andre, soon to be brought before a court of inquiry, the de- 
cision of which could not be doubted, from the universally 
. known circumstances of the case, and had been anticipated 
in the general's instructions. That by investigating with dili- 

fence and accuracy the intelligence communicated to him, 
e would bring to light new guilt, or he would relieve inno- 
cence, as was most probable, froi6 distrust ; quieting the 
torturing suspicions which now harrowed the mind of Wash- 
ington, and restoring agam to his confidence a once honored 
Seneral, possessing it at present only ostensibly, as well as 
ush doubts affecting many of his brother soldiers. 
^^ In short, the accomplishment of so much good was in it- 
self too attractive to be renounced by a generous mind ; and 
when connected with the recollection of the high honor which 
the selection shed on him as a soldier, he ought not, he 
must not, pause. The discourse was followed by a detail of 
the plan, with a wish that he would enter on its execution in- 
stantly. Champe listened with deep attention, and with a 
highly excited countenance ; the perturbations of his breast 
not being hid even by his dark visage. He briefly, and 
modestly replied, that no soldier exceeded him in respect 
and affection for the Commander in Chief, to serve whom he 
would willingly lav down his life ; and that he was sensible 
of the honor conferred by the choice of him for the execu- 
tion of a project all over arduous ; nor could he be at a loss 
to know to whom was to be ascribed the preference bestow- 
ed, which he took pleasure in acknowledging, though increas- 
ing obligations before great and many. 

'^ That he was charmed with the plan. Even its partial 
success would lead to great good ; as it would give peace to 
the general's mind, and do justice, as he hoped, to innocence. 
Full success, added powerful and delicious personal incite- 
ments, as well as the gratification of the general and army. 
He was not, he said, deterred by the danger and difficulty 
which was evidently to be encountered, but he was deterred 
by the ignominy of desertion, to be followed by the hypo- 
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CI Uy of eolisting with the enemy ; neither of which comport* 
ed with his feelings, and either placed an insuperable bar in 
his way to promotion. 

^^ He concluded by observing, if any mode could be coi^- 
trived free from disgrace, he would cordially embark in the 
enterprize. As it was, he prayed to be excused ; and hoped 
that services, always the best in his power to perform, faith- 
fully executed, did entitle his prayer to success. The ob- 
jections at first apprehended, now to be combated, were ex- 
tended to a consequence which had not su'ggested itself. 
Lee candidly admitted that he had expected the first objec- 
tion made, and that only ; which had been imparted to the 
general, who gave to it full consideration, and concluded by de« 
daring, that the crime of desertion was not incurred ; as no 
act done by the soldier at the request of the Commander in 
Chief could be considered as desertion, and that an action so 
manifestly praiseworthy as that to be performed, when known, 
would dissipate by its own force the reflections excited by 
appearances, which no doubt would be acrimonious, leaving 
the actor in full enjoyment of the future rich rewards of his 
virtue. That the reflecting mind ousht not to balance between 
the achievement of so much good, and the doing wrong in 
Semblance only ; to which Major Lee subjoined, that when 
in consequence of the general's call on him for a soldier 
capable and willing to execute a project so tempting to 
the brave, he considered himself and corps highly honored ; 
and that b^ should consider himself reduced to a mortifying 
condition, if the resistance to the undertaking compelled hi^i 
to inform the general that he must recur to some other corps 
to provide an agent to execute this necessary and bold ep- 
terprize. 

'^ He entreated the sergeant to ask himself what must be 
.the sensations of his comrades, if a soldier from some other 
corps should execute the enterprize, when they should be 
told that the glory transferred to the regiment of which he 
was one, might have been enjoyed by the legion, had not ser- 
geant Champe shrunk from the overture made to him by his 
general, rather than reject Scruples too' narrow and confined 
to be permitted to interfere with grand and virtuous deeds. 
The esprit du corps could not be resisted, and united to his in- 
clination, it subdued his prejudices, and he declared his will- 
ingness to conform to the wishes of the general ; relying, as 
lie confidently did, that his reputation would be protected by 
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those wbo had indaced him to undertake the enterpiize. 
should he be anfortiiiiate in the attempt. 

^^ The instractioiis were read to him, and every distinct 
object presented plainly to his view, of which he took notes 
so disguised as to be understood only by himself- He was 
particularly cautioned to use the utmost circumspection in 
deliFering his letters, and to take care to withhold from the 
two individuals, addressed under feipied names, knowledge 
of each other ; for though both had long been in the confi- 
dence of the general, yet it was not known by one that the 
other was so engaged. 

^^ He was further urged to bear in constant recollection 
the solenm injunction so pointedly expressed in the instruc- 
tions to Major Lee, of forbearing to kill Arnold in any condi- 
tion of things. 

^^ This part of the business being 6nisbed, the major^s and 
sergeant ^s deliberations were turned to the manner of the 
latter^s desertion ; for it was well known to both, that to 
pass the numerous patroles of horse and foot crossing from 
the stationary guards, was itself difficult, which was now 
rendered more so by parties thrown occasionally beyond the 
place called Liberty Pole, as well as by swarms of irre- 
gulars, induced sometimes to venture down to the very point 
of Paulus* Hook, with the hope of picking up booty. Evident- 
ly discernible as were the difficulties in the way, no relief 
could be administered by Major Lee, lest it might induce a 
belief that he was privy to the desertion, which opinion get- 
ting to the enemy would involve the life of Champe. The 
sergeant was left to his own resources and to his own man- 
agement, with the declared determination that in case his 
departure should be discovered before morning, Lee would 
take care to delay pursuit as long as was practicable. 

*^ Giving to the sergeant three guineas, and presenting his 
best wishes, he recommended him to start without delay, 
and enjoined him to communicate his arrival in New York as 
soon thereafter as might be practicable. Champe pulling 
out his watch, compared it with the major's, reminding the 
latter of the importance of holding back pursuit, which he 
was convinced would take place in the course of the night, 
and which might be fatal, as he knew that he should be oblig- 
ed to zigzag in order to avoid the patroles, which would con- 
sume time. It was now nearly eleven. The sergeant re- 
turned to camp and taking his cloak, valice and orderly book, 
be drew his horse from the picquet, and mounting him put 
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himself on fortune. Lee charmed with his expeditious con- 
summation of the first part of the enterprize, retired to rest. 
Useless attempt ! the past scene could not be obliterated ; 
and, indeed, had that been practicable, the interruption which 
ensued would have stopped repose. 

" Within half an hour, Captain Games, officer of the day, 
waited on the major, and with considerable emotion told him 
that one of the patrol had fallen in with a dragoon, who, 
being challenged, put spur to his horse, and escaped, though 
instantly pursued. Lee complaining of the interruption, and 
pretending to be extremely fatigued by his ride to and from 
head quarters, answered as if he did not understand what had 
been said, which compelled the captain to repeat it. Who 
can the fellow that was pursued be f inquired the major ; 
adding, a countryman, probably. No, replied the captain, 
the patrol sufficiently distinguished him to know that he was 
a dragoon ; probably one from the army, if not certainly one 
of our own. This idea was ridiculed from its improbability, 
as during the whole war but a smgle dragoon had deserted 
from the legion. This did not convince Carnes, so much 
stress was it now the fashion to lay on the desertion of Ar- 
nold, and the probable effect of his example. The captain 
withdrew to examine the squadron of horse, whom he had 
ordered to assemble in pursuance of established usage on 
similar occasions. Very quickly he returned, stating that 
the scoundrel was known, and was no less a person than the 
sergeant major, who was gone off with his horse, baggage, 
arms and orderly book, — so presumed, as neither the one 
nor the other could be found. Sensibly affected at the sup- 
posed baseness of a soldier extremely respected, the captain 
added that he had ordered a party to make ready for pursuit, 
and begged the major's written orders. 

^^ Occasionally this discourse was interrupted, and every 
idea suggested which the excellent character of the sergeant 
warranted, to induce the suspjcion that he bad not deserted, 
but had taken the liberty to leave camp with a view of per- 
sonal pleasure ; an example, said Lee, too often set by the 
officers themselves, destructive as it was of discipline, op- 
posed as it was to orders, and disastrous as it might prove to 
the corps in the course of service. 

^' Some little delay was thus interposed ; but it being now 
announced that the pursuing party was ready. Major Lee di- 
rected a change in the officer, saying that he had a particular 
service in view, which he had determined to entrust to the 
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lieutenaDt ready for duty, and which probably must be per* 
formed ia the morning. He therefore directed him to sum-' 
mon Cornet Middleton for the present command. Lee was 
induced thus to act, first to add to the delay, and next from 
bis knowledge of the tenderness of Middleton's disposition, 
which he hoped would lead to the protection of Champe, 
should he be taken. Within ten minutes Middleton appeared 
to receive his orders, which were delived to him made out 
in the customary form, and signed by the major. <^ Pursue 
so far as you can with safety sergeant Champe, who is sus- 

{>ected of deserting to the enemy, and has taken the road 
eading to Paulus' Hook. Bring him alive, that he may suffer 
in the presence of the array, but kill him if he resists, or es- 
capes after being taken." 

^^ Detaining the cornet a few minutes longer in advising 
him what course to pursue, — urging bim to take care of the 
horse and accoutrements, if recovered, — and enjoining him 
to be on his guard, lest he might by hi9 eager pursuit, imprp- 
vidently fall into the hands of the enemy, — the Major dismiss- 
ed Middleton, wishing him success. A shower of rain fell 
soon after Champers departure, which enabled the pursuing 
dragoons to take the trail of his horse ; knowing, as officer 
and trooper did, the qoAke of .their ^bocs, whose impression 
was an unerring guide.* 

'' When Middleton departed, it was a few minutes past 
twelve, so that Champe bad only the start of rather more 
than an hour, — by no means so long as was desired. Lee be- 
came very unhappy, not only because the estimable and gal- 
lant Champe might be injured, but lest the enterprize jnight 
be delayed ; and he spent a aleepless night. The pursuing 
party during the night, was, on their part, delayed by the 
necessary halts to examine occasionally the road, as the im- 
pression of the horse's shoes directed their course ; this waa 
unfortunately too evident, no other horse having .passed 
along the road ^ince the shower. When the day broke, Mid-» 
dleton was no l(XQger forced to halt, and he passed on with 
rapidity. Ascending an eminence before, he reached the 
Three Pigeons, some miles on the north of the village of 
Bergen, as the pursuing party reached its summit, Champe 
was descried not more tnan half a mile in front. Resem- 

* The horsM being all .^hod by oar own farriers, Uie ahoea frere made in the 
same form ; which, with a private mark annexed to the fore shoes, and known to 
the troopers, peiftted out -the trail «f ««r drafoons to eaoh «therr4«hiah waa.oftaii 
.very luefiil. 
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bling an Indian in his vigilance, the sergeant at the same mo- 
ment discovered the partj, to whose object he was no strang- 
er, and giving spur to his horse, he determined to outstrip his 
pursuers. Midaleton at the same instant put his horses to the 
top of their speed ; and being, as the legion all were,* well ac- 
quainted with the country, he recollected a short route through 
the woods to the bridge below Bergen, which diverged from 
the great road just after you gain the Three Pigeons. Reaching 
the point of separation, he halted, and divided his party, di- 
rected a sergeant with a few dragoons to take the near cut, 
and possess with all possible despatch the bridge, while he 
with the residue, followed Champe ; not doubting but that 
Champe must deliver himself up, as he would be enclosed 
between himself and his sergeant. Champe did not forget 
the short cut, and would have taken it himself, but he knew 
it was the usual route of our parties when returning in the 
day from the neighborhood of the enemy, properly preferring 
the woods to the road. He consequently avoided it ; and 
persuaded that Middleton would avail himself of it, wisely 
resolved to relinquish his intention of getting to Paulus' Hook, 
and to seek refuge from two British galleys, laying a few 
miles to tire west of Bergen. 

" This was a station always occupied by one or two gal- 
leys, and which it was known now lay there. Entering the 
village of Bergen, Champe turned to his right, and disguising 
his change of coure as much as he could by taking the beaten 
streets, turning as they turned, he passed through the village 
and took the road towards Elizabethtown Point. Middleton's 
sergeant gained the bridge, where he concealed himself, 
ready to pounce on Champe, when he came up ; and Mid- 
dleton, pursuing his course through Bergen, soon got also to 
the bridge, when, to his extreme mortification, he found that 
the sergeant had slipt through his fingers. Returning up the 
road, he enquired of the villagers of Bergen, whether a dra- 
goon had been seen that morning preceding his party. He 
was answered in the affirmative, but could learn nothing 
satisfactory as to the route he had taken. While engaged 
in enquiries himself, he spread his party through the village 
to strike the trail of Champers horse, a resort always recur- 
red to. Some of his dragoons hit it, just as the sergeant, leav- 
ing the village, got in the road to the point. Pursuit was 
renewed with vigor, and again Champe was descried. He, 
apprehending the event, had prepared himself for it, by lash- 
ing his valice, containing his clothes and orderly book, on his 
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shoulders, and holding his drawn sword in his hand, having^ 
thrown away its scabbard. This he did to save what was 
indispensable to him, and to prevent any interruption to his 
swimming from the scabbard, should Middleton, as he pre- 
sumed, when disappointed at the bridge, take the measures 
adopted by him. The pursuit was rapid and close, as the 
stop occasioned by the sergeant's preparations for swimmmg 
had brought Middleton within two or three hundred yards. 
As soon as Champe got abreast of the galleys, he dismounted, 
and running through the marsh to the river he plunged into it, 
calling on the galleys for help. This was readily given ; 
they fired on our horse, and sent a boat to meet Champe, 
who was taken in and carried on board, and conveyed to New 
York with a letter from the captain of the galley, stating the 
past scene, all of which he had seen. 

^' The horse with his equipments, the sergeant's cloak 
and sword scabbard, were recovered ; the sword itself, be- 
ing held by Champe till he plunged into the river, was lost, 
as Middleton found it necessary to retire without searching 
for it. 

" About three o'clock in the evening, our party returned, 
and the soldiers, seeing the horse, well known to them, in 
our possession, made the air resound with exclamations that 
the scoundrel was killed. 

^^ Major Lee, called by this heart rending annunciation 
from his tent, saw the sergeant's horse led by one of Middle- 
ton^s dragoons, and began to reproach himself with the blood 
of the highly prized, faithful, and intrepid Champe. Stifling 
his agony, he advanced to meet Middleton, and became some- 
what relieved as soon as he got near enough to discern the 
countenance of his officer and party. There was evidence 
in their looks of disappointment, and he was quickly relieved 
by Middleton's information that the sergeant had effected his 
escape with the loss of his horse, and narrated the particu- 
lars just recited. 

" Lee's joy was now as full, as the moment before, his tor- 
ture had been excruciating. Never was a happier conclu- 
sion. The sergeant escaped unhurt, carrying with him to 
the enemy undeniable testimony of the sincerity of his deser- 
tion, — cancelling every apprehension before entertained, lest 
the enemy might suspect him of being what he really was. 

" Major Lee imparted to the Commander in Chief the oc- 
currence, who was sensibly affected by the hair breadth es- 
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cape of Champe, and anticipated with pleasure the good ef- 
fect sure to follow the eneiny's knowledge of its manner. 

'^ On the fourth day after Champe's departure, Lee received 
a letter from him, written the day before m a disguised hand, 
without any signature, and stating what had passed after he 
got on board the galley, where he was kindly received. 

'^ He was carried to the commandant of New York as soon 
as he arrived, and presented the letter addressed to this officer 
from the captain of the galley. Being asked to what corps be 
belonged, and a few other common questions, he was sent under 
care of an orderly sergeant, to the adjutant general, who, find- 
ing that he was sergeant major of the legion of horse, heretofore 
remarkable for their fidelity, he began to interrogate bim. He 
was told by Champe, that such was the spirit of defection 
which prevailed among the American troops, in consequence of 
Arnold's example, that he had no doubt, if the temper was pro- 
perly cherished, Washington's ranks would not only be greatly 
thinned, but that some of his best corps would leave bim. To 
this conclusion, the sergeant said, he was led by his own ob- 
servations, and especially by his knowledge of the discontents 
which agitated the corps to which he had belonged. His size, 
place of birth, his form, countenance, color of his hair, the 
corps in which he had served, with other remarks in conformity 
to the British usage, was noted in a large folio book. After this 
was finished, he was sent to the Commander in Chief, in charge 
of one of the stafi*, with a letter from the adjutant general. 
Sir Henry Clintcm treated him very kindly, and detau^ him 
more than an hour, asking him many questions, all leading, — 
first to know to what extent this spirit of defection might be 
pushed by proper incitements, — what were the most operating 
mcitemo^, — ^whether any general officers were suspected by 
Washington as concerned in Arnold's conspiracy, or any other 
officers of note; — ^who they were, and whether the troops 
approved or censured Washington's suspicions, — whether his 
popularity in the army was sinking, or continued stationary. 
What was Major Andre's situation, — whether any change had 
taken place in the manner of his confinement, — ^what was the 
current ooinion of his probable fate, — and whether it was 
thought Washingtcm would treat him as a spy. To these vari-r 
ous mterrogations, some of which were perplexing, Champe 
answered warily ; exciting, nevertheless, hopes that the adop- 
tion of proper measures to encourage desertion, of which he 
could not pretend to form an opinion, would certainly bring off 
hundreds of the American soldiers, including some of the best 
48 
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troqM, horse as well as foot. Req)ecting the firte ef Andre, 
he said he was ignorant, though there appeared to.be a gieneral 
wish in the army that his life should not be taken ; and that be 
believed it would depend more oa the dispontion of Coogreas, 
than on the will of Washington. 

'^ After this long conyersation ended, Sir Henry presented 
Champe with a couple of guineas, and recommended bim to 
wait on General Arnold, who was engaged in raising an Ameri- 
can legion in the service of his majesty. He directed one of 
his aids to write to Arnold by Champe, stating who be was, 
and what he had said about the disposition in Sue army to fol- 
low his example, which was very so(m done ; it was given to 
the orderly attending on Champe, to be presented with the de- 
serter to General Arnold. Arnold expressed much satisfaction 
on hearing from Champe the manner of his escape, and the 
effect of Arnold's example ; and concluded his numerous in- 
quiries by assigning quarters to the sei^ant, — the same as 
were occupied by his recruiting sergeants. 

^^ He also proposed to Champe to join his l^on, telling him 
he could give him the same station he had held in the rebel ser*> 
vice, and promising further advancement when merited. Express- 
ins his wish to retire from war, and his conviction g[ the cer- 
tamty of his being hung if ever taken by the rebels, he be^ed 
to be excused from enlistment ; assuring the general, that 
should he change his mind, he would certainly accept his offer. 
Retiring to the assigned quarters, Champe now turned his at* 
tention to the delivery of his letters, which he could not effect 
till the next night, and then only to one of the two incogniti to 
whom he was recommended. This man received the sei^eant 
with extreme attention, and having read the letter, assured 
Champe that he might rely on his faithful cooperation in doing 
every thing in his power consistently with his safi^y, to guard 
which required the utmost prudence and circumsqpection. The 
sole object in which the aid of this individual was required, re- 
garded the general and others of our army, implicated in the 
information sent to Wadiington by him. To this object Champe 
urged his attention, assuring him of the solicitude it had excit- 
ed, and telling him that this speedy investigation had induced 
the general to send him into New York. Promising to enter 
on it with zeal, and engagii^ to send out Champe's letters to 
Major Lee, he fixed the time and place for their next meetii^, 
when they separated. 

^' Lee made known to the general what had been transmitted 
to him by Champe, and received in answer directions to press 
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Champe to the expeditioas conclusion of his mission, as the fate 
of Andre would be soon decided, when little or no delay could 
be admitted in execiiuting whatever sentence the court might 
decree. The same messenger who brought Champe's letter, 
returned with the ordered communication. Five dajs had 
nearly elapsed after reaching New York, before Champe saw 
the confidant to whom only the attempt against Arnold was to 
be entrusted. This person entered with promptitude into the 
desq^, prmnising his cordial assistance. To procure a proper 
associate to Champe was the first object, and this he promised 
to do w^ all possible despatch. Furnishing a conveyance io 
Lee, we again heard from Champe, who stated what I have 
related, with the additional intelligence that he had that moni- 
ing, the last of September, been appointed one of Arnold's 
recruiting sergeants, having enlisted the day before with Arnold ; 
and that he was induced to take ttiis afflicting step, for the pur- 
pose of seeurii^ uninterrupted ingress and egress to the house 
which the general occupied, it being indispensable to a speedy 
conclusion of the difficult enterprise which the information he 
had just received had so forcibly urged. He added, that the 
difficulties in his way were numerous and stubborn, and that his 
prospect of success was by no means cheering. With respect 
to the additional treason, he asserted that he had every reason 
to believe that it was groundless ; that the report took its rise 
in the enemy's camp, and that he hoped soon to clear up this 
matter satirfactorily. The pleasure which the last part of this 
oommunication afibrded was damped by the tidings it imparted 
respecting Arnold, as on his speedy delivery depended Andre's 
relief. The interposition of Sir Henry Clinton, who was ex- 
tremely anxious to save his much loved aid de camp, still con- 
tinued ; and it was expected the examination of witnesses and 
the defence of the prisoner, would protract the decision of the 
court of inquiry, now assembled, and give sufficient time for the 
consummation of the protect committed to Champe. A com- 
plete disappointment took place from a quarter unforeseen, and 
unexpected, ^he honorable and accomplished Andre, know- 
ing his guilt, disdained defence, and prevented the examination 
of witn^ses, by confessing the character in which he stood. 
On tlie next day, the 2d of October, the court again assembled, 
when every doubt that could possibly arise m the case having 
been removed by the previous confession, Andre was declared 
to be a spy, and condemned to suffer accordingly. 

♦' The sentence was executed on the subsequent day in the 
usual form, the Commander in Chief deemmg it improper to 



S82 APPENDIX. 

interpose any delay. In this decision he was warranted by the 
very unpromising intelligence received from Champe, — by the 
still existing implication of other ofl^rs in Arnold's con- 

3 piracy, — by a due regard to public opinion, — and by real tcn- 
emess to the condemned. 
" Neither Congress nor the nation could have been with pro- 
priety informed of the cause of the delay, and without such in- 
formation it must have excited in both, alarm and suspicion. 
Andre himself could not have been entrusted with the secret, 
and would consequently have attributed the unlodced for event 
to the expostulation and exertion of Sir Henry Clinton, 
which would not fail to produce in his breast expectations of 
ultimate relief ; to excite which would have been cruel, as 
the realization of such expectation depended only on a possible 
but improbable contingency. The fate of Andre, hastened by 
himself, deprived the enterprise committed to Champe of a 
feature which had been highly prized by its projector, and 
which had very much engaged the heart of the individual chos- 
en to execute it. 

^^ Washington ordered Major Lee to communicate what had 
passed to the sergeant, with directions to encourage him to 
prosecute with unrelaxed vigor the remaining objects of his in- 
structions, but to intermit haste in the execution only so far as 
was compatible with final success. 

^^ This was accordingly done, by the first opportunity, in the 
manner directed. Champe deplored the sad necessity which 
occurred, and candidly confessed that the hope of enabling 
Washington to save the life of Andre, who had been the subject 
of universal commiseration in the American camp, greatly con- 
tributed to remove the serious difficulties wfaicn opposed his 
acceding to the proposition when first propounded, oome doc- 
uments accompanied this communication, tending to prove the 
innocence of the accused general ; they were completely 
satisfactory and did credit to the discrimination, zeal and dili- 
gence of the sergeant. Lee enclosed them immediately to the 
Commander in Chief, who was pleased to express the satisfac- 
tion he derived from the information, and to order the major to 
wait on hini the next day ; when the whole subject was re- 
examined, and the distrust heretofore entertained of the accus- 
ed was forever dismissed.* Nothing now remained to be done 



* Copy of a letter from General Waahington to Major Lee, in his own hand 
writing, dated, October 28d, 1780. 

Dkak Sir,-.-I am very glad yoar letter of this date has given strength to my 
conyiction of the innocence t ithe gentleman who was the subject of your inquiry. 
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but the seizure and safe delivery of Arnold. To this object 
Champe gave his undivided attention ; and on the 19th October, 
Major Lee received from him a very particular account of the 
prioress he had made, with the outlines of his plan. This was, 
without delay, submitted to Washington ; with a request for a 
few additional guineas. The general's letter'* written on the 
«ame day, 20th October, evinces his attention to the minutie 
of business, as well as his immutable determination to possess 
Arnold alive, or not at' all. This was his original injunction, 
which he never omitted to enforce on every proper occasion. 

^' Major Lee had an opportunity, in the course of the 
week, of writing to Champe, when he told him that the re- 
wards which he had promised to his associates would be 
certainly paid on the delivery of Arnold ; and in the mean 
time, small sums of money would be furnished for casual 
expenses, it being deemed improper that he should appear 
with much, lest it might lead to suspicion and detection. 
That five guineas were now sent, and that more would fol- 
low when absolutely necessary. 



I want to see yon on a particular piece of buineaa. If the day ia ftir, and Bothing 
cf conaeqaence intenrenes, I will be at the marquia* quartern at ten o'clock to-- 
morrow. If thia afaould not happen, I afaall be glad to see you at head qaartera.- 

I am, dear Sir, yoor moat obedient aenrant, 

O. Washing Tov. 

* Copy of a letter from General W«ahingtoB to Mi^or Lee in hia own hand 
writing. 

Head Qoartera, October aOth, 1780. 

Dear Sir,— The plan propoaed for taking A— d, the oaUinea of which are com- 
municated in your letter, which waa thia moment put into my handa without date, 
haa erery Q^k ot a good one. I therefore agree to the promiaed rewarda ; and 
have auch entire confidence in your nutnagement of the buaineaa, aa to give it my 
fullest approbation ; and leave the whole to the guidance of your own judgment, 
with thia ezpreaa alifmlation and pointed iiyimction, that he. A— ^> ia brought to me 

alive. 

No circumetance whatever, shall obtain my consent to his being put to death. 
The idea which would accompany such an event, would be that rumana had been 
hired to aaaaaainate him. My aim ia to make a public example of him ; and thia 
should be strongly impressed on those who are employed to bring him off. The 
sergeant muat be very circumspect ; — too much zeal may create auapicion, and too 
much precipitaiiey may defoat Uie project. The most inviolable aecrecy muat be 
observed on all huda. I aend you five guineas ; but I am not satisfied of the pro- 

f>riety of the sergeant's appoanng with much specie. This circumstance may alao 
ead to a uspicion, as it is but too well known to the enemy, that we do not abound 
in thia article. 

The interviews between the party in and out of the city, ahould be mana^d with 
much caution and seeming indifreronce ; or else the frequencv of their meetings, Itc. 
may betray the deai|p, and involve bad consequences ; but I am persuaded you will 
place every matter m a proper point of view, to the conductera of thia iatereating 
business, and therefore I shall only add, that 

I am, dear Sir, fcc. ke» 

G. Washihotov. 
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^^ Ten daj8 elapsed beibire Champe brought bis meaisiireff 
to conclusioB, wbea Lee received from him his final coounn* 
nication, appointing the third subsequent night for a party of 
dragoons to meet him at Hoboken, when he hoped to deliver 
Arnold to the officer. Champe had, from his enlistment into 
the American legion, Arnold's corps, every opportunity he 
could wish, to attend to the habits of the general. He dis« 
covered that it was his custom to return home about twelve 
every night, and that previous to going to bed he always vis- 
ited the garden. During this visit the conspirators were to 
seize him, and being prepared with a gag, intended to have 
applied the same instantly. 

^^ Adjoining the house in which Arnold resided, and ia 
which it was designed to seize and gag him, Champe had 
taken off several of the palings and replaced them, so that 
with care and without noise he could readily open his way to 
the adjoining alley. Into this alley he meant to have con* 
veyed his prisoner, aided by his companion, one of two asso^ 
ciates who had been introduced by the friend to whom 
Champe had been originally made known by letter from the 
Commander in Chief, and with whose aid and counsel be had 
so far conducted the enterprise. His other associate was 
with the boat prepared at one of the wharves on the Hxidson 
river, to receive the party. 

^^ Champe and his friend intended to have placed them- 
selves each under Arnold's shoulder, and to have thus borne 
him through the most unfrequented alleys and streets to 
the boat ; representing Arnold, in case of being questioned, 
as a drunken soldier, whom they were conveying to the 
guard house. 

^^ When arrived at the boat, the difficulties would be all 
surmounted, there being no danger nor obstacle in passing to 
the Jersey shore. These particulars, so soon as known to 
Lee, were communicated to the Commander in Chief, who 
was highly gratified with the much desired intelligence. He 
directed Major Lee to meet Champe, and. to take care that 
Arnold should not be hurt. The day arrived, and Lee with a 
party of dragoons left camp late in the evening, with three led 
accoutred horses ; one for Arnold, one for the sergeant, and 
the third for his associate, never doubting the success of the 
enterprise, from the tenor of the last received communica- 
tion. The party reached Hoboken about midnight, where 
they were concealed in the adjoining wood, — Lee with three 
dri^oons stationing himself near the river shore. Hour 
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ftiler hour passed, — ^fio boat approached. At lei^h the daj 
broke, and the major retired to his party, and with his led 
horses returned to cainp, when he proceeded to head quar- 
ters to inform the general of the much lamented disappoint- 
ment, as mortifying as inexplioabie. Washington having pe- 
rused Champe's plan and communication, had indulged the 
presumption that at length the object of bis keen and con- 
stant pursuit was sure of executicm, and did not dissemble 
the joy such conviction produced. He was chagrined at the 
issue, and apprehended that his faithful sergeant must have 
been detected in the last scene of his tedious and difficult 
enterprise. 

^^ In a few days Lee received an anonymous letter from 
Champe's patron and friend, informing him that on the day 
preceding the night fixed for the execution of the plot, Ar- 
nold had removed his quarters to another part of the town, 
to superintend the embarkation of troops, preparing, as was 
rumored, for an expediticHi to be directed by himself ; and 
that the American legion, consisting chiefly of American de- 
serters, had been transferred from their barracks to one of 
the transports, it being apprehended that if left on shore till 
the expedition was ready, many of them, might deseit. Thus 
it happened that John Champe, instead of crossing the Hud- 
son that night, was safely deposited on board one of the fleet 
of transports, whence he never departed till the troops 
under Arnold landed in Virginia ! nor was he able to escape 
from the British army till after the junction of Lord Com- 
wallis at Petersburg, when he deserted, and proceeding high 
up into Virginia, he passed into North Carolina, near the 
Sama towns, and keeping in the friendly districts of that 
state, safely joined the army soon after it had passed the 
Congaree in pursuit of Lord Rawdon. ' 

^^ His appearance excited extreme surprise among his for- 
mer comrades, which was not a little increased when they 
saw the cordial reception he met with from the late Major 
now Lieutenant Colonel Lee. His whole story soon be- 
came known to the corps, which reproduced the love and 
respect of officer and soldier, heretofore invariably enter- 
tained for the sergeant, heightened by universal admiration 
of his late daring and arduous attempt. 

^^ Champe was introduced to General Greene, who very 
cheerfully complied with the promises made by the Comman- 
der in Chief, so far as in his power ; and having provided the 
sergeant with a good horse and money for his journey, sent 
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him to General WashiiigtoD, who mimificently anticipated 
^very desire of the sergeant, and presented him with his 
discharge from further service,* lest he might, in the vicis* 
jiitades of war, fall into the enemy's hands ; when, if recog- 
nized, he was sure to die on a gibbet." 



* When General Waahmcton wo called by Presideiit Adams to the oommaiid of 
tlw army, ppapared to defend the comitry from French hostility, he tent to Liieaten- 
ant Colonel £ee, to inquire for Champe ; being determined to bring him into the 
field at the head of a company of infantry. 

Lee aent to Loudon county, where Champe settled after his discharge from the 
army ; when he learned that the gallant soldier had remoTed to Kentucky, where 
he soon after died. 
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MJUOR GENERAL ISRAEL PUTJfMf. 

The life of this patriot and hero has been portrayed by 
the able and impartial hand of the late General David Hum* 
phreys, and a brief sketch, chiefly from that work, must 
suffice for the present purpose. Greneral Putnam was bom 
at Salem, Massachusetts, on the 7th day of January, 1718. 
He was indebted to nature, more than education, for a vig* 
orous constitution, for mental endowments, and for that un- 
daunted courage, and active enterprise which were his 
prominent characteristics. Much confidence was reposed 
in his military prowess and judgment, and he was remarka- 
ble for a faithful perseverance in all the duties of his sta- 
tion, and for the most undeviating principles of honor, hu- 
manity, and benevolence. In the year 1739, he removed to 
Pomfret, in Connecticut, where he applied himself to the 
art of agriculture. His biographer, as a display of charac- 
ter in early life, has recorded an instance of his bold attack 
of a wolf while in her den ; but as the story has been fre- 
quently promulgated, it need not be repeated in this place. 
When in the year 1755, the war between England and 
France broke out in America, Putnam was appomted to the 
command of a company of rangers, and was distinguished for 
bis active services as a partizan officer. In 1757, he was 
promoted to a majority, and being in a warm and close en- 
gagement, with a party of French and savages, he had dis- 
charged his fuzee several times, when at length it missed 
fire while the muzzle was pressed against the breast of a 
large and well proportioned Indian. This adversary, with a 

49 
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tremendous war-whoop, sprang forward with his lifted 
hatchet, and compelled him to surrender ; and having bound 
him fast to a tree, returned to the battle. For a considera- 
ble time the tree to which Major Putnam was tied was di- 
rectly between the fires of the two parties, than which no 
conceivable situation could be more deplorable. The bails 
flew incessantly from each side, many struck the tree, while 
some passed through the sleeves and skirts of his coat. In 
this state of jeopardy, unable to move his body, to stir his 
limbs, or even to incline his head, he remained more than 
an hour. So equally balanced, and so obstinate was the 
fijdit ! At one moment, while the battle swerved in favor 
of the enemy, a young savage chose an odd way of discover- 
ing his humor. He found Putnam bound. He might have 
despatched Um at a blow* But he loved better to excite 
the terrors of the prisoner by hurling a tomahawk' at his 
head, ^or rather it should seem his object was to see how 
near he could throw it without touching him. — The weapon 
struck in the tree a number of times at a hair's breadth 
from the mark. When the Indian had finished his amuse* 
ment, a French bas-officer, a much more inveterate savage 
by nature, though descended from so humane and polished k 
nation, perceiving Putnam, came to him, and, levelling a 
fuzee within a foot of his breast, attempted to discharge it, 
— ^it missed fire. Ineffectually did the mtended victim soli- 
cit the treatment due to his situation, by repeating that he 
was a prisoner of war. The degenerate Frenchman did not 
understand the language of honor or of nature ; deaf to theif 
voice,, and dead to sensibility, he violently and repeatedit 
poshed the muzzle of his gun against Putnam's ribs, ana 
anally gave him a cruel blow on the jaw with the butt end 
of his piece. After this dastardly deed he left him. 

At length the enemy was driven from the the field of bat- 
tle, and as they were retiring, Putnam was untied by the 
Indian who had made him prisoner, and whom he afterwards 
called master. Having been conducted to some distance 
from the field of action, he was stripped of his coat, vest, 
stockings and shoes ; loaded with as many of the packs oi 
the wounded as could be piled on him, strongly pinioned, and 
his wrists tied as closely together as they could be pulled 
with a cord. After he had marched through no pleasant 
paths, in this painful manner, for many a tedious mile, the 
party, who were excessively fatigued, halted to breathe. 
His hands were now immoderately swelled from the tight- 
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iiess of the ligature ; and the pain had hecooM intolerable. 
His feet were so much scratched, that the blood dropped 
fast from them. Exhausted with bearing a burden abov« 
bis strength, and frantic with torments exquisite beyond en- 
durance, he entreated the Irish interpreter to impbre as the 
last and only ^race he desired of the sayages, that they 
would knock him on the head and take his scalp at once, or 
loose his hands. A French officer, instantly interposing, or* 
dered his hands to be unbound, and some of the packs to be 
taken off. By this time the Indian who captured him and 
had been absent with the wounded, coming up, gave him a 
pair of moccasons, and expressed great indignation at the 
unworthy treatment the prisoner had suffered. 

That savage chief i^^in returned to the eare of the wound- 
ed, and the Indians, about two hundred in number, went be- 
fore the rest of the party to the place where the whole were 
that night to encamp. They took with them Major Putnam, 
on whom, besides innumerable other outrages, they had the 
barbarity to inflict a deep wound with the tomahawk in the 
left cheek. His sufferings were in this place to be consum<- 
mated. A scene of horror, infinitely greater than had ever 
met his eyes before, was now preparing. It was determined 
to roast him alive. For this purpose they led him into a 
dark forest, stYipped him naked, bound him to a tree, and 
piled dry bush, with other fuel, at a small distance, in a cir- 
cle round him. They accompanied their labors, as if for his 
funeral dirge, with screams and sounds, inimitable but by 
savage voices. Then they set the piles on fire. A sudden 
shower damped the rising flame. Still they strove to kindle 
it, at last the blaze ran fiercely round the circle. Major 
Putnam soon began to feel the scorching heat. His hands 
were so tied that he could move his body. He often shifted 
sides as the fire approached. This sight, at the very idea 
of wUcb, all but savages must shudder, afforded the highest 
diversion to his inhuman tormentors, who demonstrated the 
delirium of their joy by correspondent yells, dances and ges- 
ticulations. He saw clearly that his final hour was inevit- 
ably come. He summcmed all his resolution, and composed 
his mind, so far as the circumstances could admit, to bid an 
eternal farewell to all he held most dear. To quit the world 
would scarcely have cost a single pang, but for the idea of 
home, but for the remembrance of domestic endearments, 
of the affectiooate partner of his soul, and of their beloved 
offspring. His thought was ultimately fixed on a happier 
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state of existence^ beyond the tortures he was begiiming to 
endare. The biUemess of ^eatb, even of that death wUck 
is accompanied with the keenest agonies, was, in a manner, 
past — nature, with a feeble struggle, was quitting its last hdd 
on sublmiary things-^when a French officer rushed through the 
crowd, ^ened a way by scattering the burning brands, and un- 
bound the Tictim. It was Molang himself — to whom a savage, 
unwilling to see another human victim immolated, had run 
and communicated the tidings. That commandant spurned 
and severely reprimanded the barbarians, whose nocturnal 
powwas and hellish orgies he suddenly ended. Putnam did 
not want for feeling or gratitude. The French commander, 
fearing to trust him alone with them, remained till he could 
safely deliver him into the hands of his master. 

The savage approached his prisoner kindly 9 and seemed to 
treat him with particular affection. He offered him some 
hard biscuit ; but finding that he could not chew them, on ac- 
count of the blow he had received from the Frenchman, this 
more humane savage soaked some of the biscuit in water, 
and made him suck the pulp-like part. Determined, how- 
ever not 4o lose his captive, the refreshment being finished, 
he took the moccasons from his feet, and tied them to one of 
his wrists ; then directing him to lie down on his back on the 
bare ground, he stretched one arm to its full length, and 
bound it fast to a young tree ; the other arm was extended 
and bound in the same manner — his legs were stretched 
apart, and fastened to two saplings. Then a number of tall, 
but slender poles were cut down, which, with some lone 
bushes, were laid across his body from head to foot : on each 
side lay as many Indians as could conveniently find lodging, in 
order to prevent the possibility of escape. In this disagree- 
able and painful posture he remained till morning. During 
the night, the longest and most dreary tonceivable, our hero 
used to relate that he felt a ray of cheerfulness come cas- 
ually across his mind, and could not even refrain from smiling 
when he reflected on this ludicrous group for a painter of 
which he himself was the principal figure. 

The next day he was allowed his bladket and moccasons, 
and permitted to march without carrying any pack, or receiv- 
ing any insult. To allay his extreme hunger, a little bear's 
meat was given, which he sucked through his teeth. At night 
the party arrived at Ticonderoga, and the prisoner was plac- 
ed under the care of a French guard. The savages, who 
had been prevented from glutting their diabolical Uiirst for 
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blood, took this oppprtanity of maoifesting their malevolence 
for the disappointment, by horrid grimaces and angry ges- 
tures ; but they were suffered no more to offer violence or 
personal indignity to him. 

After having been examined by the Marquis de Moncalm, 
Major Putnam was ccmducted to Montreal by a French offi- 
cer, who treated him with the greatest indulgence and hu* 
manity. 

At this place were several prisoners. Colonel Peter 
Schuyler, remarkable for his philanthropy, generosity and 
friendship, was of the number. No sooner had he heard of 
Major Putnam's arrival, than he went to the interpreter's 
quarters, and enquired whether he had a Provincial major in 
his custody ? He found Major Putnam in a comfortless con- 
diti<Hi — without coat, waistcoat, or hose — the renmant of his 
clothing miserably dirty and ragged — his beard long and squa- 
lid — ^his lees torn by thorns and briers, — ^his face gashed with 
wounds ana swollen with bruises. Colonel Schuyler, irritat- 
ed beyond all sufferance at such a sight, could scarcely re- 
strain his speech within limits, consistent with the prudence 
of a prisoner, and the meekess of a Christian. Major Putnam 
was immediately treated according to his rank, clothed in a 
decent manner, and supplied with money by this liberal and 
sympathetic patron of the distressed, and by hb assistance' 
he was soon after exchanged. 

In the year 1760, Major Putnam was promoted to the rank 
of lieutenant colonel, and served under General Amherst in 
the conquest of Canada. He embraced numerous opportu- 
nities of achieving feats of valor, and was particularly honor- 
ed by his general for the promptitude and ability with which 
he acquitted himself of his arduous duty. ^^ Colonel Putnam, 
at the expiration of ten years from his first receiving a com- 
mission, after having seen as much service, endured as many 
hardships, encountered as many dangers, and acquired as 
many laurels, as- any officer of his rank, with great satisfac- 
tion laid aside his uniform and returned to his plough.'' No 
character stood fairer in the public eye for integrity, bravery 
and patriotism. It was proverbially said, as well by British 
as Provincial officers, that, in a service of great peril and 
hardship, from 1755 to 1763, '^ Ae dared to lead toKere any 
dared tofoUow,^^ 

At the commencement of hostilities between the colonies 
and the mother country, Colonel Putnam, on hearing of the 
battle at Lexington, left his plough in the middle of the field, 
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lad withmtt chaaging hit clothes, rcfiired to Caiiibf idge, 
fidiog ia a jHagle day one hoadred nUes. He was soon ap» 
pointed a mi^r general in the provincial army, and retunoBg 
to Connecticut be made no delay in bringing on « body of 
itroqM. Not loQg after bis appointment, Uie commander of 
tiie British army, unwilling that so valuable an officer shoald 
ect in oppoMtion, privately conveyed to him a proposal that 
if be would quit the rebel party, be might rely on beiiq;made 
a Bia}or general ia the British establisbaent, and receiving a 
great pecuniary compensation for his services ; but he spanir 
ed the offer. ''On the I6tb of June, 1775, itwasdetw 
mined in a council of war, at which General Putnam assist- 
ed, that a fortified pest should be established at or aear 
Biuker hill. General Putnam marched with the first de- 
tachment aad eommeaeed the work ;-^e was the principal 
agent or engmeer who traced the lines of the redoubt, and 
he continued most if not all the night with the workmen ; 
at any rate he was on the spot before sunrise in the mornings 
and had taken his station on the top of Bunker hill, and parti- 
cipated in the itmgtr as well 4is the dory of that day . "* 

In a letter from Judge Grosvenor of Pomfret, ConnecticuCy 
it is stated that he was a lieutenant nndcit the command of 
general Putnam, when on the evening of the 16th June, 1776, 
a redoubt was formed on Breed's hill, under the immediate 
superintendence of the general, who was extremely active^ 
and directed principally the operations during the battle on 
the 17th June. And he adds, of the officers on the^ ground, 
the most active within his observation were General Puinami 
Colonel Prescott, and Captain Knowiton. 

The following is a letter from Colonel John Trumbull, of 
New York, an officer of distinction in the revolutionary war, 
and now a celebrated historical painter employed in his pro* 
fession by the government of the United States, dated, New 
York, SOth of March, 1818. 

^^ In the summer of 1786, 1 became acquainted in London, 
with Gcdonel iK»Af» Smatt, of Ae British army, who had 
•erved in America many years, and had known General 
Putnam intimately during the war of Canada, from 1766 to 
1766. From him I had the two foilowii^ anecdotes respect* 

* In Uie ■pring of tlie y«ar 1818, aft aMomt ofthe battle ofBaiik«rbttl wis piA* 
iMhed b the Port Folio by Hawj Dearborn, £«|. SMgor geatf al in the ani^ of tbe 
United States, in which he animadTorta on the coaduct of General Pataam with 
great aeveritr. To thia production Daniel Putnam, Eaq. aon of the late general, 
baa puUiahed a r^iador from which I haf« takn the teahmttiiiah which feUew. 
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ttg tbe iMtttle of Bunker hill) I shall nearly repeat his Wordr. 
— ^Le^ng at the picture, which I had then almest covplet* 
ed, he said: ' / dkm'l like the ritmation in which you haoe placed 
my old friend Putnam; you have not done himjus^e. lirish 
you toould alter that part of your pidurej and introduce a cir- 
eumstanee which actually happened, and iMch I c4n never 
forget. When the British troope aieanced the second time to 
the attack of the redovbty /, with other officere^ was in front of the 
Une to encourage the men; we had advanced very near the works 
undiaurbed, when an irregular fcre^ hke a feu dejoie was poured 
in on us^ it was cruelly fatal. The troops fM bach, md when i 
looked to the right and left, I saw not one officer standing i-^t 
glanced my eyh to the enemy, and saw eeveral young men levelr 
Hng their pieces at me; I knew their excellence as markemeny 
emd oonsidered mynlf gone. JU this moment my old friend 
Putnam ruehed forward^ and striking up the muzzles of timr 
pieces with his sword, cried out^ ^ For God's sake, my lads^ 
don't fire at that man — I love him as I do my brother.' 
We were eo near each other that I heard his words distinctlfi 
He W€U obeyed; I bowed^ thanked Asm, and walked away un^ 
molested.^ 

^^ The other anecdote relates to the death of General 
Warren, At tbe moment when the troops succeeded in ear* 
rying the redoubt, and the Americans were in full retreat^ 
General Howe, who had been hurt by a spent ball which 
bruised his ankle, was leaning on my arm. He called sud* 
denly to me : '^ Do yon see that elegant young man who htki 

J'ust fallen? do you Imow him?" I looKed to the spot to which 
e pointed—*^ Gk>od Ciod, Sir, I believe it is my friend War^ 
ren.' ^ Leave me then instantly — run — keep off the troops, 
save him if possible.' — ^I flew to the spot, *My dear friend,' 
I tud to him, ^ I hope yon are not badly hurt :' — he looked 
np, seemed to recollect me, smiled and died! A musket ball 
had passed through the upper part of his head. ColoncA 
Small had the character of an honorable, upright man, and 
could have no conceivable motive for deviating from truth in 
relating these circumstances to me; I therefore believe them 
to be true. Ton remember, my dear Sir, the viper biting 
the file. The character of your father for courage, huma* 
nity, generosity and integrity, is too firmly established, by the 
testimony of those who did know Mm, to be tarnished by the 
breath of one who confesses that he did not. Accept, my 
dear Sin, this feeble tribute to your father's memory, from 
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one who knew him, respected him, loved him— and who wtAecr 
health and prosperity to you and all the good man's posterity. 

John Trumbull. 
Daniel Putnam^ E^jutre." 

^^ I shall make no comment," says Colonel Putnam, '^ on 
the first anecdote by Colonel Small, except that the circum- 
stances were related by Oeneral Putnam, without any essen- 
tial alteration, soon after the battle; and that there was an 
interview of the parties on the lines between Prospect and 
Bunker hill, at the request of Colonel Small, not i<Nig 
afterwards." 

It is very apparent that General Washington reposed great 
confidence in the skill and judgment of General Putnam, or 
he would not have entrusted him with the command of the 
city of New York at the moment when it was expected thait 
the whole of the British land and naval forces would attempt 
to take possession of that city. On the 29th of March, 1716, 
the Commander in Chief gave to Greneral Putnam the fol- 
lowing orders and instructions. *' You will, no doubt, make 
the best despatch in getting to New York; on your arrival 
there, you will assume the command, and immediately pro^ 
ceed in continuing to execute the plan pr^osed by Major 
General Lee, for fortifying that city, and securing the passes 
of the East and North rivers. If, on consultation with the 
brigadier generals and engineers, any alteration in th^t plan 
is thought necessary, you are at liberty to make it, cautiously 
avoiding to break in too much on his main design, unless 
where it may be apparently necessary so to do, and that by 
the general voice and opinion of the gentlemen above men- 
tioned. You will meet the quarter master general, Colonel 
Mifilin, and commissary general. Colonel Trumbull, at New 
York. As these are both men of excellent talents in their 
different departments, you will do well to give them all the 
authority and assistance they require; and should a council 
of war be necessary, it is my direction that they assist at it« 
Your long service and experience^ will, better than my parti- 
cular directions at this distance, pomt out to you the works 
most proper to be first raised, and your perseoeronce, aetivitj/ 
and zeal will lead you, without my recommending it, to exert 
every nerve to dissappoint the enemy's designs." ^^ The 
faithful execution of the duties here enjoined were acknow- 
ledged by the Commander in Chief after his arrival in New 
York, and his thanks were publicly expressed in gen«dral 
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orders. Two days before the battle of Flat Busb, in conse- 
queace of the sickness of that excellent o£Eicer, Major Gene- 
ral Greene, who had commanded oq Long Island, General 
Putnam was ordered to the command of that post, and assist- 
ed in the arduous and complicated difficulties of that mas* 
terly retreat. In the memorable and distressing^if M of the 
American army through New Jersey, in 1776, General Put- 
nam was always near — always the friend, the supnorter, and 
confidant of his beloved chief; and the moment aher reach- 
ing the western bank of the Delaware with the rear of the 
army, he was ordered to Philadelphia to fortify and defend 
that city against a meditated attack. When, in the summer 
of 1 777, Fort Montgomery was captured by the enemy, and 
it was determined to erect another fortification on the banks 
of the Hudson, for the defence of that river, the Commander 
in Chief left it wholly to the judgment of General Putnam to 
fix on the spot, who decided in favor of West Point; and as 
his biographer has remarked, ' it is no vulgar praise to say, 
that to him belongs the glory of having chosen this rock of 
our military salvation.' 

In December, 1779, while on his return from Connecticut 
to head quarters, this venerable man was attacked by a 
paralytic affection, under which he languished till the nme- 
teenth of May, 1790, when his honorable and useful life was 
brought to a final close. The qualities of his mind were 
sincerity, generosity, and an invincible sense of duty. The 
moral virtues, and duties of piety, and pure religion were 
objects of his serious reflection, and the late Reverend Dr. 
Dwight, in his Travels, has eulogiaed these as eminent traits 
in his character. 

Extract of a letter from General Washington to General Pui- 
namj dated^ Head Quarters^ 2d June^ 1783. 

'< Dear Sir, — ^Your favor of the 20th of May, I received 
with much pleasure. For I can assure you, that, among the 
many worthy and meritorious officers with whom I have had 
the happiness to be connected in service through the course 
of this war, and from whose cheerful assistance in the various 
and trying vicissitudes of a complicated contest, the name of 
Putnam is not forgotten; nor will it be, but with that stroke 
of time which shall obliterate from my mind the remem^' 
brance of all those toils and fatigues through which we have 
struggled, for the preservation and establishment of the 
rights^ liberties and independence oi our country. Your 
50 
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coDgratulatioiui on the happy prospect of peace and iodepen- 
dent security, with their attendant blessings to the United 
States, I receive with great satisfaction; and beg you will 
accept a retam of my gratulations to you, on this auspicious 
event — an event, in which, great as it is in itself, and glo-* 
rious as it will probably be in its consequences, you have a 
right to participate largely, from the distingtdshed part you 
hcttfe contributed towards its aUainment. I anticipate with 
pleasure the day, and I trust not far off, when I shall qoit the 
busy scenes of military employment, and retire to the more 
tranquil walks of domestic life. In that, or whatever other 
situation Providence mav dispose of my future days, the re- 
membratue of the many friendships and connexions I have had 
the happiness to contract with the gentlemen of the army, 
will be one of my most grateful reflections. 

«« Under this contemplation, and impressed with the sen- 
timents of benevolence and regard, I commend you, my 
dear Sir, mv other friends, and, with them, the interests and 
happiness of our dear country, to the keeping and protection 
of Almighty God. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

George Washington. 
To the Honorable Major General Ptifnam." 

The foUowii^ Eulogium was pronounced at the grave of 
General Putnam by Dr. A. Waldo. 

<^ Those venerable relics! once delighted in the endear- 
ii^ domestic virtues which constitute the excellent neighbor, 
— ^husband, — ^parent, and worthy brother! liberal and substan- 
tial m hb friendship; — ^unsuspicious— open, — and generous; 
'just and sincere in dealing; a benevolent citizen of the world 
— ^he concentrated in his bosom the noble qualities of an Ho- 
nest Man. 

^' Bom a Hero — ^whom nature taught and cherished in the 
lap of innumerable toils and dangers, he was terrible in bat- 
tle! But, from the amiableness of his heart — ^when carnage 
ceased, his humanity spread over the field, like the refresh- 
ing zephyrs of a summer's evening! The prisoner — the 
woanded*-the sick — the forlorn — experienced the delicale 
sympathy of this Soldier^s Pillar, llie poor and the needy 
of every description, received the charitable bounties of this 
Christian Soldier. 

^^ He pitied littleness — ^loved goodness — admired great- 
ness, and ever aspired to its glorious summit! The friend, 
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the servant) and almost unparalleled lover of his country; — 
worn with honorable age, and the former toils of v>aT — Put- 
nam rests from his labors! 

" Till moaldering worlds and trembling lystenu burst ! 
When the last trump shall renoYaie his diust^- 
Still by the mandate of eternal truth, 
soul will Sourish in immortal youth !" 



*< This all who knew him, know; this all who lov'd him, tell." 

Dr. Dwight penned a very excellent inscription, which 
is engraved on his tomb, but our narrow limits must apolo- 
gize for its omission in this place. 



MJUOR GEJ^ERJlL WILLIAM HEATH. 

Major General William Heath was a native of Roxbury^ 
Massachusetts, and was from his youth a cultivator of the 
soil, which was his favorite pursuit. He was not conver- 
sant with general literature, but being particularly attached 
to the study of military tactics, he acquired a knowledge of 
modem warfare in its various branches and duties. 

At an early period of the opposition of the colonies to the 
unjust and oppressive measures of the British ministry, he 
was an active militia officer, and assiduously engaged b orga- 
nizing and disciplining the companies of militia and minute men* 
In the year 1775, being ranked among the patriots and advo- 
cates for liberty, he was by the Provincial Congress com- 
missioned as a brigadier general. 

In August, 1776, he was by Congress promoted to the 
rank of major general in the continental army, and in the 
campaign of that year he commanded a division near the 
enemy's lines at King's bridge and Morrisania. During the 
year 1777, and till November, 1778, he was the command-* 
ing officer of the eastern department, and his head quarters 
were at Boston. Here devolved on him the very arduous 
duties of superintendent of the convention troops, captured 
with General Burgoyne at Saratoga, which were quartered 
at Cambridge. This station required a character of uocom*. 
mon firmness and decision, and had General Heath been des* 
titute of these qualities, he would have been subjected to 
the grossest impositions and indignities, from the haughty 
Generals Burgoyne and Phillips, ixA the perverse temper of 
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Ibeir toldterj* Thc«c ofkew, lo% in sfisHj mi rfl|^ 
rank iod character, noir diagrkied by a stale oT capGr^y, 
•ecauooed to General Heath a series of dBScvHies nd ▼«- 
atioM. He soon howeTer, comrinced them that he was 
Mither deficient in spirit, nor ignorant of his doty as n bS- 
Uiy coaunander. la all his procee<fings with Aese tsrlralciC 
«puve*, be supported the authority of Congress and the 
lienfir and dignity of the command reposed in him; and he re- 
<w^-od ibe entire approbation of that honorable body, to 
m*<i«i b# was amenable for his conduct. In the most int^ 
r<^iUilfi imd cruical circumstances u whidi a general couW 
|iMal^ b^ piac'^a, he uniformly exhibited a prudence, am- 
WMii4Am a0O4KN« and firmness which have done him honor, 
iMd ImHj jKi4^t4fi<^ tbt confidence reposed in him. 

^> tV vwdiJd and aawA esqdicit approbation of the army, 
iW >i>b»KaaiiH »f Ums ttfmw the army and navy of our UIus- 
t5 ».Mi^ *,1N , U)^ «^^isMnMI of Ibis state, his Excellency the 
% .MMiMMiM in cWi; wJ ef C«^:r«», added to the coMcious- 
9^^ ^ M. I*x«« dwrfiiawppd bis trmst with fidelity, most 
ijr 4. t^-^ia anw*ai^ Wx^ alWvialed the fatigues nKident le 

aiM^^ i«i«M>6^ >^ M 4aoMMI aaivMtMa to bnamess."^ In 
>*Mi^ r^*. t^rt-i**^ H^MAm:»^ie«tl«Jiby Congress a com- 
mw«..^aii* ^^M^ li^^M^ wt ^ 4ir. mi* a sal^ 
j^ui4M y^ MM>»^ m) ia«w^ l^* retain hia rank hi the 
MmA. %bu^^ w iiN^imiJl rcwc«« t> puticipnie in active 
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et m Clnf^' i^ rs|M«c u K^J«i^ bstea m^ mate vmngements 
<«- iW rrc^fO* «" iW F^wfcA *»t ami atmy, whkk were 
nipcitfUJ se«n i# atftv^ la W »<enriiir« widi the Count 

otkm eAr^cs «f dm Frcmch ararf and 
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generni, he 
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more than once comnander of the right ^ving of our army, 
and during the absence of the Commander in Chief, at the 
siege of f orktofni, he was entrusted with the command of 
the main army posted at the highlands and vicinity, to guard 
the important works on the Hudson. On the 24th of June, 
1784, hostilities having ceased between the two armies, 
General Washington addressed a letter to General Heath, 
expressing his thanks for his meritorious services, and his 
real affection and esteem, and on the same day they took their 
final leave. 

General Heath was corpulent and bald headed, which oc- 
casioned some of the French officers to observe that he re- 
sembled the Marquis of Granby, and he appeared always 
pleased with the comparison. As an officer of parade and 
discipline, he was respectable, but for valorous achieve- 
ments we look in vain for his laurels. 

Immediately after the close of the war. General Heath 
was called again into public service in civil life, and con- 
tinued to hold a seat, either in the legislature, or in the 
council of Massachusetts, till the county of Norfolk was es- 
tablished, in 1793, when he was appointed by Governor 
Hancock, Judge of Probate, and a Justice of the Court of 
Conunon Pleas, the latter office he did not accept. In the for* 
mer he continued till his death. He was also a member of the 
state conventioa which ratified the federal constitution. All 
these offices he discharged with assiduity, aflkbility and im- 
partiality, and to the general satisfaction of his fellow 
citizens. 

He had formed his opinion of human nature on the most 
fiavourable examples, and to the close of life had a strong re- 
gard to popular opinion. He repeatedly allowed himself to 
be held up and voted for, for the office of Governor and Lieu- 
tenant Governor of the Commonwealth, and at one period, 
had, no doubt, a willingness and desire to hold one of these 
offices. In 1806, he was elected Lieutenant Governor. 
His refusal of the office was matter of surprize to many, 
and was> by some imputed to an unwillingness to serve with 
Governor Strong ; while it was well known to those most 
intimate with him, to be owing to his disapprobation of the 
conduct of the legislature of that year, in their memorable 
attempt to defeat the voice of the people, by setting aside 
Groveroor Strong's election. 

He was more than once an elector of President and Vice 
President of the United States, and gave his vote to those 
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wbo Qodertook to appropriate to thenBehrefl the wmmtj r«- 

Eublican, till the election preceding his death, wh«ihe with- 
eld his vote from Mr. Madisoo, on account of his recom- 
mending the declaration of war in 1812, and sanctionii^ the 
measures which preceded and followed tUs eyeni, aiid 
which cansed the general wholly to. withdraw his confidence 
from that administration. 

Such was General Heath's pnblic life. His private one 
was retired and domestic, amiable, orderly and indnstrious, 
but not remarkable for hospitality, or a liberal appropriation 
of property to pablic purposes. He died at lUzbory, Janua- 
ry 24th, 1814, aged 77 years. 



MJJOR GEXEILOL BEJ^JJUULY LVfCOLX. 



General Lincoln deserves a high rank in the fraternity of 
American heroes. He was bom in Hingham, Massachusetts, 
January SSd, O. S. 1733. His early ^ucation was not aus- 
picious to his future eminence, and his vocation was that of 
a farmer, till he was more than forty years of age, though he 
was commissioned as a magistrate, and elected a representa- 
tive in the state legislature. In the year 1775, he sustained the 
office of lieutenant colonel of militia, and having espoused the 
cause .of his country as a firm and determined wUg, he waa 
elected a member of the Provincial Congress, and one of 
the secretaries of that body, and also a member of the com* 
mittee of correspondence. In 1776, he was appointed by 
the council of Massachusetts a brigadier, and soon after a 
maior general, and be applied himself assiduously totrainin|^» 
ana preparing the militia for actual service in the field, la 
which be displayed the military talent which he possessed. 
In October, he marched with a body of militia and joined the 
main army at New York. The Commander in Chief from a 
knowledge of his character and merit, recommended him to 
Cooeress as an excellent officer, ami in Febraaiy, 1777, he 
was by that honorable body, created a major general on the 
continental establishment. For several months he com- 
manded a division, or detachments in the main army, under 
Washington, and was m situations which required the exer- 
cise of the utmost vigilance and caution, as well as firmness 
uid courage. Having the command of about five hundred 
ttw in an exposed situation near Bound Brook, thitm]^ the 
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neglect of his patroles, a large body of the enemy approach- 
ed within two hundred yards of his quarters undiscovered ; 
the general had scarcely time to mount and leave the house 
before it was surrounded. He led off his troops, however, in 
the face of the enemy, and made good his retreat, though 
with the loss of about sixty men killed and wounded. One of 
his aids with the general's baggage and papers fell into the 
bands of the enemy, as did also three small pieces of artillery. 
In July, 1777, General Washington selected him to join the 
northern army under the command of General Gates, to op- 
pose the advance of General Burgoyne. He took his sta- 
tion at Manchester, in Vermont, to receive and form the 
New England militia, as they arrived, and to order their 
march to the rear of the British armv. He detached Colo- 
nel Brown with live hundred men, on the Idth of September, 
to the landing at lake George, where he succeeded in sur- 
prizing the enemy, and took possession of two hundred bat- 
teaux, liberated one hundred American prisoners, and cap- 
tured two hundred and ninety-three of the enemy, with the 
loss of only three killed and five wounded. This enterprize 
was of the highest importance, and contributed essentially to 
the glorious event which followed. Having detached two 
other parties to the enemy's posts at Mount Independence 
and Skenesborough, General Lincoln united his remaining 
force with the army under General Gates, and was the se- 
cond in command. During the sanguinary conflict on the 7th 
of October, General Lincoln commanded within our lines, 
and at one o'clock the next morning, he marched with his 
division to relieve the troops that had been engaged, and to 
occupy the battle ground, the enemy having retreated. 
While on this duty he had occasion to ride forward some dis- 
tance, to reconnoitre, and to order some disposition of his 
own troops, when a party of the enemy made an unexpected 
movement, and he approached within musket shot before he 
was aware of his mistake. A whole volley of musketry was 
instantly discharged at him and his aids, and he received a 
wound by which the bones of his les were badly fractured, 
and he was obliged to be carried off the field. The wound 
was a formidable one, and the loss of his limb was for some 
time apprehended. He was for several months confined at 
Albany, and it became necessary to remove a considerable 
portion of the main bone before he was conveyed to his house 
at Hingham ; and under this painful surgical operation, the 
writer of this being present; witnessed in him a degree of 
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firmness and patience not to be exceeded. I have known 
him, says Colonel Rice, who was a member of his oiilitary 
family, during the most pamful operation by the surgeon, while 
bystanders were frequently obliged to leave the room, enter- 
tain us with some pleasant anecdote, or story, and draw forth 
a smile from his friends. His wound continued several yean 
in an ulcerated state, and by the loss of the bone the limb 
was shortened, which occasioned lameness during the re- 
mainder of his life. General Lincoln certainly afforded veiy 
important assistance in the capture of Burgoyne, though it 
was his unfortunate lot, while m active duty, to be fisaibled 
before he could participate in the capitulation. Thoagh his 
recovery was not complete, he repaired to head quarters in 
the following August, and was joyfully received by the Coid- 
mander in Chief, who well knew how to appreciate his merit. 
It was from a development of his estimable character as a 
"man, and his talent as a military commander, that he was 
designated by Congress for the arduous duties of the chief 
command in the southern department, under innumerable 
embarrassments. On his arrival at Charleston, December, 
1778, he found that he had to form an army, to provide sup- 
plies, and to arrange the various departments, Uiat he mi^it 
be able to cope with an enemy consistmg of experienced 
oflScers and veteran troops. This, it is obvious, required a 
man of superior powers, indefatigable perseverance, and un- 
conquerable energy. Had not these been his inherent quali- 
ties, Lincoln must have yielded to the formidable obstacles 
which opposed his progress. About the 28th of DeceAiber, 
General Prevost arrived with a fleet, and about three thou- 
sand British troops, and took possession of Savannah, after 
routing a small party of Americans, under General Robert 
Howe. General Lincoln, immediately put his trooprm mo- 
tion, and took post on the eastern side of the river about 
twenty miles from the city ; but he was not in force to com- 
mence offensive operations, till the last of February. In 
April, with the view of covering the upper part of Georgia, 
he marched to Augusta, after which Prevost the British 
commander, crossed the river into Carolina, and marched for 
Charleston. General Lincoln, therefore, recrossed the 
Savannah, and followed his route, and on his arrival near the 
city, the enemy had retired from before it durmg the pre- 
vious night. A detachment of the enemy, supposed to be 
about six hundred men, under Lieutenant Colonel Mait- 
land, being posted at Stono Ferry, where they had erected 
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works for th^ir defence) General Lincoln resolved to 9tt^c^ 
them, whicb he did on the 19th of Juiiei The contest last- 
ed one hour and twenty minutes, in which be lost one hui^ 
dred and sixty men killed and wounde^, and the enemy suffer- 
ed about an equal loss. Their works were found to be mucji 
stronger than had been represented, and our artillery prov- 
ing too light to annoy them, and the enemy receiving a reen- 
forcement, our troops were obliged to retire. 

The next event of importance which occurred with ouf 




his fleet and armament in the beginning of September, 1779. 
Having landed nearly three thousand French troops^ General 
Lincoln immediately united about one thousand men to Jiuft 
force. The prospect of success was highly flattering, bujt 
the epemy exerted all their efforts in strepgthenmg theif 
)ines, and after the Count had summoned the garrison, and 
.while Prevost was about to arrange articles of capitulation, 
he received a reenforcement. It was now resolved to at- 
tempt the place by a regular siege, but various causes occa- 
sioned a delay of several days, and when it comini^nced, th^ 
pannonade and bombardment failed of producing the desirefl 
fBffect, and the short time allowed the Count on our coast^ 
.was quite insufScient for reducing the garrison by regular 
approaches. The commanders concluded therefore, to mak^ 
^n effort on the works by assault. On the 9th of October, in the 
morning, the troops were led on by D'Estains, and Lincoln unit- 
jed, while a column led by Co^nt Dillon missed their route in 
)the darkness, and failed of the intended co-operation. Amidst 
p. most appalling 0re of the covered enemy, the allied troops 
fprced the abbatis, and placed two standards on the parapets. 
But being overpowered at the point of attack, they were 
co^ipelled to retire ; the French having seven hundred, thf» 
>V.mericans two hundred and fortv killea and wounded. The 
Count Pulaski,' ^t the head of a body of our horse, was mor- 
tally wounded. General Lincoln next repaired to Charles- 
ton, and endeavoured toput that city in a ppsture of defence^ 
urgently requesting of Congress a reenforcement of regular 
troops, and additional supplies, which were but partially com- 
plied with. In February, 1780, General Sir Henry Clinton 
arrived and landed a formidable force in the vicinitv, and <mi 
the 30th of Anarch encamped in front of the American line^ 
at Charleston. Considering the vast superiority of the ene- 
51 
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mjy both in sea and land forces, H m^^ be qnestioned vf^ 
er pnidence and correct jadgment, would dictate soi attei 
to defend the city ; it will not be supposed, however, that 
determinaiion was formed without the piost mature deiibe 
tioD, and for reasons perfectly justifiable. It is ^vell kna 
that the general was in continual expectation of an aagnoi! 
tation of strength by reenforcements. On the lOth of Api 
the enemy having made some advances, summoned the gar\ 
son to an unconditional surrender, which was promptly refii 
ed. A heavy and incessant cannonade was sustained €w ear. 
side, till the 11th of May, when the besiegers had complc 
ed their third parallel line, and having made a seeood A\ 
mand of surrender, a capitulation was agreed on. 

^^ Havii^ received," says the general, ^^ an address froii 
the principal inhabitants, and from a number of the coantt { 
militia, desiring that I would accept the terms ; and a requesi 
Trom the lieutenant governor and council, that the negociS' 
tioh might be renewed ; the militia of the town having thrown 
down their arms ; our provisions, saving a little rice, beinf^ 
exhausted ; the troops on the line being worn down by fatigue^ 
having for a number of days been obliged to lay on the baa- 
quette ; our harbor closely blockaded up ;. completely in- 
vested by land by nine thousand men at least, the flower ot 
the British army, besides the large force they could at all 
times draw from the marine, and aided by a great number of 
blacks in their laborious employments, the garrison at this 
time, exclusive of sailors, but little exceeediog two thousand 
five hundred men, part of whom had thrown down their arins; 
the citizens in general discontented, the enemy being within 
twenty yards of our lines, and preparmg to make a general 
assault by sea and land, many of our canncm dismounted, and 
others silenced for want of shot ; a retreat being judged im- 
practicable, and every hope of timely succor cut off, we 
were induced to offer and accede to the terms executed cm 
the 12th of May." It is to be lamented that, with all tbe 
judicious and vigorous efforts in his power, General Lincoln 
was requited only by the frowns of fortune, whereas had he \ 
been successful in his bold enterprize and views, he would 
have been crowned with unfading laurels. But notwithstand- 
ing a series of disappointments and unfortunate occurrences) 
he was censured by no one, nor was his judgment or merit 
called in question. He retained his popularity, and the con- 
fidence of the army, and was considered as a most zeaJou^ 
patriot, and the bravest of soldiers. ^^ Tbe motives and 
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feelings that prompted General Lincoln rather to risk a siege 

^^^ than to evacuate Charleston, were most honorable to him 

iEV.t as a man and a soldier. There was such a balance of reasons 

^a on the question, as under the existing circumstances should 

>nli exempt his decision from blame or distrust. He could not 

' *^ calculate on the despondence and inactivity of the people 

^^^ who should come to his succor. The suspense and anxietj, 

eJtk; the toil and hazard attending the siege, gave the fullest 

B^n scope to his wisdom, patience and valor. His exertions 

NJfli were incessant. He was on the lines night and day, and for 

i «f the last fortnight, never undressed to sleep."* Notwith- 

seev standing this unfortunate termination of his command, so 

established was the spotless reputation of the vanquished 

Irmk general, that he continued to enjojr the undiminished respect 

e em and confidence of the Congress, the army, and the Command- 

iraf er in Chief.f ^^ Great praise is due to General Lincoln,'' 

ne§» says Dr. Ramsay, ^^ for his judicious and spirited conduct in 

\ikm baffling for three months the greatly superior force of Sir 

. M| Henry Clinton, and Admiral Arbuthnot. Though Charleston 

tipti and the southern army were lost, yet by their long protracted 

^^iff- defence, the British plans were not only retarded but de- 

ly m- ranged, and North Carolina was saved for the remainder of 

mi the year 1780. 

at il General Lincoln was admitted to his parole, and in No- 
beri vemher following he was exchanged for Major General Phil- 
it i lips, a prisoner of the convention of Saratoga. In the cam- 
siJil paign of 1781, General Lincoln commanded a division under 
vtt Washington, and at the siege of Yorktown he had his full 
rii share of the honor of that brilliant and auspicious event. 
^ The articles of capitulation stipulated for the same honor 
yl in favor of the surrendering army, as had been granted to the 
lis garrison of Charleston. General Lincoln was appointed to 
K conduct them to the field where their arms were deposited, 
ii and received the customary submission. In the general or- 
ik der of the Commander in Chief the day after the capitula- 
i tion, General Lincoln was among the general officers whose 
k services were particularly mentioned. In October, 1781, 
i he was chosen by Congress secretary at war, retaining his 
t rank in the army. In this office he continued till October, 
i; 1783, when his proffered resignation was accepted by Con- 



I 



* Notice of Genera] Lincoln in the collection of the Historicftl Society, toI. 3d, 
flecend leries, from which I ha^e ma^ other extract!. 

t Lee's memoirs of the war in the southern department. 
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gress as follows : <^ Resolved that tbe resignation of Major 
General Lincoln, a^ secretary of war for the United States, 
be accepted in consideration of the earnest desire which hb 
expresses, the objects of the war bevaz so happily accom- 
plished, to retire to private life, and that he be infok*nie4 
that the United States in Congress assembled entertain & 
high sense of his perseverance, fortitude, activity and merito- 
rious services in the field, as well as of his diligence, fidelity, 
and capacity in the execution of the office of secretary at 
war, which important trust he has discharged to their entire 
approbation." Having relinquished the duties and cares df 

Eublic employment, he retired and devoted his attention to 
is farm; but in 1784, he was chosen one of the commiasioni- 
ers and agents on the part of the state to make and execute 
-> a treaty with the Penobscot Indians. When in the year 
1786 — 7, the authority of our state government was in k 
manner prostrated, and the country alarmed by a most auda- 
cious spirit of insurrection under the guidance of Shays and 
Day, General Lincoln was appointed by the governor and 
council, to command a detachment of militia consisting of 
four or five thousand men to oppose their progress, and com- 
pel them to a submission to the laws. lie marched from 
iBoston on the 20th of January, into the counties of Worces- 
ter, Hampshire and Berkshire, where the insurgents had 
erected their standard. They were embodied in considera- 
ble force, and manifested a determined resistance, and a 
slight skirmish ensued between them and a party of militia 
under General Shepherd. Lincoln, however, conducted 
with such address and energy, that the insurgents were rout- 
ed from one town to another, till they were completely dis- 
persed in all directions ; and by his wise and prudent mea- 
sures the insurrection was happUy suppressed without blood- 
shed, excepting a few individuals who were slain under 
General Shepherd's command. At the May election, 1787, 
General Lincoln was elected lieutenant governor by the legis- 
lature, having had a plurality of votes by the people. He 
was a member of the convention for ratifying the federal 
constitution, and in the summer of 1789, he received from 
President Washington the appointment of collector of the 
port of Boston, which office he sustained till, being admonish- 
ed by the increasii^ infirmities of age, he requested permis- 
sion to resign about two years before his death. .In 1789, he 
was appointed one of the commissioners to treat with tbt 
Creek Indians on the frontiers of tbe southern states, and io 
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1798, lie was one of tiie commissio&ers to effect a peace 
with the western IndiaDs. The subject of this memoir re- 
ceived from the University of Cambridge) the honorary de- 
gree of Master of Arts. He was one of the first members 
of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and a mem- 
ber of the Massachusetts Historical Society, and he contri- 
buted by his pen to the stock of useful materials for their 
respective publications. Having after his resignation of the 
office of collector passed about two years in retirement, and 
in tranquillity of mind, but experiencing the feebleness of 
age, he received a short attack of disease, by which his hono- 
rable life was terminated on the 9th of May, 1810, aged 77 
years. The following tribute is on the records of the socie* 
ty of Cincinnati. ^^ At the annual meeting in July, 1810, 
Major General John Brooks was chosen President of the so- 
ciety, to supply the place of our venerable and much lament- 
ed President, General Benjamin Lincoln, who had presided 
over the society from the orsanization thereof, in 1783, to 
the 9th of May, 1810, the day of bis decease, with the en- 
tire approbation of every member, and the grateful tribute 
of his Surviving comrades, for his happy guidance and affec- 
tionate attentions during so long a period," General Lin- 
coln in his very nature was unsusceptible of the spirit of 
envy. Whoever achieved a noble action to the honor and 
advantage of his country. Whether as a patriot or soldier, 
was with him the man of merit, and the theme of eulogy, 
though it might eclipse his own fame. He was universally 
respected as one of the best of men, of ardent patriotism, 
and of heroic courage. Major General Knox, whose candor 
and discriminating judgment no one will deny, was known to 
estimate next to Washington, in military talents. Generals 
Greene and Lincoln. Colonel Nathan Rice, a respectable 
officer, who was a member of his military family, observes, 
that the sacrifice of as much domestic happiness as falls to 
the lot of men, to serve his country, would seem to place 
'his patriotism beyond suspicion. The firmness and zeal with 
which he rendered tbiii service during her struggle, the 
coolnejsis with which he met danger, his fortitude under bodily 
pain, privation and disappointment, and the confidence re- 
posed in him by the Commander in Chief, all strongly evince 
that his country had not misjudged in elevating him to the 
distinguished rank he held in the army, While at Purys- 
burgh, on the Savannah river, a soldier named Fickling, hav- 
ing been detected in frequent attempts to desert, was tried 
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and seDtenced to be hanged. The general ordered the exe* 
cution. The rOpe broke, a second was procured, wluch 
broke also ; the case^was reported to the general for direc- 
tions. '' Let him run," said the general, ^' I thotkght he 
looked like a scape gallows."* Regularity both in business 
and his mode of living were peculiar traits in his character ; 
habitually temperate, and accustomed to sleep unconfined to 
time or place. In conversaticm he was always correct and 
chaste ; on no occasion uttering any thing like profanity or 
levity on serious subjects, and when others have indulged in 
these respects in his presence, it was ever received by him 
with such marked disapprobation of countenance, as to draw 
from them an instantaneous apology, and regret for the of- 
fence. Having while collector, appointed a violent party 
man to a place of profit merely from motives of benevolence, 
he had frequently, with many others abused the general, 
calling him '^ a daomed old rascal." On the first opportunity 

the General said to him, ^^ so Mr. , you say I am a 

damned old rascal, you might have spared the damned," 
without adding a word more, but it was expressed in a man- 
ner that prevented a reply ; nor did he remove him from 
office. In the various characters of parent, husband atid 
master, I ever held him up, says Colonel Rice, as a model 

* Major Garden, in hii anecdotes of the American Reyolotion, relates tbia story 
with some addition. It happened that at Fickling was led to execution, the sur- 
geon general of the army passed accidentally on his way to his quarters, which 
were at some distance. When the second rope was procured, the adjutant of the 
regiment, a stout and heayy man, assayed by eyery means to break it, but without 
efiect. Fickling was tben haltered and again turned off, when to the astonishment 
of Uie bystanders the rope untwisted, and he fell a second time uninjured to the 

Sound. A cry lor mercy was now general throughout the ranks, which occasioned 
[ajor Ladson, aid de camp to General Lincoln, to gallop to head quarters to make 
a representation of facts, which were no sooner stated than an immediate pardon 
was granted, accompanied with an order that he should instantaneously be drummed, 
with every mark of infamy, out of camp, and threatened with instant death if he 
eyer should be found attempting to approach it. In the interim the surgeon general 
had established himself at his quarters, in a distant bam, little doubting but that the 
catastrophe was at an end, and Fickling quietly resting in his grave. Midnight 
was at hand, and he was busily engaged m writing, when hearing the approach of a 
footstep, he raised his eyes and saw with sstonishment the figure of the man who had 
in his opinion been executed, slowly and witb haggard countenance approaching to- 
wards him. " How ! how is this 1" exclaimed the doctor, " whence come you 1 what 
do you want with mel were you not hanged this morningi" '* Yes, Sir," replied 
the resuscitated man, " I am the wretch you saw going to the gallows, and who was 
hanged." " Keep your distance,*' said the doctor, *' approadi me not till you say 
why you come here." " Simply, Sir," said the supposed spectre, ** to solicit food. 
I am no ghost. Doctor. The rope broke twice while the executioner was doinjp his 
office, and the general thought proper to pardon me." '* If that be the case," re- 
joined the Doctor, " eat and be welcome ; but I beg of you in future to have a little 
more consideration, and not intrude so unceremoniously into the apartment of one 
who bad every right to suppose you an inhabitint of the tomb." 



LINCOLN. 409 

of perfection. The law of kindness ever dwelt on bis 
tongue. 

This memoir will be concluded by some brief extracts' 
from the Historical Collections. ^^ In General Lincoln^s 
character, strength and softness, the estimable and amiable 
qualities, were happily blended. His mind was quick and 
active, yet discriminating and sound. He displayed a fund- 
of thought and information derived from select though limit- 
ed reading, from careful observation of men and things, 
from habits of thinking and from conveisation. A degree of 
enthusiasm or exaltation of feeling on the objects of his pur- 
suit belonged to his temperament, but it was under the con- 
trol of good sense and sober views. He was patient and cool 
in deliberation, in execution prompt and vigorous. He was 
conspicuous for plain, strict, inflexible integrity, united how- 
ever with prudence, candor, and a compassionate disposition. 
As a military commander, he was judicious, brave, deter- 
mined, indefatigable. His distinguished merit in this char- 
acter was never denied, while all have not agreed in opinion 
on some of his plans in the southern command. Being a sol- 
dier of the revolution, he had to anticipate the effect of ex- 
Serience, and might commit mistakes. He was surrounded 
y difficulties ; he met extraordinary disappointments in his 
calculations of supplies and succors. In the principal in- 
stances which issued unfortunately, the storming of Savannah 
and the siege of Charleston, he had but a choice of evils ; 
and which ever way he decided, the course rejected would 
have seemed to many persons more eligible. General Lin- 
coln was a federalist of the Washington school. He expe- 
rienced the benefit of his weight of character and the sense 
entertained by the community of his public services, in being 
suffered to retain his office of collector. 

^^ Religion exerted its full influence over the mind and 
conduct of General Lincoln. He was a Christian of the An- 
tisectarian, Catholic, or liberal sect. He was firm in his 
faith, serious and affectionate in his piety, without supersti- 
tion, fanaticism or austerity. He was from early mannood a 
communicant, and for a great part of his life a deacon of the 
church. He never shunned an avowal of his belief, nor 
feared to appear what he was, nor permitted the reality of 
his convictions to remain in doubt. The person and air of 
General Lincoln betokened his military vocation. He was 
of a middle height and erect, broad chested and muscular, in 
his latter years corpulent, with open btelligent features, a 
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venerable and benign aspect. Hhi mamers were easy aiij 
unaflected, but courteous and polite." 

In all his transactions, both public and private, bis mind was 
elevated above all sordid or sinister views, and our history 
will not perhaps record pnaay naines more estimable than 
was that of General I^incoln. 



FREDERICK WILUJIM AUGUSTUS BAROfT 

DE STEUBEJ^y 

JKnaVT OF TBI OUDKE OF FIDKLITT UT PXKM APT, AMD VA#OB GBITESAK 

» THE ABH7 OF TKB U|IIT£D STATES. 

This highly distinguished personage was a Prussian officer, 
aid de camp to the great Frederick^ and held the rank of 
lieutenant general in the army of that consumnoate command- 
er. He arrired in America December, 1777, and present- 
ed himself with his credentials to Congress, proffering his 
services in our army without any claim to rank, and request- 
ed permission only to render such assistance as might be in 
his power, in the character of a volunteer. In thu? devotmg 
ttimself to our cause he made an immense sacrifice, by relin- 

2uishing his honorable station and emoluments in Europe. 
Congress voted him their thanks for his zeal, and the disin- 
terested tender of his services, and he joined the main army, 
tinder Greneral Washington, at Valley Forge. His qualifica- 
tions for a teacher of the system of military tactics were 
soon manifested : having for many years practised op the sys- 
tem wbich the king of Prussia had introduced ioto hb own 
army. In May, 1778, by the strong recommendation of the 
Commander in Chief, Congress appointed him inspector 
general with the rank of major general. He conunenced his 
duties as inspector, beginning with the officers, who were 
formed into separate bodies, frequently exercised and in- 
structed in the various movements and evolutions, whe? 
mameuvring battalions, brigades, or divisions of the army. 
He exerted all his powers for the establishment of a regular 
system of discipline, economy and uniformity among our he- 
terogeneous bodies of soldiers. In the discharge of this 
duty, and to effect his favorite object, he encountered ob- 
stacles to which a less zedous spirit would have yielded as 
insurmountable. By his superior talents, indefatigable in- 
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dustry and perseverance, he rendered a service to our army, 
without which it could not have attained to a condition capa- 
ble of achieving honor and glory in the face of European 
veteran troops. Charmed with the neat and soldierly ap* 
pearance of those who had profited by his instructions, and 
' auly improved in the art of discipline, and equally detesting 
the soldier whose awkward and unmilitary conduct betrayed 
his negligence, there never was a review but the Baron re* 
warded the one with more than praise, and censured the 
other, whether oflScer or soldier, with a severity equal to his 
deserts. While reviewing our regiment, he noticed in the 
ranks a very spruce young lad handsomely formed standing 
erect with the air of a genteel soldier, his gun and equip- 
ments in perfect order. The Baron, struck with his mili- 
tary appearance, patted him under his chin to elevate his 
head still more erect, viewed him with a smile, and said, 
^^ how long have you been a soldier ? you are one pretty 
soldier in miniature, how old are you ?" Seventeen, Sir. 
" Have you got a wife .?" then calling to the colonel, said, 
^^ Colonel Jackson, this is one fine soldier in miniature." 

The Baron composed a complete system of exercise and 
discipline, which was approved by the Commander in Chief, 
and ordered by Congress to be published and adopted in our 
army. Colonel William North, and Colonel Walker, were 
aids de camp, and members of his family, between whom 
there existed a mutual attachment and affection, pure as 

Earent and sons.* The Baron was distinguished for his ad- 
erence to the principles of political integrity and moral vir- 
tue. His heart was replete with generous sentiments and 
the purest benevolence. 

After General Arnold treacherously deserted his post at 
West Point, the Baron never failed to manifest his indigna- 
tion and abhorrence of his name and character, and while in- 



* Colonel North at an early age volunteered hie services in the bold and perilous 
enterprise undertaken by General Arnold* in the autumn of 1776, to penetrate to 
Canada through the unexplored wilderness from Kennebec, and was among the mis- 
erable sufferers who af^rehended the horrors of death in the wilderness. When 
Colonel Henry Jackson raised his regiment in the state of Massachusetts, this gen- 
tleman was commissioned as commander of a company in this regiment, in w^ich 
he served with honour till he was appointed aid de camp to Baron Steuben. By the 
amiable qualities of his heart, his ingratiating and ^ntiemanly manners, he won the 
afieetion of the BaroUy by whom he was treated with the favor of an adopted son. 
He was appointed Adjutant General to the army commanded by General Washing- 
ton in the year 1798, when a war with France was expected, and he has recently 
transferred his residence to New London, in Connecticut. It is chiefly b^ the ai4 
of his pen that I am enabled to famish this tribute to the memory of bis justly 
celebrated patron. 

52 



412 APPENDIX. 

• 

specting Colonel Sheldon's regimeDt of light horse, the name 
of Arnold struck his ear. The soldier was ordered to the 
front, he was a fine looking fellow, his horse and equipnoieDts 
in excellent order. ^^ Change your name, brother soldier, 
you are too respectable to bear the name of a traitor." 
*.^ What name shall I take, general ?" ^^ Take any other name, 
mine is at your service." Most cheerfully was the offer 
accepted, $ind his name was entered on the roll as Steuben. 
He or his children now enjoy land given to him in the town 
of Steuben by the Baron. This brave soldier met him after 
the war. '^ I am well settled, general," said he, ^^ and have 
a wife and son, I have called my son after you, Sir." ^^ I 
thank you, my friend, what name have you given the boy ?" 
^^ I called hinoT Baron, vvhat else could I call him ?" 

The Baron's office as inspector did not preclude him the 
privilege of command in the line according to his rank, and 
at one period he was commander of a separate detachment 
in Virginia, to oppose the ravages of the enemy m that quar- 
ter. It was with great difficulty that men could be procured 
for the service, every man was considered as an acquisition. 
The Baron was too honest to suffer an imposition to be prac- 
tised on the public. A regiment had been collected, and 
was paraded on the point of marching, when a well looking 
man on horseback, and as it appeared his servant on .another, 
rode up and informed the Baron that he had brought him a 
recruit. ^' I thank you, Sir," said the Baron, ^^ with all my 
heart, you have arrived in a happy moment, where is your 
man, Colonel ?" for he was Colonel in the militia. Here, 
Sir, ordering his boy to dismount. The Baron's countenance 
changed, his aids saw and feared the approaching storm. A 
sergeant was ordered to measure the lad, whose shoes when 
off discovered something by which his stature had been in- 
creased. The Baron patting the child's head with his hand 
trembling with rage, asked him how old he was ? He was 
very young, quite a child. '^ Sir," said he to the militia 
colonel, ^^ you must have supposed me to be a rascal." Oh ! 
no, Baron, I did not. ^^ Then, Sir, I suppose you to be % 
rascal, an infamous rascal, thus to attempt to cheat your 
country. Sergeant, take off this fellow's spurs, and place hint 
in the ranks, that we may have a man able to serve instead 
of an infant whom he would basely have made his substitute ! 
Go, my boy, take' the colonel's spurs and horse to his wife ; 
make my compliments, and say her husband has gone to fight 
for the freedom of his country, as an honest man should do,'* 
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amd instantly ordered — ^^ platoons ! to the right, wheel ! for- 
ward march !" Colonel Gaskins, who commanded the regi- 
ment, fearing the consequences, after marching some dis- 
tance, allowed the man to escape, who immediately made 
application to the civil authority for redress ; but Governor 
Jefferson, Mr. Madison and others, not doubting the purity 
of the Baron's motive, and fully appreciating his honest zeal, 
prevented any disagreeable results attending this high handed 
exertion of military power. At the siege of Yorktown, the 
Baron was in the trenches at the head of his division, and re- 
ceived the first overture of Lord Cornwallis to capitulate. 
At the relieving hour next morning, the Marquis de la Fayette 
approached at the head of his division, to relieve him. The 
Baron refused to quit the trenches, assigning as a reason the 
etiquette in Europe, that the offer to capitulate had been 
made during his tour of duty, and that it was a point of honor 
of which he would not deprive his troops, to remain in the 
trenches till the capitulation was signed or hostilities recom- 
menced. The dispute was referred to the Commander in 
Chief, and the Baron was permitted to remain till the Bri- 
tish flag was struck. While on this duty, the Baron perceiv- 
ing himself in danger from a shell thrown from the enemy, 
threw himself suddenly into the trench ; General Wayne in 
the jeopardy and hurry of the moment fell on him ; the Baron 
turning his eyes, saw it was his brigadier, ^^ I always knew 
you were brave, general,'' said he, " But I did not know you 
were so perfect in every point of duty, you cover your gen- 
eral's retreat in the best manner possible." 

" I have great delight," says Major Garden, "in relating 
an anecdote which I received from General Walter Stewart ; 
the truth of which may be relied on." After the capture of 
Yorktown, the superior oflBcers, of the allied army, vied with 
each other in acts of civility and attention to the captive Bri- 
tons. Lord Cornwallis and his family were particularly distin- 
guished. Entertainments were given in succession by all 
the major generals, with the exception of Baron Steuben. He 
alone withheld an invitation^ not from a wish to be particular, 
nor that his heart was closed to the attentions due to misfor- 
tune. His soul was superior to prejudice ; and, as a soldier, 
he tenderly sympathized in their fate, while poverty denied 
the means of displaying that liberality towards them, which 
had been shown by others. Such was his situation, when 
calling on Colonel Stewart, and informing him of his intention 
to entertain the British commander in chief, he requested 
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that fae would advaoce him a sum of money as tbe price of 
his favorite charger. ^^ 'Tis a good beast/' said the Baron, 
^^ and has proved a faithfal servant through all the dangers 
of the war ; but, though painful to mjr heart, we must 
part." Colonel Stewart to prevent a step that he knew 
must be attended with great loss, and still greater inconve* 
nience, immediatelj tendered his purse, recommending, 
should the sum it contained proved insufficient, the sale or 
pledge of his watch. ^^ My dear friend," said the Baron, 
^^ 'tis already sold. Poor North was sick and wanted neces- 
saries. He is a brave fellow, and possesses the best of hearts^ 
The trifle it brought is set apart for his use. My horse, must 
go, so no more, I beseech you, to turn me from my purpose. 
1 am a major general in the service of the United States, and 
my private convenience must not be put m the scale with 
the duty which my rank calls on me imperiously to per- 
form." A very friendly intercourse subsisted between the 
officers of the French army and those of our own, and dining 
invitations could not always be reciprocated on our part for 
wantof the means. ^M can stand it no loiter," said the 
Baron, '^we are continually dining with these gentlemen, 
and such is our penury that, except at head quarters, they 
receive no invitations in return — ^take," said he to one of hn 
people, *' take the silver spoons and forks, and sell them, it is 
not republican to eat with silver forks, and it is the part of a 
gentleman to pay his debts. They shall have one good din- 
ner, if I eat my soup with a wooden spoon forever after." 

The Baron returned to the northward, and remained with the 
army continually employed, till tbe peace, in perfectii^ its dis- 
cipline. The adroitness, and above ail, the silence with which 
his manoeuvres were performed, was remarked with astonish- 
ment by the officers of the French army. The Marquis de la 
Yal de Montmorency, a brigadier general, said to the Baron, 
^' I admire the celerity and exactitude with which your men 
perform, but what I cannot conceive is the profound silence 
with which they mancBuvre." '^ I don't know. Monsieur le 
Marquis, whence noise should proceed, when even my brigadiers 
dare not open their mouths but to repeat the orders." 

The French troops were exceedingly loud in their evolutioos 
and marches, and Mons. la Yal at all times louder than the 
rest. On a subsequent occasion, designed to show the high de- 
gree of expertness at which our officers and soldiers had ar- 
rived, the Baron was asked by one of the French generals, what 
manoeuvres he intended to perform. On being informed, ^^ Yes," 
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replied the French chief, ^^ I have seen particularly the last 
you mention performed by the Prussians in Silesia, but with a 
very complex addition," which he explained. ^^ But you will 
recollect, general, that we are not quite Prussians." After 
his guests had retired, the Baron said, '^ I will let these French- 
men know that we can do what the Prussians can, and what 
their army cannot do ; I will save those gentlemen who have 
not been in Silesia the trouble of going there, they may come 
to Verplanck's Point next week for instruction." They came, 
chiefs and subalterns, and every thing was done in the finest 
style to their real or pretended admiration. Here General 
North indulges his honorable feelings in the following apostrophe. 
^^ Alas ! when I think of time past, of that day, and look to that 
eminence on which General Washington's marquee was jpitched, 
in front of which stood that great man firm in the consciousness 
of virtue, surrounded by French nobles and the chiefs of his 
own army ; when I cast my eyes, then lighted up with soldierly 
ambition, hope and joy, along that lengthened line, my brothers 
all ! endeared by ties made strong by full communion in many 
a miserable, many a joyous hour, my heart sinks at the view ! 
Who, how few of all that brilliant host, is left ! these few are 
tottering on the confines of the grave !" The Baron's tent that 
day was filled, and more than filled with Frenchmen. ^^ I am 
glad," said he, ^^ to pay some part of the dinner debt we owe 
our allies." ^' On the eve of retumbg to the northward from 
Virginia," continues General North, ^^ I was sick and unable to 
accompany the Baron ; he divided his purse with me, the 
whole contents of which were two half joes ; his watch and sil- 
ver spoons and forks, brought from Germany, were already dis- 
posed of. ' I must go,' said the Baron, ' I must leave you, my 
son, but I leave you among a people where we have found the 
door of every house wide open ; where the heart of every female 
is full of tenderness and virtue. Quit this deleterious spot, the 
instant you are able ; there is my sulkey, and here is half of 
what I have, God bless you, I can no more.' Nor could he — 
the feelings of friends in such a moment, and under such circum- 
stances, may possibly be conceived, but not expressed. A jour- 
ney of three hundred miles was before him, a single piece of 
gold in his purse. Are other instances necessary to uidTold the 
texture of his heart ? how many have I written on my own ! 
There is, I trust, a book, in which they, every one of them, 
are entered, to the credit of his account with heaven." 

General Washington had a high esteem for the Baron, and 
was fully sensible of his worth and merits. On all proper oc- 
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eaflioiis Congress Were nrgjlBd in his bdwlf, and from time to 
time he received of money, good and bad, sums which some 
narrour minded men thought much too large, though he proved 
satirfactorily that he had givoi up a salary of five hundred and 
eighty guineas a year in Europe. But what sums, how much 
could have been enough for one who searched around for wor- 
thy objects, whose wants might be relieved. '* ^^ Never did a 
review or an inspection pass without rewards in money, to sol- 
•diers whose arms were in the highest order. Never was his 
table unfilled with guests, if furnished with provisions. Offi- 
cers of rank, men most prominent for knowledge and attention 
to their duty, were marked for invitation ; but the gentlemen of 
his family were desired to complete the list with others of m- 
ferior grade ; — ^poor fellows, said he, they have field officers' 
stomachs, without their rations.^' 

The Baron was rough as the ocean in a storm, when great 
faults were committed ; but if, in a sudden gust of passion, he 
had injured, the redress was ample. I recollect, that at a re- 
view near Morristown, a Lieutenant Gibbons, a brave and good 
officer, was arrested on the spot, and ordered into the rear, for 
a fault, which it afterwards appeared another had committed. 
At a proper moment, the commander of the regiment came for- 
ward and informed the Baron of Mr. Gibbons' innocence, of his 
worth, and of his acute feelings under this unmerited disgrace. 
^^ Desire Lieutenant Gibbons to come to the front, colonel." 
^^ Sir," said the Baron to the young gentleman, ^^ the fault 
which was made, by throwii^ the line into confusion, might, in 
the presence of an enemy, have been fatal. I arrested you as 
its supposed author, but I have reason to believe that I was mis- 
taken, and that in this instance you were blameless ; I ask your 
pardon ; return to your command — I would not deal unjustly by 
any, much less by one whose character as an officer is so res- 
pectable." All this passed with the Baron's hat ofi", the rain 
pouring on his venerable head ! — Do you think there was an of- 
ficer, a soldier who saw it, unmoved by afiection and reject } 
Not one. 

In the company of ladies, the Baron always appeared to pe- 
culiar advantage. At the house of the respectable Mrs. Liv- 
ingston, mother of the late Chancellor, where virtue, talent and 
modest wortli of every kind met a welcome reception, the Ba- 
ron was introduced to a Miss Sheaf, an amiable and interesting 
young lady. ^^ I am very happy," said he, ^^ in the honor of be- 
ing presented to you. Mademoiselle, though I see it is at an infi- 
nite risk ; I have from my youth beoi cautioned to guard myself 
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agafalst imchiej^ but I had no idea tkat her attractions were so 
pow€|rful-" 

DihiDg at head quarters with Robert Morris, Esq. and other 
gentlemen, Mr. Morris complained bitterly of the miserable 
state of the treasury. ^' Why/' said the Baron, ^^ are you not 
financier, why do you not continue to create funds .^" ^^ I have 
done all I can, it is not possible for me to do more." ^^ But 
you remain financier though without finances ?" ^^ Yes." 
^^ Well, then, I do not think you are so honest a man as my 
cook. He came to me one day at Valley Forge, and said, '^ Ba- 
ron, I am your cook, and you have nothing to cook but a piece 
erf* lean beef, which is hung up by a string before the fire. Your 
negro wagoner can turn the string, and do as weU as I can ; yo« 
have promised me ten dollars a month, but as you have nothing 
to cook, I wish to be discharged, and not longer be chargeable to 
you. That is an honest fellow, Morris." 

Though never perfectly master of our lai^age, the Baron 
understood and spoke it with sufficient correctness. — He would 
sometimes on purpose miscall names, and blend or adopt words 
rimilar in sound, dissimilar m meaning. Dining at head quar- 
ters, which he did frequently, Mrs. Washington asked what 
amusement he had recourse to now that the certainty of peace 
had relaxed his labors. ^ I read, my lady, and write, and play 
chess, and yesterday, for the first time, I went a fishing. My 

Sentleman told me it was a very fine business to catch fish, and I 
id not know but that this new trade might, by and by, be useful 
to me — but I fear I never can succeed — I sat in the boat three 
hours, it was exceedingly vrarm, and I caught only two fish ; 
they told me it was fine sport.' ^ What kiikl of fish did you 
take, Baron r ^ I am not sure, my lady, but I believe one of 
them was a whale.' ^ A whale. Baron, in the North Rivet •^' 
^ Yes, I assure you, a very fine whale, my lady ; — ^it was a 
whale, was it not ?' appealing to one of his aids. ^ An eel. Ba- 
ron.' ^ I beg your pardon, my lady, but that gentleman cer- 
tainly told me it was a whale.' ^^ General Washington, now 
that his mind was comparatively at ease, enjoyed a pleasantry 
of this kind highly." 

For the proper understanding of the following bon mot of 
General Washington, it must be mentioned that at Tatawa 
falls there was a miserable deformed object, who had lain in 
his cradle for twenty-seven years. His head was eighteen 
inches in length) and the rest of his body twenty-seven inches. 
He received numerous visitors, among whom was his Excel- 
lency, who asked him whether he was a whig or a torj? 
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He answered as he bad been taught, that he had never taken 
Mn active part an either side,* ^^ A worthy gentleman and 
lady came oat of New York after the preliminaries of peace 
were signed, to visit their friends, and resided in the neigh'* 
borhood of Baron Steuben, by whom the whole party, to- 
gether with his Excellency and lady, were invited to dine. 
It is proper, said the Baron, that your Excellency should be 

apprized that Mr. and his lady from New i ork are to 

dine with me, and perhaps. Sir, you may not choose to meet 

Mr. . Oh, Baron, said the General, laughing, there is 

no diflSculty on that point. Mr. is very like the big-head- 
ed boy at Tatawa, he never has taken an active part. This 
was allowed to be a most adroit coup de sabre by those who 
knew the gentleman, though it is doubted whether if he had 
heard it he would have felt the stroke. 

At the disbandment of the revolutionary army, when in- 
mates of the same tent, or hut, for seven long years, were 
separating, and probably forever ; grasping each other's hand, 
in silent agony, I saw the Baron's strong endeavors to throw 
some ray of sunshine on the gloom, to mix some drop of cor- 
dial with the painful draught. To go they knew not whither ; 
all recollection of the art to thrive by civil occupations lost, 
or to the youthful never known. Their hard earned military 
knowledge worse than useless, and with their badge of bro- 
therhood, a mark at which to point the finger of suspicion — 
ignoble, vile suspicion ! to be cast out on a world, long since 
by them forgotten. — Severed from friends, and all the joys 
and griefs which soldiers feel ! Griefs, while hope remained 
— ^when shared by numbers, almost joys ! To go in silence 
and alone, and poor and hopeless ; it was too hard ! On that 
sad day how many hearts were wrung ! I saw it all, nor will 
the scene be ever blurred or blotted from my view. To a 
stern old officer, a Lieutenant Colonel Cochran, from the 
Green Mountains, who had met danger and difficulty almost 
in every step, from his youth, and from whose furrowed 
visage a tear till that moment had never fallen ; the good 
Baron said — ^what could be said, to lessen deep distress f 
« For myself,'' said Cochran, ^^ I care not, I can stand it ; 
but my wife and daughters are in the garret of that wretched 
tavern. I know not where to remove, nor have I means for 
their removal !" ^ Come, my friend,' said the Baron, *• let us 
go — I will pay my respects to Mrs. Cochran and your daugfa- 

■ II I.I ■■ ■ ■ —- ^^— Wi^t— ^M>^— ^M^— M*. 

* See page 189 efthii Tolinae. 
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ters, if joa please.' "I followed fo the left, the lower 
rooms being all filled with soldiers, with drunkenness, despair 
and blasphemy. And when the Baron left the poor Unhappy 
cast-awajs, he left hope with them, and all he bad to give." 
'^ A black man, with woonds unhealed, wept on the wharf — 
(for it was at Newburgh where this tragedy was acting) — 
there was a vessel in the stream, bound to the place where 
be once had friends. He had not a doHar to pay his passage, 
and he could not walk. Unused to tear», I saw them trickle 
down this good man's cheeks as he put into the hands of the 
btach man the last dollar he possessed. The megrq hailed 
the sloop, and cried, ^ God Almighty bless yon, master 
Baron V ^ 

What good and honorable man, civil or military, before 
the accursed party-spirit murdered friendships, did not re- 
spect and love the Baron ? Who most ? Those Who knew 
him best. After the peace the Baron retired to a farm in 
the vicinity of New York, where> with forming a system for 
the organization and discipline of the militia, books, chess 
and the freqoent visits of his numerous friends, he passed hit 
time as agreeably as a frequent want of funds would permit. 
The state of New Jersey had eiven ^m a small improved 
farm, and the state of New York gave him a tract of sixteen 
thousand acres of land in the county of Oneida. After the 
general government was in full operation, by the exertions 
of Colonel Hamilton, patronized and enforced by President 
Washington, a grant of two thousand five hundred dollars 
per annum, was made to him for life. The summers were 
now chiefly spent on his land, and his winters in the city. 
His sixteen thousand acres of land were m the uncultivated 
wilderness ; he built a convenient log house, cleared sixty 
acres, parceled out his land on easy terms to twenty or thirty 
tenants, distributed nearly a tenth of the tract in gifts to hiv 
aids de camp and servants, and sat himself down to a certain 
degree contented without society, except that of a young 
gentleman who read to and with him. He ate only at din- 
ner, but he ate with strong appetite. In drinking he was al- 
ways temperate, indeed he was free from every vicious ha- 
bit. His powers of mind and body were strong, and he re- 
ceived to a certain extent a liberal education. His days 
were undoubtedly shortened by his sedentary mode of life. 
He was seized with an apoplexy which in a few hours was 
fatal. AgTAfiaUy to hi4 desire often expressed, he was 
wrapped in his cloak, placed in a fkm coffin and hid in the 
53 



420 APPENDIX. 

earth, without a stone to tell where he lies. A few neighbors, 
his servants, the young gentleman his late companion, and one 
on whom for fifteen years his countenance never ceased to beam 
with kindness, followed to the grave. It was in a thick, a lone- 
ly wood, but in a few years after a public highway was opened 
near or over the hallowed sod ! Colonel Walker snatched the 
poor remains of his dear friend from sacrilegious violation, and 
gave a bounty to protect the grave in which he laid them from 
rude and impious intrusion. He died in 1795, m the 6dth year 
of his age. 

^' Some few years previous to the Barents death, a pious 
gentleman of the city of New York, who had a great affection 
for him, told me, with strong marks of joy, that they had pass* 
ed the evening, and a part of the last night together — that the 
Baron confessed his full belief in Jesus Christ, with sure and 
certain hope, through him, of a blessed immortality. ^ From 
the life our dear friend has led, in camps and in the gay world,' 
said the good man, ^ I feared ; and you do not know what j^ I 
feel, in the belief that he will be well to all eternity !' The 
Bar(m was a member of the Reformed German Church, in 
New York.'' 

General North, from the impulse of his own affectionate and 
grateful feelings, erected a handsome monuinent, with an appro- 
priate inscription, in the Reformed German Church in iNew 
York, to the memory of his illustrious patron and friend, and 
these pages accord vnth the views of that memorial in trans- 
mitting to posterity a renowned hero, whose name and mvalua- 
ble labors snould never be forgotten. 

What remained of the Baron's estate, excepting one thou- 
sand dollars and his library, which he willed to a youth whose 
father had rendered essential service in the war, and whose 
education he generously charged himself with, was bequeathed 
to his two affectionate aids de camp. 



THE MARdUIS DE LJl FAYETTE* 

MAJOR GENERAL. 

Th« name and character of this illustrious French nobleman 
will occupy a conspicuous place in our revolutionary annals, 

''■»'■■■■■' " ■ ■ 

* He was born Septtmber 6th, 1757, and in 1774 married to the Coiinte» Anas- 
taaie de Noailles, daughter of the Duke de NoaiUet» a ladj of immenso iortone and 
the most brilliant tccompUihments. 
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and be honored by posterity no less for his enthusiastic love of 
liberty, than for his heroism and military renown. There is 
sometfiing tmly romantic in the history of this celebrated per- 
sonage. In the year 1776, at the immature age of nineteen, he 
espoused the cause of the Americans, and nobly resolved to af- 
ford our country all possible assistance by his personal services 
and influence. At this era the affairs of America were border- 
ing on despair, and were represented in France as so deplorable 
that it might be supposed sufficient to repress the most deter- 
mined zeal. Reports were propagated in that country that our 
army, reduced to a mere rabble, was flying before an army of 
thirty thousand regulars, nor was this very wide from the reali- 
ty. In c<»)sequence of this, our commissioners at Paris found 
it impossible to procure a vessel to convey the Marquis and 
their own despatches to Congress ; they could not therefore feel 
justified in encouragii^ his bold contemplated aiterprise. This 
embarrassment, however, had the effect of increasing, rather 
than of restraining his youthful ardor and heroism. He impart- 
ed to the commissioners his determination to purchase and fit 
out a vessel to convey himself and their despatches to America. 
This project was deemed so extraordinary and important, that 
it did not fail to engage universal attention. The French court 
had not then declared even a friendly mtention towards Ame- 
rica, but on the contrary was extremely cautious of giving of- 
fence to the British government. Orders were therefore given 
prohibiting the departure of this nobleman, and vessels were 
even despatched to the West Indies to intercept him, in case 
he should take that route. The Marquis was well apprised 
that he exposed himself to the loss of his fortune by the laws oi 
France ; and that, should he fall into the hands of the English, 
on his passage, he would be liable to a confinement of uncertain 
duration, and without a prospect of being exchanged. These 
considerations, however, dia not deter him from the attempt, 
and bidding adieu to his amiable consort and numerous endear- 
ed connexi(»)8, and trusting to good fortune to favor his elope- 
ment, he embarked, and arrived safe m CharlestoUi S. C. 
on the 19th of April, 1777. He landed soon after the no- 
ble defence made by General Moultrie at the fort on Sulli- 
van^s Island. Charmed with the gallantry displayed by that 
general and his brave troops, the Marquis presented him with 
clothing, arms and accoutrements for one hundred men. He 
met with a cordial reception from our Congress^ and they im- 
mediately accepted his proffered services. He insisted that he 
would receive no compensation, and that he would commence 
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bb services as a voluiiteer. Thu noble pbilastbrof Ut tvat 
received into the family of the Comnaader in Cbief> nhere 
a fitroi^ mtttual attachment nras contracted, and he has of- 
ten been called the adc^ed son of Washington. July Slst, 
1777, Congress resolved, that, ^^ Whereas the Marquis de la 
Fayette, out of his great zeal to the cause of liberty in whi^ 
the United States are engaged, has left his family and con* 
nexions, and at his own expense come over to offer his ser« 
vices to the United States without pension or particular al«> 
lowaoce, and is anxious to risk his life in our cause — Re* 
solved, that his service be accepted^ and that in coasideratioft 
of his zeal, illustrious family and connexions, he have th« 
rank and commission of major general in the army of the 
Umted States." At the battle of Brandywioe, September, 
1777, the Marquis exhibited full proof of Ins undaunted brave^ 
ry and military character, and received a wound in his leg* 
In May, 1778, with a select corps of two thousand five faun« 
dred men, he crossed the Schuylkill and took . post about 
twelve miles in front of our army at Valley Forge. A qua« 
ker in whose hous^ he was to lodge, sent informatron to the 
enemy, who formed an instantaneous design ot surprising him. 
General Gray, on the night of the 19th of May, marched 
with seven thousand men, and by a skitftal movement got into 
the Marquis' rear, while another detachment was advancing 
to his front. The Marquis fortunately gained intelligence of 
their approach, and by a prompt decision effected his retreat 
and recrossed the river in season to defeat the design of the 
enemy. Had they succeeded, it must not only have proved 
fatal to the Marquis and his detachment, but placed the re* 
mainder of our army in a situation of extreme hazard* In 
August, 1778, the Marquis repaired to Rhode Island, to as- 
sist in the expedition under Major General Sullivan, in con- 
junction with the French teet, and he received the particu- 
lar approbation and applause of Congress, for his judiciona 
and highly important services. In January, 1779, the Mar- 
quis embarked at Boston, on a voyage to France, and was 
subjected to imminent danger from a conspiracy among the 
sailors, a great part of whom were British. He returned in 
May, 1780, bringing the joyful intelligence that a French 
fleet and army would soon arrive on our coast. Through his 
great zeal for the cause of the United States, he exerted 
his influence with his government, no longer fearful of giving 
offence to the English, to afibrd money and troops and other 
important succors. He was soon put at the head of a select 
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corps of light intaitjry for the iervice of the campaign. This 
ajQTorded him a nevir. opportunity for the display of his mumit- 
ceooe. He presented to every officer under his command 
an elegant sword, and his soldiers were clothed in uniform 
principally at his expense. He infused into this corps a spi- 
rit of pride and emulation, viewing it as one formed and mo*- 
deled according to his own wishes, and as deserving his high* 
est confidence. They were the pride of his heart, and he 
the idol of their regard ; constantly panting for an opportuni- 
ty of accomplishing some signal achievement worthy of his 
and their character. This corps was pronounced equal t.o 
any that could be produced in any country. In December, 
1780, he marched with one thousand two hundred light infan* 
try for Yirffinia, to counteract the devastations of Arnold and 
Phillips. He made a forced march of two hundred miles, 
and prevented General Phillips possessing himself of Rich«> 
mond, and secured the stores at that place. At on6 period 
there was not a single pair of shoes in his whole command, 
and such was bis zeal and generous spirit, and such the con- 
fidence and respect of the people, that he was enabled to 
borrow of the merchants of Baltimore two thousand guineas 
on his own credit, with which he purchased shoes and other 
Mcessary articles for his troops. The Marquis was employ- 
ed in watching the motions of Lord Cornwallis in Virginia, 
with an inferior force ; in this arduous duty he displayed the 
judgment, skill and prudence of a veteran, with the ardor of 
youth. In a skirmish near Jamestown, not a man in the 
whole detachment was more exposed, and one of his horses 
was killed. 

Lord Cornwallis having encamped near Jamestown, the 
Marquis La Fayette' sent General Wayne with the Pennsyl- 
vania troops to take their station within a small dbtance of 
the British army and watch their motions. The two advanc- 
ed parties were soon engaged, and General Wayne drove 
that of the enemy back to their lines, and without stopping 
there, attacked the whole British army, drawn up in order 
of battle and charged them with bayonets. The action was 
e:|tremely severe for the little time it lasted, but the dispro- 
portion of numbers was so great that the enemy was on the 
point of surrounding our troops, when the Marquis arrived in 
person, just time enough to order a retreat, by which they 
were rescued from their hazardous situation, after suffering 
considerable loss. 
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General Henry Lee, in his Memoirs of the War in the 
Southern States, eulogizes the character and conduct of La 
Fajette when compelled to fly before the British command- 
er, in the following language. 

'< In this period of gloom, of disorder and of peril, La Fay- 
ette was collected and undismayed. With zeal, with courage, 
and with sagacity, he discharged his arduous duties ; and 
throughout his difficult retreat was never brought even to 
array but once in order for battle. — Invigorating our councils 
by his precepts ; dispelling our despondency by his example ; 
and encouraging his troops to submit to their many privations, 
by the cheerfulness with which he participated in their wants ; 
he imparted the energy of his own mind to the country, and 
infused his high toned spirit into the army." 

Great encomiums were passed on the Marquis for his hu- 
manity and goodness in visiting and administering to the re- 
lief of the wounded soldiers. Lord Cornwallis having receiv* 
ed a reenforcement, was so confident of success against his 
young antagonist, that he imprudently said in a letter which 
was intercepted, ^' the boy cannot escape me." He planned 
the surprize of the Marquis while on the same side of James 
river with himself, but in this he was baffled by means of a 
spy, whom the Marquis sent into the enemy^s camp to obtain 
some necessary intelligence.*' A combination of talents and 
skill defeated all the energies of physical power. During the 
siege of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, the Marquis was 
among the most active and intrepid of the general officers, 
and he commanded a detachment of our light infantry, which 
successfully assaulted the British redoubt on the right of our 
lines. Previous to his departure from Yorktown, he issued 
his last orders to his favourite corps of infantry, in which are 
contained the following expressions. 

^' In the moment the major general leaves this place, he 
wishes once more to express his gratitude to the brave corps 
of light infantry, who for nine months past, have been the 
companions of his fortunes. He will never forget that with 
them alone, of regular troops, he had the good fortune to 
man<euvre before an army which after all its reductions is 
still six times superior to the regular force he had at that 
time." 

The Marquis now perceiving that the mighty contest for 
American Independence, in which he has been so nobly en- 

* S«e page 290 of this volume, for further particultrs. 
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gaged) was near its completion, was about to return with the 
well earned laurels on his brow to his king and country* 
Congress resolved Nov. 2Sd, 1781, '^ that major general the 
Marquis de la Fayette be informed, that, on a review of his 
conduct throughout the past campaign, and particularly dur- 
ing the period in which he had the chief command in Virginia, 
the many new proofs which present themselves of his zeal* 
ous attachment to the cause he has espoused and of his judg- 
ment, vigilance, gallantry and address in its defence, have 
greatly added to the high opinion entertamed by Congress 
of his merit and military talents." During his military ca- 
reer in America, the Marquis displayed that patriotism, in- 
tegrity, humanity, and every other virtue which characterize 
real greatness*of soul. ' His manners being easy, affable and 
engaging, he was particularly endeared to the officers and 
soldiers under his command ; they admired, loved, and re- 
vered him as their guide and siipport when in peril, and their 
warmest friend when in perplexity and trouble. The most 
affectionate attachment subsisted between him and the illus- 
trious Chief under whose banners it was his delight to serve, 
and whose language was, ^' this nobleman unites to all the 
military fire of youth, an uncommon maturity of judgment." 

His very soul burned with the spirit of enterprize, and he 
manifested a dismterestedness and devotion to the cause of 
freedom, ever to be admire^ and applauded by a grateful 
people. He ever discovered both in design and execution 
those traits of genius, and that intuitive knowledge of tactics^ 
which designate the great man, and the successful warrior. 
The people of the United States are fully apprized of their 
high obligations to him, and their history will transmit the 
name of La Fayette with grateful acknowledgments to the 
latest posterity. It is gratifymg to learn that Congress grant- 
ed him a valuable tract of land, as a compensation in part for 
his disinterested patriotism and important services. 

The Marquis returned to France in 1781, and in 1784, 
again came to the United States, to visit his friends and com- 
panions in arms, to whom he was attached by the strongest 
ties. In this visit, he received the most flattering marks of 
affection and esteem from every class of people, but especial- 
ly from his fellow officers of the revolutionary army. In 
Boston, the Society of Cincinnati, then very numerous, hailed 
him, as a beloved friend and sharer with them in the services 
and honors of the war for liberty and independence. 
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Wken in December, 1784, the Marquis was aboat to tdce 
his departure from America, Congress appointed a com- 
mittee consisting of one member from each state, to receive 
him, and in the name of Congress to take leave of him in 
saeh manner as might strongly manifest their esteem and 
regard for him. They were instructed to assure him, that 
Congress continue to entertain the same high sense of his 
abilities and zeal to promote the wrifare of America, both 
here and in Europe, which they have frequently expressed 
and manifested on former occasions ; that the United States 
-regard him with particular affection, and will not cease to 
feel an interest in whatever may concern his honor and pros- 
perity, and that their best i|nd kindest wishes will atways 
attend him. Congress res<rived also, '' that a letter be written 
to bis Most Christian Majesty expressive of the high sense 
which the United States, in Congress assembled, entertain 
of the zeal, talents and meritorious services of the Marquis 
de la Fayette, and recommending him to the favor and patro- 
nage of his majesty." Hie Marquis made a very respectful 
and affectionate reply, in which he expressed the>ttvely feel- 
li^ of a heart devoted to the welfare of our rising empire, and 
gratefully acknowledged, that at a time when an inexperienc- 
ed youth, he was favoured with his respected friend's pater- 
nal adoption. He thus concludes his address. *^ May this 
immense temple of freedom ever stand as a lesson to oppres- 
sors, an example to the oppressed, a sanctnary for the rights 
•f mankind ; and may these happy United States attain that 
complete splendor and prosperity which will illustrate the 
blessings of their government, and for ages to come rejoice 
the departed souls of its founders. Never can Congress 
oblige me so much as when they put it in my power in every 
part of the world to the latest day of my life, to gratify the 
attachment which will ever rank me among the most zeal- 
ous and respectful servants of the United States."* 

The part which General Lafayette lock in the great revo- 
lution in France, in 1789-93, is known to everyone, ac- 



M.---It is wen recoHeeted, that after Uw great fire in BmCoo , 
lA 1787» the Marquis de la Fayette* then in France, immediately wrote to Samvel 
Breck, I^q. his friend, to draw on him for £^300 sterling, to bo applied to the re» 
lief of the sufferers. The bill wss accordingly drawn, and the bounty applied. 
Mr. Breck, a son of the above, now a Member of Congress ftom Pennsylvania, still 
preserves Uie letter of the Marquis as a precious memorial of bis philanthrophy and 
Americsn fteling. The only son of the Marquis (who is, we believe, or has been 
a Member of the Freaoh Chsmber of Deputies) bears the nam» of GMrys ffcsA- 
Um, and his two only daughters the names of Ftrgtnia and CaroHna^'^Ctntinel, 
Feb, 1624. 
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q«atnt6dl with Ae bietory of those times. He was an acthre 
and inflaentiai member of the Legislative Assembly of 
Fraace at that eventfal period ; and prored himself a deeid* 
ed and ardeat friend of civil liberty in his own conntry, as 
well as in Aawrica. Bet he was not among the extravagant 
advocates of reform ; mach less did he approve or assist in 
the cruel scenes of bloodshed, which were exhibited in that 
devoted country, during the Revelation. He wished for a 
limited, instead of an absolute, monarchy, with a legislative 
bodv composed of representatives elected by the people, who 
might be a check upon the deM>otic or oppressive measures 
of the ministry ; ana no doubt be would have preferred a 
government entirely republican and elective, had it been 
praeticable, at that period, in France ; but he was too wise, 
and too prudent, to risk all in attempting to gain every thing 
be wished. IVhen the excesses took place in Paris, and the 
life of the King was threatened, he endeavoured to set bounds 
to the lioentionsness of the populace, and to defend his per- 
son. Had other friends of liberty and of reform in France, in 
1790, been as reasonable as he was, they might have had a 
better government than they now have, and that without such 
great expense of blood and treasure. His moderation render* 
ed him; obnoxious to the more ardent leaders of the revolu* 
tion, and he was obliged to flee. He was taken, most unjustly 
treated as an enemy to his country, and cast into a dungeon 
in Germany, where he was detained nearly three years, and 
suffered every thing but death. But his integrity and inno- 
cence supported him under all his sufferings. When he was 
released and had returned to France, he was again, for a 
abort time, in the legislative assembly, during the reign of 
Bonaparte ; but was too sincere a friend to civil liberty 
and too great an enemy to arbitrary power, to be a favorite 
of that ambitious man. For several years, therefore, he 
vemained on his extensive farm. La Graiq;e, while Napoleon 
was ruling France with a rod of iron» 

He had often expressed a desire to visit once more the 
land which had adopted him as a favorite son, where liberty 
dwells with all her ample train of social blessings, and where 
be mieht embrace the civil and military patriots, with whom 
^ be had long since been so closely associated. Many assur- 

ances were given him, that he would be received with open 
arms, and throbbing bosoms. A poblic invitation was given 
bim to visit the United States, and a ship of war tendered 
him for bis more comfortable accommodation. The latter, 

54 
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he declined ; though he accepted a similar caiFeyanee, on 
his return to France, after his visit was accomplished. 

He arrived at New York the 15th of August, 1824, where 
he wa» received by all classes of citizens, as well as by 
the municipal authorities, with uncommon demonslrations of 
joy. His reception was cordial and splendid ; and the whole 
population of that extensive city were eagerly engaged b dis* 
playing their gratitude for his services, and Uieir attachment 
to his character. Before Gen. La Fayette left France, and 
when it was reported that he intended to visit America, the 
citizens of Boston had directed a letter of invitation to be 
forwarded him, with assurances of the great gratification 
they should derive from his company, and requesting him to 
spend as much time as possible b this ancient metropolis of 
New England, where he had so many friends and admirers. 
On his arrival at New«York, the bvitation was repeated. 
After remabii^ a few days b that city, be commenced his 
journey for Boston, where he arrived on the morning of the 
24th of August. In his tour, he visited New Haven, Provi- 
dence, and some other cities. Hb approach was anticipated 
with great interest and exultation. He entered the city at 
10 o'clock b the morning, and was met at the southern ex- 
tremity by an immense concourse of the inhabitants ; and by 
the members of the city couneU, the society of the Cbcb- 
nati, and distbguished strangei^ from all parts of the Gom^ 
monwealth. Mr. Qubcy, the mayor, b the name of the 
citizens, addressed him as follows :-^ 

(' Sir, — The Citizens of Boston welcome you on your re-* 
turn to the United States ; mbdful of your early zeal in the 
cause of American Independence, grateful for your distin- 
guished share in the perils and glories of its achievement.-^ 
When urged by a generous sympathy, you first landed on 
these shores, you found a people engaged b an arduous and 
eventful struggle for liberty with apparently badequate 
means, and amidst dubious omens. After a lapse of nearly 
half a century, you find the same people prosperous beyond 
all hope and all precedent ; their liberty secure ; sittbg in 
its strength ; without fear and without reproach. 

^^ In your youth you jobed the standard of three millions 
of people, raised in an unequal and uncertain conflict. In 
your aavanced age you return and are met by ten millions of 
people, their descendants, whose hearts throng hither to 
greet your approach and rejoice b it. 
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^^ This is not the movement of a turbulent populace, ex« 
cited by the fresh laurels of some recent conqueror. It is a 
grave, moral, intellectual impulse. 

<' A whole people in the enjoyment of freedom as- perfect 
as the condition or our nature permits, recur with gratitude, 
increasing with the daily increasbg sense of their blessings, 
to the memory of those, who, by their labors, and in their 
blood, laid the foundation of our liberties. 

^' Your name, sir, — the name of LaFatette, is associat- 
ed with the most perilous, and most glorious periods of our, 
Revolution ; — ^with the imperishable names of Washington, 
and of that numerous host of heroes which adorn the proudest 
archives of American history, and are engraven in indelible 
traces on the hearts of the whole American people. 

<^ Accept, then, sir, in the sincere spirit in which it is of- 
fered, this simple tribute to your virtues. 

^^ Again, sir, the citizens of Boston bid you welcome to 
the cradle of American Independence, and to scenes conse- 
crated with the blood shed by the earliest martyrs in its 
cause." 

Shouts of joy and gratitude, frequently interrupted the 
address ; and were repeated at the close. 

General La Fayette replied to the eloquent welcome, in 
a very animated and happy manner, and in substance, as 
follows : — 

<' The emotions of love and gratitude, which I have been ac- 
customed to feel on my entering this city, have ever mingled 
with a sense of religious reverence for the cradle of •Smeri" 
cauy and let me hope it will hereafter be said, of Vmversaly 
Liberty. 

• << What must be, sir, my feelings, at the blessed moment, 
when, after so long an absence, I find my«elf again surround- 
ed by the good citizens of Boston-^nvhere I am so afiection- 
ately, so honourably welcomed, not only by old friends, but 
by several successive generations ; where I can witness the 
prosperity, the immense improvements, that have been the 
jast reward of a noble struggle, virtuous morals, and truly re- 
publican institutions. 

" I beg of you, Mr. Mavor^ Gentleman of the City Coun- 
cil, and an of you, beloved citizens of Boston, to accept the 
respectful and warm thanks of a heart, which has, for nearly 
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faair a centary, been particalliriy devoted to y^nr Sluatrmfl 
city." 

The reply of the General was received with new plaadits 
of the assembled people ; and '^ welcome, welcome La 
Fayette ! friend of Washington ! friend of America ! Friend 
of liberty !'' was repeated again and again ; and the heigliti 
of Dorchester and Roxbury echoed with the joyful accla- 
mation. 

The orocession was'then formed, and passed lhr«Migh Wash^ 
ington, Milk, Broad, State, Court, and Common to Boylslon- 
street, adjoining the south part of the Common in the Collow^ 
ing order — ^^ Three marshals^ lite Boston corps of Lmht 
Dragoons, a battalion of Light Infantry, composed of the Fu- 
siliers, Boston Light Infantry, Winslow Blues, Washington 
Light Infantry, New-England Guards, Rangers, and Oity 
Guards ; with a full band of music. Then followed the chief 
marshal, attended by aids ; members of the City Council^ 
Committee of Arrangemeota, the President of the Common 
Council and senior Alderman, all in carrages. Here was 

E laced another marshal, immediately preceding the elegant 
arouche, drawn by four beautiful wnite horses, in which 
rode the distinguished guest of the city and of the nation^ 
accompanied by the mayor, with marshals on either side. 
The son and friend of La Fayette, and gentlemen aldermen 
from New York, next followed in carriages ; and these were 
succeeded by the society of the Cincinnati, public characters, 
Judges and Legislators, and distkigubhed strangers, in car- 
riages also. Immediately after, two marshals ; field and 
staff officers of the militia, mounted on horseback, and fol- 
lowed also by two marshals. The cavalcade of citizens, of 
all ranks and in great numbers, with marshals attending, 
closed the voluntary but triumphant processifoa. 

The dwelling houses and stores on the streets through 
which the procession was condnoted, were crowded with in-' 
habitants in every paK. The ladies thus situated, caught 
the enthusiasm of tne occasion, waved their white handker* 
chiefs, and with smiles and gladness, greeted the veteran 
hero, who appeared affected and delisted by these demon- 
strations of a joyful welcome. The moment La Fayette ar* 
rived at the line of the city, the bells struck, and rang merry 
peals, while the procession was passim; through the streets. 
Excepting the cavalcade, the procession passed through 
the Common from Boylston to Park-street, on the eastern 
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margin, and between two lines of children of both sexes, be- 
longing to the several schools in the city. Their ages were 
from about eight to twelve, and nearly three thousand in 
number. Their dress was neat and uniform ; the misses in 
white, and the masters in white pantaloons and blue spencers. 
They also wore ribbons in their breasts, stamped with a 
mmiature likeness iof La Fayette. As the carriage in which 
the general rode, was passing, one of the misses darted from 
the line where she was standing, and begged to speak with 
him. She was handed into the carriage, and by the Mayor 

E resented to La Fayette, who pressed an affection kiss on 
er blooming, yet blushing cheek. She had confidence, 
however.) to address him, and to place a wreath of flowers, 
which she held, on his hend. He made her a short but af- 
fectionate reply, and placed the wreath on the seat of the 
carriage. Attached to the wreath of flowers was a small 

[nece of paper, carefully folded, which contained these 
ines : said to be composed by the mother of the child. 

** An infant hand presents tbeae blushing flowers. 
Glowing and pure as childhood's arUess hours. 
Where roses bloom, and buds ofpromUe smile. 
Repaying with their charms the culMirer's toil. 

Oh ! tak4 ihtm fathbb, the^ were culled for you f 

(Still bright with warm ajfeciton't sacred dew — ) 

O let them /tvs in thy benignant smile, 

And o*er thy krow (ifgUnry bloom awhile ! 

'Twined with the Untrtl Fame on thee bestowed 

When thy young heart with patriot ardor glow'd ; 

fit(f evMitf fi*om the ehanns of wsoltA and Awe, 

And, howu, nndJHendt, thou didst our ehan^ion provi. 

And, by the side of Glorious WAtHiHOTOir, 

Didst malce oor gratefol country aU tkmo own ! 

Go, fragile offimng, speak the ardent ioy 

Our bosoms feel, which Time can ne^r destroy !" 

Arches were thrown across several of the principal streets, 
through which La Fayette was conducted, covered with 
evergreens and flowers, and containing appropriate mottos. 
There were two in Washington*street, the largest, and part, 
of the distance, the widest street in the City. — On one of 
these was very legibly written — " 1776 — Washington and 
La Fayette. Wekome La Fayette — Jl Republic not un- 
gratefuV^ On the other 

<* WsLGOMS La Fatstts. 

" Tlie Fathers in jg;lory shall sleep. 
Who gaiher'd with thee to the fight ; 
But the sons will etemany keep 
Tha tablet ofgratitoile bright. 
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We bow not the neck 

And we bend not the koee. 
But our hearta. La Fatxtti, 
We sorrendar to thee.*^ 

The lines were from the pen of a citizen of Boston, whose 
poetic talents had oAen delighted the public, and who had 
received the highest praise from those capable of appreciat- 
ing the productions oi genius. 

When the procession arrived at the steps of the State 
House, near the head of Park Street, salutes were fired by 
a battalion of artillery, on the eminence on the western part 
of the Common, and at the Navy Yard at Charlestown. 
Salutes were also fired by a battalion of artillery, placed on 
the heights of Dorchester, (now South Boston,) when General 
La Fayette reached the line of the city, at 11 o'clock. The 
President of the United States had caused an order to be 
issued, on the first arrival of La Fayette at New York, re- 
quiring, that he be received by the military officers of the 
nation, at all public posts, with the salutes and honors due to 
one of the highest rank in the army. 

The Governor and Executive Council of the Common- 
wealth, were assembled in the spacious Senate Chamber to 
receive La Fayette in the name of the Representatives of 
the people, and in pursuance of their resolve of June preced- 
ing, as well as in accordance with their own pers<mal feel« 
ings and wishes. His Excellency the Governor, here ad* 
dressed him with great feeling,* in the following concise and 
pertinent speech : 

^' Sir, our friend, — ^^ In the name of the government, 
and in behalf of the citizens of Massachusetts, I have the 
honor to greet you with a cordial, an afiectionate welcome. 

^^ We thank God, Uiat he has been pleased to preserve 
you through the scenes of peril and of suffering, which 6ave 
distinguished your patriotic and eventful life, and that we 
are indulged with this occasion of renewing to you our grate- 
ful acknowledgments for the importa&t services which you 
have rendered to our common country. 

^' In the last surviving Major General of the American revo- 
lutionary army, we recognize a benefactor and friend, from 
a distant and gallant nation ; who, inspired by a love of liber- 
ty, subjected himself m his youth, to the toils and hazards of 



* Governor Eostui wu m afiected, that he had to call en ime of his aiils to read 
the greater part of the addren. 
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a militarj life, in support of oar rights. Under our illustrious 
Washington, you were instrumental in establishing the liber- 
ties of our country, while your gallantry in the field, secured 
to yourself an imperishable renown. 

^' With the element of the blessings of independence, 
we shall never cease to associate the name of La Fayette, 
and our prayer to heaven will be for his health and pros- 
perity." 

To which the General, with much animation, replied ; — 

<^ Sir — ^When in the name of the people and government 
of this State, your Excellency is pleased so kindly to wel- 
come an American veteran, I am proud to share the honors 
and enjoyments of such a reception with my revolutionary 
companions and my brother soldiers. Sir, I am delighted 
with what I see, I am oppressed with what I feel ; but I 
depend upon yon, as an old friend, to do justice to my senti- 
ments." 

Afterwards a great number of gentlemen were introduced 
to^La Fayette, in the Senate Chamber ; of whom were the 
Judges and other public officers of the United States, of the 
State and of the City ; members of the society of Cincinnati, 
with their venerable and distinguished President, H<m. John 
Brooks, late Governor of the Commonwealth. La Fayette 
recognized his old military and perscmal friend, at the first 
sig^t, and embraced him with great cordiality and afi*ection. 
Some other veterans of the revolutionary army, who were 
present, he also recollected ; and discovered strong emotions 
as they approached him and took his hand. Indeed, he was 
so eager to meet them, that he very generally first seized 
them, and clung to them with all the affection of a brother. 
The scene was inexpressibly affecting. There was not a 
heart untouched — ^not a cheek unmoistened by the falling 
tear. To ween then was not weakness ; it was proof of 
gratitude and or a generous feeling, which is an honor to 
human nature. 

By' particular request, and to gratify the wishes of the 

Seople collected in front of the State House, General La 
^ayette appeared in the colonnade of this superb edifice, 
where he was greeted with loud and continued cheers. He 
was then conducted by the committee of arrangements, to 
the residence provided for him at the head of Park Street. 
A public dinner was given by the city authorities in honor of 
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their Boble guest ; and the inntatioii was extended to Sena** 
tors and Members of Congress, the Giovernor and Ex-Got- 
emor of the Conunoawealtfa, jodiciai and other public dia* 
racters. 

A cono^Qiittee of the society of Cincimiati called mpoa- Gen- 
eral La Fayette at the residence of the Governor, in Rox* 
bury, and before hift entrance into Booton. They were aax* 
ious to offer him their congratulations at the earliest moment i 
and to bid him welcome to the land they had miitedly strug- 
gled to defend. And a few days after his arrival^ the whole 
society waited on him, when their President made the fol- 
lowing address ; — 

^ «' Sin— The Society of Cincfamati of the State of Massa- 
chusetts seize the earliest moment after your arrival in this 
city, of extendii^ to you the hand of friendship and affection^ 
We offer you our most cordial congratulatioBS oa yoUr safe ar- 
rival again, after the lapse of forty years, on the shoves of our 
favoured countiy, once the theatre of our united toils, priva- 
tions, and combats with a powerful foe, but now the peaceful 
domain of a peat, a free, and indepeodent people. vTe hail 
you, sir, in umson with the millioos of our fellow citixens ; most 
req>ectCally hail you as a StatesnuLn, a Philaaithrt^isty and as 
the early, inflexible, and devoted firiend, not only of our beloved 
country^ but of the sacred principles of civil liberty and huaian 
rights. But we greet you under more tender and hallowed as** 
sociations ; in the endearing relation^ of a brother-soldier, wliOy 
in the ardor of youth commenced in the field with us your ca- 
reer of glory, in the holy cause of Liberty and American Inde- 
pendaoce. 

^' But here recollections crowd upon our minds too power- 
ful for utterance. Words would but mock the deep emotions 
of our hearts should we attempt so express them, in contem- 
plating the character, attributes, and services of the parental 
Chief, under whose auspices we trod tc^ther the field of 
honor. To-the profound veneration and love for his memory 
that penetrates your bosom, we refer you as to a transcript of 
your own. It would be vam to imagine the joy that would 
swell the great mmd of Washii^^ton, were he still living to re- 
cognize with our nation, the generous disinterestedness, the 
glowing ardor, the personal sacnfices, and the gallant adiieve* 
ments of his much loved Fayette. But it^is equally vain to en- 
deavor on this occasion, to exclude such interesting reflections 
from the mind, or to deny it the melancholy pleasure of liiger- 
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kig OQ the solemn reality, that not a single individual of the 
General Staff of the army of the American Revolution now sur^ 
rives to participate in the joy that your presence in the United 
States has awakened. 

^^ To us it is peculiarly grateful that you are permitted after 
a lapse of so long a period, to witness the consummation of the 

Erinciples of our revolution. You will perceive, sir, that the 
opes and predictions of the wise and good men who were your 
particular associates in the arduous struggle, have been fulfill- 
ed and surpassed. You will behold a great people united in 
their principles of jurisprudence, cemented together by the 
strong ties of mutual interests and happy under the fostering in^ 
fluence of a free and energetic government. 

<< You will, thefefore, allow us to reiterate our felicitations 
on your safe arrival among as, and to welcome you once more 
to the good land which your youthful valor contributed to ele- 
vate and distinguish. 

^^ May your future life be as tranquil and happy as your past 
has been useful, uniform, and glorious.'' 

To which the General returned the following answer ; 

<^ Amidst the inexpressible enjoyments which press upon 
my heart, I could not but feel particularly eager and happy to 
meet my beloved brothers in arms. Many, many, I call in 
vain ; and at the head of them, our matchless paternal Chief, 
whose love to an adopted son, I am proud to say, you have l(mg 
witnessed — But while we mourn together, for those we have 
lost, while I find a consolation, in the sight of their relatims 
and friends^ it is to me a delightful gratification, to recognise 
my surviving companions of our revolutionary army — ^that army 
80 brave, so virtuous, so united by mutual confidence and affec- 
tion. That we have been the faithful soldiers of independence, 
freedom, and equality, those three essential requisites of nation- 
al and personal d^ty and happiness ; that ]ve have lived to 
see those sacred principles secured to this vast Republic, and 
cherished elsewhere by all generous minds, shall be the pride of 
our life, the boast of our children, the comfort of our last mo- 
ments. — Receive, my dear brother soldiers, the grateful thanks, 
and constant love of your old companion and friend." 

The day fdlowing that of his arrival in Bo6t(», General La 

Fayette attended the Commencement, at the University in 

Cambridge, where he was received With similar gratulations to 

those he met in Bost<». The roeakers eulogized him in an elo- 

55 
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quent maimer ; and his presence added greatly to iSbe joy of the 
occasion. 

While in Boston, the Society of Cincinnati assembled to offer 
him a tribute of affection ; and their meeting was very interest- 
ing. His venerable associates in arms were in tears when he 
addressed them, and he appeared highly affected by the inter- 
view. The Grovemor also ordered out the militia of Suffolk, 
with some from Essex and Middlesex, in honor of this patriot 
soldier, who assembled on the Common in Boston, in a greater 
number than was ever there collected at any previous time. 

After visiting all the States in the union, and passing some 
time in Washington, the seat €i the national government. Gen. 
La Favette, again visited Boston, in June 1825. This was 
agreeable to a wish often before expressed to spend sone more 
time in this city, where he had so many particular friends, as 
well as for the purpose at bcuig present at ^ laying of the 
comer Stone of the Monument on Bunker's Hill, and at the 
conunemoration of the battle there fought, 6Rj years before, 
between the British and the Americans ; which was soon after 
the commencement of hostilities, that terminated in the Inde- 
pendence cf these United States. 

This was indeed a memorable occasion : and an immense 
multitude of people collected from all parts of the nation to 
witness and to participate in the transactions of the day. Many 
of the veterans who were ei^aged in the war for Independenoe, 
and some who were in the battle itself, then conmieiiiorated, 
were among the thousands that coi^^r^ted on this greal nalioii* 
al event. The scene was one of peculiar interest from having 
General La Fayette, and other heroes ct the revolution on the 
spot, to join in the celebration. Fifty vears only had elapsed from 
the period of our weakness and colonial dependence, to our 
present high station of oppulence and prosperity ; a rank com- 
paratively ^reat and respectable amoi^ the nations of the earth ; 
and for civil liberty, superior to all others. 

It was at ibis second and last visit in Boston, that General 
La Fayette accepted an bvitation to dine with the Massacbu- 
setts Charitable Mechanic Association of the city, which for 
numbers and useful objects may be ranked amongst the most 
respectable in the place. The oAcers of the Society, who 
are men of intelligence and enterprise, and friendly to improve- 
BMnt in the useful arts, were desirous of testifying their re- 
spect for a character so meritorious and so patriotie as La 
Fayette. He manifested ' great satisfaction in the interview ; 
and was highly gratified in learning the objects of the associa- 
tion. For he is not a speculative philosopher, or a theoretic 
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Statesman merely — ^but he rejoices in every thing which indi* 
cates a spirit of activity and enterprize. 

On leaving Boston, Gad. La Fayette visited Wasliington ; 
and on his way delayed some time in other places, at the earn- 
est solicitations of the inhabitants. The people seemed desir- 
ous to repeat their assurances of respect and affection for him, 
and their strong sense of the services he had rendered the coun- 
try, in the days of her weakness and sufferings. After visiting 
the President of the United States, at the seat of Government, 
where he was cordially received, he took passage for France, 
on the 9th of September, 1825, in the new frigate Brandymntj 
which ciHiveyed him safely to his family and his home, where 
he enjoys all the pleasures which can be found in the society of 
affectionate children, and grandchildren, and which springs 
from a consciousness of services devoted to the improvement and 
happiness of mankind. 



MAfOR GEJTERAL HORATIO GATES. 

Gteneral Gates was a native of England, and was educated 
to the military profession. He was an officer under the un- 
fortunate Braddock, in the expedition against Fort du Qnesne, 
in the year 1756, and who after receiving a dangerous wound, 
was, with the illustrious Washington, among the few officers 
who escaped witii life on that memorable occasion. When 
the American cc^onies were forced to assume a hostile atti- 
tude, Gktes had been for some time a resident in Virginia, 
and havii^ evinced his zeal and attachment to the violated 
rights of his adopted country, and sustaining a high military 
reputation, he was by Congress appointed adjutant general, 
with the rank of brigadier, and he accompanied General 
Washington to our camp at Cambridge, in July, 1775. On 
the retreat of our forces from Canada, the chief command in 
that department was conferred on him in June, 1776. He 
continued the retreat of our army from Crown Point to Ti- 
conderoga, which did not fully accord with the views of Con- 
gress and the Commsuider in Chief. The British forces hav- 
ing retired to winter quarters in Canada, Gutes marched 
with a detachment of his command and joined the main army 
in Jersey, in the autumn of that year. His sphere of action 
was not brilliant or splendid, till his mighty achievement in 
the capture of Burgoyne at Saratoga ; nor is he ^'istlj and 
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exclusively entitled to the full measure of applause acquired 
by that most glorious victory ; the magnanimous General 
Schuyler,* whom he superseded in command, had, by his in- 
defatigable industry, and almost unprecedented labors, raised 
the most formidable impediments to the march of Burgoyne, 
which tended more than is generally imagined to facilitate 
the conquest made by the northern army. 

When General Grates succeeded to the command of the 
northern army, August, 1777, General Schuyler and St. Clair, 
were suffering, though most unjustly, the public odium by 
the evacuation of Ticonderoga, and their successor in com- 
mand was in high repute and confidence with his officers and 
soldiers. Burgoyne's right wing, under St. Leger, had been 
cut off at Fort Stanwix, and his left at Bennington, by Gen- 
eral Stark. Our army was daily increasing in numbers, and 
considerably exceeded the strength of the enemy, and our 
troops were greatly invigorated with courage and determined 
on victory. Every circumstance in fact was auspicious to 
a successful issue. Burgoyne still perceived that in propor- 
tion as he advanced, obstacles multiplied on every side. 
Having at length surmounted almost insuperable difficulties, 
he passed the Hudson and advanced to Saratoga. Gates 
also advanced to Stillwater, and boldly faced his formidable 
foe ; and on the 19th of September, a sanguinary conflict en- 
sued. Both parties firm and unyielding, both attained the 
high honors of the brave, but neither bore the palm of ft com- 
plete victory from the field. While Burgoyne's loss was ir- 
retrievable, the force and the ardor of his antagonist were 
continually augmenting. Every day's delay now increased 
the. heavy embarrassments of Burgoyne, while time threw 
additional advantages into the hands of his spirited opponent ; 
till at length, it became obvious that retreat or victory was 
his unavoidable alternative ; but on trial, it was proved to 
his utter dismay, that neither resource was at his command. 
On the 7th of October, the two opposing armies rushed agam 
to the field of slaughter, and both were satiated with blood 



* Major General Philip Schuyler. It has been observed that neither history 
nor biofraphj has rendered justice to this highly meritorions character. He pos- 
sessed a clear understanding, a strong mind, a himane and generous disposition. 
No individaal could have contributed more largely by bis vigilance and efficiency, 
to augment the obstacles to the march of the British army to Fort Edward. His 
name should be enrolled with the renovtied band of miUtary patriots and heroes, 
that posterity may know the eminent service which bis splendid talents confemd 
esk his country. 
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and carnage. The British army were repulsed in every di^ 
rection, and its commander was led to the painful conviction 
that a more disastrous fate awaited him. Burgoyne now 
driven to the brink of despair, his forces disabled, his provi- 
sions exhausted, and a victorious adversary opposing him in 
front, resolved on a rapid retreat, but on exploring the route, 
behold, his adversary was there. 

The dreaded crisis had now arrived, when a capitulation 
was alone practicable. Articles not very dishonorable to the 
vanquished enemy were acceded to, and General Gates en- 
joyed the ineffable satisfaction of receiving in submission, the 
once victorious chief. To the honor of General Gates it is 
mentioned, that the captured troops were directed to a se- 
questered spot to ground their arms, that their feelings might 
not be wounded in the presence of our army, though it de-. 
prived the latter of a satisfaction in which they were justly 
entitled to participate. 

General Gates was remarkable for his humanity to priso- 
ners, and a desire to mitigate the sufferings of the unfortunate. 
Among therobjects in distress who claimed his attention, was 
Lady Ackland, whose husband was wounded and captured 
during the battle of the 7th of October. General Gates be- 
stowed on her the care and tenderness of a parent. In reply 
to a letter from General Burgoyne in her behalf, he says, 
^' the respect due to her ladyship^s rank, the tenderness due 
to her person and sex, were sufficient recommendations to 
entitle her tb my protection. I am surprised that your Ex- 
cellency should think that I could consider the greatest at- 
tention to Lady Ackland in the light of an obligation."* 

General Gates received the thanks of Congress, and a gold 
medal, as a memorial of their gratitude. Great was the 
credit which he acquired by this momentous eveAt, universal 
joy pervaded the country, and all ranks were ready to vie 
with each other in their homage to the fortunate conqueror. 
It was not long after, that the wonderful discovery was sup- 
posed to be made, that the illustrious Washington was incom- 
petent to the task of conducting the operations of the Ame- 
rican army, and that General Gates, if elevated to the 
important station of commander in chief, would speedily me* 
liorate the condition of our affairs. A discontented party in 
Congress, with a few interested individuals in our army, con- 
stituted the faction hostile to the savior of his country. 

* For a hiftory of thia lady, tee page 110 and 849, 
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Gteneral Gates himself was stroBgly suspected of fiiore than 
a passire acquiescence, and there were those who imputed 
to him a principal agency in the affair, which however, he 
promptly disavowed. Had the project succeeded, it would 
m all probability have sealed the ruin of our army and sacri- 
ficed the glorious cause of our country. But all the eclat 
which General Gates had acquired, and all the splendor of 
Us name were insufficient to proselyte a single officer to his 
interest. He was not endowed with that dignity, and with 
those illustrsons qualities which were requisite to command 
the confidence and rererence of the army as the successor of 
the much beloved Washingtoo. I am assured by Gt>vemor 
Brooks, that being in compaqr with a number of respectable 
officers at Valley Forge when the subject was canvassed, 
General Weedon, of Virginia, with great vehemence de- 
dared, that should General Gates be preferred to the ohief 
command, he never would serve under him, but would ah* 
solutely resign his commission, and quit the service, and all 
present were in unison with him in opinion. 

A private correspondence was maintained between the in- 
triguing General Couway and General Gates, criticising and 
reprobating the measures pursued by General Washington, 
and in one of Conway's letters he ascribes our want of suc- 
cess to a weak general and bad counsellors. General Gates, 
on finding that General Washington had been apprized of 
this correspondence, addressed his Excellency, requesting 
that he would disclose the name of his informant, and extra- 
ordinary as it may appear, in violation of the rules of deco- 
rum, he addressed the Commander in Chief on a subject of 
extreme delicacy in an open letter, transmitted to the Presi- 
dent of Congress. His pretence was, that some of the mem- 
bers of that body might aid in detecting the person who made 
the communication. C^eneral Washington, however, made 
no hesitancy in disclosing the name and the circumstances 
which brought the affair to light.* General Gates then, 
with inexcusable disingeniuousness, attempted to vindicate the 
conduct of Conway, and to deny that his letter contained the 
reprehensible expressions in question, but utterly refused to 
produce the original letter. This subject however, was so 
ably and candidly discussed by General Washington, as to 
cover his adversary with shame and humiliation, and he was 

* I'btg diiclorare occasioned a duel between General Gates and Colonel WllkfiK 
•on, his adjutant fOBtral. TSw .ahota were exchanged with bloodshed, and a reeon- 

ciliatioii was effected. 
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glad to disemiliBiue the invefltigatioD. It was thought lo be 
iaexcusable in Gteneral Gates^ that he neglected to eommti- 
oicate to the Commander in Chief an account ef so important 
an event as the capture of the British army at Saratc^a, but 
left his Excellency to obtain information l^ common report. 
Colonel Moigan, at the head of his brave rifle corps, during « 
the campaign under General Gates, rendered the most im* 
portant services in the several battles and skirmishes. Gene* 
ral Gates attempted to enlist him in his party against the 
Commander in Chief, but received a prompt refusal, and as* 
surance that he would serve under no other commander than 
Washington. From this moment Gates manifested his resent- 
ment, fuid in hb official communications to Congress he neg« 
iected to mention the name of the heroic Morgan, vrho was 
so justly entitled to applause. In November, 1777, Con* 
gress having new modelled the board of war, appointed Gene* 
ral Gates the president, and he entered on the duties of the 
office, but retained his rank in the army. The subject of 
this sketch was destined to experience in a remarkable man* 
ner, the humiliating vicissitudes of fortune* He had the 
conducting of the most prosperous, and the most disastroat 
of the military enterprize, in the war. In June, 1780, Gene* 
ral Gates was by Congress verted with the chief command of 
our army in the southern states. In a general battle at 
Camden,* August 16th, being the first and oidy encounter 
which he had with Lord Cornwallis, he suffered a total de* 
feat, and was obliged to fly from the enemy f(nr personal safe* 
ty, and thus was tibe prediction of General Lee, when Gkites 
was vested with the command, that his n^rtKem UtureU 
would be exchanged for sotUhem unlhiw^ verified. It would, 
however, be great injustice, to attribute the misfortune alto* 
gether to the commander under his peculiar circumstttaces ; 
a large proportion of his force consisted of raw militia, who 
were panic struck, and fled at the first fire, thehr rout was 
absolute and irretrievable. It may be observed neverthe* 
less, that his conduct in some respects on this occasion did 
not meet the approbation of those who must be admitted as 
competent judges of the military operations of that fatal day* 
Proudly calculating on the weight of his name, and too con* 

' " i n I ■> II I ■ Ml I < I 11 P^K»^M ■ Mil 

* !■ the diMMtroiM battle t Ceindcn, tha Baron de Kelb, a brava and aqieiienoad 
Prunian officer, and major general in our senrice, was unfortunately slain. It wai 
said that this heroic officer cautioned General Gatee against a general action, under 
present eireumetaneee. His exit was uMurhad with nnftding glbry» and his distis- 
auished ment was gratefully Mknowledged by Congrssi, in ertetkig a moauaMiit to 
his memory. 
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fident in his own superioritj, he slighted the counsel whictt 
he ought to have respected, and hurrying impetuously into 
the field of battle, his tide of prosperity ebbed as fast at 
Camden as it had flowed at Saratoga. 

The plot to supplant General Washington, is established 
beyond question, and it will be only sufficient to quote the 
following extracts from the letters of the two purest patriots 
and men that have ever lived, to satisfy of its truth those 
who are not familiar with the events of that period. Patrick 
Henry, writing on the subject' to General Washington, 
says : — 

^^ While you face the armed enemies of our liberty in the 
field, and, by the favor of Grod, have been kept uidiurt, I 
trust your country will never harbor in her bosom the mis- 
creant who would ruin her best supporter. I wish not to 
flatter ; but when arts unworthy honest men are used to de- 
fame and traduce you, I think it not amiss, but a duty, to as- 
sure you of that estimation in which the public hold you. 
Not that I think any testimony I can bear, is necessary for 
your support, or private satisfaction, for a bare recollection 
of what is past must give you sufficient pleasure in every cir- 
cumstance of life. But I cannot help assuring you, on this 
occasion, of the high sense of gratitude which all ranks of 
men, in this your native country, bear to you. It will give 
me sincere pleasure to manifest my regards, and render my 
best services to you or yours. I do not like to make a pa- 
rade of these things, and I know you are not fond of it ; how- 
ever, I hope the occasion will plead my excuse." 
• To which General Washington replies — 

^^ The anonymous letter with which you were pleased to 
favor me was written by **»*********j so far as I can judge 
from a similitude of hands.*******. 

'^ My caution lo avoid any thing that could injure the ser- 
vice, prevented me from communicating, except to a very 
few of my friends, the intrigues of a faction which I know 
was formed against me, since it mi^t serve to publish our 
internal dissensions, but their own restless zeal to advance 
their views has too clearly betrayed them, and made con- 
cealment cm my part fruitless. I cannot precisely mark the 
extent of tneir views, but it appeared in general, that Gene- 
ral Gates was to be exalted on the ruin of my reputation and 
influence. This I am authorized to say from undeniable facts 
in my possession, from publications, the evident scope of 
which could not be mistaken, and from private detractions 
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.Mustrioiuly circulated. ************#, it i« geaeratly gup- 
posed, bore the second part in the cabal ; and General Con- 
way, I know, was a very active and malignant partisan ; but 
I have good reason to believe that their machinati<»is have 
recoiled most sensibly on themselves." 

Yet in the face of all this evidence of the fact. General 
Armstrong recently avows that '^ the slander propagate^ and 
believed for half a century, that two distinguished officers of 
the army of the revolution had conspired to put down the 
Commander in Chief, is an impudent and vUe falsehood, from 
beginning to encJ." 

General Gates, after his defeat at Camden, was displaced 
from his command by order of Congress, and his conduct sub- 
jected to the inquiry of a special court, which resulted in his 
acquittal, but his Saratoga laurels had faded, and he wa^s un- 
able to retrieve his suffering fame. 

^' It was the general opinion that General Gates was not 
treated by Congress with that delicacy, or indeed gratitude, 
that was due to an officer of his acknowledged merit. I^e, 
however, received the order of his supersedure and suspen- 
sion, and resigned the command to General Greene with be* 
coming dignity." General Greene asserted that if there 
was any mistake in the conduct of Gates, it was in hazarding 
an action at all against such superior force. 

He was reinstated in his military command in the main 
army in 1783, but the great scenes of war were now passed, 
and he could only participate in the painful scene of a final 
leparation. 

in the midst of his misfortune, General Gates was called 
ta mourn tl|e afflictive dispensation of Providence in the 
death of his only son. Major Garden in his excellent pub- 
lication has recorded the following affecting aQeGdote> which 
he received from Dr. William Reed« 

^^ Having occasion to call on General Gates, relative to 
the business of the department under my immediate charge, 
I found him traversing the apartment which he occupied, un- 
der the influence of high excitement ; his agitation was ex- 
cessive — every feature of his countenance, every gesture 
betrayed it. Official despatches, informing him that he wa0 
superseded, and that the command of the southern army had 
been transferred to General Greene, had just been received 
and perused by him. His countenance, however, betrayed 
no expression of irritation or resentment ; it was sensibility 
alone that caused his emotion. An open letter which he held 
56 
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in his band, was often raised to his lips, and kissed with de- 
votion, while the exclamation repeatedly escaped them — 
^ Great man ! Noble, generous procedure !' When the tu- 
mult of his mind had subsided, and his thoughts found utter* 
ance, he, with strong expression of feeling, exclaimed — ^ I 
have received this day a communication from the Commander 
in Qhief, which has conveyed more consolation to my besom, 
more ineffable delight to my heart, than I had believed it 
possible for it ever to have felt agam. With affectionate 
tenderness he sympathizes with me in my domestic misfor- 
tunes, and condoles with me on the loss I have sustained by 
the recent death of an only son ; and then with peculiar deli- 
cacy, lamenting my misfortune in battle, assures me, that his 
confidence in mv zeal and capacity is so little impaired, that 
the command of the right wing of the army will be bestowed 
on me so soon as I can make it convenient to join him.' " 

When the revolution was completed General Gates re- 
tired to his plantation in Virginia, where he continued about 
seven years, when he with his wife took up his final residence 
in the neighborhood of New York. In civil life General 
Gates was a zealous partizan, but he was always disappoint- 
ed in his ambitious views. In 1800, he was elected to the 
New York legislature to answer the purpose of a party, and 
withdrew again to private life as soon as that purpose was 
answered. During the federal administration <» the general 
government, he was found in the ranks of the opposite or 
mmor party, which excluded him altogether from a share of 
the honors and emoluments which it was in the power of his 
former illustrious military leader to bestow. ^^ A few years 
before his death be generously gave freedom to his slaves, 
making provision for Uie old and infirm, while several testi- 
fied their attachment to him by remaining in his family. In 
the characteristic virtue of planters' hospitality, Gates had 
DO competitor, and his reputation may well be supposed to 
put this virtue to a hard test." ^^ He had a handsome per- 
son, and was gentlemanly in his manners, remarkably cour- 
teous to all, and carrying good humor sometimes beyond the 
nice limit of dignity. To science, literature or erudition 
however, he made no pretensicms, but gave indisputable 
marks of a social, amiable, benevolent disposition. He died 
without posterity at his abode near New York, dd the^^lOth 
day of April, 1806, aged seventy-eight years." 
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BRKf^DIER QEJfERAL JOWf &TARK. 

Oeneral Stark was a native of Londonderry, in New Hamp- 
shire, and was born August 17th, 1728. When at the age 
of 21 years, he was, while on a hunting excursion, surprised 
and captured by the Indians, and remained four months a 
prisoner in their hands. He was captain of a company of 
rangers in the provincial service durmg the French war of 
1775, and was with the British General Lord Howe, when 
be was killed in a skirmish near Ticonderoga, in July, 1758. 
At the close of that w^^r he retired with the reputation of a 
brave, and vigilant officer. When the report of Lexington 
battle reached him, he was engaged at work in his saw-mill ; 
fired with indignation and a martial spirit, he immediately 
seized his musket, and with a band of heroes proceeded to 
Cambridge. The morning after his arrival he received a 
colonel's commission, and availing himself of his own popula- 
rity, and the enthusiasm of the day, in two hours he enlisted 
eight hundred men! On the memorable 17th of June, at 
Breed's hill, Colonel Stark, at the head of his back-woods- 
men of New Hampshire, poured on the enemy that deadly 
fire, from a sure aim, which effected such remarkable de- 
struction in their ranks, and compelled them twice to retreat. 
During the whole of this dreadful conflict, Colonel Stark 
evinced that consummate bravery and intrepid zeal, which 
entitle his name to honor and perpetual remembrance in the 
pages of our history. After the British evSTcuated Boston, 
bolonel Stark joined our northern army while retreating from 
Canada, and he had the command of a party of troops who 
were employed in fortifying the post of Mount Independence. 
We next find him at Trenton, in December, 1776, where he 
shared largely in the honors of that ever memorable battle 
under Washington, when the Hessians were captured. But 
Stark reached the climax of his fame, when in one of the 
darkest and most desponding periods of the American war, he 
achieved a glorious victory over the enemy at Bennington. 
Oeneral Burgoyne, after possessing himself of Ticonderoga in 
July, 1776, and while advancing at the head of his victorious 
army towards Albany, conceived the design of taking by sur- 
prise a quantity of stores which our people had deposited at 
Bennington. For this enterprise he despatched a German 
officer, Lieutenant Colonel Baum, with one thousand five hun- 
dred soldiers and one hundred Indians, with two field pieces. 
Stark was at this time brigadier general of militia, and was 
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in the vicinity with aboot one thousand four hundred brave 
men, from New Hampshire. He advanced towards the ene- 
my and drew up his men in a line of battle. Colonel Baum, 
deeming it imprudent to engage with his present force, halt- 
ed his troops and sent an express to Burgoyne for a reenforce- 
ment, and m the mean time entrenched and rendered himself 
as defensible as possible. 

General Burgoyne immediately despatched Colonel Brey- 
man, with about one thousand troops, to reenforce Colonel 
Baum ; but a heavy rain and bad roads prevented his arrival 
in season. General Stark, on the 16tn of August, planned 
his mode of attack, and a most severe action ensued, which 
continued about two hours, with an incessant firing of mus- 
ketry and the enemy's field artillerv. Colonel Baum de- 
fended himself with great bravery till he received a mortal 
wound, and his whole party was defeated. It was not long 
after, that Colonel Breyman appeared with his reenforce- 
tnent, and another battle ensued, which continued obstinate 
on both sides till sunset, when the Germans yielded, and the 
victory on our side was complete, the trophies of which 
were four brass field pieces, and more than seven hundred 
prisoners. For a more particular detail of this enterprize 
see page ninety-two of this volume. Congress, on the 
4th of October following, passed a resolve of tiianks to 
General Stark, and the officers and troops under his com- 
mand, for their brave and successful attack and signal vic- 
tory, and that Brigadier Stark be appointed a brigadier gene-* 
ral in the army of the United States. General Stark volun- 
teered his services under General Gates, at Saratoga, and 
assisted in the council which stipulated the surrender of 
General Burgoyne, nor did he relinquish his valuable services 
till he could greet his native country as an Independent Em- 
pire. General Stark was of the middle stature, not formed 
by nature to exhibit an erect soldierly mien. His man- 
ners were frank and unassuming, but he manifested a pecu- 
liar sort of eccentricity and negligence, which, precluded all 
display of personal dignity, and seemed to place him among 
those of ordinary rank in life. But as a courageous and he- 
roic soldier, he is entitled to high rank among those who have 
been crowned with unfading laurels, and to whom a large 
share "bf glory is justly due. His character as a private 
citizen was unblemished, and he was ever held in respect. 
For the last few years of his life, he enjoyed a pecuniary 
bounty from the government. He lived to the advanced age 
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of ninety-three yean, eight months and twenty-four day s, and 
died May 8th, 1822, at nis residence in Manchester, on the 
bank of the Merrimack. 



MMOR GRffEBAL JOHM' SULLIVA^T. 

General Sullivan has a claim to honorable distinction am(»ig 
the general officers of the American army. Before the revolu- 
tion he had attained to eminence in the profession of the law, in 
New Hampshire. But indulging a laudable ambition for mili- 
tary glory, he relinquished the fairest prospects of fortune and 
fame, and on the commencement of hostilities, S4>peared among 
the most ardent patriots and intrepid warriors. He was a 
member of the first Congress, in 1774 ; but preferring a mili- 
tary commissidki, he was in 1775, appointed a brigadier general 
of the American army then at Cambridge, and soon obtained 
the command on Winter HQl. The next year he was ordered 
to Canada, and on the death of General Thomas, the command 
of the army devolved on him. The situation of our army in 
that quarter, was inexpressibly distressing, destitute of cloth- 
ing, dispirited by defeat and constant fatigue, and a large pro- 
portion of the troops sick with the smallpox, which was attend^* 
ed by an unprecedented mortality. By his great exertions and 
judicious management he meliorated the cmidition of the army, 
and obtained general applause. On his retiring from that com* 
mand, July 12, 1776, the field officers thus addressed him. ^' It 
'*s to you. Sir, the public are indebted for the preservation of 
heir property in Canada. It is to you we owe our safety thus 
' ar. Your humanity will call forth the silent tear, and the 
grateful ejaculaticm of the sick. Tour universal impartiality, 
will fbrce the applause of the wearied soldier." in August, 
1776, he was promoted to the rank of major genera], and soon 
after was, with major general Lord Sterling, captured by the 
British in the battle on Long Island. Greneral Sullivan be- 
ing paroled, was sent by General Howe with a message to 
Congress, after which he returned to New York. In Septem- 
"er he was exchanged for Major General Prescott. We next 
ilay find him in command of the right division of our troops, in 
the famous battle at Trenton, and he acquitted himself honor- 
ably on that ever memorable day. 

In August 1777, witliout the authority of Congress, or the 
Commander in Chief, he planned and executed an expedition 
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^inst the enemy on Staten Island. Though the enterprize 
was conducted with j^rudence and success m part, it was said 
by some to be less brilliant than might hare been expected, un- 
der his favorable circumstances ; and as that act was deenEied 
a bold assumption of respon^bility, and reports to his prejudice 
being in circulation, a court of inquiry was ordered to investi- 
gate his conduct. The result was an honorable acquittal, and 
C!ongrefiB resolved that the result so honorable to General Sul- 
livan is highly pleasing to Congress, and that the opinion of the 
court be published, in justification of that injured officer. In 
the battles at Brandywine and at Qermantown, in the autumn 
of 1777, General Sullivan commanded a division, and in the lat- 
ter conflict his two aids were killed, and his own conduct was 
so conspicuously brave, that Creneral Washii^on in his letter 
to Congress concludes with encomiums <m the ^lantry of Gen- 
eral Sullivan, and the whole right wing of the army, who acted 
immediately under the eye of his Excellency. In August, 1 778, 
General Sullivan, wad sole commander of an expedition to the 
island of Newport, in cooperation with the French fleet under 
the Count D'Estaing. The Marquis de la Fayette and General 
Greene volunteered their services oa the occasion. The ob- 
ject of the expedition was defeated, in consequence of the 
French fleet being driven off by a violent storm. By this un- 
fortunate event the enemy were encouraged to engage our army 
in battle, in which they sufiered a repulse, and Greneral Sulli- 
van finally effected a safe retreat to the main. This retreat, 
so ably executed without confusion, or the loss of ba^age, or 
stores, increased the military reputation of Greneral Sullivan, 
and redounds to his honor as a skilful commander. 

The bloody tragedy, acted at Wyoming, in 1778, had deter- 
mined the Commander in Chief, in 1779, to employ a large de- 
tachment from the continental army to p^ietrate into the heart 
of the Indian country, to chastise the hostile tribes and their 
white associates and adherents, for their cruel aggressions on 
the defenceless inhabitants. The command of this expediticHi, 
was committed to Major Genera] Sullivan, with express orders 
to destroy their settlements, to ruin their crops, and make such 
thorough devastations, as to render the country entirely unin- 
habitable for the present, and thus to compel the savages to re- 
move to a greater distance from our frontiers. General Sul- 
livan had under his command several brigadiers and a well 
chosen army, to which were attached a number of friendly 
Indian warriors. With this force he penetrated about ninety 
miles through a horrid swampy wilderness and barren moun- 



$ULLITAM. 449 

taiooas desertd, to Wyoming^ on the Sosquehaima river, thence 
by water to Tioga, and possessed himself of numerous towns 
and villages of the sava^. During this hazardous expedition, 
Greneral Sullivan and his army encountered the most complicat- 
ed obstacles, requiring the greatest fortitude and perseverance 
to surmount. He explored an extensive tract of country and 
strictly executed the severe, but necessary orders he had re- 
ceived. A considerable number of Indians were slain, some 
were captured, their habitations were burnt, their planta- 
tions of com and vegetables laid waste in the most effec- 
tual manner. '' Eighteen villages, a number of detach- 
ed buildings, one hundred and sixty thousand bushels of 
com, and those fruits and vegetables, which conduce to 
the comfort and subsistence of man, were utterly de- 
stroyed. Five weeks were unremittingly employed in this 
work of devastation." On his return from the expedition, 
he and his army received the approbation of Congress. It is 
remarked on this expedition, by the translator of M. Chastel- 
leux's travels, an Knglishman then resident in the United 
States, that the instructions given by General Sullivan to 
bis officers, the order of march he prescribed to his troops, 
and the discipline he had the ability to mamtain, would have 
done honor to the most experienced ancient or modern gen- 
erals. At the close of the campaign of 1779, General Sulli- 
van, in consequence of impaired health, resigned his commis- 
sion in the army. Congress in accepting of his resignation 
passed a resolve, thanking him for his past services. His 
military talents and bold spirit of enterprize were universal- 
ly acknowledged. He was fond of display, and hb personal 
appearance and dignified deportment commanded respect. 
After his resignation, he resumed his professional pursuits at 
the bar, and was much distinguished as a statesnian, politi- 
cian and patriot. He acquired very considerable proficiency 
in general literature, and an extensive knowledge of men and 
the world. He received from Harvard University, a degree 
of Master of Arts, and from the University of Dartmouth, a 
degree of Doctor of Laws. He was one of the convention 
who formed the state constitution for New Hampshire, was 
chosen into the first council, and was afterwards elected 
chief magistrate in that state, and held the office for three 
years. . In September, 1789, he was appointed Judge of the 
District Court, for the District of New Hampshirje, and con- 
tinued in the office till his death, in 1795. 
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MJUOR QEffERAL THOMJia COJCWAY. 
uncHT err tbe osdek or st. lovis. 

This genUenan wu bora in Ireland, and went witb \m 
parents to France, at the age of six years, and was from hat 
youth edneated to the profession of arms. He bad obtained 
considerable reputation as a military officer, and as a man of 
aound understanding and judgment. He arrired from France^ 
with ample recommendations, and Congress appointed him m 
brigadier general in May 1777. Be soon became conspictt^ 
ously inimical to General Washington, and sought occasiona 
to traduce his character. In this he found supiKMrt from a 
faction in Co^^em, friio were desirous that the bommande? 
in Chief should be superseded. The Congress not loqg after 
elected General Conway to the office of Inspector Greneral 
to our army, with the rank of major general, though be had 
insulted the Commander in Chief and justified himself in do- 
iiq^ so. This gave umbrage to the brigadiers over whom he 
was promoted, and they remonstrated to Coi^ress against 
the proceedmg, as implicating their honor and character. 
Conway, now smarting under the imputation of havii^ insti* 
gated a hostile faction against the illustrious Washington^ 
and being extremely unpopular among the officers in general, 
and finding his situation did not accord with his feelings and 
views, resigned his coounission, without having commenced 
the duties of inspector. - He was beliered to be an upprio- 
cipled intriguer, and after his resignation, his calumny and 
detraction (S* the Commander in Chief, and tibe army gmie- 
rally, was exercised with unrestrained virulence and out- 
rage. 

No man was more aealonsly engaged in the scheme of ele- 
vating Greneral Gates to the station of Commander in Chief. 
His vile insmuations and direct assertions in the public news- 
papers, and in private conversation, relative to Uie incapaci- 
ty of Washington to conduct the operations of the arnqr, re- 
ceived countenance from several members of Congress, who 
were induced to declare their want of confidence m him, 
and the affair assumed an aspect threatening the most disas- 
trous consequences. Conway maintained a correspondence 
with General Gates on the subject, and in one of his letters, 
he thus expresses himself. *' Heaven has been determined 
to save your country, or a weak General and bad counsellors, 
would have ruined it." He was himself at that time one of 
the counsellors, against whom he so basely inveighs. Envy 
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aacl malice eter are attendant on exaltecl gemus and merit. 
But tbe delvuQO was of thcHri contianance, the name of 
Washington proved unassailable, and the base intrigue of 
Conway recoiled with bitterness on his own head. General 
Cadwallader, of Pennsylvania^ indignant at the attempt 
to vilify the charaeter of Washington, resolved to avenge 
himself on the aggressor, in personal combat. In Major 
(ilarden's Anecdotes of the Revolutionary War, &c. we have 
tlie following detailed particulars of the duel. ^^ The parties 
iHLviag deetared themselves ready, the word was given to 
proceed. General Conway immc^ately raised his pistol 
and fired with great composure, but without efiect. General 
Cadwallader was about to do so, when a sudden gust of wind 
occurrii^, he kept his pistol down and remained tranquil. 
*^ Why do you not fire, Greneral Cadwallader ?" exclaimed 
Conway. ^^ Because,'' replied (General Cadwallader, ^< we 
came not here to trifle. Let the gale pass, and I shall act my 
part." ^' ITou shall have a fair chance of performing it well," 
N^omed Conway, and immediately presented a full front. 
General Cadwallader fired, and his ball entered the mouth of 
his antagonist, he fell directly forward on his face* Colonel 
Morgan, running to his assistance, found the blood spouting 
from behind his neck, and lifting up the club of his hair, saw 
the ball drop from it. It had passed through his head, great- 
ly to the derangement of his tongue and teeth, but did not 
inflict a mortal wound. As soon as the blood was sufficiently 
waahed away to allow him to speak. General Conway, turn- 
ing tti his opponent, said good humoredly, <^Tou fire, general, 
widi mnch deliberatiou, and certainly with a great deal of 
effect." The calls of honor being satisfied, all animosity 
subsided, and they parted free from ail resentment. For 
Conway's letter of apology to General Washiiq;tQn, see page 
1S9| of this work. 



MAJOR GEKERAL CHARLES LEE. 

General Lee was an original genius, and one of the most 
eccentric and extraordinary characters of the age. His 
brilliant talents, military prowess and extensive intelligence 
Would have eotitled him to pre-eminence in the days of 
chivalry. He could dignify with honor an elevated station, 
and it was not difficult for him to degrade his rank by indulg- 
57 
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ing is a malignaoit, sordid passion for personal satire and imree^ 
live. From the qualities and maimers of a gentleman^ he 
could descend to the lerel of a querulous clown. The pro- 
fession of arms was his delight from infancy, and he was com* 
missioned at the early age o^ eleven years. In the year 1762, 
be bore a colonel's commission, and served under General 
Burgoyne in Portugal, where he signalized himself by his 
martial skill and active enterprizes. He afterwards served 
as an aid de camp to his Polish Majesty, with the rank of 
major gtaera). He exhausted every valuable treatise both 
ancient and modern on the military art, and his capacious 
mind was stored with knowledge on every subject which he 
could collect from reading, conversation and extensive 
travelling in Europe. He was honored with the acquaint- 
ance of princes and noblemen, yet his manners were rude 
and singular, partly from nature, and partly from affectation. 
To his strong powers of intellect, he added literary accom* 
plishments, and the knowledge of six languages beside his 
own. As a statesman he appeared to be influenced by an 
innate principle of republicanism ; an attachment to these 

Erinciples was implanted in the constitution of his mind, and 
e espoused the cause of America as a champion of her 
emancipation from oppression. He pertinaciously opposed 
every oppressive measure of the British cabinet towards the 
American colonies, even while he was in their service. On 
his arrival in this country, he became daily more enthusiastic 
in the cause of liberty, and be travelled rapidly through the 
colonies, animating both by conversation and his eloquent pen, 
to a determined and persevering resistance to British ty- 
ranny. Thus he acquired a large share of popularity, and 
his presence among the people at this crisis was considered 
as a most fortunate and propitious omen. He probably ex* 
pected to have become the first in military rank in America, 
but in 1775, he accepted a commission of second major gen- 
eral from our Congress, having previously resigned that 
which he held in the British service, and relinquished his 
half pay. He accompanied Oeneral Washington to join the 
troops assembled near Boston, in July, 1775, and he was con- 
sidered as a real acquisition to our cause. In the spring of 
1776, he was ordered to New York, to take the command 
and to fortify that city for defence. Not long after, he was 
appointed to the command of the southern department, and 
in his travels through the country, he received every testi* 
lOony of high respect from the people. General Sir Henry 
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army, attempted the reduction of Charleston, while he was 
in command. The fleet anchored within half musket shot of 
the fort on Sullivan's Island, where Colonel Moultrie, one of 
the bravest and most intrepid of men, commanded. A tre-» 
mendous engagement ensued on the 28th of June, 177&9 
which lasted twelve hours without intermission. The whole 
British force was completely repulsed, after sufiering an ir* 
reparable loss. General Lee, and Colonel Moultrie receiv- 
ed the thanks of Congress for their s^al bravery and gal- 
lantry. Our hero had now reached the pinnacle of his mili* 
tary gloiy, the eclat of his name alone, appeared to enchant 
and animate the most desponding heart. But here we pause 
to contemplate the humiliating reverse of human events. He 
returned to the main army in October, and in marching at the 
head of a large detachment through the Jerseys, having from 
a desire of retaining a separate command, delayed his march 
several days in disobedience of express orders from the Com* 
mander in Chief, he was guilty of most culpable negligence 
in regard to his personal security. He took up his quarters 
two or three miles from the main body, and lay for the night, 
December ISth, 1776, in a careless exposed situation. In- 
formation of this being communicated to Colonel Harcourt, 
who commanded the British light horse, he proceeded imme- 
diately to the house, fired into it, and obliged the general to 
surrender himself a prisoner. They mounted him on a horse 
in haste, without his cloak or hat, and conveyed him in 
triumph to New York. A splendid triumph indeed it was, 
for next to Washington he was the most highly prized as a 
captive by the British, who considered him as the soul of the 
American army, and at that juncture of our afiairs a mere 
grievous loss, Washington thought, could not have been sus- 
tained. The Commander in Chief greatly lamented his cap- 
ture, as he entertained a high opinion of his martial skill, and 
he was apprehensive that the British general would treat 
him with indignity and rigor. Not having any prisoner of his 
rank, his Excellency immediately proposed to exchai^e for 
him five Hessian field officers captured at Trenton, which is 
equivalent to the rank of major general. The British com- 
mander afiected to consider Lee as a deserter from his 
majesty's service, and refused to listen to proposals for 
an exchange, but treated him with all the rigor of a state 
criminal of the first magnitude. This compelled the Ameri- 
can commander, by order of Congress, to retaliate on the. 
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Mfs^te «f fire Hessian officers, and also on Colonel Camp'* 
bell, who was now committed to a dnngeon. After the cap- 
ture ^f General Burgoyne and his army, the enemy relaxed 
in tbeir rigoroas treatment, and General Lee was soon ex- 
changed for Major G^eneral Prescott. It is next to be seen 
in what manner General Lee terminated his career in the 
continental service. In the battle at Monmonth on the 28th 
of Jane, 1778, he commanded the van of the American troops 
with orders from the Commander in Chief to attack the re* 
treating enemy. Instead of obeying this order, he conducted 
in an unworthy manner and greatly disconcerted the arrange- 
ments of the day. His Excellency, advancing to the field of 
battle, met him in his disorderly retreat, and accosted him 
with strong expressions of disapprobation. Lee, incapable 
of brooking even an implied indignity, and unable to restrun 
the warmth of his resentment, used improper language in re- 
turn, and some irritation was excited on both sides, for the 
moment. Lee on the same day addressed two letters to the 
Commander in Chief, couched in disrespectful language, and 
with an air of defiance solicited a trial for his conduct, in 
consequence of which he was immediately put under arrest. 
A court martial, of which Lord Stirling was president, was 
ordered for his trial on the following charges. 1st. For dis- 
obedience of orders in not attacking the enemy on the 28th 
of June, agreeably to repeated instructions. 2d. For mis- 
behavior before the enemy on the same day, by makmg an 
unnecessary, disorderly and shameful retreat. Sd. For dis- 
respect to the Commander in Chief, in two letters dated 
July 1st, and June 28th. The letter dated July 1st was so 
dated by mistake, it was written June 28th. The court 
found him guilty on all the charges, and sentenced him to be 
suspended from any command in the armies of the United 
States of America for the term of twelve months. He made 
a masterly defence, and endeavoured to prove that any other 
course than that pursued would have given the enemy great 
advantage, and hazarded the destruction of our army. In 
his adversity General Lee was not altogether destitute of 
advocates as respects the afiair of Monmouth ; they alleged 
that, were it not for the disrespectful letters to his Excel- 
lency, Lee would have been acquitted, and the degree of 
punishment seems in some measure to justify this opinion. If 
he had been proved fully guilty of all the charges, a suspen- 
sion for one year would be inadequate to the magnitude of 
the crime. It appears abo that Congress did not without 
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«ome demur sanction the sentenea of the court martiaK 
When at length their confirmation of the sentence was pro* 
mulgated, it was like a mortal wound to the lofty aspiring 
spirit of General Lee ; pointmg to his dog he exclaimed, 
^^ Oh that I was that animal, that I might not call man my 
brother." He became outrageous, and from that moment 
he was more open and virulent in his attack on the character 
of the Commander in Chief, and did not cease in his unweari* 
ed endeavors both in his conversation and writings to lessen his 
reputation in the estimation of the army, and the public. Ha 
was an active abettor of General Conway in his calumny and 
abuse of General Washington, and they were believed to ba 
in concert in their vile attempts to supersede his Excellency 
in the supreme command. With the hope of effecting his 
nefarious purpose, he published a pamphlet replete with 
scurrilous imputations unfavourable to the military talents of 
the Commander in Chief, but this, with his other malignant 
allegations were consigned to contempt. At length Colonel 
Laurens, one of General Washington's aids, unable longer to 
suffer this gross abuse of his illustrious friend, demanoed of 
Lee that satisfaction which custom has sanctioned as honor- 
able. A rencounter accordingly ensued, and Lee received 
a wound in his side. Lee now finding himself abandoned by 
his friends, degraded in the eye of the public, and despised by 
the wise and virtuous, retired to his sequestered plantation in 
Virginia. In this spot, secluded from all society, he lived in 
a sort of hovel without glass windows or plastering, or even a 
decent article of house furniture ; here he amused himself 
with his books and dogs. On January 10th, 1780, Congress 
resolved that Major General Lee be informed that they have 
no further occasion for his services in the army of the United 
States. In the autumn of 1782, wearied with his forlorn 
situation, and broken spirit, he resorted to Philadelphia, and 
took lodgings in an ordinary tavern. He was soon seized 
with a disease of the lungs, and after a few days' confin^ent, 
he terminated his mortal course, a martyr to chagrin and dis- 
appointment, October 2d, 17%. The last words which ha 
was heard to utter, were, ** stand by me my brave grena*^ 
diers." The citizens of Philadelphia were much affected 
with his unexpected death, and his funeral was attended by a 
large concourse of people, the clergy of different denomina- 
tions, the president and members of Congress, and of the 
Assembly of Pennsylvania, the minister of France and his 
secretary, General Baron de Viominil, the minister of war, 
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flitd tereral other officers of diitinctioii, both of ibe Frenel6» 
and of the American army. 

General Lee was rather above the middle size, *^ plain in 
his person even to ugliness, and careless in his manners eveim 
to a degree of rudeness ; his nose was so remarkably aquiline, 
that it appeared as a real deformity. His roice was rough, 
his garb ordinary, his deportment morose. He was ambi- 
tious of fame without the dignity to support it. In prirate^ 
life he sunk into the vulgarity of the clown." His remark* 
able partiality for dogs was sncb, that a number of these ani«^ 
mals constantly followed in his train, and the ladies complain- 
ed that he allowed his canine adherents to follow him into the 
parlor, and not unfrequently a favorite one might be seen on a 
chair next his elbow at table. 

In the year 1776, when our army lay at White Plains, Lee 
resided near the road which General Washington frequentlj 
passed, and he one day with his aids called and took dinner ^ 
aAer they had departed Lee said to his aids, ^^ you must look 
me out other quarters or I shall have Washington and his pup^ 
pies calling till they eat me up." The next day he ordered his 
servant to write with chalk on the door, ^^ no victuals cooked 
here to day." Tlie company, seeing the hmt on the door, pass- 
ed with a smile at the oddity of the man. ^^ The character of 
this person," says one who knew him well, ^^ is full of absurdi- 
ties and qualities of a most extraordinary nature. His under- 
standing was great, his memory capacious and his fancy brilliant* 
He was a correct and elegant classical scholar, and both wrote 
and spoke his native language with perspicuity, force and beauty. 
From these circumstances he was at times a most agreeable 
and instructive companion. His temper was naturally sour and 
severe. He was seldom seen to laugh and scarcely to smile. 
The histoiy of his life is little less than the history c^ disputes, 
quarrels and duels in every part of the world. He was vindic- 
tive to his enemies. His avarice had no bounds. He never 
went mto a public and seldom into a private house where he 
did not discover some marks of ineffable and contemptible mean- 
ness. He grudged the expense of a nurse m his last illness, and 
died in a small dirty room in the Philadelphia tavern, called 
the Canastoga wa^on, attended by no one but a French servant, 
and Mr. Oswald tne printer, who (mce served as an officer under 
him. He was both impious and profane. In his principles he 
was not only an infidel, but he was very hostile to every attri* 
bute of the Deity. His morals were exceedingly debauched, 
tiis appetite was so whimsical as to what he ate and drank, 
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that he was at all times and in all places a most troublesome 
and disagreeable guest. His judgment in war was generally 
sound. He was extremely useful to the Americans in the be- 
ginning of the revolution, by inspiring them with military ideas 
and a contempt for British discipline and valor. It is difficult 
to say whether the active and useful part he took in the contest 
arose from personal resentment against the king of Great Bri- 
tain, or from a regard to the liberties of America. It is certain 
he reprobated the* French alliance and republican forms of 
government after he retired from the American service. He 
was in the field brave in the highest degree, and with all his 
faults and oddities, was. beloved by his officers and soldiers. 
He was devoid of prudence, and used to call it a rascally virtue. 
Two virtues he possessed in an eminent degree, sincerity and 
veracity. He was never known to deceive or desert a friend, 
and he was a strai^r to equivocation, even where his safety or 
character was at stake. It was notorious that General Lee 
was a man of unbounded personal ambition, and conscious of 
his European education, and pre-eminent military talents and 
prowess, he affected a superiority over Greneral Washington, 
and constantly aimed at the supreme command, little scrupu- 
lous as to the means employed to accomplish his own advance-* 
ment. In reference to his base detraction, General Wadiing- 
ton in a letter to a friend said, ^^ what cause is there for such a 
profusion of venom as he is emitting on all occasions ? — ^a simple 
narration of facts would defeat all his assertions, notwithstand-> 
ing they are made with an effrontery which few men do, and 
for the honor of human nature, ought to possess." — ^' If this 
gentleman is envious of my station, and conceives that I stand 
in his way to preferment, I can assure him in most solenm 
terms, that the first wish of my soul is, to return to that peace-> 
ful retirement, and domestic ease and happiness, whence I came. 
To this end all my labors have been directed, and for this pur- 
pose have I been more than four years a perfect slave, endea- 
voring, under as many embarrassing circumstances as ever fell 
to any man's lot to encounter, and as pure motives as any man 
was ever influenced by, to promote the eause and service I had 
embarked in." — Garden^e .Anecdotes. 

ThtfoiUvnng is an extract frotn General Lee^s will. 

^ I desire most earnestly ^that I may not be buried in any 
ehurch or church yard, or within a mile of any Presbyterian or 
Anabaptist Meeting House, for since I have resided in this 



458 APPENDIX. 

country, I have ke^t so muck bad company while liTiiig, that I 
do not choose to continue it whoi dead." 

Thomas Paine once said of Lee, thai '^ he was abore all 
monarchs, and below all scum." 



SKETCH OP THE LIFE OF GEJfERAL KffOX. 

Among those of oar coontrymen, who meat lealously engaged 
in the cause of liberty, few austamed a rank more deservedly 
conspicuous, than Gieiieral Knox. He was one of those heroes, 
of whom it may be tmly said, that he lived for his country. 

The ardor of his youth and the vigor of his manhood were de- 
voted to acquiring its liberty, and establishiiq; its prosperity. 
Bom in Boston, July, 1750, his childhood and youth were 
employed in obtaining the best educatioi that the justly eek* 
bn^ted schools of his native town afforded. In very early life 
be opened a book store, for the enlargement of which he soon 
fonaed an extennve correspondence in Europe — ^but little time 
elapsed before, at the call of his country, he relinquished this 
lucrative and increasmg business. Indebted to no adventitious 
aid, his character was formed by himself : the native and vigor* 
ous princi[^ of his own mind made him what he was. Dis- 
tinguished among his associates, from the first dawn of manhood, 
for a decided predilection to martial esereises, he was at the 
age of eighteen selected by the young men of Boston as one of 
the officers of a company of grenadiers — t, company so distin- 
gunhed for its martial appearance, and the precision of its evo- 
lutions, that it received the most flatterii^ encomium from a 
British officer of high distinction. 

This early scene of his military labors served but as a school 
for that distii^ished talent which afterward shone with lustre, 
in the most brilliant campaigns of an eight years^ war ; through 
the whole of which, he directed the artillery with consummate 
ddll and bravery. 

His heart was deeply engaged in the cause of freedom ; he 
felt it to be a righteous cause, and to its accomplishment yield- 
ed every other consideration. When Britain declared hostilities, 
he hesitated not a moment what course he should pursue. No 
sordid calculation of interest retarded his decisicm. The quiet 
of domestic life, the fair prospect of increasing wealth, and even 
the endearing claims of family and friends, though urged with 
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the most persuasive eloquence, had no power to divert the de- 
termined purpose of his mind. 

In the early stages of British hostility, though not in com- 
mission, he was not an inactive spectator. At the battle of 
Bunker hill; as a volunteer he was constantly exposed to danger, 
in reconnoitring the movements of the enemy, and his ardent 
mind was engaged with others in preparing those measures that 
were ultimately to dislodge the British troops, from their 
boa.^ ted possession of the capital of New England. 

Scarcely had we begun to feel the aggressions of the British 
arms, before it was perceived, that without artillery, of which 
we were then destitute, the most important objects of the war 
could not be accomplished. No resource presented itself, but 
the desperate expedient of procuring it from the Canadian fron- 
tier. To attempt this, in the agitated state of the country, 
through a wide extent of wilderness, was an enterprize so re- 
plete with toil and danger, that it was hardly expected any one 
would be found hardy enough to encounter its perils. Knox 
however saw the importance of the object — ^he saw his country 
bleeding at every pore, without the power of repelling her in- 
vaders — ^he saw the flourishing Capital of the North in the 
possession of an exulting enemy, that we were destitute of the 
means essential to their annoyance, and formed the daring and 
generous resolution of supplying the army with ordinance now- 
ever formidable the obstacles that might oppose him. Young, 
robust and vigorous, supported by an undaunted spirit, and a mind 
ever fruitful in resources, he commenced his mighty undertak- 
ing, almost unattended, in the winter of 1775, relyii^ solely for 
the execution of his object, on such aid as he might procure, 
from the thinly scattered inhabitants of the dreary region, 
through which he had to pass. Every obstacle of season, roads 
and climate were surmounted by determined perseverance ; — 
and a few weeks, scarcely sufficient for a journey so remote, 
saw him return laden with ordinance and the stores of war — 
drawn, in defiance of every obstacle, over the frozen lakes and 
mountains of the north. Most acceptable was this offering to 
our defenceless troops, and most welcome to the Commander 
in Chief, who well laiew how to appreciate a service so import- 
ant. This expedition stamped the character of him who per- 
formed it for deeds of enterprize and daring — He received the 
most flattering testimony of approbation from the Commander 
in Chief and from Congress, and was, in consequence of this im- 
portant service, appointed to the command of the artillery of 
which he had thus laid the foundation, — in which command he 
58 
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continued with increasing reputation tbrougb the 
War. 

Among the incid^ts that occurred during the expedition to 
Canada, was his accid^tal meeting with the unfortunate Andre, 
whose subsequent fate was so deeply deplored by every man of 
feeling in botii nations. His deportment as a soldier and gentle- 
man so far interested General Knox b his favor, that he often 
afterwards expressed the most sincere regret, that he was call- 
ed by duty, to act on the tribunal that pronounced his condem- 
nation. 

During the continuance of the war, the corps of artillery was 
principally employed with the main body of the army, and near 
the person of the Commander m Chief, and was relied on as an 
essential auxiliary m the most important battles. 

There was perhaps no period of the war, when the American 
cause assumed an aspect so precarious as in the autunm of 1 777. 
Philadelphia, then the centre and capital of our country — ^pre- 
eminent for its wealth, its population and its trade — a place 
most distinguished for the progretss of the arts, was destined to 
fall within the grasp of ourhaugfatv foe. In the campaign that 
preceded its occupation by the British, General Knox was a 
conspicuous actor, eager for the contest, yet compelled with his 
brave companions to lament that the equipments of our armjr 
were unequal to the heroic spirits of its soldiers. Trenton and 
Princeton witnessed his enterprize and valor. At that critical 
period of our affairs, when hope had almost jridded to despair, 
and the great soul of Washington trembled for his country's 
freedom, Knox was one of those that strengthened his band, and 
encouraged his heart. At that awful moment, when the tempest 
raged with its greatest Airy, he with Greene and other heroes, 
stood as Pillars of the Temple of Liberty, till the fury of the 
storm was past. 

The letters of General Knox, still extant, written in the 
darkest periods of the revolution, breathe a spirit of devoted- 
ness to tne cause in which he had embarked, and a firm reli- 
ance on the favor of Divine Providence ; from a perusal of these 
letters it is evident, that he never yielded to despondency, but in 
the most critical moments of the war, confidently anticipated 
its triumphant issue. 

In the bloody fields of Germantown and Monmouth, without 
derogating from the noierits of others, it may be said, that during 
the whole of these hard fought battles, no officer was more <fis- 
tinguished for the discharge of the arduous duties of his com- 
mand ; — ^in the front of the battle he was seen animating his sd- 
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diers and pointing the thunder of their cannon. His skill and 
bravery were so ccnispieuous on the latter occasion, that he re- 
ceived the particular approbation of the Commander in Chief) 
in general orders issued bj him the day succeeding that of the 
battle, in which he says, that ^^ the enemy have done them the 
justice to acknowledge that no artillery could be better served 
than ours." But his great eserticms on that occasion, together 
with the extreme heat of the day, produced the nu>st alarming 
consequences to his health. To these more important scenes, 
his services were not confined ; with a zeal devoted to our cause, 
he was ever at the post of danger — ^and the immortal hero, who 
stands first on the list of heroes and of men, has often expressed 
his sense of their services. In every field of battle, where 
Washington fought, Knox was by his side. The confidence of 
the Commander in Chief, inspired by early services, was thus 
matured by succeeding events. There can be no higher testi- 
mony to his merits, than that during a war of so long continu- 
ance, past almost constantly in the presence of Washington, 
he uniformly retained his confidence and esteem, which at 
their separation bad ripened into friendship and afiection. 
The parting interview between General Knox and his illus- 
trious and beloved Chief, after the evacuation of New York 
by the British, and Knox had taken possession of it at the 
head of a detachment of our army, was inexpressibly afiect- 
ing. The hour of their separation having arrived, Washing- 
ton, incapable of utterance, grasped his hand and embrac- 
ed him in silence, and in tears. His letters to the last mo- 
ment of his life, contain the most flattering expressions of 
his unabated friendship. Honorable to himself as had been 
the career of his revolutionary services, new laurels were 
reserved for him at the siege of Yorktown. — To the success- 
ful result of this memorable siege, the last brilliant act of our 
revolutionary contest, no officer contributed more essentially 
than the commander of the artillery. His animated exertions, 
his military skill, iiis cool and determined bravery in this 
triumphant struggle, received the unanimous approbation of 
his brethren in arms, and he was immediately created 
Major General by Congress, at the recommendation of the 
Commander in Chief, with the concurrence of the whole 
army. 

The capture of Lord Cornwallis closed the contest, and 
with it his military life. Having contributed so essentially 
to the successful termination of the war, he was selected as 
one of the commissioners to adjust the terms of peace, which 
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service he performed in eonjunction with his colleagae^t 
much to the satisfaction of his country. He was deputed to 
receive the surrender of the city of New York, and soon after 
appointed to the command of West Point. It was here that 
he was employed in the delicate and arduous duty of disband- 
ing the army, and inducing a soldiery, disposed to turbulence 
by their privations and sufferings, to retire to domestic life 
and resume the peaceful character of citizens. 

It is a fact most honorable to his character, that by his 
countenance and support, he rendered the most essential aid 
to Washington, in suppressing that spirit of usurpation which 
had been industriously fomented by a few unprincipled and 
aspiring men, whose aim was the subjugation of the country 
to a military government. No hope of political elevation — 
no flattering assurances of aggrandizement could tempt him 
to build his greatness on the ruin of his country. 

The great object of the war being accomplished, and 
peace restored to our country. General Knox was early, un- 
der the confederation, appointed Secretary of War by Con- 
gress, in which office he was confirmed by President Wash- 
ington, after the establishment of the Federal Government. 
The duties of this office were ultimately increased, by hav- 
ing those of the navy attached to them — ^to the establish- 
ment of which his counsel and exertions eminently contribut* 
ed. He differed in opinion from some other members of the 
cabinet on this most interesting subject. — One of the great- 
est men whom our country has produced,* has uniformly de- 
clared, that he considered America much indebted to his 
efforts, for the creation of a power which has already so es- 
sentially advanced her respectability and fame. 

Having filled the office of the War Department for eleven 
years, he obtained the reluctant consent of President Wash- 
ington to retire, that he might give his attention to the claims 
of a numerous and increasing family. This retirement was 
in concurrence with the wishes of M rs^ Knox, who had ac- 
companied him through the trying vicissitudes of war, shared 
with him its toils and perils, and who was now desirous of 
enjoying the less busy scenes of domestic life. A portion of 
the large estates of her ancestor, General Waldo, had de- 
scended to her, which he by subsequent purchase increased * 
till it comprized the whole Waldo Patent, an extent of thirty 
miles square, and embracing a considerable part of that sec- 
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tion of Maine, which now constitutes the connties of Lincoln, 
Hancock and Penobscot. To these estates he retired from 
all concern in public life, hofiored as a soldier and beloved as 
a man, devoting much of his time to their settlement and im- 
provement. He was induced repeatedly to take a share in 
the government of the state, both in the house of representa^ 
tives and in the council — in the discharge of whose several 
duties, he employed his wisdom and experience with the 
greatest assiduity. At that time Maine and Massachusetts 
composed one great and powerful state. His enlarged and 
liberal policy as a legislator, was manifested on every ques- 
tion on which he acted, and in every debate in which he took 
a part. While at the council board of Masssacbusetts, on all 
public political questions, his opinions had great weight with 
Governor Strong, at that period the worthy chief magistrate 
of the Commonwealth. Though independent and firm in his 
political sentiments, like Strong he was disposed to conciliate 
those who differed from him m opmion, and was wholly free 
from the spirit of intolerance. 

' In 1798, when the French insults and injuries towards this 
country called for resistance, he was one of those selected 
to command our armies, and to protect our liberty and honor, 
from the expected hostilities of the French Directory : hap- 
pily for our country their services were not required* 

Retired from the theatre of active life, he still felt a 
deep interest in the prosperity of his country. To that por- 
tion of it, which he had chosen for his residence, his exer- 
tions were more immediately directed. His views, like his 
soul, were bold and magnificent ; his ardent mind could not 
want the ordinary course of time and events ; it outstripped 
the progress of natural improvement. Had he possessed a 
cold calculating mind, Jie might have left behind him the 
most ample wealth ; but he would not have been more high- 
ly valued by his country, or more beloved by his friends. — 
He died at Montpelier, his seat in Thomaston, 2dth of Octo- 
ber, 1806, from sudden internal inflammation, at the age of 
56, from the full vigor of health. 

The great qualities of General Knox, were not merely 
those of the hero and the statesman ; with these were comii'^ 
bined those of the elegant scholar, and the accomplished 
gentleman. There have been those as brave and as learned, 
but rarely a union of such valor, with so much urbanity — a 
mind so great, yet so free from ostentation. 
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In sketchii^ the life of such a man, it is not the least in- 
teresting part, to recal his private virtues. Long will he 
be remembered as the ornament of every circle in which he 
moved, as the amiable and enlightened companion, the gener- 
ous friend, the man of feeling and benevolence ; — ^his conver- 
sation was animated and cheerful, and he imparted an inter- 
est to every subject that he touched. In his gayest moments 
he never lost sight of dignity ; — ^he invited confidence, but 
repelled familiarity. His imagination was brilliant, his con- 
ceptions lofty ; and no man ever possessed the power of em- 
bodying his thoughts in more vigorous language ; when ardent- 
ly engaged, they were peculiarly bold and original, and yoa 
irresistably felt in his society, tibat his intellect was not of 
the ordinary class. Yet no man was more unassuming, none 
more delicately alive to the feelings of others. He had 
the peculiar talent of rendering all who were with him, 
happy in themselves ; and no one ever more feelingly enjoy- 
ed the happiness of those around him. Philanthropy filled 
his heart ; in his benevolence there was no reserve — it was 
as diffusive as the globe, and extensive as the family of man. 
His feelings were stroi^ and exquisitely tender. In the do- 
mestic circle they shone with peculiar lustre^-^here, the hus- 
band, the father and the friara, beamed in every smile — ^and 
if at any time a cloud overshadowed his own spirit, he strove 
to prevent its influence from extending to those that were 
dear to him. He was frank, generous and sincere ; and in 
his intercourse with the world, uniforraly just. His house 
was the seat of elegant hospitality, and his estimate of 
wealth, was its power of .difusing happiness. To the testi- 
mony of private friendship, may be added that of less partial 
strangers, who have borne witness, both to his public and pri- 
vate virtues. Lord Moira, who is now perhaps the greatest 
general that England can boast of, has in a late publication 
spoken in high terms of his military talents. Nor should the 
opinion of the Marquis Chattelleux be omitted. ^^ As for Gen- 
eral Knox," he says, ^^ to praise him for his military talents 
alone, would be to deprive him of half the eulogium he 
merits ; a man of understanding, well informed, gay, sincere 
and honest — it is impossible to know without esteeming 
him, or to see without loving him, — thus have the English 
without intention, added to the ornaments of the human 
species, by awakening talents where they least wished or 
expected." Judge Marshall, also, in his Life of Washington, 
thus speaks of him, " Throughout the contest of the revolu- 
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tioD, this officer had contmued at the head of the Ameriean 
artillery, and from being colonel of a regiment^ has been pro* 
moted to the rank of major general* In this important &ta« 
tion he bad preserved a high military character, and on the 
resignation oi General Lincoln, had been appointed secretary 
of war. To his great services, and to unquestionable integ* 
rity, he was admitted to unite a sound understanding ; and 
the public judgment as well as that of the chief magistrate^ 
pronounced him in all respects competent to the station he 
filled. The president was highly gratified in believtog that 
his public duty comported with his private inclination, in 
nominating General Knox to the office which had been con« 
ferred on him under the former government." As a proof of 
their estimation of his literary attainments, the president and 
trustees of Dartmouth College conferred on him the degree 
of Doctor of Laws. 

Perhaps in no instance of his life, was his warmth of heart 
and strength of attachment, more fully exemplified, than at 
the closing interview of the principal leaders of the war, 
when they were about to take a final leave of each other, 
never, probably, to meet again. It was most natural that 
the recollection of past scenes should awaken the liveliest 
emotions — the bosom of the soldier is the residence of honor 
and of feeling, and no man cherished them more fondly than 
Knox. He proposed to his brethren m arms, that some 
course should be adopted to keep alive the generous attach- 
ment, which was the fruit of their long intercourse and 
mutual toils and dangers ; the proposal accorded with the 
feelings of the principal officers of the army, who united in 
forming the Cincinnati, a society whose object was to cement 
and perpetuate the friendship of its founders, and transmit the 
same sentiment to their descendants. Pure as are believed 
to have been the motives of those who associated in forming 
this society, there were not wanting some, who, from igno- 
rance or illiberality, professed to doubt the parity of its 
character and the correctness of its objects. But it is a 
fact derived from the highest authority,* that it had from its 
commencement, the unqualified approbation of the Com- 
mander in Chief, expressed in the most decided language. 
Such sanction as that of Washington, could not fail to do 
away every suspicion of its unfairness, and to establish the 
rectitude of its motives and principles. 
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General Knox was a supporter of christian instittrtion^f 
and contributed much, by his liberality and his example, to 
promote the preaching of the gospel. It always appeared to 
afford him the highest pleasure to bear testimony to the ex^ 
cellence of Christianity, and he often expressed his firm be** 
lief that its exalted principles were intended to correct the 
heart, and to purify the life ; to make man what he ought to 
be in this world, and to prepare him for the more elevated 
enjoyments of the future. He most firmly believed in the 
immortality, and the immateriality of the soul. 

From his reflections on religion, committed by him to pa- 
per, it is evident that his thoughts were often and intensely 
employed on the all important concerns of a future state of 
existence ; that he firmly believed in an overruling Provi- 
dence, and that he was created and sustained by its power 
and goodness. He considered the order, harmony and beau- 
ty of creation, as affording the most convincing proof of wis- 
dom and design. He thought the universal distribution of 
blessings among mankind, furnished conclusive evidence of 
the goodness of the Being from whose bounty they flow. But 
it was a subject on which he reasoned for himself, unfetter- 
ed by the arrogant dogmas of the churchmen, or the meta- 
physical subtleties of the schools. He expressed exalted 
pleasure in the full conviction, that the arm of Almighty 
Power was extended for the protection of the whole family 
of man, without respect to Jew or Gentile. The exclusive 
pretensions of the various sects and denominations in the 
church, he considered the fruits of human invention, and al* 
together unworthy the wisdom of the Almighty ^ind. 

Elevated by the aspirations of his own exalted mind, he be- 
lieved our residence on this globe, which he considered but an 
atom in creation, as only the commencement of a progressive 
state of existence, still rising towards perfection from sphere 
to sphere, till by successive gradations of intellectual and 
moral improvement, we are prepared for the presence and 
enjoyment of the All Perfect Being who created us. 



MAJOR GEJ^ERAL BEKEDICT JIRKOLD. 

This extraordinary man is already recorded in our revolu- 
tionary history, in the character of a valiant and intrepid offi- 
cer, and in the next page as a sordid and infamous traitor to 
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fais country. He was a native of Connecticut) where he 
was known as a half bred apothecary, a retailer, a skipper, 
and a jockey. Under pretence of bankruptcy, he committed 
perjury with the view of defrauding his creditors. But his 
mind was formed for bold and desperate enterprise, and he 
was chosen captain of a militia company of volunteers, and 
on hearing of the battle at Lexington, he marched with his 
company and arrived at head quarters, at Cambridge, about 
the last of April, 1775, where he was promoted to a Colonel. 
He immediately repaired to the vicinity of Lake Champlain, 
and united with Colonel Allen and his party, who were pre- 
paring to execute their plan for taking possession of the Bri- 
tish garrison at Ticonderoga. This enterprise was crowned 
with success, without bloodshed, and an immense quantity 
of valuable ordnance and munitions of war was taken, for* the 
use of our army. After which, he proceeded down the lake 
to St. John's in a small schooner, and seized by surprise an 
armed sloop of superior force, which he brought off with se- 
veral prisoners. In September following. Colonel Arnold 
was invested with the command of eleven hundred men, des- 
tined on a very extraordinary and arduous expedition, no less 
than penetrating through the unexplored wilderness to Quebec, 
by the route of Kennebec river. Colonel Burr, late Vice Pre- 
sident of the United States, was with this party. The expedi- 
tion was attended by the most distressing circumstances which 
can be imagined, during which Arnold conducted with unexam- 
pled resolution, and the soldiers exercised the greatest fortitude 
and patience, and accomplished an undertaking almost incredi- 
ble. The men were obliged to drag their batteaux over falls^ 
up rapid streams, over carrying places, and to march through 
morasses, thick woods, and over mountains, for about three 
hundred and twenty miles. A part of the detachment, consist- 
ing of about three hundred men, under Colonel Enos, returned 
to Cambridge to avoid absolute starvation in the wilderness. 
Some of those who persevered were compelled to feed on dogs, 
which they devoured without sparing legs or skm, and also their 
cartridge boxes, leather breeches and shoes. Colonel Arnold 
appears to have defeated his own object by an imprudent act. 
He entrusted to a transient Indian a letter to a friend in Que- 
bec ; the Indian betrayed his trust, and delivered ths letter to 
the British commandant) who immediately adopted measures 
for defence, and to oppose their march, in December, 1775, 
Colonel Arnold having reached the vicinity of Quebec, was se- 
cond m conunand under General Montgomery, and led a party 

59 



468 APPEifoix. 

in the boldest and most spirited manoer to the attack of the cky 
of Quebec, by escalade, where he received a wound by a mus- 
ket ball in his leg, and the brave Montgomery was dain. la 
January, 1776, Arnold was promoted to the rank of brigadier, 
and had the command of the miserable remains of our army, 
and retreated to Crown Point. He took from merchants, at 
Montreal, goods to a very considerable amount, under circum** 
stances which implicated his honour and character. He order- 
ed Colonel Hazen to take charge of the goods, but conceiving 
that they were taken unjustly from the proprietors, be refused 
to comply* On the retreat of the army, part of the goods were 
pillaged, in consequence of which, Col(mel Hazen was subject- 
ed to a trial, but was honorably acquitted. This alBair excited 
much indignation among several respectable officers, who hav* 
ittg deceived abusive treatment from Arnold, demanded of Ge* 
neral Gates, who now commanded in chief, that he should be 
arrested and brought to trial ; but Grates viewii^ him as a brave 
and valuable officer, was determined that he should command 
our fleet on lake Champlain, and therefore waived all com** 
plaints exhibited against him. After Arnold was invested with 
the command of our fleet. Sir Guy Carlton proceeded up lake 
Champlain with a superior force, and a furious contest ensued. 
No man could have conducted with more intrepid bravery than 
did General Arnold. By his valorous conduct he acquired the 
highest applause ; but being overpowered, he was obliged to re« 
treat with the Congress gaUey, which he commanded, and four 
gondolas which he ran on shore and blew up, in despite of every 
effort of the enemy to prevent it. He even displayed a nice 
point of honor in keeping his flag flying, and not qmtting his gal- 
tey till she was in flames, that die enemy should not board and 
strike the American flag. In April, 1777, Goieral Tryoa 
commanded an expedition from New York, consisting of about 
two thousand men, to destroy a dq>osit of stores at Danbury, in 
Connecticut. General Arnold, by a forced march, reached the 
scene of action, and with his usual impetuosity engaged the 
enemy, and when within a few yards a whole platoon was level- 
ed at him, by which his horse was killed ; a soldier was ad- 
vancing to thrust his bayonet through him, when with great pre- 
sence df mind he took his pistols from his holsters and shot nim 
down. Having mounted another horse, that also was shot 
through the neck. Congress resolved, that a hotse properly 
caparisoned be presented to General Arnold, as a toiam of their 
approbation of his gallant conduct, in uriiich he had one horse 
killed and another wounded. la May followii^) he was cie- 
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ated a Major General. When in August, 1777, Gieneral St. 
Leger inrested Fort Stanwix, General Arnold marched at the 
head of a detachment from Fort Edward, to raise the siege, 
but the enemy alarmed at his approach, abandoned the ^ter- 
prise before his arrival. In September a serious difference 
took place between him and General Gkites, who commanded 
our army at Sarat<^. A conscious superiority on one side, 
and an arrogant temper on the other, sufficed to render the con- 
tention almost irreconcilable. The consequence was, that Ar- 
nold in a rage requested to be discharged from under the com- 
mand of General Gates, and the latter immediately gave him a 
passport to repair to General Washington's head quarters, 
though a battle with Burgoyne was daily expected. He post- 
pmied his departure, however, till the sanguinary conflict at 
Bemis's heists commenced, October 7th, when he betrayed 
great agitation and wrath ; rushing into the field of battle, and 
acting the part of a desperado, he exposed himself in the most 
raah and intemperate manner. In the heat of the action, when 
our troops were gaining advantaffe, General Arnold ordered 
Lieutenant Colonel Brooks, at the head of his regiment, to force 
the German lines, which was instantly obeyed, and they boldly 
entered at the sallyport tc^ther, where Arnold received a 
wound in his leg, and his horse was killed under him. He had 
so little control of his mind, that while brandishing his sword in 
animating the officers and soldiers, he struck Captain Pettingill 
and Captain Brown, and wounded one of them on his head, 
without assigning any cause. These gentlemen, the next day, 
requested Colonel Brooks to accompany them to Arnold's quar- 
ters, to demand an explanation ; he disavowed all recollection 
of the fact, and denied that he had struck an officer, but when 
convinced c^ it, readily ofiered the required apology. It is but 
justice to confess, that by his military frenzy, or romantic he- 
roism, Arnold contributed to the honor and success of the day. 
General Washington had a high sense of his gallantry, and pre- 
sented him a pair of elegant pistols. After the evacuation of 
Philadelphia by the British army. General Arnold was entrust- 
ed with the command in that city. Here his display of connu- 
, bial gallantry, as in the field his martial spirit, was crowned 
with honor and success. His addresses were auspiciously re- 
ceived, and he was honored witii the hand of the then celebrat- 
ed Miss Shippoi, one of the most elegant and accomplished la- 
dies in the city, but of a tory family. His whole soul now ap- 
peared to be engaged in the promotion of his own interest and 
aggrandizement. He occupied the house of Governor Penni 
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the best in the city, and this he furnished in a rich and spkndid 
style. His carriage and equipage were equally splendid, and 
he rioted in the luxury and pageantry of a nobleman. ^^ Proud 
of the trappings of office, and ambitious of an ostentatious dis- 
play of wealth and greatness, the certam mark of a narrow mind, 
he had wasted the plunder acquired at Montreal, where his 
c(Hiduct had been remarkably reprehensible, and had dissipated 
the rich harvest of peculation he had reaped at Philadelphia, 
where his rapacity had no bounds. He deliberately seized 
every thing he could lay his hands on in the city, to which he 
could affix an idea that it had been the property of the disaf- 
fected party, and converted it to his own use."^ 

Unmindful of his military station, he engaged in various 
speculations and in privateering, in both of which he was un- 
fortunate. He made exorbitant demands on government, in 
compensation for public services, and made bitter complaints 
against Congress, pretending that he suffered injustice from 
their hands. The commissioners, appointed to liquidate his 
accounts, rejected a large proportion of his demands as being 
unjust and unfounded, and for which he deserved severe re- 
prehension. He was charged, by the oitizens of Philadel- 
phia, with gross acts of extortion, and of peculating on the 
public funds ; and he was at length so notorious for his follies 
and vices, and so audacious in his reproaches against what he 
termed the ingratitude of his country, that the general voice 
demanded an investigation of his conduct. The government 
of Pennsylvania^, as well as many respectable citizens, exhi- 
bited formal charges against him, ana Congress directed that 
he should be arrested, and tried by a court martial. He 
was sentenced to be reprimanded by the Commander in 
Chief, which being approved by Congress, was carried into 
execution accordingly. The emoluments of his office, with 
all his embezzlements, proved inadequate to his exigencies^ 
and his funds being exhausted, he was unable to meet the 
demands of his creditors. Thus he evinced a mind destitute 
of both moral principle and political integrity. Rebuffed 
and mortified in his vicious pursuits, he became soured and 
disaffected to our government and cause, and the most ma- 
levolent and rancorous spirit agitated his unprincipled bosom, 
restrained by a want of opportunity to indulge his revenge. 
At the opening of the campaign in June, 1780, the Com- 
mander in Chief offered him the command of the left wing 

* History of tha American Reyolntion, by Mn. M. Warren. 
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of our army, to which his rank entitled him, but this he de- 
clined under the pretext that the wound which he received 
at Saratoga, rendered him incapable of active service in the 
field. He solicited the station of commander of the garrison 
at West Point, and in this request he was indulged by the 
Commander in Chief, who still had confidence in him as a 
military officer. He was now invested with a situation 
which furnished him with the meditated opportunity of exe- 
cuting his treasonable purpose, and avenging himself on his 
country, and the glorious cause of freedom. He engaged in 
a secret correspondence with Sir Henry Clinton, and actual- 
ly agreed to put him in possession of the important garrison 
at West Point. 

The British general appreciating the importance of the ac- 
quisition, immediately closed with him for the stipulated sum 
often thousand pounds sterling, and sent Major John Andre, 
his adjutant general and aid de camp, to negotiate the ar- 
rangement for the surrender of the post. A British sloop of 
war, called the Vulture, conveyed him up the North river 
within twelve miles of West Point, and in the night of the 
21st of September, 1780, by direction of General Arnold, 
this gentleman was brought on shore under the fictitious 
name of John Anderson. Arnold received him on the beach, 
and conducted him to the house of Joshua Smith, within our 
lines, and the night was spent in ripening the infamous plot 
for execution. The following night it was attempted to re- 
conduct him on board the Vulture, but the boatmen who had 
been seduced to bring him on shore, utterly refused to per- 
form the service, and a return to New York by land was the 
only alternative. Arnold furnished him with numerous pa- 
pers containing all the necessary information respecting the 
garrison, and a passport, naming him John Anderson, on pub- 
lic business, with which he proceeded on his journey. 

Having reached Tarritown, on his route, Andre was sud- 
denly arrested by three militia men, who finding the above 
mentioned papers concealed in his boots, immediately deli- 
vered them into the hands of Lieutenant Colonel Jameson, 
the commanding officer on our lines. With the view of giv- 
ing Arnold an opportunity to escape, Andre had the address 
to induce Colonel Jameson to inform him by letter that John 
Anderson was taken on his way to New York. On this being 
received by express, the guilty traitor, struck with the press- 
ing danger of his situaticHi, instantly informed his wife that 
he had received some letters, which obliged him to flee his 
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country for ever, and desired her to retire and remain in her 
chamber. He now called earnestly for a horse, and mount- 
ed the first that presented ; and instead of the usual path, 
he took a shorter route, riding down a verf steep and dan-* 
gerous precipice, to the landing. This has since been called 
^^ Traitor's Hill." The barge being in readiness, he sprang 
into it, and ordered the boatmen to proceed down the river^ 
and he was soon on board the Vulture, which Andre two 
nights before had left, and which immediately sailed with 
their prize for New York. Arnold was apprised that Gene- 
ral Washington, being on his return from a journey to Hart* 
ford, intended to visit him that day, and he was momentarily 
expected ; accordingly, his Excellency arrived soon after 
Arnold had absconded, and not finding him at his quarters he 
passed over the river to West Point, to view the works, and 
with the expectation of finding him at his post ; but being dis* 
appointed, he returned to Arnold's quarters, where he still 
found that no one could aceouot for his alliance. But in a 
few hours despatches arrived from Ck>lonel Jameson, an- 
nouncing the capture of Major Andre, and this was accompa- 
nied by his own letter of confession. The mysterious affair 
was now developed. Arnold's treason and elopement admit- 
ted at once of explanation. An officer was immediately sent 
to our fort at Verplanck's Point, with orders to fire at Ar- 
nold's barge ; but it was too late, she had already reached 
the Vulture. In about an hour and a half after Arnold had 
absconded, Dr. Eustis, who had charge of the hospital in the 
vicinity, was called to the assistance of Mrs. Arnold, whose 
situation was alarming. He foond her at the head of the 
staircase, in great dishabille, her hair disheveled, knowing 
no one, and frantic in the arms of her maid, and Arnold's two 
aids, struggling to liberate herself from them. She was car- 
ried back to her chamber, and fell into convulsions, which 
lasted several hours. In a lucid interval she inquired of the 
Doctor if General Washington was in the house, expressii^ a 
wish to see him. Believing that she mtended to say some- 
thing which would explain the secret of Arnold's unaccounta- 
ble absence, he hastened below, gave notice of her request, 
and conducted the general to her chamber, who remained no 
longer than to hear her deny that he was General Washing- 
ton, and to witness the return of her distraction. When Ar- 
nold deserted his post, a corporal, by name James Lurvey, 
was the cockswain of his barge. After their arrival on board 
the Vulture, and Arnold had held an interview with the offi- 
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cers in the cabin, he came on deck and said to his bargemen, 
^' My lads, I have quitted the rebel army ^ and joined the stand- 
ard of his Britannic Majesty ; if yon will join me, I will make 
sergeants and corporals of you all, and for you, James, I will 
do something more." Indignant at the offer, Luryey prompt- 
ly replied, ^^ No, Sir, one coat is enough for me to wear at a 
time." A worthy example of fidelity in the corporal, and a 
cutting sarcasm on the guilty traitor. Two only of the crew 
remained, and they were British deserters. The brave cor- 
poral, with the remainder of the men, returned, not however 
in the barge ; Arnold had the meanness to retain that for his 
own use, and gave them a miserable boat in exchange. 

After his arrival on board the Vulture, he addressed to 
Oeneral Washington the following letter : — 

<' On board the Vulture^ September 2Sth, 1780. 

'^ Sir, — The heart which is conscious of its own rectitude 
cannot attempt to palliate a step which the world may cen- 
sure as wrong ; I have ever acted from a principle of love to 
my country, since the commencement of the present unhappy 
contest between Great Britain and the colonies ; the same 

Erinciple of love to my country actuates my present conduct, 
owever it may appear inconsistent to the world, who very 
seldom judge right of any man's actions. 

'^ I have no favor to ask for myself; I have too often expe- 
rienced the ingratitude of my country to attempt it ; but from 
the known humanity of your Excellency, I am induced to ask 
your protection for Mrs. Arnold, from every insult and injury 
that the mistaken vengeance of my country may expose her 
to. It ought to fall only on me ; she is as innocent and as 
good as an angel, and is incapable of doing wrong. I beg she 
may be permitted to return to her friends in Philadelphia, or 
to come to me, as she may choose ; from your E!!ccelleDcy I 
have no fears on her account, but she may suffer from the 
mistaken fury of the country. 

^ '^I have to request that the enclosed letter may be de- 
livered to Mrs. Arnold, and she permitted to write to me. 

^^I have also to ask that my clothes and baggage, which 
are of little consequence, may be sent to me, — if required, 
their value shall be paid in money. I have the honor to be, 
with great regard and esteem, 

^' Your Excellency's most obedient, humble servant, 

'< B. ARNOLD. 

^^ His Excelkncy^ General Washington.^^ 
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^' N. B. In justice to the gentlemen of my family, Colonel 
Varrick and Major Frank, I think myself in honor bound to 
declare, that they, as well as Joshua Smith, Esquire, who I 
know is suspected, are totally ignorant of any transactions of 
mine that they had reason to believe were injurious to the 
public." 

Mrs. Arnold was permitted to go unmolested to her hus^ 
band at New York, and to take her chariot with her. Ar- 
nold had the audacity to remonstrate to General Washington 
against the execution of Major Andre, and to attempt to in*- 
timidate him by threats of retaliation, should the unfortunate 
prisoner suffer ; but his Excellency treated both the traitor 
and his affrontive letters with sovereign contempt. He next 
published an address to the people of the United States, in 
which he pretended to ascribe his defection from the Ameri- 
can cause to principle, of which it is well known that he ever 
has been destitute. He attempts to vindicate his conduct 
by the ridiculous pretence that he was actuated by motives 
favorable to the interests of his country, by bringing the war 
to a speedy termination, as though the destiny of America 
was doomed to be at his disposal, and that he was authorized 
to decide the fate of millions. In his artful address he la- 
bored to palliate his own guilt, and to influence others to fol- 
low his vile example. He execrated with peculiar bitter- 
ness our alliance with France, and accused Congress of ty- 
ranny and usurpation, and a total disregard of the interest and 
welfare of the people. Not satisfied with this insidious ap- 
peal to the people, he addressed by proclamation ^^ the offi- 
cers and soldiers of the continental army who had the real 
interest of their country at heart, and who were determined 
to be no longer the tools and dupes of Congress or of France.'* 
As inducement to the American officers and soldiers to de- 
sert the cause which they had embraced, he represented 
that the corps of cavalry and infantry which he was author- 
ized to raise, would be on the same footing with the other 
troops in the British service ; that he would with pleasure 
advance those whose valor he had witnessed, and that the 
private men who might join him, should receive a bounty of 
three guineas each, besides payment alt their full value, for 
horses, arms and accoutrements. He endeavored to paint 
in lively colors the deplorable condition of our country, and 
to reprobate our Congress as oppressors, and their authority 
as tyrannical. '' You are promised liberty." he exclaims. 
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<< but 18 there an individaal in the enjoyment of it, saving 
your oppressors ? Who among you dare speak or write what 
he thinks against the tyranny which has robbed you of your 
property, imprisons your persons, drags you to the field of 
oattle, and is daily deluging your country with your blood ?'' 
Again, '^ what is America now but a land of widows, orphans 
and beggars ? As to you who have been soldiers in ttie conti- 
nental army, can you at this day want evidence that the 
funds of your country are exhausted, or that the managers 
have applied them to their own private uses ? In either case, 
you surely can no longer continue in their service with honor 
and advantage. Yet you have hitherto been their supporters 
in that cruelty which, with an equal indifference to yours as 
well as to the labor and blood of others, is devouring a coun-* 
try that from the moment you quit their colors will be re- 
deemed from their tyranny." These proclamations failed ef 
the effect which they were desijgned to produce, and not** 
withstanding all the hardships, sufferings and irritations which 
the Americans were called to encounter, ^^ Arnold remains 
the solitary instance of an American officer who abandoned 
the side first embraced in the contest, and turned his sword 
on his former companions in arms." " I am mistaken," 
says Washington in a letter to a friend, " if at this time Ar* 
nold is undergoing the torments of a mental hell. From some 
traits of his character which have lately come to my know- 
ledge, he seems to have been so hacknied in crime, so lost 
to all sense of honor and shame, that while his faculties still 
enable him to continue his sordid pursuits, there will be no 
time for remorse." ^^ This man," says Hamilton, ^^ is in 
every sense despicable. In addition to the scene of knavery 
and prostitution during his command at Philadelphia, which 
the late seizure of his papers has unfolded, the history of his 
command at West Point is a history of little as well as of 
great villanies. He practised every dirty act of peculation, 
and even stooped to connections with the sutlers of the gar- 
rison to defraud the public." A respectable officer, m a 
letter to a friend, speaks of Arnold in the following language. 
'^ It is not possible for human nature to receive a greater 
(]^uantity of guilt than he possesses. Perhaps there is not a 
single obligation, moral or divine, but what he has broken 
through. It is discovered now, that in his most early infancy, 
hell marked him for her own, and infused into him a full pro- 
portion of her own maUce. His late apostacy b the summit 
of his character. He began his negociations with the enemy, 
60 
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to deliver up West Point le tbem, long before be was invest- 
ed with the commapd of it, and whilst he was still in Phila- 
delphia ; after which, he solicited the coaamand of that post 
from the ostensible cause that the wound in his leg incapa- 
citated histi for an active command in the field." His papers 
contain the most authentic and iucontestible proofs of bis 
crime, and that he regarded his important employments only 
as aSbrding him opportunities to pillage the public with im- 
punity. IHie crimes of this u^M*incipled conspirator are thus 
summed up. Treason, avarice, nypocricy, ingratitude, 
barbarity, falsehood, deception, peculation and robbery. He 
aimed to plunge a dagger into the bosom of his country, which 
had raised him from the obscurity in which he was bom, to 
honors which never could have been the object even of his 
hopes. He robbed his country at the time of her deepest 
distress, having directed his wLfe to draw all she could from 
the commissaries' store, and sell or store it, though at a 
time when the army was destitute of provisions. He robbed 
the soldiers when they were in want of necessaries, and de- 
frauded his own best friends who trusted and had rendered 
htm the most essential services. He spoke contemptuously 
of our allies, the French, and his illiberal abuse of every 
character opposed to his fraudulent and wicked transactions, 
exceeds all description. For the sake of human nature it 
were to be wished that a veil could forever be thrown over 
such a vile example of depravity and wickedness. An effigy 
of Arnold, large a^ life, was constructed by an artist at 
Philadelphia, and seated in a cart, with the figure of the devil 
at his elbow, holding a lantern up to the face of the traitor to 
show him to the people, havii^ his name and crime in capi- 
tal letters. The cart was paraded the whole evenmg 
through the streets of the city with drums and fifes playing 
the rogue's march, with other marks of infamy, and was at- 
tended by a vast concourse of people. The effigy was final- 
ly hanged for the want of the original, and then committed to 
the flames. Yet this is the man on whom the British have 
bestowed ten thousand pounds sterling as the price of his 
treason, and appointed to the rank of brigadier general in 
their service. It could scarcely be imagined that there was 
an officer of honor left in that army, who would debase him- 
self and his commission by serving under or ranking with 
Benedict Arnold! In January, 1781, Amdd was by Sir 
Henry Clinton invested with the command of one thousand 
seven hundred men, supported by a naval force, on an expe- 
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dition to Virginia, where he committed extensive ravages on 
the rivers and along the unprotected coast, plundering the 

Elantations to the extent of his power. According to report, 
e shipped off a cargo of negroes, which he had stolen, to 
Jamaica, and sold them for his own emolument. Having 
taken an American* captain prisoner, he inquired of him, 
what the Americans would do with him if he should fall into 
their hands ; the officer replied, they would cut off the leg 
that was wounded at Saratoga and bury it with the honors of 
war, and hang the remainder of his body on a gibbet. In 
September, 1781, Arnold was again vested with a command 
and sent on a predatory expedition against New London, in 
Connecticut, his native state. After taking possession of the 
fort, they made a merciless slaughter of the men who defend- 
ed it, and destroyed an immense quantity of provision, stores 
and shipping ; sixty dwelling houses and eighty four stores 
were destroyed, and about one hundred inhabitants were de- 
prived of their habitations, and most of them of their all. 
This terminated the career of this monster of wickedness in 
America. At the close of the war, he accompanied the 
royal army to England. '^ The contempt that followed him 
through life," says a late elegant writer,* <' is further illus- 
trated by the speech of the present Lord Lauderdale, who, 
perceiving Arnold on the right hand of the king, and near his 
person, as he addressed his parliament, declared, on his re- 
turn to the commons, that however gracious the language he 
had heard from the throne, his indignation could not but be 
highly excited, at beholding, as he had done, his majesty sup- 
ported by a traitor." ^^ And on another occasion, Lord Sur- 
ry, since duke of Norfolk, rising to speak m the house of 
commons, and perceiving Arnold in the gallery, sat down with 
precipitation, exclaiming, ' I will not speak while that man,' 
pointing to him, ^ is in the house.' " 

He purchased in England a quantity of goods which he 
brought over to New Brunswick ; the store and goods took 
fire, and the whole were consumed ; but according to report, 
they were insured to a much greater amount than their real 
value. After this event no further laurels remained for him 
to achieve ; he recrossed the Atlantic, and died in London, 
June 14th, 1801. 

* Alezuder Oarden, Esquire. Aaecdotet of the ReyolotioiMry War. 



oevnorTi. 



INTRODUCTION ... - - 5 

Causes "which led to the war .... 9 

Whig: and tory ..... 11 

Parliament impose a duty on tea — ^a earg;o of tea destroyed in Boston 14 
British troops arriye in Boston, and General Gage appomted goyer- 

nor and commander > - - • - ib. 

Courts of justice intefmpted by the people - - ib. 

The Otis family - • - - - 15 

Colonel Nesbit tars and feathers a countryman . - 16 

Intelligence receiyed of the battle of Lexington - - ib. 

Companies of minute men ibimed ... 17 

Lexington battle described • - - - ib* 

Origin of the term Yankee .... 19 

Proyincial Congress address the people - - - ib. 

Zeal and mUitaiy ardor peryade New England - • SO 

Town of Boston inyested • - • > ib. 
The British practise the maxim, diyide and conquer — ^We enjoin, 

unite and be inyinciMe - - - » 21 
Libei^ poles erected, tones disciplined • - - 22 
New England cleigy adyocate whig principles - • ib. 
General Gage^s proclamation declaring the Proyince of Massachu- 
setts to be in a state of rebellion - - - ib. 
Attempts to dissuade the author from engaging in the army 23 
^ The author repairs to the Pioymcial Congress and offers himself a 

candidate for an office - . . . jB4 

Visits the fore&thers* rock at Plymouth • - - 26 

Battle on Broed^s hill— General Wanren slain - - ib. 

Result of the batae - ... . - 30 
The author passes a medical examination and is appointed to the 

hospital department . • • . 31 
General Washington appointed Commander in Chief— Arriyet at 

Cambridge - - - - - ib. 

Generals utt and Gates arriye at Cambridge - • SE 

View of Ckneral Washington - • • - 83 

Cannonade from our works and from the enemy - - ib. 

Congress issue paper money - - • - ib. 

Riflemen airiye at camp, tiieir expert shootinc - - ib. 
. Dr. Benjamin Church detected in a treacEeiout coiTespondence 

with the enemy - * - - 34 



480 CONTENTS. 

PACK 

Greneral Gage sails for England ... 34 
General Howe prohibits the inhabitants of Boston leaving the town ib. 

Their distressed situation - - - - 35 

' State of our militar3r hospital ... ib. 

Captain Manly takes a valuable prize - - - 36 

Destitute condition of the troops and inhabitants in Boston ib. 

Connecticut troops quit camp and the militia arrive - 37 

Americans occupy Lechmere^s point — cannonade on both sides ib. 

Critical situation of our armj - * - - ib. 

Death of General Montgomery - - - 38 

Ms^or Knowlton bums several houses in Charlestown - - ib. 

Anecdote of British officers - - - - ib. 

British officers alarmed while at tlie theatre - - - 39 

The author joins Colonel W.^s regiment - - 40 

Preparations for a battle - - - « ib. 

Our army take possession of Dorchester heights - - 41 
General Howe sends out a flag proposing to evacuate the town of 

Boston - - - • - •42 
Boston evacuated -...«. 48 
Our troops march into Boston - - « - ib. 
View of the Old South Church ... 44 
Dr. Eliot preaches a thanksgiving sermon - « - 45 
Funeral solemnities of the late General WaiTen • • ib. 
British ships driven from Nantasket • - - "40 
Prizes taken with Colonel Campbell, te« • - ib« 
Deplorable situation of our army iCi Caaftda^alid disatti of Gene- 
ral Thomas — ^his character - • •> - 47 
Independence declared by Congress « • « ib. 
Anecdote of Mr. H. and Mr. G. - - - - 49 
British attack Charleston, South Carolina - - 60 
Parliament hire foreign troopa - • • - ib. 
The two- Houses appointed commissioners • - 61 
Letter from the commissioDerB to CMneral Wadiington not pvoperiy 

directed, and is refused - • - • ib. 

Colonel Patterson -has an interview with WaAin|;tan • lb. 

Colonel Witcomb's regiihent march to Ttconderoga • • 63 

Bite of a rattie aihake . • • • 64 

Horrid plot discovered at New York •- « • ib. 

Treachery of Lieutenant Coloikel Zedwitt • • 66 

Battle on Long Island - - - * «- 56 

Our retreat from New York - - - - 57 

Lord Howe desires an interview with lOBie membfers of Congress ib. 

Result of the interview . • - • 68 

Destructive fire in New York - - * *- 69 

General Washington in danger • • • ib. 

Remarkable escape of part of our aimy - •* • lb. 

Formation of out ahny . . ;. ^ 60 

P%y and rations - - - - -61 

Ticonderoga described «... 63 

American Torpedo - - •• - - 63 

Naval action on Lake Champlain . • • - ^^ 

The enemy retire into Canada - - * - 66 

The British take possession of Newport * * ib. 

BatUe at White Plains - - • - ' f^ 

Hessians and Waldeckers taken ... - ib. 



CONTENTf. 481 

PAGE 

Forts Waikington and Lee taken by tiie enenijf . . 67 

General Lee taken— Gloomy aspect of a£hin - - 68 

Proclamation of conmussionera ... 69 

Riot in camp - - - - - - 70 

Capture of Hessians at Trenton - - - 71 

Ravages of the British in Jersey - - - - 79 

Washington's victory at Princeton . - - 73 

The enemy driven from Jersey - - - - 74 

Washing^ton's proclamation - - - ib. 

Spy executed - - - - - ib. 

Rigforous treatment of General Lee - - - 75 

Retaliation resorted to - - - - - ib. 

' Cruel treatment of our prisoners - - - 76 

Outrageous conduct of the enemy - - - - 78 

Stores at Peekskill destroyed - - - - 79 

Stores at Danbury destroyed - - - - ' ib. 

British plan for the campaig^n - . • 80 

Romantic view - - - - - 81 

Burg^oyne''s bombastic proclamation ... '82 

British army approaches TicoBderog;a - - - 83 

Ticonderoga evacuated .... ib. 

Retreat of our army under General St. Clair and battle at Hubber- 

ton and at Fort Ann • - - - 86 

General Prescott taken at Newport - - - 87 

General Washington's manifesto - ' - - ib. 

Fort Schuyler invested - - - - 88 

Death of General Herkimer - . - . 89 

Anecdote of Colonel Brooks - - - - 90 

City of Albany described .... 91 

American army under General Schuyler retreat from Fort Edward 

to Stillwater - - - - - ib. 

Brave conduct of Major Hull . • . . ib. 
Burgoyne despatches Colonel Baum on an expedition to 6enniog;ton 

—His curious instructions - - - - 92 

He is attacked and defeated by General Stark - - 93 

Affecting anecdote - - - - - 94 

Major General Gates supersedes General Schuyler and issues a pro- 

damation ..... jb. 

Murder of Miss Jenny McCrea - - . - ib. 
General Gates complains to General Bnrgoyne of cruel murders — 

Burgoyne's reply ... - 95 

General Gates advances to offer battle - . - 96 

Battle of the 19th of September ... 97 

General Lincoln detaches Colonel Brown to Fort George - 99 

Nathan Palmer, a spy, executed ... ib. 

Expedition of the enemy up the North river - . - ib. 

Battle ofthe 7th of October .... 100 

British General Frazer slain - - - - 101 

General Arnold wounded .... 102 

General Lincoln wounded - - - . - ib. 
Remarkable escape of part of-Gates^ army - - 103 
Forts Montgomery and Clinton taken - - - 104 
Esopus burnt - - . . . 105 
Burgoyne in a deplorable situation and General Gates under em- 
barrassment - - . - . ib. 



488 covTfiKTs. 

. PAGIS 

Daniel Taylor, a tpy, taken and executed — ^He twallows a lilter 

ballet and is made to di«chai|[e it - - - 10^ 

Bai^jme proposes to capitulate ... ]0^ 

Articles of capitulation a^ed on - - . - ib. 

British armj surrender - - - . 107 

Burgoyne attempts to eyade the treaty ... lOg 

Trophies of the victory and observations respecting^ it - 109 

Misfortunes of Lady AcUand - - - - 1 10 

Meritorioqf services of General Schuyler - - ib. 

Captured officers and ladies arrive at General Schuyler's - 111 

" Oar hospital crowded with wounded men - - 1 12 
Remarkable preservation of Captain Greg: - - .113 

Indian mode of scalping: ~ - * - 1 14 
Ceremonies at an Indian treaty •> - » .115 

Battle of Brandy wine - - . - 116 

Royal army enter Philadelphia - - - - ib. 

Battle of Crermantown - - - - 117 

Battle of Red Bank - - - - • IIS 

Fort Mifflin evacuated - - - • 119 

Smg^ular conduct of Rev. Mr. Duche— his prayer - ib. 

Master Trotter's dancing: school -- - . - 121 

American Torpedo - - - - ib. 

Celebration of our alliance with France ... 194 

Sufferings of our army at Valley Forgfe ... i^^ 

Attempt to supersede General •Washing:ton - . ]27 

Trial and execution of culprits ... ^3^ 

Catastrophe at Schoharie .... i|)^ 

Removal from Albany - - - - 131 

Robinson's house occupied as a hospital-— description of it and its 

vicinity - - - - - - ib. 

Sugar Loaf Mountain, and Putnam's Rock - - 13S 

Royal commissioners make proposals for an adjustment of diflkulties 133 

Cong:re8s address the people - - * - - ib. 

Dissatisfaction among our officers ... 134 

CoDgressgrant half pay for seven vears ... 135 

Royal army evacuate Philadelphia ... 13$ 

Battle of Monmouth - - - - ib. 

Affair of General Lee ..... 137 

An unlucky shot ..... 138 

Colonel Kosciusko - - ^ - . - ib. 

Royal commissioners' improper conduct . . - 139 

Shaking Quakers .... - ib. 

TragicaJ event, and barbarous conduct at Wyoming - - 140 

A black snake .... - 143 

French fleet arrive at Rhode Island and an expedition there - 144 

Gkneral Lee tried and condemned - - • . ib. 

A duel - - - - - - 14& 

General Putnam visits the hospital ... ib. 

Declaration of British commissioners ... 146 

Congpress reply to the commissioners - - - 147 

Colonel Baylor's regiment massacred • . - ib. 

General Washington visits the hospital — ^his person described 149 

Generals Schuyler and St. Clair tried and acquitted - * 150 

Character of General St. Claii . . . 151 

Brigadier General Muhlsnbuig gives an entertainment - - ib» 



CONTENtS. 483 

PAGB 

~^The author appointed reg;imeDtal sni^eoa - - 151 

A visit to the Marquis de la Fayette - - -> 153 

Colonel Alden slain - . • • ib. 

March through the Jerseys - - - - ib« 

A remarkably laige child .... 154 

An entertainment - - - - - 156 

Log^huts - - - » . ib. 

Aduer - - - - - •156 

A celebration . . . . « ib« 

Dinner at Head Quarters — General Washington and Mrs. W. 157 

Public execution - - - - - 158 

Grand review by the French minister and. Don MirrilliarB 159 

General Washington on horseback - - - ib* 

Indian Chiefs review our army - - - - ib. 

Review by Baron Steuben — some account of the Baron - 100 

A duel - - - - - ie« 

The author invited to join Colonel H. Jackson's regiment • 163 

A remarkable large ox presented to General Washington - ib. 

A journey to Providence .... 164 

Incursion of Governor Tryon into Connecticat - - ib. 

Capture of Stony Point • - - - 166 

Dinner at General Gates' Head Quarters - - • ib. 

Female Heroism .... - ib. 

Anecdote of Lieutenant T. and General Gates - - 166 

Penobscot expedition .... ib. 
A forced march to Boston .... 167 

Anecdote of a soldier • - . . ib. 

Civilities of the gentlemen in Boston - « - ib. 

Embark for Penobscot— Disembark at Kittery - « 168 

March to Falmouth • -> , -> - - ' 169 

Defeat of our anny &nd navy at Penobscot - • ib. 

Some account of Falmouth and civilities received there 170 
Anecdote of J. Otis, Esquire .... 171 

Stony Point taken, and officers rewarded for their bravery - 17S 

Paulus' Hook taken by Miy'or Lee ^ . - 174 

Return to Providence .... ib. 

Mr. Murray's preachment - - - - ib. 

Anecdote of General Prescott ... 175 

Anecdote of a negro - - . - - ib. 

Newport evacuated by the British ... 17(1 

March through Connecticut to Head Quarters - . ib* 

SuiTerings of our army by cold and famine • . ib. 

-* Disadvantages of short enlistments ... 173 

General Lincoln and Count de D'Estaing make an onsuccessful 

attack on Savannah .... 179 

Count Pulaski killed . - . . - ib. 

Extraordinary exploit of Colonel White - . ib. 
Anecdote at Head Quarters .... igQ 

Privations and suffering of our aimy - - . I8I 

"Military puoishmenti - - ... ig^ 

Reenlistment of soldiers . • . . 194 

Expedition to Staten Island - - - - ib. 

A party of Massachusetts soldiers attempt to return home - 1 86 
Majhew's escape ..... ig^ 

Winter quarters - . . . . ib 

61 



484 covTRnrtfim 

Saffisrinfiofourioldien—Serere winter - * IM 

Mtjor Boyldt and party sarprized - - - 187 

A g^rand reyiew b^ the French minifter - - 187 

FompooB funeral at Head Quarters - • - 188 

Diuatisfaction in camp - - - • 189 

Great depreciation of continental money - - - ib. 

Congress grant half pay to the officers for life • - 190 

Committee of Congress visit camp - - - ib« 

''Public Execution - - . - ib, 

Bfarquis de Ik Fayette arriyes from Fhmce • - 191 

Our paper currency counterfeited by the British - - 192 

'Difficulties in camp - • - - - ib. 

Mutin? of two regiments - - - - 193 

Skirmish at Connecticut Farms . - - « ib. 

^Murder of the lady of Reverend Mr. Caldwell - - 194 

General Lincoln surrenders Charleston - - - 195 

Three spies executed - - - - • ib* 
Battle at Springfield - • - - .196 

Passaic ^Is described - . . - 19S 

Remarkably big headed boy at Tatawa - - • 199 

French Fleet and army arrive ... ib. 

A dinner at Lord Stirling's-— character of it - - - 200 

Oorps of light infantry formed under the Marquis de la Fayette 5201 

Our army prepared for active service ... 202 

A Committee from Congress - - - - 203 

A sermon by Reverend Mr. £. Hitchcock - - - ib. 

A famine apprehended .... ib. 

Our army march in pursuit of provisions ... 204 

Two fatal duels - . - - - ib. 
Defeat of our southern army under General Gates, and Baron de 

Kalb slain ... * . 205 
Funeral of General Poor .... 307 
Review of our army by tndian Chiefb ... 208 
General Washington journeys to Hartford ... 209 
Major GkneitJ Greene succeeds to the command - - ib. 
Treason of General Arnold and capture of Major Andre - 210 
West P<^int described ... - ib. 
Character of General Arnold and circumstances attending the cap- 
ture of Major Andre - - - - - 211 
The captors of Major Andre rewarded -^ « - 213 
Trial and condemnation of Major Andre • - - 219 
Letter from Andre to General Washington - - 220 
Flag from New York respecting Andre - * - 221 
Execution of Major Andre— his character " - - 222 
Tragical death of Captain Hale .... 225 
Trial of Joshua Smith, Esquire, Amold^s confederate - 288 
Incursion of the enemy on the northern frontiers « • 229 
Successful engagement at the southward - - 290 

- A foraging expedition - - - - 231 
The neutral ground ..... 2S2 
Ladies contribute to the relief of our aimj - - ^M 
Address from an American lady - - - ib. 
Scarcity of provisions in camp . - • - 286 
Enterprise of Major Talmage ... * 237 

- Great dissatisfaction among the officers • . 238 



CONTENTS. 



4!BS 



Qtmt9l WaBbington redonuneiids io Congress an half pay establiah- 

ment .----- 

New arrangeinent of the annir ... 

Mutiny of the PenniTlyaniaUne ... 

Lieutenant Colonel Huirt tucceuful expedition 
Mutiny of the Jerset line . . • • 

Brilliant action of General Sumpter ... 

Stratagem of Colonel Washington ... 

Battle of the Cowpens . - - . 

Derastation on the neutral ground ... 

A Tisit to the British lines by a flag ... 

Confederation ratified . . • - - 

Inoculation of the troops with smallpox 

Virtues of butternut - - - - - 

Capture of GenendWadsworth ... 

Character of Dr. Cochran .... 

Distress of our southern army ... 

Battle of Guilford . . # . - 

Arnold's expedition to Virginia ... 

Success of General Greene's army in Carolina 
Desertions from the enemj ... 

Colonel Greene and his party slain ... 

Singular pf eject contemplated by the enemy 
Important despatches taken by &e enemy 
Charms of martial mdsic . . . - 

Our army adytfUce towards the eneiny . . - 

IVeneh arsHy unite with ours ... 

Corps of light infantry formed under the command of Colonel Scam- 

mel, the author joins it .... 

Disaster of a British ship - - • 

Expedition to the enemy^s lines 
Our army In motion^ conjecture respecting the object of the cam* 

paign • • . 

Hm secret eiqplsined, we march for the southward— A masterly 

piece of general^p ..... 
Lord Comwaliis the obfect of our expedition 
March through the city of Philadelphia ... 

French fle^ arrive at &e ChesapesJce ... 
Embark at the head of Elk^'' voyage down the Chesapeake 
Put in at the harbor of Annapolis ... 

Arnold's expedition to Connecticut ... 

Naval engagement and the British defeated 
Voyage down the Chesapeake .... 
Reacfti the harbour at Jamestown ... 

Arrivt at Torkttfwn and begin the siege ... 
Colonel SciCmmel wounded and taken • 

Anecdote of Getferal Washington and Mr. Evans 
The British obliged to kill their horses ... 
Colonel Tarleton wounded in a skirmish ... 

Death of Colonel Scaflimel ... 

A detachment fktun the allied amy open entrenchments against 

the eneaiy - . • • . 

Tremendous cannonade from our lines ... 

A ^endid conflagration of British vessels 
Secxmd partflel Ihie flurown up - 



TAGB 

S38 
S39 
240 
244 

ib. 
247 

ib. 

ib. 
248 
249 
250 

ib. 
251 

ib. 
252 
253 

ib. 

ib. 
254 

ib. 
255 

ib. 
25« 

ib. 
257 

ib. 

259 

ib. 

260 

lb. 

261 
262 
263 
265 
266 

ib. 
267 
268 

ib. 
269 
270 
271 

ib. 

ib. 
272 

lb. 

ib. 

274 

ib. 

ib. 



486 CONTENTS. 

f»AolB 

Two i^doabtfl taken by the allied amy - - 27d 

Anecdote of Greneral Waahington and Colonel Cobb - - 376 

Anecdote of Marqnii de la Fayette and Baron Viominfl, (note) ib» 

Cornwallis propotes to capitulate . . ^ 277 

Bold attempt to effect his escape ... ib« 

Articles of capitulation ratified ... . 278 

Surrender of the British army ... |b. 
Singular circumstance respecting Cornwallis and Mr. Laurens, 

(note) ..... 27S 

Commander in Chief expresses his thanks to Ihe army. Ire. 281 

* Enormities practised by the enemy in Virginia <- - 282 

Colonel Tarieton^s horse taken from him - - ib. 

View of Torktown after the siege - - - ih. 

Loss on both sides during the siege ... ib« 
Lord Cornwallis and his enormities ... 283 

^Ferocious animosity between the two parties - • ib. 

Cruel death of Colonel Hayne - • . - 286 

Sanguinary conduct of Lord Rawdon ... 288 

Anecdote of Marquis de la Fayette and Lord Cornwallis - 290 

Battle at £ntaw Springs * - - - 291 

Anecdote of Lord Cornwallis • . • - 290 

Voyage up the Chesapeake, Ice. ... ib. 

Exploit of M^)or Trescott ... - 293 

Incursion of the enemy on our frontiers ... 294 

Proceedings of Congress on our victory - - - ib. 

Abbe Bandelets address .... 295 

Fatal duel - - - - - - 298 

Mutiny in the Connecticut line . . - 300 

Splendid celebration of the birth of the Dauphin • - ib. 

^ Cruel Murder of Captain Hnddy - - - 302 

General Washington resolves on retaliation, and the lot falls on 

Captain Asgill as Oie victim .... 304 

Lady Asgill receives intelligence of the situation of her sen, 

and implores Ihe compassion of the king and queen, and 

solicits the Interposition of the king and queen of France - 306 
Count de Veivennes addresses General Washington in favour of 

Asgill, who IS finally liberated ... 307 

Baron Grimm^s erroneous statement respecting Captain Asgill - ib. 

Lady AsgilPs two letters to the Count de Vei|;ennes - 308 

Dr. Jones and Robert Morris - - , - - 31 1 

Review of our army by Count Rochambeau - - 312 

Lamented death of Colonel Laurens - « -313 

Loss of the Royal Ckoi^ - - - - 314 

Prospect of peace - - - - - ib. 

General McDougall • - • - ib. 

Reduction of our army ... - - 315 

A final adieu to military life - - - - ib. 

Society of Cincinnati - - - - - 317 

OfBcere of the army memorialixe Congress • - 319 
Proceedings of that body - » - . - 320 
' Anonymous letters to the amy - - - 321 
Wise measures of Washington to counteract the effects of the' an- 
onymous letters * ... - 324 
Washington's admirable addresl to the officenr - - 325 
Author of "ttie anonymous letters, (note) - - • ib. 



CONTENTS. 487 

PAGS 

The officeTB prewnt their thanks to his Excellency with afectioii- 

ate expressions .... 326 

General Washington addresses Cong^ss in fovor of the army - 330 
Congress grant a sum in gross as a commatation for half pay 331 
The Commander in Chief orders a cessation of hostilities and con- 
gratulates the army .... 333 

Officers still dissatisfied, and address the Commander in Chief 334 

His reply ...... 336 

Proclamation of Congress for a cessation of hostilities - 337 

Matiny of a party of Pennsylyania soldiers, - - ib« 

Ckneral Washmgton issues his &iewell orders - - 339 

Disbandment of the army - - - - 340 

Congress give their thanks to the army — ^Painiiil parting scene ib. 
Royal flurmy evacaate New York, and American troops take possesnon Ib. 

General Washington's parting scene ... 341 
General Washington resigns his commission, and addresses the 

president of Congress .... 342 

Reply of the president of Congress ... 343 

Number of men lost during the American war - - 344 

Loss to Great Britain, gain to the United States • - ib. 

Extract of a circular letter from General Washington - 345 

APPENDIX. 

Ckneral Buigoyne^s observations respecting the battles at Sara- 
toga and death of General Fraser ... 347 
Affecting stoiy of Lady Ackland ... 349 
Extract from the Baroness ReidesePs narratire - - 351 
Her interesting account of General Frazer and other wounded 

officers ..... 352 

Ofthe ladies of the army - - - - 357 

Her kind reception by General Schuyler - - 359 

Anecdote of General BuigoTne and General Schuyler - - 3tK) 

Battie of the Kegs ..... ib. 

Capture and remarkable adventures of General Wadsworth - 365 

Singular adventures of Sergeant Champe - - 369 

BIOGRAPHY. 

Of General Putnam ..... 387 

397 



- Heath . - • 

- Lincoln 

- Steuben 

- La Fayette - 

- Gates - 
-Stark 

- SulUvan 

- Conway 
-Lee 



400 
410 
419 
437 
445 
447 
450 
451 



Knox ...... 458 

Arnold - ^ • . - 466 



\ 



COTTONS & BARNABO, 

184, WASHINOTON^TREBT, GORNSR OF FRANKLIN-STREET, 

BATB FOR BALM, 

An exteiuBTe aMortoMiit of BOOKS in tho vuioui brandiM of Ihoratoro and 
4ifl«ront hngofm, « freat Twiety of STATIONARY and FANCY ARTI- 
CLES, ud DRAWING and PAINTING MATERIALS of the beat quality, on 
liberal tenna. 

Italian, Spaniah, and French Dictiooariea and Grammar*— Metaitaaio—Arioa- 
to*8 Orlando Forioao— Soave'a Tbleo— Alfieri— Le Notti Romano— Le Rime di 
Petrarca— La Seechia Rapita— Goldoni Scelta— and other Italian Works. 
La Arancanar— Don Qnizotte— Hiatoria do Eapan^^Camoes's Loaiadaa — Coo- 
quiata de Mejico— El Antenor — and other Spanish and Portuguess Works. 
Pothier's Works, 2S toIs.^— CEnyres de Moliere — ^Memoires de Madame de Genlis 
«n tho Eighteenth Century, and on the French Rerolution — (EaTres de Feneloi^— 
lEnrrea de Floriaa — (Envrea de Paachal— L'Aoacoltation Mediate, by Laenneo— 
and other French Works. A good aaaortment of School, Classical, and 
MisoELLANEOVS BooKS, and additions are constantly making of New Wofks. 

English and American Writing and Letter Paper ; Antiquarian, I3ephant, Atlas, 
Imperial, Royal, Medimn, and Demy Drawing Paper ; Ivory, Morocco, GoU, Sil- 
ver, Tissue, and Fucy Colored, Papers. Gold Borders. "Visiting Cards. New- 
man's, Ackerman's, Reerea', and Osborne's Water Colors. Pink and Blue Saucers. 
Superior Drawing Pencils. Sable, Fitch, Swan Qnill, and common Camera Hair^ 
Pencihk BhuJ[, White, and Red Crayons. Earthen Slabs and Pallets. Ivory 
Sheeta fbr Miaiatares. Miniature Framea. Ivory and Bone Cheaanen. Back- 
ganunoB Boards. Clothes, Hair, and Teeth Brushes. Windsor and Fancy Soap. 
Clark's and Kidder'a Indelible Ink. Walkden's and Grenville's Inkpowdar. Co- 
logne Water. Sciaaars. Penknivea. Pocket Books. Wallets. Memorandum 
Books. Hiread Oases. Fancy Work-Bozes. 



•- 



} 



t 

u 



\ 



Ill 



3 9015 00227 9043 



r 



DO NOT REMOVE 

OR 
MUTILATE CARDS 



•'^P*-^^. 



DO NOT REMOVE 
OR 



Mija 



